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saint 
Helena 

Hay Que Estar 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.’” Mt 25:34 

“Entonces dirá el rey a los de su derecha: ‘Vengan, 
benditos de mi Padre; tomen posesión del Reino 

preparado para ustedes desde la creación del 
mundo’”-Mt 25,34 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - January 3 
The Solemnity of the Epiphany is celebrated either on January 6 
or, according to the decision of the episcopal conference, on the 
Sunday between January 2 and January 8. Thus, this year (2021) 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany is Sunday, January 3. The young 
Messiah is revealed as the light of the nations. Yet, three mysteries 
are encompassed in this solemnity: the first manifestation of the 
Christ Child to the Gentiles, represented by the Magi; the second 
manifestation of his divinity, as it occurred at the Baptism of Christ 
in the Jordan River; and his first miracle performed at the wedding 
feast at Cana in Galilee. Extra candles and/or lamps may be 
placed around the sanctuary and in other parts of the church to 
honor Christ revealed as the Light of the Gentiles. It is customary 
to replace the images of the shepherds at the crib with the three 
Magi and their gifts.  
 

In Rome, by 354 Christ’s birth was being celebrated on December 
25, and later in the 4th century, the church in Rome began to 
celebrate Epiphany on January 6. The word Epiphany means 
manifestation. What the Church celebrates today is the total 
manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after being made 
known to the shepherds of Bethlehem, He is revealed to the Magi 
who have come from the East to adore Him. Christian tradition has 
ever seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in 
their wake all the peoples of the earth, and thus the Epiphany is an 
affirmation of universal salvation. Epiphany is a large celebration, 
especially in Spanish-speaking countries. Things look different 
around the household: the infant Jesus in the manger now has a 
small gold crown and is wearing regal robes.  
 

In the West the evening preceding Epiphany is called Twelfth 
Night. The time between December 25 and January 6 is known as 
the Twelve Days of Christmas.  Epiphany is often celebrated with 
special pastries in many countries, and children receive small gifts 
in their shoes in honor of the Magi’s gifts to the infant Jesus. The 
holiday also has a number of traditions involving water as a 
reflection of Jesus’ baptism, including the blessing of houses 
with holy water. The priest blesses the house with chalk if he can 
be present, but if not, the father of the family may do so. 
 

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON - January 4 
Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton was the first native-born American to 
be canonized by the Catholic Church.  Born two years before the 
American Revolution, Elizabeth grew up in the upper class of New 
York society. She was a prolific reader and read everything from 
the Bible to contemporary novels.   
 

In 1794, Elizabeth married the wealthy young William Seton, with 
whom she was deeply in love. The first years of their marriage 
were happy and prosperous, but within four years, William's father 
died, leaving the young couple in charge of William's seven half 
brothers and sisters, as well as the family's importing business. 
Soon, both William's business and health failed, and he was finally 
forced to file bankruptcy.  In a final attempt to save William's 
health, the Setons sailed for Italy, where William had business 
friends. Unfortunately, William died of tuberculosis while in Italy. 

In Italy, Elizabeth became interested in the Catholic Faith and, 
over a period of months, her Italian friends guided her in Catholic 
instruction. Having lost her mother at an early age, Elizabeth felt 
great comfort in the idea that the Blessed Virgin was truly her 
mother. She asked the Blessed Virgin to guide her to the True 
Faith and officially joined the Catholic Church in 1805. At the 
suggestion of the president of St. Mary's College in Baltimore, 
Elizabeth started a school in that city. The school had originally 
been secular but once news of her conversion spread, several girls 
were removed from her school. Soon, Seton and two other young 
women started a new religious community and established the 
first free Catholic school in America. On March 25, 1809, Elizabeth 
Seton pronounced her vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, 
binding for one year. From that time she was called Mother Seton. 

Although Mother Seton became afflicted with tuberculosis, she 
continued to guide her children. The Rule of the Sisterhood was 
formally ratified in 1812. It was based upon the Rule St. Vincent 
de Paul had written for his Daughters of Charity in France. By 
1818, in addition to their first school, the sisters had established 
two orphanages and another school. Today, six groups of sisters 
can trace their origins to Mother Seton's initial foundation.  Mother 

Seton died in 1821 at the age of 46, only sixteen years after 
becoming a Catholic. She was canonized on September 14, 1975, 
by Pope Paul VI. We have relics of her here at St. Helena. 
 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN - January 5 
This American saint was born in Bohemia in 1811, and he was 
educated by the Piarist Fathers in Budweis. He was looking 
forward to being ordained in 1835 when the bishop decided there 
would be no more ordinations because the small diocese was 
overstocked with priests. John was sure he was called to be 
a priest but all the doors to follow that vocation seemed to close 
in his face. He had learned English by working in a factory with 
English-speaking workers, so he wrote to the bishops in America. 
Finally, the bishop in New York agreed to ordain him. 
 

In New York, John was one of 36 priests for 200,000 Catholics. 
John's parish in western New York stretched from Lake Ontario to 
Pennsylvania.  John spent most of his time traveling from village 
to village, climbing mountains to visit the sick, staying in garrets 
and taverns to teach, and celebrating the Mass at kitchen tables. 
John longed for community and joined the Redemptorists, a 
congregation of priests and brothers dedicated to helping the poor 
and most abandoned. 

John was appointed bishop of Philadelphia in 1852. As bishop, he 
was the first to organize a diocesan Catholic school system and 
the forty-hour devotion. He increased the number of Catholic 
schools in his diocese from two to 100. John never lost his love 
and concern for the people. On one visit to a rural parish, the 
parish priest picked him up in a manure wagon. Seated on a plank 
stretched over the wagon's contents, John joked, "Have you ever 
seen such an entourage for a bishop!" The ability to learn many 
languages that had brought him to America led him to learn also 
Spanish, French, Italian, and Dutch so he could hear confessions 
in at least six languages. Once on a visit to Germany, he came 
back to the house he was staying in soaked by rain. When his host 
suggested he change his shoes, John remarked, "The only way I 
could change my shoes is by putting the left one on the right foot 
and the right one on the left foot. This is the only pair I own." 
John died on January 5, 1860 at the age of 48. 
 

ST. ANDRE BESSETE AND HIS DEVOTION TO  
ST. JOSEPH—January 6 

2021 is the Year of St. Joseph, and one saint with special devotion 
to St. Joseph was Alfred Bessette, a lay brother of the Congregation 
of Holy Cross. He was born in 1845, in Quebec. When he was first 
admitted into the Holy Cross Brothers in 1870, he carried with him 
a note from his pastor saying, “I am sending you a saint.” The 
Brothers found that difficult to believe. 

Chronic stomach pains had made it impossible for Alfred to hold a 
job very long. The Holy Cross Brothers were teachers and, at 25, 
Alfred still did not know how to read and write. The Brothers took 
him into the novitiate but soon found out what others had learned 
— as hard as Alfred, now Brother Andre, wanted to work, he was  
simply not strong enough. They asked him to leave the order, but 
Andre, out of desperation again, appealed to a visiting bishop who 
promised him that Andre would stay and take his vows. 

After his vows, Brother Andre was sent to a school for boys age 
seven to twelve as a porter. There his responsibilities were to 
answer the door, welcome guests, find the people they were 
visiting, wake up those in the school, and deliver mail. Brother 
Andre joked later, “At the end of my novitiate, my superiors 
showed me the door, and I stayed there for forty years.” 

In 1904, he requested permission to, build a chapel to St Joseph 
on the mountain near the college. The Archbishop refused to go 
into debt and would only give permission for Brother Andre to 
build what he had money for. He started collecting pocket change.  

The Archbishop granted him permission to keep building as long 
as he didn’t go into debt. He started by adding a roof so that all 
the people who were coming to hear Mass at the shrine wouldn’t 
have to stand out in the rain and the wind. Then came walls, 
heating, a paved road up the mountain, a shelter for pilgrims, and 
finally a place where Brother Andre and others could live and take 
full-time care of the shrine — and the pilgrims who came. Through 
kindness, caring, and devotion, Brother Andre helped many souls 
experience healing and renewal on the mountaintop. There were 
even cases of physical healing. But for everything that happened, 
Brother Andre thanked St. Joseph. 

ST. L BRONX,  
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At ninety-years old he told his co-workers to place a statue of St. 
Joseph in the unfinished, unroofed basilica. He was so ill he had to 
be carried up the mountain to see the statue in its new home. 
Brother Andre died soon after on January 6 and didn’t live to see 
the work on the basilica completed. In 2010, Pope Benedict XVI 
formally declared sainthood for Blessed Andre. 
 

NEXT WEEKEND'S SECOND COLLECTION goes to support 
the Catholic University of America in Washington, DC and the 
Catholic Communication Campaign. This campaign connects 
people with Christ in the United States and in developing countries 
around the world through the Internet, television, radio, and print 
media. Fully 50% of the money collected remains here in the 
Archdiocese to fund local communications efforts. Your support 
helps spread the Gospel message! Visit: www.usccb.org/ccc.  
 

PARISH CALENDARS are available in the Rectory. 
 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA-If your child had his/her photo taken 
with Santa at our last Food Pantry, those photos are now available 
for pickup in the rectory.  
 
 

FIRST COMMUNION FAMILY SESSION takes place today 
Sunday, January 3 at 11AM in the cafeter ia. All parents of a 
child preparing for First Holy Communion in May should attend.  
 

SPANISH FAMILY SESSION will take place on Sunday, 
January 10 at 1PM in the cafeter ia. 
 

¡Corazón Saludable,      Vida Saludable! 
¡Participe en un taller cocinar y alimentación saludable VIRTUAL 
GRATIS & DIVERTIDO de que puede ayudar a controlar o 
bajar su presión arterial y ayudar con su peso para tener un 
corazón y vida saludable! 

 

En enero, adultos (18 años o más) diagnosticados con y/o con en 
tratamiento con medicamentos para la presión arterial alta habra! 
 talleres semanales de nutrición y cocina y seguimiento de la 
presión arterial y peso. Sesión de 1 hora por semana durante 7 
semanas Para obtener más información, contacte: P. Powers; 
718-892-3232   ¡El cupo es limitado de 10-15 personas por grupo! 
 

ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY will resume on Tuesdays beginning 

January 5.  Classes will be at 1PM and 7:30PM.  Our study 
topic will be Jesus.  
 

CALASANZ MOVEMENT YOUTH GROUP meets vir tually 
every Friday at 7PM. 

 

 
 

ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP-We meet both 
live in the Rectory and virtually every Saturday at 1PM by way of 
ZOOM. To join virtually, go to www.zoom.us and enter meeting 
#: 8292669493 and Password: 444555.   
 

SPANISH CHARISMATIC MASS on Monday, Jan. 4 at 7PM in 
the church. Spanish Epiphany Mass on Wed., Jan. 6 at 7PM. 
 

LEGION OF MARY  meets every Sat. at 1PM in Peralta Room. 

 
 
 
 

PARISH BAPTISMS-You must attend a one-hour baptismal 
class prior to the event. If you have not yet taken the class in 
either English or Spanish, you must come to the rectory and 
register for the class, which takes place on Thursday evenings at 
7PM. The Spanish classes are held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and 
the English classes on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays. You must 
register to attend by calling 718-892-3232. 
 

MISSALETTES  for  Epiphany are available. Anyone wishing 
a missalette can purchase their own in the rectory for $2.  
PARKING LOT CLOSURE-Beginning Monday, Jan. 18, the 
parking lot will be locked from 10PM - 7AM.  Special cards are 
now being given to those people who will need access during that 
time. You will now need a card to both enter and leave the lot 
during those hours. 
 
 

 
    

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet virtually every 
Saturday at 9AM.  You can call in at 712-770-5372, and the 
access code is: 178602.   

VIEW ON FORMED -We hope you are enjoying www.formed.org 
which gives you 24/7 access to over 300 quality Catholic on line 
programs, 99+ movies, 101+ audios, & 98+ E-Books. Wednesday 
is the Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord.  Watch The Story 
of the Nativity, Ready Reasons, Were the Magi at Jesus’ Birth?, 
or for children Brother Francis: O Holy Night.  Listen to: Prepare 
the Way of the King, God Made Man, The Mystery of Christmas, 
The Story of Christmas, or The King is Born.  

 
 

          HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021!   
  WEEKLY COLLECTION 

December 27—$5,501.82       Christmas—$11,783.46    

            Mass Intentions 
January 3 – Sunday— The Epiphany of Our Lord 
8:00 Marie Panas-Intentions 
10:00 S +James Hall; Carlos Negro-Health Intentions;   
  +Aurora Santos and Lydia Rodriguez (Mom & Daughter) 
12:00 S (Sp) +Miguel Angel Maldonado Hernandez; 
   +Rosa and Digna Amoro Brito;  +Josefina Almanza; 
   Jose Cortes-Health Intention;  +Miguel Refugio; 
5:00       +David Sheehan 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar  

 

January 4 – Monday – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors 
8:30 S  In Thanksgiving for Favors 
12:15   +Genevieve Cerbone 
7:00 (Sp)  +Rosie Dominiche, Margot Conway & Carmen Aponte  

January 5 – Tuesday – St. John Neumann 
6:30*   David & Sandra Savino’s Spiritual & Temporal Necessities 
8:30 S  +Lazara Perez and Family  
12:15   +Eduardo Bruno 
 

January 6 – Wednesday – Traditional Epiphany of Our Lord 
6:30* +Valentine Wnek                  St. Andre Bessette 
8:30 S  +Mabel Schoenthaler;  
  Xavier Frances and Meera Job-Immigration Intention  
12:15     In Thanksgiving for Favors 
         In Honor and in Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 
7:00 S (Sp)  +Carlos Escalana  

January 7 – Thursday – St. Raymond of Penafort 
6:30*      God’s Blessings on Fr. Luis in Puerto Rico 
8:30 S   In Honor of St. Jude;   +Petronilla Chauca-1 Month Anniv 

and Her Husband +Manuel Huaypar   
12:15 +Madeline;   In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 
Jan. 8 – Friday – St. Apollinaris 
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors  
8:30 S +Saveria Verlezza 
12:15 +Ramon Acevedo 
January 9 – Saturday – Venerable Pauline-Marie Jaricot 
6:30* +Alberto Brinz 
8:30 S   Altagracia, Carmen, Manuel and José Capellán  
12:15    +Eduardo Bruno;    In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 
5:30 +Matthew Mager 
January 10 – Sunday— The Baptism of Our Lord 
8:00 +Robert Benz 
10:00 S +Joseph Czeladko 
12:00 S (Sp) +Anselma Quinones;   +Clara Clemente 
5:00       Brenda and Scott Van de Weghe’s Spiritual and  
  Temporal Well-Being 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 

Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

               Readings for the week of January 3, 2021 
Sun: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12; 
Mon: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25; Tues: 1 Jn 4:7-
10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44; Wed: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-
13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52; Thurs: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/
Lk 4:14-22a; Fri: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16; Sat: 1 
Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30; Next Sun: Is 42:1-
4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2
-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

http://www.zoom.us/

