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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  



THE MINISTRIES OF LECTOR AND ACOLYTE 
On Sunday, April 18, Br. Juan Pablo will receive the ministry of 
lector at the Noon Spanish Mass, while Br. Christian will receive 
the ministry of acolyte at the 10AM English Mass.  These are 
important steps on their way to priestly ordination, and everyone is 
invited to celebrate with them.  These ministries have evolved over 
the years, and this is a good time to discuss them. 
 

They were once considered two of the four minor orders of porter, 
lector, exorcist, and acolyte. They were all mentioned about the 
year 252 in a letter of Pope Cornelius to Fabius of Antioch, and by 
the Council of Trent, they were conferred on ecclesiastical students 
during their seminary studies. The current lay ministries of lector 
and acolyte are no longer called minor orders. They were created 
by Pope Paul VI in 1973 and are now given to all candidates for 
Holy Orders, as is the case with Bros. Christian and Juan Pablo. 
However, these ministries are also open to both male and female 
laity not aspiring to sacred orders. Post-Vatican II theology has 
recovered the relevance of the ministries of Lector and Acolyte, 
not only in relation to the ordained priesthood but also, and above 
all, in relation to the priesthood of the baptized. These ministries 
are situated within the dynamic of the mutual collaboration that 
exists between these two priesthoods, and their specifically “lay” 
nature has become ever more pronounced, in connection with the 
priesthood exercised by all the baptized in virtue of their baptism. 
 

The ministries are conferred by the local bishop or in clerical 
institutes, such as the Piarist Fathers, by the major superior.  An 
interval is observed between the conferring of the ministries of 
reader and acolyte whenever more than one ministry is conferred 
on the same person. Candidates for ordination as deacons and 
priests must first receive the ministries of reader and acolyte and 
are to exercise them for a suitable time, in order to be better 
disposed for the future service of the word and of the altar. A 
candidate for Holy Orders must first be instituted as a lector before 
becoming an acolyte. Lay men and now women who possess the 
qualifications can also be admitted to the ministries of lector and 
acolyte, and before anyone is promoted to the permanent or to the 
transitional diaconate, he is required to have received the ministries 
of lector and acolyte and to have exercised them for a suitable 
period of time. Then, there is to be an interval of at least six months 
between the conferral of the ministry of acolyte and the diaconate. 
 

With respect to the functions of the ministry of acolyte, in the 
procession to the altar, the acolyte may carry the cross, walking 
between two ministers with lighted candles. During the Mass, the 
acolyte approaches the priest or the deacon, whenever necessary, 
in order to present the book to them and to assist them in any 
other way required. If no deacon is present, after the Prayer of the 
Faithful is concluded and while the priest remains at the chair, the 
acolyte places the corporal, the purificator, the chalice, the pall, 
and the Missal on the altar. Then, if necessary, the acolyte assists 
the priest in receiving the gifts of the people and, if appropriate, 
brings the bread and wine to the altar and hands them to the priest. 
If incense is used, the acolyte presents the thurible to the priest 
and assists him while he incenses the gifts, the cross, and the 
altar. Then, the acolyte incenses the priest and the people.  A duly 
instituted acolyte is an extraordinary minister and may assist the 
priest in giving Communion to the people, and they may bring it to 
the sick. If Communion is given under both kinds, when no deacon 
is present, the acolyte administers the chalice to the communicants. 
Likewise, when the distribution of Communion is completed, the 
acolyte helps the priest or deacon to purify and arrange the sacred 
vessels. When no deacon is present, an acolyte carries the sacred 
vessels to the credence table and while there purifies, wipes, and 
arranges them in the usual way. 
 

The duties of the lector include when coming to the altar, when no 
deacon is present, the lector, wearing approved attire, may carry 
the Book of the Gospels, which is to be slightly elevated. In that 
case, the lector walks in front of the priest.  Upon reaching the 
altar, the lector makes a profound bow, approaches the altar, and 
places the Book of the Gospels upon it.  The lector reads from the 
ambo the readings that precede the Gospel. If there is no psalmist, 
the lector may also proclaim the responsorial Psalm after the first 

reading. When no deacon is present, the lector may announce 
from the ambo the intentions of the Prayer of the Faithful. If there 
is no singing at the Entrance or at Communion and the antiphons 
in the Missal are not recited by the faithful, the lector may read 
them at the appropriate time. Lectors proclaim God’s word in the 
liturgical assembly, instruct children and adults in the faith, and 
prepare them to receive the sacraments worthily. 
 

St. Anselm - April 21 
He was born in 1033 in Aosta, Italy, and he died in Canterbuy, 
England. St. Anselm's services to the Church are principally the 
following: First, as Archbishop of Canterbury, he defended the 
rights and liberties of the Church against the encroachments of 
the English kings, who plundered the Church's lands, impeded the 
Archbishop's communications with the Holy See, and claimed the 
right to invest prelates with the ring and crosier, symbols of the 
Church's spiritual jurisdiction. Second, as a philosopher and a 
theologian, he developed a method of reasoning which prepared 
the way for the great thinkers of the Middle Ages. Third, he had a 
great devotion to Our Lady and was the first to establish the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception in the West. He died in 1109. 
 

St. George - April 23 
St. George is venerated by the Eastern Church among her "great 
martyrs" and "standard-bearers." He belonged to the Roman 
army, was arrested, and, probably, beheaded under Diocletian, c. 
304. He is the patron of England, since 800. St. George is one of 
the "Fourteen Holy Helpers." Many legends are attached to Saint 
George, the most famous is in The Golden Legend with the evil 
dragon. There was a dragon that lived in a lake near Silena, Libya. 
Not even armies could defeat this creature, and he terrorized the 
flocks and the people. St. George was passing through and upon 
hearing that a princess was about to be eaten, he went to battle 
against the serpent, and he killed it with one blow from his lance. 
Then with his great preaching, George converted the people. He 
distributed his reward to the poor, then left the area. 
 

SPANISH FAMILY SESSION takes place today Sunday, 
April 18 at 1PM in the cafeter ia.  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24 at 11AM in cafeteria-Meeting for 
children and parents who teach or zoom at home. 
 

ENGLISH FAMILY SESSION will take place on Sunday, 
April 25 at 11AM in the cafeter ia. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION REHEARSAL on April 28 at 
3PM for  all students receiving Holy Communion in May.  
 

ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY has resumed on Tuesdays and on 
Sundays. Classes will be at 1PM and 7:30PM on Tuesdays and 
Sundays at 11:15AM. Our study topic will be Jesus in the Bible. 
 
 

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP every Mon. at 7PM in the church.  
 

ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP every Sat. at 1PM in the rectory. 
 

LEGION OF MARY  meets every Sat. at 1PM in Peralta Room. 
 

OLIVE WOOD RELIGIOUS ARTICLES-A missionary group 
from Bethlehem will be selling hand carved articles April 24-25. 
 

COMMUNITY MEETING to discuss the dangerous intersection 
at White Plains Rd. and Westchester Ave today, Sunday, April 18 
at 11AM in English and 2PM in Spanish in the cafeteria.  
 
 

BOOKS & ORIGINAL DRAWINGS by Fr . Fernando Negro 
are available for your perusal every Sunday from 9AM-1:30PM 
in the room beside the Religious Goods Room. 
 

NEW MISSALETTES are now available in the rectory for  $2.  
 

MORE PALMS-If you or anyone you know did not receive their 
palms on Palm Sunday, or if you would like additional palms, we 
have more available in the rectory.  
 

ST. HELENA SCHOOL has been awarded 30 seats for  NYC 
FREE PreK-3yr olds Program in addition to our regular UPK 4-yr 
old classes. The program begins this September and is from 
8:10AM-2:30PM on school days. Parents who are interested 
can register at www.myschools.nyc or call 718-935-2009. Saint 
Helena School’s ID Code for this program is XADQ. 
 
 

ST. L BRONX,  
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EARTHDAY.ORG will have its second Earth Day Live digital 
event beginning on April 22 at 12 PM ET. Workshops, panel 
discussions, and special performances will focus on Restore Our 
Earth,  natural processes, emerging green technologies, and 
innovative thinking that can restore the world’s ecosystems. 
 

ST. JOSEPH'S DAY FLEA MARKET on May 1-2 from  
9:30AM-2:00PM in the parking lot and in the cafeteria. Donations 
are needed and can be brought to the rectory. Due to COVID 
restrictions, we cannot accept clothing. Volunteers are needed.  
 
 
 

 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS-Tax day for individuals has 
been extended to May 17. If you are in need of your parish tax  
donation contribution statement for tax purposes, please contact 
the parish office at 718-892-3232.  
 
 

VIEW ON FORMED-Everyone at St. Helena's has a free parish 
subscription at www.formed.org. Just click join as a parishioner. 

Watch: The Search. Listen to: Praying the Rosary Like Never 

Before. April 21
st is the Feast of St. Anselm.  Listen to the 

audiobook: Church Fathers and Teachers by Pope Benedict XVI.   
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES has a diaper bank and is giving away 
free diapers to mothers and children under the age of 4 in the 
Bronx. They also help with rent arrears, housing court advocacy, 
furniture assistance etc. Call 718-414-1050 X30 for  more info. 
 
 

HOW TO GET THE VACCINE-All New Yorkers aged 16 
years or older are eligible to receive the vaccine. To schedule an 
appointment, visit vaccinefinder.nyc.gov or call 877-VAX-4NYC. 
 

COVID FUNERAL REIMBURSEMENTS BEGIN-Those who 
lost loved ones to COVID-19 are now able to apply for retroactive 
reimbursements for burial costs. Applicants can receive up to 
$9,000 per burial. The deceased's documentation status is not 
considered, but the applicants must be U.S. citizens, legal 
residents, asylees, refugees, or non-citizen nationals. To apply, 
you must call 844-684-6333.  The call center is open from 7am to 
7pm ET. Before you call, please collect relevant documentation. 
The applicant(s) must provide:  

   a copy of the death certificate. The death certificate must 
indicate the death "may have been caused by" or "was likely a 
result of" COVID-19 or COVID-19-like symptoms. Similar 
phrases that indicate a high likelihood of COVID-19 are also 
considered sufficient. 

   proof of funeral expenses incurred. Documentation (receipts, 
funeral home contract, etc.) must include the applicant's name as 
the responsible person for the expense, the deceased individual's 
name, the amount of funeral expenses, and that funeral expenses 
were incurred after January 20, 2020. 
Please note, FEMA will only award COVID-19 funeral assistance 
for a deceased individual on a single application. If multiple 
individuals contribute toward funeral expenses, they should 
register under a single application as applicant and co-applicant.  
 
 

PRESTON HS-Friday, May 14, 12th Annual Golf Outing at 
Pelham Bay/Split Rock Golf Course.  For more info call Cristina 
Fragale at 718-863-9134, ext132 or  email: cfragale@prestonhs.org 
Also at Preston on Saturday, June 19, 6-11PM, an in person 
Luau Card Party. $25 per person or $200 for a table of 10. To 
purchase tickets call 718-863-9134 ext 131 & 148. 
 
 

FARM SHARE PROGRAM-Before we can begin deliveries, 
we need 23 people to sign up for the program where you can 
purchase fresh, local veggies, fruits, and eggs every other week 
for a low cost of $10-$20. Register at http://corbinhill-
foodproject.org/sign-up. For  more specific information, 
contact farmshare@corbinhillfarm.com. 
 

VIRTUAL COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS-We offer nine 
virtual cooking demonstrations broadcast every other week. Visit: 
http://www.bit.ly/mebc2021 to register. The next video will be on 
April 28. Many people are enjoying these virtual presentations. 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM.  Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602.  
 

HAIR BRAIDING and hair weaving by Angie, call 347-981-5806. 
              

      WEEKLY COLLECTION:   April 11—$4,595.96        
 

 

Masses Live-Streamed from St Helena take place Mon-Sat in Eng 
at 8:30AM and every Wed and First Monday in Spanish at 7PM & 
Sun at 10AM and 12PM at www.facebook.com/St.HelenaBronx. 
Our Parish YouTube Channel is St. Helena Film Ministry. 

       Mass Intentions 
April 18 – Third Sunday of Easter 
8:00 +Katherine Callaghan 
10:00 S Gina Vaccaro for Blessings and Intentions and for her 
 Parents +Leonardo and Elizabeth D’Aiello 
12:00 S (Sp)   +Joseph and Lidia Bastone, Marino Mota and 
Librado Geraldo;  Nuestra Sagrada Virgen Maria y Sagrado Padre 
Jesucristo;  Accion de Gracia al Divino Nino Barbara Mojica;  
+Victor Pincay and Colombia Alvarado de Pincay-1st Anniversary; 
+Gustavo Rosales;  +Ricardo Balseca;   +Jacqueline French; 
+Victor Castro, Rafael Baez and Ramona Baez 
5:00       Gina Vaccaro-Birthday Intention;    
 +Leroy Tapiwa Masamvu;    +Ana Velez 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar   
April 19 – Monday –  St. Apollonius  
6:30*      +Joseph and Matilda Carty 
8:30 S    Alessandra Mia Savino”s Utmost Facility to Achieve 
               Salvation & for a Close and Loving Relationship with her 
               Paternal Grandmother 
12:15   +Dilcia Mercedes Jorge 
 
 

April 20  – Tuesday – St. Agnes 
6:30*    +Gerard Lawlor 
8:30 S   In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to Alessandra Savino 
12:15   +Leon Copeland-1st Anniversary 
 

April 21 – Wednesday – St. Anselm 
6:30*      +Joyce Norment 
8:30 S  +Alberto Brinz 
12:15     Souls in Purgatory 
7:00 S (Sp) +William Ortiz;   +Cephace Komi Neku, Kossi Neku, 
 Koffi Neku, Delali Neku, Justine Neku and Valerine Neku 
 

April 22 – Thursday – St. Theodore 
6:30* Vincent McDonnell-Intentions 
8:30 S Fr. Luis’s Health and Happiness 
12:15 +Maria Guzman 
 

April 23 – Friday—St. George 
6:30* In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted for Fr. Luis 
8:30 S Joanne Savino-Intentions 
12:15 +Ruthy Mercado 
 

April 24 – Saturday—St. Fidelis 
6:30  In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to J. Savino 
8:30S +William Ortiz 
12:15 +Altagracia, Carmen, Manuel and José Capellán 
5:30 S +Juana Serrano;    +Aida Ramos;   
 +Gertrudes Acosta, Alexandro, Evelyn & Alex Carradero 
 

April 25 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8:00 David Savino’s Just Treatment of His Mother 
10:00 S +Rumalda Ortiz and Marilyn Cruz;   +Wildmer Santiago 
12:00 S (Sp)   +Rafael Alcantara;  +Clotilde Rodriguez; 
 +Joseph & Lidia Bastone, Marino Mota & Librado Geraldo; 
 +Ana Delia Lasucey Fermin and Juana Rodriguez 
5:00       +Daniel Cordero 
6:30 S (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar   
 
 
 

Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed    

     

             Readings for the week of April 18, 2021 
Sun: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48; 
Mon: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29; Tues: Acts 
7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35; Wed: 
Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40; Thurs: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8
-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51; Fri: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 
6:52-59; Sat: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69; Next 
Sun: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

http://www.formed.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkarinesreyes.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D83a1cdf6018db8fa339f64b4a%26id%3D047dc2f1d6%26e%3De67feea344&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccff3916362c14d3cded308d8fa081e81%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaa

