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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
”-Mt 25,34 

Entonces dirá 

el Rey a los 



St. Brigid - February 1 
Bridget of Kildare was born around 450 into a Druid family, being 
the daughter of Dubhthach, court poet to King Loeghaire. At an 
early age, Brigid decided to become a Christian, eventually taking 
vows as a nun. Together with a group of other women, she then 
established a nunnery at Kildare. She was later joined by a small 
community of monks led by Conlaed. Kildare had formerly been a 
pagan shrine where a sacred fire was kept perpetually burning. 
Rather than stamping out this pagan flame, Brigid and her nuns 
kept it burning as a Christian symbol. This was in keeping with the 
general process whereby Druidism in Ireland did gave way to 
Christianity with very little opposition. The Druids, for the most 
part, said that their own beliefs were a partial and tentative 
insight into the nature of God, and that they did recognize in 
Christianity what they had been looking for.  As an abbess, Brigid 
participated in several Irish councils, and her influence on the 
policies of the Church in Ireland was considerable. Many stories of 
her younger days deal with her generosity toward the needy, and 
she fashioned a unique cross made of rushes. 
 

Presentation of the Lord - February 2 
Until 1969, the ancient feast of the Presentation of Our Lord, 
which is of Oriental origin, was known in the West as the feast of 
the Purification of Our Lady and closed the Christmas Cycle, forty 
days after the Lord's birth. The feast was first observed in the 
Eastern Church as "The Encounter." In the sixth century, it began 
to be observed in the West: in Rome with a more penitential 
character and in Gaul (France) with solemn blessings and large 
processions of candles, popularly known as "Candlemas." The 
Presentation of the Lord concludes the celebration of the Nativity 
and with the offerings of the Virgin Mother and the prophecy of 
Simeon, the events now point toward Easter. "In obedience to the 
Old Law, the Lord Jesus, the first-born, was presented in the 
Temple by his Blessed Mother and his foster father. This is also 
another 'epiphany' celebration insofar as the Christ Child is now 
revealed as the Messiah through the canticle and words of Simeon 
and the testimony of Anna the prophetess. Christ is the light of 
the nations, hence the blessing and procession of candles on this 
day. In the Middle Ages, this feast of the Purification of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary, or 'Candlemas,' was of great importance. "The 
specific liturgy of this Candlemas feast, the blessing of candles, is 
celebrated as it should be, except of course whenever February 2 
falls on a Sunday and thus takes precedence. There are two ways 
of celebrating the ceremony, either the Procession, which begins 
at a 'gathering place' outside the church, or the Solemn Entrance, 
celebrated within the church." We shall bless candles brought by 
parishioners at all Masses on Feb. 2 and at its vigil.  
 

St. Blaise - February 3 
St. Blaise was a physician and Bishop of Sebaste, Armenia. He 
lived in a cave on Mount Argeus and was a healer of men and 
animals. According to legend, sick animals would come to him on 
their own looking for help but would never disturb him at prayer.  
Agricola, governor of Cappadocia, came to Sebaste to persecute 
Christians. His huntsmen went into the forest to find wild animals 
for the arena games and found many waiting outside Blaise's 
cave. Discovered in prayer, Blaise was arrested, and Agricola tried 
to get him to recant his faith. While in prison, Blaise ministered to 
and healed fellow prisoners, including saving a child who was 
choking on a fishbone; this led to the blessing of throats on Blaise's 
feast day. Thrown into a lake to drown, Blaise stood on the surface 
and invited his persecutors to walk out and prove the power of 
their gods; they drowned. When he returned to land, he was 
martyred by being beaten, his flesh torn with wool combs (which 
led to his association with and patronage of those involved in the 
wool trade), and then beheaded.  In 1222, the Council of Oxford 
prohibited servile labor in England on his feast. He is one of the 
Fourteen Holy Helpers, and he is invoked for all with throat 
afflictions, and on his feast, two candles are blessed with a prayer 
that God will free from all such afflictions and every illness; all those 
will receive this blessing. We will bless throats at St. Helena on his 
actual Feb. 3 feast day as well as at all Masses on Sunday, Feb. 7. 
 

St. Agatha - February 5 
St. Agatha died in defense of her purity, in Catania, Sicily, where 
she was born. After Quintanus, the governor of Sicily, tried in vain 
to force her to consent to sin, she was imprisoned for a month 
with an evil woman. He then turned from sensuality to cruelty and 
had her breasts cut off, but that night Agatha was healed by St. 
Peter. She was then rolled over sharp stones and burning coals, 

and finally taken to prison where she died while praying. Her 
name appears in the Roman Canon. A year after her death, the 
city of Catania was in great peril from an eruption on Mount Etna. 
Pagans, too, were numbered among those who fled in terror to 
the saint's grave. Her veil was taken and held against the 
onrushing flames, and suddenly the danger ceased. Her grave is 
venerated at Catania in Sicily. 
 

St. Paul Miki and Companions - February 6 
Nagasaki, Japan, is familiar to Americans as the city on which the 
second atomic bomb was dropped, killing hundreds of thousands. 
Three and a half centuries before, twenty-six martyrs of Japan 
were crucified on a hill, now venerated as the Holy Mountain, 
overlooking Nagasaki. Among them were priests, brothers and 
laymen, Franciscans, Jesuits, and many members of the Secular 
Franciscan Order; there were catechists, doctors, simple artisans 
and servants, old men and innocent children—all united in a 
common faith and love for Jesus and his church. Brother Paul 
Miki, a Jesuit and a native of Japan, has become the best known 
among the martyrs of Japan. While hanging upon a cross, Paul 
Miki preached to the people gathered for the execution: "The 
sentence of judgment says these men came to Japan from the 
Philippines, but I did not come from any other country. I am a 
true Japanese. The only reason for my being killed is that I have 
taught the doctrine of Christ. I certainly did teach the doctrine of 
Christ. I thank God it is for this reason I die. I believe that I am 
telling only the truth before I die. I know you believe me, and I 
want to say to you all once again: Ask Christ to help all of you to 
become happy. I obey Christ. After Christ's example, I forgive my 
persecutors. I do not hate them. I ask God to have pity on all, and 
I hope my blood will fall on my fellow men as a fruitful rain.” When 
missionaries returned to Japan in the 1860s, at first they found no 
trace of Christianity. But after establishing themselves, they found 
that thousands of Christians lived around Nagasaki and that they 
had secretly preserved the faith. Beatified in 1627, the martyrs of 
Japan were finally canonized in 1862.  
 

Who is the Patron Saint of Alcoholics? 
Saint Monica was the mother of Saint Augustine of Hippo, whose 
writings about her are the primary source of our information. A 
Christian from birth, she was given in marriage to a mean, bad-
tempered, pagan named Patricius. She prayed constantly for the 
conversion of her husband (who converted on his death bed), and 
of her son (who converted after living a wild life). She was the 
spiritual student of Saint Ambrose of Milan and was, herself, a 
reformed alcoholic – hence her patronage of alcoholics. 
 

SPANISH CHARISMATIC MASS on Mon., Feb. 1, Vigil of the 
Presentation of the Lord. Bring candles to be blessed at that Mass. 
 

CANDLEMAS AND GROUNDHOG DAY FOOD PANTRY-
Our next Food Pantry will be held on Candlemas Day, Tuesday,  
February 2 at 12 Noon.  We are again in need of people to cook 
and serve the hot meals. If you can help, please call 646-667-5365 
today and let us know how you are able to help. We provide the food. 
  

CANDLEMAS DAY-The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
also known as Candlemas Day, is the day in which the faithful 
bring candles to be blessed during the Mass. These candles are to be 
used for spiritual purposes throughout the year. On that day, Tues., 
Feb. 2, our Masses are 8:30AM and 12:15PM in English. Candles 
will also be blessed during the 7PM Spanish Mass on February 1. 
 

FEAST OF ST. BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS on 
Wednesday, February 3 at all Masses that day, 8:30AM and 
12:15PM in English and 7:30PM in Spanish. We will also 
bless throats at all Masses on Sunday, February 7. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION FAMILY SESSION will take place on 
Sunday, February 7 at 11AM in the cafeter ia. 
 

 
 

 
 

ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY has resumed on Tuesdays and on 

Sundays. Classes will be at 1PM and 7:30PM on Tuesdays and 
Sundays at 11:15AM. Our study topic will be Jesus in the Bible. 
 

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP every Mon. at 7PM in the church. 
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CALASANZ MOVEMENT YOUTH GROUP is now meeting 
virtually every Friday at 7PM. 

 
 

LEGION OF MARY  meets every Sat. at 1PM in Peralta Room. 
 

 
 

PARISH CALENDARS are still available in the Rectory. 
 

PHOTOS WITH SANTA-You can pick up your child's photo 
with Santa at any time at the front desk of the rectory.  
 

PARKING LOT CLOSURE has begun. The parking lot will 
be locked from 10PM - 7AM.  Special cards are being given to 
those people who will need access during that time. You will now 
need a card to both enter and leave the lot during those hours. 
PARISH BAPTISMS-You must attend a one-hour baptismal 
class prior to the event. If you have not yet taken the class in 
either English or Spanish, you must come to the rectory and 
register for the class, which takes place on Thursday evenings at 
7PM. The Spanish classes are held the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and 
the English classes on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays. You must 
register to attend by calling 718-892-3232. 
 
 

BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES will be highlighted in 
February here in the Bronx. To get your Black-owned business 
featured, contact:  angel@senatorbiaggi.com 
 

ST. HELENA SELF-TESTING SITE-NYC Test and Trace 
staff is at St. Helena, February 1-4 from 9AM-4PM to assist 
people ages 4 and up in using self-swab COVID-19 testing kits. 
These tests are free of charge, less invasive, more comfortable, 
and provide results within 48 hours.  
 

CORAZÓN SALUDABLE, VIDA SALUDABLE-¡Participe en 
un taller cocinar y alimentación saludable virtual gratis & divertido 
de que puede ayudar a controlar o bajar su presión arterial y 
ayudar con su peso para tener un corazón y vida saludable! 

 

En enero, adultos (18 años o más) diagnosticados con y/o con en 
tratamiento con medicamentos para la presión arterial alta habra! 
 talleres semanales de nutrición y cocina y seguimiento de la 
presión arterial y peso. Sesión de 1 hora por semana durante 7 
semanas Para obtener más información, contacte: P. Powers; 
718-892-3232   ¡El cupo es limitado de 10-15 personas por grupo! 
 

MEN’S CLOTHING NEEDED-Shoes, shirts, pants, ties, winter 
coats, etc. Bring donation to the rectory. 
 
 
 

FREE TICKETS FOR ADMISSION TO THE NEW YORK 
BOTANICAL GARDENS-Tuesdays-Sundays through 
February 28, 2021, from 11 a.m.–4 p.m. The distribution of 
complimentary tickets is on a first-requested, first-served basis. 
Enjoy the perfect escape to our 250 acres. Advance Tickets Are 
Required for Admission Online at: nybg.org/bronxneighbors2020 
Ticket requests will be fulfilled in the order they are received; 
please indicate the date you would like to visit. Voucher valid for 
Garden Pass admission only, which includes access to the outdoor 
gardens and collections; does not include access to the Haupt 
Conservatory, exhibitions, or special events. Proof of Bronx 
residency is required. The parking fee is not included. For more 
info, call 718.817.8117 or e-mail communityevents@nybg.org 
 

HOUSEHOLDS WHO LOST A BREADWINNER OR 
CAREGIVER TO COVID-19 may be eligible for emergency 
cash assistance, through Montefiore’s Family Resilience Fund 
supported by the Robin Hood Foundation. Families that are 
referred will be assessed by a social worker to confirm eligibility. 
For questions about the program, please email: 
familyresiliencefund@montefiore.org 
 

FREE CATHOLIC COURSES-Receive a free on-line Catholic 
education in many areas.  This is a website you will go back to 
time and again.  https://www.catholiconline.school  
 

VIEW ON FORMED at-www.formed.org. This week is the 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.  Watch: Ready Reasons: Was 

the Immaculate Conception Necessary?  or Mary of Nazareth. 

Listen to: Mary: The Indispensable Mother of God, or The Virgin 
Mary Revealed Through Scripture. Also Watch: Don Bosco or  

St. John Bosco. For children Watch: Brother Francis: The Saints.  
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM.  Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602.  
 

                    WEEKLY COLLECTION 
January 24—$3,830.98   Envelope System—$1,022.65   

      Mass Intentions 
January 31 – Sunday— Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 +Adam Joseph DePietro;    +Abin Jacob 
10:00 S +Maria and Angelo Belusci 
12:00 S (Sp) +Anselma Quinones;  +Victor Saldana; 
  Aklassou Komla and Family In Thanksgiving 
5:00       +Robert Giannoti;   +Juan Antonio Santiago 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar  
 

February 1 – Monday – St. Brigid 
6:30*      Alessandra Mia Savino”s Utmost Facility to Achieve 
               Salvation & for a Close and Loving Relationship with her 
               Paternal Grandmother 
8:30 S  +Elizabeth and Leonardo D’Aiello 
12:15   +Elizabeth and Leonardo D’Aiello 
7:00 In Gratitude for the Priests of St. Helenas; 
 Damienne Afeli, Stephane Afeli & Carmel Afeli-Intentions 
 

 

February 2 – Tuesday – The Presentation of the Lord 
6:30*   In Thanksgiving for Favors 
8:30 S  +Catherine Warneke 
12:15   +Catherine Carolan;    Yvette Mulhall-Birthday Intention 
 

February 3 – Wednesday – St. Blaise 
6:30* Vincent McDonnell-Intentions 
8:30 S  +James Hall 
12:15     +David Sheehan 
7:00 S (Sp) +Rafael Carrion;   En accion de gracias por el 3  
 aniversario de matrimonio de Victor y Silvia Cruz 
 
 

February 4– Thursday – St. John de Britto 
6:30*      +Miguel Refugio 
8:30 S   God’s Blessings for Fr. Luis in Puerto Rico 
12:15 +John Curran;     +Juan and Jose Checo and Intentions 
 for Dolores and Roberto 
 

February 5 – Friday – St. Agatha  
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors 
8:30 S +Anselma Quinones 
12:15 +Eduardo Bruno 
 

February 6 – Saturday – St. Paul Miki and Companions 
6:30*       Alessandra Mia Savino”s Utmost Facility to Achieve 
               Salvation & for a Close and Loving Relationship with her 
               Paternal Grandmother 
8:30 S   +Carlos Flores 
10:00 Cremains Mass-+Nicholas Palma, Sr. 
12:15    Intentions for Tricia Briska’s Eyesight 
5:30 +Maria Salud/Hilarion Lazo 
 

February 7 – Sunday— Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 +Walter and Mildred Murphy 
10:00 S +Anselma Quinones 
12:00 S (Sp) +Eduardo Bruno;  +Juana Martinez; 
 Accion de gracias por el cumpleanos de Katya Hernandez, 

Gracia Galicia y Jhonatan Ramirez;   +Apolonio Cruz; 
 +Ana Antonia Hernandez 
5:00       Ellen Rice-Health Intention 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar  
 

Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

 

Readings for the week of January 31, 2021 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28; 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24 [25]/Mk 5:1-20; Tuesday: 
Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32; 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a [cf. 17]/Mk 6:1-6; 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11 [cf. 10]/Mk 
6:7-13; Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc [1a]/Mk 6:14-29; 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Mk 6:30-34; Next 
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 
1:29-39 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnybg.convio.net%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DuY7kHrxUar3It-ZQGfit5A&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb035a2de17c44799ead808d8be4bbc1f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637468579775831689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
mailto:communityevents@nybg.org
mailto:familyresiliencefund@montefiore.org

