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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
”-Mt 25,34 

Entonces dirá 

el Rey a los 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD - January 10 
The Baptism of the Christ is the feast day commemorating the 
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by his cousin John the Baptist. 
Originally the baptism of Christ was celebrated on Epiphany, which 
commemorated the coming of the Magi, the baptism of Christ, and 
the wedding at Cana. In 1955, Pope Pius XII instituted a separate 
liturgical commemoration, and it became a distinct feast from the 
Epiphany. However, the initial question that arises when pondering 
the Baptism of the Lord is “Why?”  Why was Jesus even baptized 
in the first place?  Baptism is for the washing away of sins, and 
Jesus of course never had any sins on His soul.   
 

One significant reason is to mark a beginning.  In fact, the new 
beginning marked by Jesus’ Baptism is so significant that the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church makes a link between Jesus’ 
baptism and the beginning of Creation. In other words, the work 
that Jesus began on the day of His Baptism was the work of a 
“new creation,” which is also called the work of redemption and 
sanctification. Likewise, when each of us was baptized, there was 
also a new beginning in our life.  What the day of our own baptism 
marks is the day when God adopted us and gifted us in many 
ways. He did this to set us on that path of an ever-increasing share 
in God’s life, leading ultimately into His very Presence in Heaven.  
 

The Baptism of the Lord didn’t make a lot of sense to the early 
followers of Jesus who worried about the fact that it seemed to 
suggest that Jesus was somehow seen as subordinate to John the 
Baptist. Two thousand years later, the Church has developed a 
very substantial theology of the sacrament of baptism. Catholics 
believe that baptism imparts the grace of forgiveness of sins and 
marks our initiation into the Church.  But Jesus didn’t need to be 
forgiven nor can we really say that by his baptism Jesus became 
part of the church.  The gospel itself doesn’t give us very much to 
go on.  The only explanation offered by Jesus regarding why he 
should be baptized by John is: “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for 
us to fulfill all righteousness.”   
 

The final line of this Sunday’s reading from Mark’s gospel offers 
perhaps a better clue about the meaning of Jesus’s baptism.  That 
line reads:  “You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.”  
There we hear an unmistakable echo from the first reading: “Here 
is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am 
pleased” (Isaiah 42:1).  By making this connection, Mark is 
testifying to the fact that Christians had come to believe that the 
“Suffering Servant” in Isaiah ultimately refers to Jesus Christ.  It is 
Jesus who will be the definitive “covenant of the people” and “light 
for all nations.”   
 

What can these readings tell us about the meaning of our own 
baptism?  The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that 
“Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons [and 
daughters] of God; we become members of Christ, incorporated 
into the Church and made sharers in her mission”. The stain of 
Original Sin is washed away, and we receive Sanctifying Grace for 
the first time, and just as Mark’s gospel makes a connection 
between the Baptism of the Lord and the mission of the suffering 
servant, we too should make a connection between our own 
baptism and that same mission.  Having been baptized into the 
Body of Christ, we too are called to his ministry of mercy. 
 

Finally, these readings also point to the importance of humility.  
Indeed, it seems that humility plays a part in the “righteousness” 
that Jesus refers to when he asks John to baptize him. Our own 
baptism should be understood as a calling to embrace the mission 
of Christ and the suffering servant to go out into the world and 
“heal all those oppressed by the devil.” 
 

Baptism is an important sacrament. If you or your child is not yet 
baptized, come to the rectory and talk to a priest or schedule a 
time to come and take the Baptism Preparation Class that we offer 
every Thursday at 7PM. 
 

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys - January 12 
On January 12, the Church in Canada celebrates the memorial of 
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, renowned for her work, her spirituality 
and her impact on society and the Church in North America. She 
was born in 1620, and in 1653, the founder of Montreal invited 
her to come there and establish a school.  She was primarily an 

educator of the natives, the poor, and of girls. She founded many 
academic and vocational schools for girls as well as many parish 
religious education programs.  She founded a religious community 
of sisters, the Congregation of Note Dame, and she was placed in 
charge of the female orphans sent by the French crown to marry 
many of the lonely, single men working in Canada. Her signature 
appears on many of the marriage contracts of that time. She died 
at the age of 80, and in 1982, Pope John Paul II canonized her 
making her the first canonized woman saint who worked in Canada. 
 

St. Hilary of Poitiers - January 13 
St. Hilary of Poitiers (310-367) was one of the great champions of 
the Catholic belief in the divinity of Christ, and he fought very 
vigorously against Arianism. By his preaching, his treatise on the 
Trinity, his part in the Councils, his daring opposition to the Arian 
Emperor Constantius, he showed himself a courageous apostle of 
the truth. Because of his edifying and illustrious writings on behalf 
of the true religion, the Church honors him as one of her doctors. 
He could not tolerate that the specious plea of safeguarding peace 
and unity should be allowed to dim the light of Gospel teaching. 
Blessed Pope Pius IX has proclaimed him a doctor of the Church. 
 

The Infant of Prague - January 14 
January 14 is the feast of the Infant Jesus of Prague. The image 
of the Child Jesus known as the “Infant Jesus of Prague” was in 
reality of Spanish origin. In the 17th century, this beautiful statue 
was brought by a Spanish princess to Bohemia and presented to a 
Carmelite monastery. The original garments worn by the statue 
when it arrived in Bohemia are still preserved. Since the great 
cholera epidemic of 1713, however, the garments of the statue 
have been changed with the liturgical season. The wardrobe of 
the Infant of Prague resembles liturgical vestments. For many 
years, this statue has been enshrined on a side altar in the Church 
of Our Lady of Victory in the city of Prague. In 1628, Princess 
Polyxena presented her beloved statue to the friars, telling them, 
prophetically, that as long as they honored the Child Jesus as 
king, venerating His image, they would not want. Her prediction 
was verified, and as long as the Divine Infant's image was 
honored the community prospered, spiritually and temporally. 
However, when the devotions relaxed, it seemed as if God's 
blessing departed from them. The statue is of wax and is about 
nineteen inches high. It is clothed in a royal mantle and has a 
beautiful jeweled crown on its head. Its right hand is raised in 
blessing and its left holds a globe signifying sovereignty. 
 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN (CCC) 
collection will be taken up this weekend along with a collection 
for the Catholic University of America. Your support helps the 
CCC connect people to Christ in the United States and around the 
world through the Internet, television, radio, and print media. Half 
the funds we collect remain here in the Archdiocese to support 
local efforts. Be a part of this campaign to spread the Gospel 
message. Support the collection today! To learn more, visit: 
www.usccb.org/ccc. Fr. Richard and David are both CUA alumni. 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COLLECTION-Next weekend's 
second collection is for St. Helena School. Your donation will 
help cover the increased cost to disinfect each classroom twice a 
day.  We have also paid for and provided computers to some 
students who are learning from home. Please be generous. 
 

PARISH CALENDARS are available in the Rectory. 
 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA-You can pick up your child's photo 
with Santa at any time at the front desk of the rectory.  
 

SPANISH FAMILY SESSION takes place today, Sunday, 
January 10 at 1PM in the cafeter ia. 
 

 

ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION will be Sun., Jan. 17 at 11AM 
in the cafeteria. It is important that parents attend so we can 
evaluate the effectiveness of our current on-line learning program. 
 

PARKING LOT CLOSURE-Beginning Monday, Jan. 18, the 
parking lot will be locked from 10PM - 7AM.  Special cards are 
now being given to those people who will need access during that 
time. You will now need a card to both enter and leave the lot 
during those hours. 
 

ST. L BRONX,  
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ST. HELENA SELF-TESTING SITE-NYC Test and Trace 
staff will again be at St. Helena from January 24-30 to assist 
people ages 4 and up in using self-swab COVID-19 testing kits. 
These tests are free of charge, less invasive, more comfortable, 
and provide results within 48 hours.  
 

¡Corazón Saludable,      Vida Saludable! 
¡Participe en un taller cocinar y alimentación saludable VIRTUAL 
GRATIS & DIVERTIDO de que puede ayudar a controlar o 
bajar su presión arterial y ayudar con su peso para tener un 
corazón y vida saludable! 

 

En enero, adultos (18 años o más) diagnosticados con y/o con en 
tratamiento con medicamentos para la presión arterial alta habra! 
 talleres semanales de nutrición y cocina y seguimiento de la 
presión arterial y peso. Sesión de 1 hora por semana durante 7 
semanas Para obtener más información, contacte: P. Powers; 
718-892-3232   ¡El cupo es limitado de 10-15 personas por grupo! 
 

ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY has resumed on Tuesdays and 

Sundays. Classes will be at 1PM and 7:30PM on Tuesdays, and 
next Sunday at 11:15AM. Our study topic will be Jesus.  
 

CALASANZ MOVEMENT YOUTH GROUP meets vir tually 
every Friday at 7PM. 

 

 
 

ENGLISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP-We meet both 
live in the Rectory and virtually every Saturday at 1PM by way of 
ZOOM. To join virtually, go to www.zoom.us and enter meeting 
#: 8292669493 and Password: 444555.   
 
 

PRAYER GROUP MEETS every Monday at 7PM in the church. 
 

LEGION OF MARY  meets every Sat. at 1PM in Peralta Room. 

 
 

 
 

PARISH BAPTISMS-You must attend a one-hour baptismal 
class prior to the event. If you have not yet taken the class in 
either English or Spanish, you must come to the rectory and 
register for the class, which takes place on Thursday evenings at 
7PM. The Spanish classes are held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and 
the English classes on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays. You must 
register to attend by calling 718-892-3232. 
 

MISSALETTES  (English or  Bilingual) are available and, 
anyone wishing their own missalette can purchase one in the 
rectory for $2.  
 

NEW LIVE-STREAMING EQUIPMENT NEEDED-Many 
parishioners are unable to view our Facebook Masses and have 
requested that we livestream also to YouTube. In order to meet 
this need, and improve the quality and reliability of our live-
streams, we need to purchase new equipment. The cost will be 
$2,000, and we have set up a gofundme page to accomplish this 
goal.  We have a donor who will match funds contributed for this 
cause.  Donations can be brought to the rectory or made on this 
special funding page: 
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/sthelena-church
-needs-new-video-equipment 
 
 

 
    

CANDLEMAS AND GROUNDHOG DAY FOOD PANTRY-
We served over 80 meals during our Three Kings Food Pantry, 
and we thank everyone who participated in any way in it, whether 
it be contributing financially, cooking, or serving the meals.  Our 
next Food Pantry will be held on Candlemas Day, Tuesday,  
February 2 at 12 Noon.  We are again in need of people to cook 
and serve the hot meals. If you can help, please call 646-667-5365 
today and let us know how you are able to help. 
 

CANDLEMAS DAY-The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
also known as Candlemas Day, is the day in which the faithful 
bring candles to be blessed during the Mass. These candles are to be 
used for spiritual purposes throughout the year. On that day, Tues., 
Feb. 2, our Masses are 8:30AM and 12:15PM in English. Candles 
will also be blessed during the 7PM Spanish Mass the next day. 
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM.  Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602.   
 

VIEW ON FORMED at: www.formed.org. Reborn or Wild 
Goose, Segment 3: Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Fire, Segment 
7: The Spirit of Adoption, or Segment 8: The Spirit and the 
Sacraments. Watch Ready Reasons: Is Baptism Necessary for 
Salvation?, or Listen to: Changed Forever or Our Beautiful End.  
                       
                    WEEKLY COLLECTION 

January 3—$5,270.37       Solemnity of Mary—1,842.00    

         Mass Intentions 
January 10 – Sunday— The Baptism of Our Lord 
8:00 +Robert Benz 
10:00 S +Joseph Czeladko;   Emilio Alonso Freiria-Health Inten; 
  Francisca and Faith Houssou-Birthday Intention 
12:00 S (Sp) +Anselma Quinones;   +Clara Clemente; 
   +William Ortiz;  +Neisy Gonzalez 
5:00       Brenda and Scott Van de Weghe’s Spiritual and  
  Temporal Well-Being 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 

January 11 – Monday – St. Theodosius the Cenobiarch 
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors 
8:30 S  Intentions for Alan Walden 
12:15   +Madalena Barletta-1st Anniversary 
 

January 12 – Tuesday – St. Marguerite Bourgeoys  
6:30*   Alessandra Mia Savino”s Utmost Facility to Achieve  
  Salvation & for a Close and Loving Relationship with Her 
  Paternal Grandmother 
8:30 S  In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted for Alan Walden 
12:15   Maureen Meloney-Birthday Intention 
 

January 13 – Wednesday – St. Hilary of Poitiers  
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors 
8:30 S  Xavier Frances, Meera Job, Staven and Jair Joseph in  
                    Thanksgiving 
12:15     David Sheehan, Jr.-Healing Intention; 
          For P. Fernando Negro, Que Dios lo Bendiga 
7:00 S (Sp)  +Pedro Rivera 
 

January 14 – Thursday – Feast of The Infant of Prague  
6:30*      Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
8:30 S   +Stephen Peter Zagami 
12:15 God’s Blessings for Fr. Luis in Puerto Rico 
 

January 15 – Friday – St. Ita 
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors  
8:30 S Souls in Purgatory 
12:15 +Annie T. Clarke 
 

January 16 – Saturday – St. Honoratus of Arles 
6:30* +Alberto Brinz 
8:30 S   Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
12:15    Betty and Mike McCab-Intentions 
5:30 +Carlos de Jesus 
 

January 17 – Sunday— Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
10:00 S +Roger De Angelis;   +Martha Colon Lamas 
12:00 S (Sp) +Dolores Torres-1 Year Anniv;  +Marta Laureano;  

  +William Ortiz 
5:00       The Neubauer Family Intentions 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 

Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

 

               Readings for the week of January 10, 2021 
Sun: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or 
Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11; Mon: Heb 1:1-6/Ps 
97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20; Tues: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 
5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28; Wed: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 
[8a]/Mk 1:29-39; Thurs: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 [8]/Mk 1:40-45; 
Fri: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12; Sat: Heb 
4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf. Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17; Next Sun: 1 Sm 3:3b-
10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 1:35-42 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

http://www.zoom.us/

