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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
”-Mt 25,34 

Entonces dirá 

el Rey a los 



WE ARE BACK IN ORDINARY TIME 
Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not because it is common but 
simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. The 
Latin word ordinalis, which refers to ordinal numbers in a series, 
stems from the Latin word ordo, from which we get the English 
word order. Thus, the 33 numbered weeks of Ordinary Time, in 
fact, represent the ordered life of the Church—the period in which 
we live our lives neither in feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter 
seasons) or in more severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but 
in watchfulness and expectation of the Second Coming of Christ. 
Ordinary Time refers to all of those parts of the Catholic Church's 
liturgical year that aren't included in the major seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, or Easter. The normal liturgical color for Ordinary 
Time—for those days when there is no special feast—is green. 
Green vestments and altar cloths had been associated with the 
time after Pentecost, the period in which the Church founded by 
the risen Christ and enlivened by the Holy Spirit began to grow (as 
green plants do) and to spread the Gospel to all nations. It's so 
appropriate, therefore, that this year the Gospel for the Second 
Sunday of Ordinary Time (which is actually the first Sunday that is 
celebrated in Ordinary Time) features John the Baptist's staunch 
acknowledgment of Christ as the Lamb of God. Thus, for ordinary 
Catholics, Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which Christ, the 
Lamb of God, walks among us and transforms our lives.  
 

“CATHOLIC” JOE BIDEN WILL BECOME PRESIDENT 
On January 20th, Joe Biden will become only the second Roman 
Catholic in U.S. History to occupy the White House. It was in 1960 
that John F. Kennedy, a Democrat, became the very first Catholic 
president. At the time, Kennedy had to convince the nation that a 
Catholic could govern a Protestant-majority country without any 
interference or influence from the Vatican. Sixty years later, Biden, 
who ran as a moderate and carries a rosary in his pocket, is now 
the most politically powerful Catholic in American politics, and he 
takes the job under different circumstances but is similar to JFK in 
many ways. Biden’s Catholicism often helped shape his politics as 
did a family tragedy in which his wife and daughter were killed in a 
car accident.  Four years later, Jill and Joe Biden were married by 
a Catholic priest on June 17, 1977, in the Chapel at the United 
Nations in New York City. Yet, despite the thrill of meeting Pope 
John Paul II in 1980, there was one thing Biden refused to do: kiss 
the pope’s ring, a customary greeting when meeting an esteemed 
cleric. It was later revealed that it was Biden’s mother who insisted 
he refrain, telling her son, “Don’t you kiss his ring.” His refusal is a 
glimpse of how the president-elect, who has spent decades in the 
U.S. Senate and the White House, might approach his own power 
as he finally takes hold of an office he has sought since 1988. The 
moment in Rome is also a hallmark of how the president-elect will 
manage his faith: a throwback brand of political Catholicism that 
eschews obsessive obedience to the Holy See on matters of 
policy. Biden promises unity post-Trump, but how he governs 
could ultimately result in an even bigger political split in the U.S. 
over the next four years.      
 

Biden, who was raised in an Irish Catholic household, used faith 
as a campaign theme through the past year in an effort to cut into 
Trump’s appeal with evangelicals and traditional Catholics. Biden 
effectively framed the race as “a battle for the soul of a nation,” 
highlighting his empathy, especially as the pandemic worsened. 
Over the past few decades, Catholics have become a key voting 
bloc (especially in the Midwest) with many abandoning the old  
Democrat party in 2016 to vote for Trump and a new populist GOP. 
The fissures in our political system are likely to highlight the ones 
that have plagued Catholicism itself since the 1960s. The church 
has had an internal battle between new “cultural Catholics” and 
“traditional” ones on issues such as abortion. “I’m as much a 
cultural Catholic as I am a theological Catholic,” Biden wrote in his 
2007 book Promises to Keep: On Life in Politics. “My idea of self, 
of family, of community, of the wider world comes straight from my 
religion. It’s not so much the Bible, the Ten Commandments, the 
sacraments, or the prayers I learned. It’s the culture.”  

Doctrine and politics don’t neatly line up, but that hasn’t stopped 
Catholics from picking sides and making compromises with their 

faith traditions and teachings. As a result, Biden’s election and his 
call for unity won’t likely heal any of the divisions. It was last year, 
in the middle of a heated primary, that Biden changed his position 
and rejected the Hyde Amendment, which banned federal money 
to fund abortions, and politically it worked for Biden. But there are 
questions. How will Biden’s politics affect issues such as abortion, 
immigration, and religious freedom? Many traditional Catholics, 
ones who regularly attend Mass each Sunday, vote based on 
those issues. Biden, while championing Catholic social teaching, 
has moved to the left on some of them in order to appeal to a 
larger segment of Democratic voters who are increasingly 
agnostic. Biden pledged during his campaign to roll back bans on 
foreign aid to groups promoting or performing abortions, and to 
rescind religious liberty protections enjoyed by groups who object 
to the federal contraceptive insurance mandate— both things that 
can be done by executive order. Also, the Biden campaign has 
pledged to enshrine abortion protections into federal law and to 
pass far-reaching gender identity protections into law.  

Biden is opposed to school vouchers for children who attend 
Catholic schools.  Yet, Biden attended a private Catholic grammar 
school and an elite private Catholic boys college prep school, 
Archmere Academy, which is run by the Norbertines in Delaware. 

Biden, 78, who regularly attends church near his home in 
Wilmington has been vocal about his Catholic upbringing, yet all of 
his children married Jewish spouses. It seems that while 
Traditional Catholics believe and affirm what the church actually 
teaches, many Cultural Catholics, such as Biden, only accept 
those teachings that happen to coincide with their political party’s 
platform, and this may cause some difficulties ahead. 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY - Jan. 18-25 
The theme for 2021 was chosen by the Ecumenical Monastic 
Community of Grandchamp located near Lake Neuchatel in 
Switzerland. The community, founded in the 1930s where a group 
of Reformed women, searching for a place to pray in solitude in 
imitation of Jesus Christ, repeatedly gathered and drew a growing 
group of guests that necessitated a permanent presence. The 
theme, "Abide in my love... You shall bear much fruit" from the 
Gospel of John, chapter 15, expresses the Community’s vocation 
to prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human 
family. Here, Jesus reminds his disciples that he is the vine, and 
we are the branches. If we abide in him, in Jesus and in the 
Covenant made in his precious blood, we will be such a healthy 
branch as to bear much fruit, abundant grapes. The image of 
branches helps believers understand that they are all diverse as 
individuals, but brought together in the one Vine, who is Christ 
alive in the Church. It can also point out, in these times of growing 
ecumenical witness, that the differing expressions of the Christian 
faith are also branches which cannot live on their own and still 
authentically proclaim the Gospel to all creatures. We preach 
Christ crucified and risen to a needy world, that the world may 
have hope. Separately, that “sap” which keeps all the branches 
healthy, gets stuck in blocked veins of animosity, distrust, bigotry, 
and ignorance. Only open veins will allow the sap to flow. Only 
then can all the branches bear much fruit. Therefore, abiding in 
Christ’s love, let us love one another. 
 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF 
UNBORN CHILDREN - Jan. 22 

At St. Helena's,  we will celebrate the 12:15PM Mass for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children and then pray for the unborn at 1PM 
on Friday, January 22 during Eucharistic Adoration, which will 
last from 1-6:30PM. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also 
be available. The over 60 million abortions since the 1973 decisions 
of Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton reflect with heartbreaking 
magnitude what Pope Francis means by a “throwaway culture.” 
However, we have great trust in God’s providence. The General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal, no. 373, designates January 22 
as a particular day of prayer and penance, called the "Day of 
Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children”: “In all the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 shall be 
observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the 
legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to 

ST. L BRONX,  
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the dignity of the human person committed through acts of 
abortion.” As individuals, we are called to observe this day through 
the penitential practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms. The 
National Right to Life March in Washington, D.C. will take place on 
Friday, January 29.  
 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COLLECTION-This weekend's 
second collection is for St. Helena School. Your donation will 
help cover the increased cost to disinfect the school twice a day.   
 

PARISH CALENDARS are still available in the Rectory. 
 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA-You can pick up your child's photo 
with Santa at any time at the front desk of the rectory.  
 

 

ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION takes place today Sun., Jan. 17 
at 11AM in the cafeteria. It is important that parents attend so we 
can evaluate the effectiveness of our  on-line learning program. 
 

PARKING LOT CLOSURE-Beginning Tuesday, Jan. 19, the 
parking lot will be locked from 10PM - 7AM.  Special cards are 
now being given today and tomorrow to those people who will 
need access during that time. You will now need a card to both 
enter and leave the lot during those hours. 
 

ST. HELENA SELF-TESTING SITE-NYC Test and Trace 
staff will again be at St. Helena from January 24-30 to assist 
people ages 4 and up in using self-swab COVID-19 testing kits. 
These tests are free of charge, less invasive, more comfortable, 
and provide results within 48 hours.  
 

CORAZÓN SALUDABLE, VIDA SALUDABLE-¡Participe en 
un taller cocinar y alimentación saludable virtual gratis & divertido 
de que puede ayudar a controlar o bajar su presión arterial y 
ayudar con su peso para tener un corazón y vida saludable! 

 

En enero, adultos (18 años o más) diagnosticados con y/o con en 
tratamiento con medicamentos para la presión arterial alta habra! 
 talleres semanales de nutrición y cocina y seguimiento de la 
presión arterial y peso. Sesión de 1 hora por semana durante 7 
semanas Para obtener más información, contacte: P. Powers; 
718-892-3232   ¡El cupo es limitado de 10-15 personas por grupo! 
 

ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY has resumed on Tuesdays and 

Sundays. Classes will be at 1PM and 7:30PM on Tuesdays, and 
Sundays at 11:15AM. Our study topic will be Jesus in the Bible. 
 

CALASANZ MOVEMENT YOUTH GROUP is now meeting 
virtually every Friday at 7PM. 

 

 
 
 

 

SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP MEETS every 
Monday at 7PM in the church. 
 

LEGION OF MARY  meets every Sat. at 1PM in Peralta Room. 
 

NEW LIVE-STREAMING EQUIPMENT NEEDED-Many 
parishioners have requested that we livestream to YouTube. In 
order to meet this need, and improve the quality and reliability of 
our live-streams, we need to purchase new equipment. The cost 
will be $2,000, and we have now set up a gofundme page at: 
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/sthelena-church
-needs-new-video-equipment 
 

 

 
    

CANDLEMAS AND GROUNDHOG DAY FOOD PANTRY-
Our next Food Pantry will be held on Candlemas Day, Tuesday,  
February 2 at 12 Noon.  We are again in need of people to cook 
and serve the hot meals. If you can help, please call 646-667-5365 
today and let us know how you are able to help. We provide the food.  
 

CANDLEMAS DAY-The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
also known as Candlemas Day, is the day in which the faithful 
bring candles to be blessed during the Mass. These candles are to be 
used for spiritual purposes throughout the year. On that day, Tues., 
Feb. 2, our Masses are 8:30AM and 12:15PM in English. Candles 
will also be blessed during the 7PM Spanish Mass the next day. 
 
 

FREE CATHOLIC COURSES-Receive a free on-line Catholic 
education in many areas.  This is a website you will go back to 
time and again.  https://www.catholiconline.school  

VIEW ON FORMED at-www.formed.org. This week on the 
22nd is a Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children. Watch: The Value of Life, Unplanned-Behind the Scenes, 
Why I Left Planned Parenthood, or Changing Sides. Listen to: 
There is Life in the Womb, The New Conversation: Changing 
Hearts & Minds on Abortion , Changed Forever or Why I Left 
Planned Parenthood.    
VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM.  Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602.  

                    WEEKLY COLLECTION 
January 10—$4,884.59  Catholic Communications—$1,016.00   

         Mass Intentions 
January 17 – Sunday— Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 In Thanksgiving for Favors 
10:00 S +Roger De Angelis; +Martha Colon Lamas; 
 +Maria Menendez 
12:00 S (Sp) +Dolores Torres;  +Marta Laureano-1 Yr Anniv;  

 +William Ortiz;  Afi Mawuli-Healing Inten; +Rosa Mendez; 
       +Eleazar Carlos Perez, Acencion Tepale, Vicenta Zanches, 

 Pablo Ruiz and Maria Aparicio;    +Veronica Tavarez; 
  +Maria Guadalupe Rangel Martinez 
5:00       The Neubauer Family Intentions 
6:30 S (Fr)  Zita Atsu for Protection 
 

January 18 – Monday – St. Deicolus 
6:30* +Ana Wnek 
8:30 S  Gina Vaccaro’s Intentions 
12:15   David Niles-50th Birthday Intention 
 

January 19 – Tuesday – St. Wulfstan  
6:30*   +Alberto Brinz 
8:30 S  In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted for Gina Vaccaro 
12:15   Joan Wharff-Healing Intention 
 

January 20 – Wednesday – St. Fabian  
6:30* Alessandra Mia Savino”s Utmost Facility to Achieve  
 Salvation & for a Close and Loving Relationship with Her 
 Paternal Grandmother 
8:30 S  Intentions for Fr. Richard’s Health and Happiness 
12:15     +Ralph A. Cerbone, Sr. 
7:00 S (Sp) +Lesandro Jr.Guzman Feliz; Joseph Atsu for Protection 
 

January 21 – Thursday – St. Agnes & Our Lady of Altagracia 
6:30*      In Thanksgiving for Favors 
8:30 S   In Thanksgiving for Favors 
12:15 +Joaquin Torres 
 

January 22 – Friday – St. Vincent Pallotti 
6:30* Joanne Savino’s Intentions 
8:30 S +Catherine Carolan 
12:15 +Luis M. Capellan 
 

January 23 – Saturday – Sts. Vincent and Marianne Cope 
6:30* John Hebhardt-Birthday Intention 
8:30 S   Brenda and Scott Van de Weghe’s Spiritual and  
                                             Temporal Well-Being 
12:15    +Ginger English 
5:30 +Maria Luisa de Jesus 
 

January 24 – Sunday— Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 +Margot Panizo 
10:00 S +John McManus and Billy Varian 
12:00 S (Sp) +Anselma Quinones;   +Gregorio Rodriguez 
5:00       Annette Wharff-Intentions-So Much Blessings 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 
 

Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

 

 

               Readings for the week of January 17, 2021 
Sun: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 
17-20/Jn 1:35-42; Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 2:18-
22; Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c [5]/Mk 2:23-28; 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 3:1-6; 
Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [8a and 9a]/Mk 3:7-
12; Friday: Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [11a]/Mk 3:13-19; 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Mk 3:20-21; Next 
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-2 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 


