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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 



WHO WERE THE MAGI? 
The word “Magi” comes from 
the Greek magos meaning 
“one of a learned and priestly 
class.” The priestly class of 
Persia and Media were called 
magi. The Persian word used 
to describe these men in their 
society was magush meaning 
“magician.” There are at least 
85 paintings of the coming of the Magi in the Roman catacombs. 
The birth of Jesus was the most important event in all of history 
according to the Christians, and the Gentile Roman Christians 
identified with the Gentile Arab Magi and honored them in their 
necropolises. People of the ancient world considered them as 
scholars of the supernatural and astrologers able to interpret 
dreams, omens, and signs in the heavens. The Prophet Daniel 
vied with them in Babylon and Persia, and King Nebuchadnezzar 
appointed Daniel as “chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans 
and diviners.”By the days of Jesus, the Jewish community applied 
the word “magi” broadly to astrologers, diviners, and magicians. 
Somewhere in the east, most likely, in Babylon, some  astrologers 
saw a new star rise in the sky, and the Magi, being astrologers, 
used astrology to identify the birth of a king in Judaea, because 
there was an astrological conjunction of most of the Classical 
planets in a given spot of the sky. That spot was in the Zodiacal 
constellation of Aries, the Ram, and according to 1st- Century 
Babylonian astrology, the Ram was associated with Judaea. So 
they interpreted that conjunction as being a sign that a great king 
was to be born in that Western country. 
 

The magi were not kings, nor rabbis, nor were they Jewish. The 
New Testament never refers to sages or rabbis as magi. Jewish 
scholars took an interest in astrology, but they generally considered 
the people of Israel immune from the influences of the stars and 
planets. Though the stars and constellations might hold predictions 
for the Gentiles, the Jewish people were not supposed to be very 
concerned with such predictions because Jeremiah said, “Do not 
learn the way of the nations and do not be terrified by the signs of 
the heavens, although the nations are terrified by them,” and the 
Jewish Talmud states that the nations are terrified, but not Israel. 
Nevertheless, Judaism does associate the Messiah with the sign 
of a star. The star of the Messiah alludes to Balaam’s prophecy in 
the book of Numbers. Balaam himself was a magus from the East. 
According to the Book of Numbers, it was during in the days of 
Moses, the Gentile prophet Balaam beheld the messianic advent 
and said, “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a star 
shall come forth from Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel. The 
sages understand Balaam’s prophecy to apply to the house of 
David and the Messiah. In the early second century, Rabbi Akiva 
declared Shim’on bar Kosiva to be the messiah; he renamed the 
rebel warrior Bar Kochba, “Son of the Star,” using Numbers 24:17 
as his proof text. So, why were Gentile astrologers interested in a 
star indicating the birth of a Jewish king? Perhaps their sacred 
tradition remembered the days when Daniel sat as chief of the 
magi of Babylon and Persia. Or, if they did not receive the tradition 
from Daniel, perhaps the sizable Jewish Diaspora living in Babylon 
passed on the old Jewish belief in the coming of the Messiah. 
 

In any event, it is clear the magi sent a delegation to Jerusalem to 
seek out the infant king. Church iconography ordinarily depicts 
three magi traveling to Jerusalem, one for each gift, but Matthew 
does not give a number. They did not follow a star to Jerusalem. 
Instead, they saw a star rise that indicated the birth of a Jewish 
king. Sometime later, they traveled to Jerusalem, the royal city of 
the Jews, expecting to find the child in the very palace of the king. 
Instead, they received directions to Bethlehem, and when they 
arrived there, they again saw the star over the place where the 
child was. Historically, there may not have been three wise men, 
and the Magi were certainly not kings. They probably did not come 
to the manger, and their true names may not have been Gaspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar. It was Origen in 250 who first gives them 
these names, but by the 7th century, and even now, most people 
accept as fact that there were three wise men even though the 

Bible does not tell us how many Magi came to Palestine. It only 
says: “Magi from the east came to Jerusalem.” In one catacomb 
painting in St. Peter’s Cemetery, there are 2 Magi. In the Lateran 
Museum and in the Catacomb of Peter and Marcellinus, there are 
3. In the Domitilla Catacomb, there are 4.  A vase painting in the 
Kircherian Museum in Rome has 8 wise men crowding the house 
where Jesus and Mary reside. The number of Magi in very early 
Christian art ranges from two to a gaggle. Legend and Christmas 
carols have blindly assumed there were three wise men because 
there were three fine gifts: gold which indicated his kingship and 
immortality, frankincense to indicate his priesthood,  and myrrh 
which was more valuable than gold and was used in embalming 
and indicated his suffering and death. All we know for sure is that 
some Magi made the long journey from the East to adore “the one 
who was born king of the Jews.” And as for our very favorite carol 
about them,  We Three Kings Of Orient Are, was written in 1857 
by John Henry Hopkins, rector of Christ Episcopal Church in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania. And Origen’s speculation goes on. 
 

Solemnity of the Epiphany - January 2 and 6 
This year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Epiphany in 
the USA on January 2. "The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is 
his, and government and power." With these words, the Church 
proclaims that today's feast brings to a perfect fulfillment all the 
purposes of Advent. Epiphany, therefore, marks the liturgical 
zenith of the Advent-Christmas season. The Solemnity of the 
Epiphany is celebrated either on January 6 or, according to the 
decision of the episcopal conference, on the Sunday between 
January 2 and January 8. The young Messiah is revealed as the 
light of the nations. Yet, as the antiphon for the Magnificat at 
Second Vespers reminds us, three mysteries are encompassed in 
this solemnity: the adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi, the 
Baptism of Christ, and the wedding feast at Cana. Extra candles 
may be placed around the sanctuary and in other parts of the 
church to honor Christ revealed to us as the Light of the Gentiles.  

The feast of the Epiphany, which was kept in the East and in 
certain Western Churches before being observed in Rome, seems 
to have been originally a feast of the nativity; January 6, for those 
churches where it was kept, and was the equivalent of Christmas 
(December 25) in the Roman Church. The feast was introduced at 
Rome in the second half of the sixth century and became the 
complement and, so to say, the crown of the Christmas festival.  
 

Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates today 
is the manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after being 
made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the 
Magi who have come from the East to adore Him. Our Christian 
tradition has ever seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; 
they lead in their wake all the peoples of the earth, and thus the 
Epiphany is an affirmation of universal salvation. St. Leo brings 
out this point admirably in a sermon, read at Matins, in which he 
shows in the adoration of the Magi the beginnings of a Christian 
faith, the time when the great mass of the heathen sets off to 
follow the star which summons it to seek its Saviour. This same 
thought of universal redemption the Church returns to applying 
the words to herself, of the union with Christ typified by the holy 
wedding feast at Cana, by the baptism of her children foreshadowed 
by that of Christ in the waters of the Jordan. Formerly the Epiphany 
was an additional day for solemn baptisms. 
 

Epiphany House Blessing: A traditional way of blessing your 
home for Epiphany is to use blessed chalk to write above the 
home’s entrance, “20 + C + M + B + 22.” The numbers, combined, 
are the current year. The letters C, M, and B are the first letters of 
the names of the Magi, Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar.  
 

The Most Holy Name of Jesus - January 3 
The Church celebrates the Optional Memorial of the Most Holy 
Name of Jesus on January 3.  In the liturgical revisions of Vatican 
II, the feast was removed, though a votive Mass to the Holy Name 
of Jesus had been retained for devotional use. With the release of 
the revised Roman Missal in March 2002, the feast was restored 
as an Optional Memorial on January 3, when the Church reveals 
to us the wonders of the Incarnate Word by singing the glories of 
His name. The name of Jesus means Savior; it had been shown in 
a dream to Joseph together with its meaning and to Our Lady at 
the annunciation which was given to her by the Archangel Gabriel. 
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Devotion to the Holy Name is deeply rooted in Sacred Scripture, 
especially in the Acts of the Apostles. It was promoted in a special 
manner by St. Bernard, St. Bernardine of Siena, and St. John 
Capistrano. It was extended to the whole Church in 1727 during 
the pontificate of Innocent XIII. The month of January has since 
traditionally been dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. 
 

This feast embellishes the occasion when the Child received the 
Name Jesus as had been foretold by the angel. The feast is meant 
to impress on Christians the dignity of the Most Holy Name. It is a 
relatively new feast, stemming out of devotional piety. Nevertheless, 
it is not difficult to find in it some liturgical or ancient Christian 
dogma. What did a name signify originally? The name should 
express the nature of a thing. Thus Adam in paradise gave the 
animals names in accordance with their being. Among the Jews, 
God's name expressed His essence, Yahweh, i.e., I (alone) am 
who am (and cause all else to be). The Jews had all the highest 
respect for the name of God, a reverence that finds continuation in 
the Our Father: "Hallowed be Thy Name." Persons who played 
prominent roles in the history of salvation often received their 
names from God Himself. Adam — man of the earth; Eve — 
mother of all the living; Abraham — father of many nations; Peter 
— the rock. John the Baptist was given the name God assigned 
him. According to divine precedent, then, the name of the Holy 
Redeemer should not be accidental, of human choosing, but given 
by God Himself. For His name should express His mission. We 
read in Sacred Scripture how the angel Gabriel revealed that 
name to Mary: "You shall call His name Jesus." And to St. Joseph, 
the angel not merely revealed the name but explained its meaning: 
"You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from 
their sins." The Messiah should not only be the savior but should 
be called Savior. With Jesus, therefore, the name actually tells the 
purpose of His existence. This is why we must esteem His name 
as sacred. Whenever we pronounce it, we ought to bow our heads; 
for the very name reminds us of the greatest favor we have ever 
received, salvation.  
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton- January 4 
This wife, mother, and foundress of a religious congregation was 
born Elizabeth Ann Bayley on August 28, 1774, in New York City, 
the daughter of an eminent physician and professor at what is 
now Columbia University. Brought up as an Episcopalian, she 
received an excellent education, and from her early years, she 
manifested an unusual concern for the poor.  In 1794, Elizabeth 
married William Seton, with whom she had five children. The loss 
of their fortune so affected William's health that in 1803, Elizabeth 
and William went to stay with Catholic friends at Livorno, Italy. 
William died six weeks after their arrival, and when Elizabeth 
returned to New York City some six months later, she was already 
a convinced Catholic. She met with stern opposition from her many 
Episcopalian friends but was received into full communion with the 
Catholic Church on March 4, 1805.  Abandoned by her friends and 
relatives, Elizabeth was invited by the superior of the Sulpicians in 
Baltimore to found a school for girls in that city. The new prospered, 
and eventually the Sulpician superior, with the approval of Bishop 
Carroll, gave Elizabeth and her assistants a rule of life. They were 
also permitted to make religious profession and to wear a holy 
religious habit. In 1809, Elizabeth moved her young community to 
Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she adopted as a rule of life an 
adaptation of the rule observed by the Sisters of Charity, founded 
by St. Vincent de Paul. Although she did not neglect the ministry 
to the poor, and especially to Negroes, she actually laid the very 
foundation for what would become the American parochial school 
system. She trained teachers and prepared textbooks for use in 
the schools; she also opened orphanages in Philadelphia and New 
York City.  She died at Emmitsburg on January 4, 1821, and was 
beatified by Pope John XXIII in 1963, and was canonized by Pope 
Paul VI in 1975.   
 

St. John Neumann - January 5 
John Nepomucene Neumann was born on March 28, 1811, the 
third of six children of a stocking knitter and his wife in the village 
of Prachatitz in Bohemia. From his mother, he acquired the spirit 
of piety.  He was educated by the Piarists and through his mother's 
encouragement, he entered the Seminary at Budweis. During his 
seminary years, he yearned to be a foreign missionary in America. 
He left his native land and was ordained in June 1836 by Bishop 

John Dubois in New York. He spent four years in Buffalo and the 
surrounding area building churches and establishing schools. In 
1840, he joined the Redemptorists. Eight years later he became a 
United States citizen. By order of Pope Pius IX in 1852, he was 
consecrated as the fourth Bishop of Philadelphia. His mastery of 
eight languages proved extremely helpful in his quest for souls. He 
was a pioneer promoter of the Parochial School System in America. 
One of the many highlights of Saint John Neumann's life was his 
participation, in Rome, in the Proclamation of the Dogma of our 
Blessed Mother's Immaculate Conception. Through his efforts, the 
Forty Hours Devotion was introduced in the Philadelphia Diocese. 
He founded the first church in America for Italian-speaking people. 
He also founded the Glen Riddle group of the Sisters of the Third 
Order of St. Francis. At 48 years of age, completely exhausted 
from all his apostolic endeavors, he collapsed in the street on 
January 5, 1860. He is now buried beneath the altar of the lower 
Church in St. Peter's Church in Philadelphia.  
 

St. Telesphorus - January 5 
St. Telesphorus was Greek, probably from Calabria. He was the 
seventh Roman bishop in succession from the Apostles, and he 
celebrated Easter on Sunday but maintained fellowship with 
communities that did not. He started the tradition of Christmas 
Midnight Mass and decided that the Gloria should be sung. Some 
legends say he was a hermit before his election, and that he 
instituted the tradition of Lent. According to St. Irenaeus, he was 
"an illustrious martyr". His remains are interred in the Vatican.  
 

St. André Bessette - January 6 
Brother André expressed a saint's faith by a lifelong devotion to 
Saint Joseph. Sickness and weakness dogged André from birth. He 
was the eighth of twelve children born to a new French Canadian 
couple near Montreal. Adopted at twelve, when both parents had 
died, he became a farmhand. Various trades followed: shoemaker, 
baker, blacksmith-all failures. He was a factory worker in the 
United States during the boom times of the Civil War. At twenty-
five, he applied for entrance into the Congregation of the Holy 
Cross. After a year's novitiate, he was not admitted because of his 
weak health. But with an extension and the urging of Bishop 
Bourget, he was finally received. He was given the humble job of 
doorkeeper at Notre Dame College in Montreal, with additional 
duties as sacristan, laundry worker, and messenger. "When I 
joined this community, the superiors showed me the door, and I 
remained forty years." 
 

In his little room near the door, he spent much of the night on his 
knees. On his windowsill, facing Mount Royal, was a small statue 
of Saint Joseph, to whom he had been devoted since childhood. 
When asked about it he said, "Someday, Saint Joseph is going to 
be honored in a very special way on Mount Royal!" 
 

When he heard someone was ill, he visited to bring cheer and to 
pray with the sick person. He would rub the sick person lightly 
with oil taken from a lamp burning in the college chapel. Word of 
healing powers began to spread. When an epidemic broke out at a 
nearby college, André volunteered to nurse. Not one person died. 
The trickle of sick people to his door became a flood. His superiors 
were uneasy; diocesan authorities were suspicious; doctors called 
him a quack. "I do not cure," he said again and again, "But Saint 
Joseph cures." In the end, he needed four secretaries to handle 
the eighty thousand letters he received each year. 
 

 

For many years the Holy Cross authorities had tried to buy land on 
Mount Royal. Brother André and others climbed the steep hill and 
planted medals of Saint Joseph. Suddenly, the owners yielded. 
André collected two hundred dollars to build a small chapel and 
began receiving visitors there-smiling through many long hours of 
listening, applying Saint Joseph's oil. Some were cured, some not. 
The pile of crutches, canes, and braces grew. The chapel also grew. 
By 1931, there were gleaming walls, but money ran out. "Put a 
statue of Saint Joseph in the middle. If he wants a roof over his 
head, he'll get it." The magnificent Oratory on Mount Royal took 
fifty years to build. The sickly boy who could not hold a job died at 
ninety. He is buried at the Oratory and was beatified in 1982, and 
on October 17, 2010, Pope Benedict XVI declared him a saint. 
 

St. Raymond of Penafort - January 7 
St. Raymond was born in Barcelona, of the most noble family of 
Penafort. Having been imbued with the rudiments of the Christian 
faith, while still young, he taught humanities in Barcelona. Later 
on, he went to Bologna, where he applied himself with much 
diligence to the exercises of a virtuous life and to the study of 
canon and civil law. The holiness of his life becoming known far 
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and wide, Berengarius, the Bishop of Barcelona, visited Bologna in 
order to see him; and after the most earnest entreaties, induced 
Raymond to accompany him to Barcelona. He was shortly after 
made Canon and Provost of that Church and became a model to 
the clergy and people by his uprightness, modesty, learning, and 
meekness. His tender devotion to the Holy Mother of God was 
extraordinary, and he never neglected an opportunity of zealously 
promoting her devotion. 
 

When he was about forty-five years of age, he made his solemn 
profession. He then, devoted himself to the exercise of every 
virtue, but above all to charity to the poor, and this mainly to the 
captives who had been taken by the infidels. It was by his humble 
exhortation that St Peter Nolasco (who was his penitent) was then 
induced to devote all his riches to this work of the most meritorious 
charity. The Blessed Virgin appeared to Peter, as also to blessed 
Raymond and to James the First, King of Aragon, telling them that 
it would be exceedingly pleasing to herself and her divine Child if 
an Order of Religious men were instituted whose mission it should 
be to deliver captives from the tyranny of infidels. Whereupon, 
after deliberating together, they founded the Order of our Lady of 
Mercy for the Ransom of Captives; and blessed Raymond drew up 
certain rules of life. Raymond was called to Rome by Gregory IX 
who appointed him to be his Chaplain, Penitentiary, and Confessor. 
It was by Gregory's order that he collected together, in the volume 
called the Decretals, the Decrees of the Roman Pontiffs, which 
were to be found separately in the various Councils and Letters. 
He resigned the Generalship of the Dominican Order, which office 
he had discharged in a most holy manner for the space of two 
years. He persuaded James the King of Aragon to establish in his 
dominions the Holy Office of the Inquisition. He worked many 
miracles; among which is that most celebrated one of his having, 
when returning to Barcelona from the island of Majorca, spread 
his cloak upon the sea, and sailed upon it, in the space of six hours, 
the distance of a hundred and sixty miles, and having reached his 
convent, entered it through the closed doors. At length, when he 
had almost reached the hundredth year of his age, he slept in the 
Lord, in the year of the Incarnation 1275. He was canonized by 
Pope Clement the Eighth. 
 

FIRE AT ST. HELENA:  As many of you have already heard, 
we had an electrical fire at 8:30PM on Sunday, Dec. 26.  The fire 
itself was contained entirely within the sacristy.  It was a six-
alarm fire, and the Castle Hill Fire Department arrived within 7 
minutes after the fire was reported, and within an hour the fire 
was extinguished. However, heavy smoke from the fire has affected 
both the church and the school, requiring extensive cleaning. 
Cleaning the school will take about two weeks and cleaning the 
church will take about two months.  Therefore, classes at the 
School will be done virtually until Monday, January 10.  Daily 
Masses will take place in the Green Building Monday-Saturday 
and in the cafeteria on Sundays.  The Green Building can only 
accommodate 50 people, and we cannot allow strollers or carriages 
in the building or in the cafeteria. We ask that no young children 
attend until we are allowed to use either the gym or the church 
again for worship.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

NO CCD OR RCIA CLASSES OR PARENT CCD MEETING 
on Sun., January 2, Tues., January 4, Wed., January 5 or Sun., 
January 9 because of the clean up after the fire in the sacristy 
at the church. Fr. Richard , Director for CCD and RCIA, and 
Fr. David, Pastor feel this is an important safety issue. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION-The second collection next weekend 
is our special collection to support the Catholic Communications 
Campaign. This campaign engages and builds communities in the 
United States and developing countries using the internet, radio, 
TV and print media.  Half of the money collected remains here in 
the Archdiocese of New York to fund local communication efforts. 
Your support helps spread the Gospel message! To learn more, 
visit: www.usccb.org/ccc. 
 

MISSELETTES-You can purchase your own in the rectory for $2. 

 

ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP  will meet on Thursdays at 7PM 
and Saturdays at 1PM in the Green Bldg and will be either in-
person or virtual. You can join virtually by going on your computer 
to www.zoom.us, Meeting ID: 521 709 4814, Passcode: 333 777.  

LEGION OF MARY meets every Sat at 1PM in the Rectory. 
 

CALASANZ MOVEMENT YOUTH GROUP invites all young 
people ages 13-30 to our meetings scheduled every Friday at 7PM. 
 

ST. HELENA BOY SCOUT TROOP AND CUB SCOUT 
PACK meet on Saturdays from 9:30-11AM for  Cubs, and the 
Scouts from 11AM-12:30PM  in the school cafeter ia. 
 
 

PARISH SPIRITUAL ADOPTION PROGRAM-Month One-
Your spiritually adopted baby has been quite active over the past 
month. Already your baby is 10,000 times bigger than at conception. 
Your baby has developed the foundations of her brain, spinal cord, 
and nervous system by the 20th day. Her heart began to beat on 
the 21st day, pumping blood through its own circulatory system 
and the blood type can be different from her mother’s. Your baby 
is most vulnerable during the next month of being aborted. Pray 
that the Lord of Life might move the heart of her mother to give 
her the most precious gift of all —the gift of life. 
 

ST. HELENA HOLY LAND TOUR-Fr. David will lead an 11-
day pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan from October 21-31, 2022. 
Renew your wedding vows in Cana, the town of Jesus’ first 
miracle. We will all renew our Baptismal 
vows at the sacred Jordan River, and of 
course, we will have daily Mass. We will 
also visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Capernaum, Petra, Mt. Tabor, Mt. Carmel, 
Qumran, Tiberias, the Dead Sea, the Sea of 
Galilee, and so much more.  We will stay at five different four-
star hotels. The cost is $4,300 per person from JFK.  This is the 
opportunity of a lifetime. A $500 deposit is required. Call the 
rectory at 718-892-3232 for a brochure and to reserve your spot. 
 

PILGRIM ROSA MYSTICA STATUE is now available to be 
brought to your home for nine days for prayer. If you would like 
the statue to visit your home for nine days, please call Meera Job 
at 718-924-6657 if you would like to host the statue. 
 

VIEW ON FORMED-Good, solid Catholic Information is so 
very important.  Everyone here at St. Helena's has a free parish 
subscription at www.formed.org. Just click the icon and join as a 
parishioner. Today is the Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord. 
Watch The Story of the Nativity, Formed Now! The Maji, Ready 
Reasons: Were the Magi at Jesus’ Birth?, or for children Brother 
Francis: O Holy Night.  Listen to: Prepare the Way of the King, 
God Made Man, or The Story of Christmas.  Also Watch: God’s 
Doorkeeper about St. Andre Bessette. 
 

ST. BARNABAS HS OPEN HOUSE-Jan. 8, 2022, 10AM to 1PM. 
To schedule a shadow day, contact admissions @stbarnabashigh.com. 
 

LONGEST MARRIED COUPLE SEARCH The search begins 
for the Longest Married Couple in the Archdiocese of New York!
To enter: Couples must be sacramentally married for a minimum 
of 65 years and must reside in the Archdiocese of New York. The 
longest married couples will receive commemorative certificates 
signed by His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan. The winning 
couple will be interviewed and featured in an article in Catholic 
New York. Winners are determined by how long the couple has 
been married as of World Marriage Day, February 13th, 2022. 
For further information, or to submit an entry, contact Kathleen 
Crayne at the Family Life Office at kathleen.crayne@archny.org 
(preferred method) or 646-794-3182. The deadline for entries is 
Sunday, January 16, 2022.   
 

 

 
 

AA BIG BOOK meetings at 7PM both virtually and in-person. 
every Saturday in the Green Building. The Zoom Meeting Code 
is 84360210329 and the password is dasolution. 
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM. Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602. 
 

 

 

WE WISH ALL OF YOU A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

http://www.formed.org/


LATIN HOME CARE ofrece servicios de atención a domicilio 
y formación las 24 horas del día. Llamar al  718-918-1749. 
Puedes cobrar por cuidar a un ser querido.  
 

LA SOLEMNIDAD DE LA EPIFANÍA-La Solemnidad de 
la Epifanía era originalmente una fiesta de la natividad; donde se 
celebraba el 6 de enero en las Iglesias. Esta celebracion era el 
equivalente a la Navidad (25 de diciembre) en la Iglesia romana. 
La fiesta se introdujo en Roma en la segunda mitad del siglo VI y 
se convirtió en el complemento y, por así decirlo, de la corona de 
la fiesta de Navidad. Epifanía significa Manifestación. Lo que la 
Iglesia celebra hoy es la Manifestación del Señor al mundo 
entero. Después de darse a conocer a los pastores de Belén, se  
revela a los Magos que han venido de Oriente para adorarlo. La 
tradición cristiana ve en los Magos las primicias que conducen a 
los gentiles al paso de odos los pueblos de la tierra, y así la 
Epifanía es una afirmación de la salvación universal. San León 
destaca este punto admirablemente en un Sermón en el que 
muestra en la adoración de los Magos, los inicios de la Fe 
Cristiana. El momento en que la gran masa de los paganos se 
pone en marcha para seguir la estrella que los convoca a buscar a 
su Salvador. 
Ese es también el sentido de la maravillosa profecía de Isaías que 
la Liturgia designa para ser leída en la primera noche de los 
Maitines y en la Epístola de la Misa. A este mismo pensamiento 
de redención universal vuelve la Iglesia cuando canta, en la 
antífona del Magnificat de las segundas vísperas, aplicando las 
palabras a sí misma, la unión con Cristo tipificada por las bodas 
de Caná. Por el bautismo de sus hijos prefigurado por el de 
Cristo en las aguas del Jordán. Que Dios nos conceda un corazón 
humilde para reconocer a Cristo, el único y verdadero Rey, que 
está en medio de nosotros, y que estemos abiertos a recibir los 
dones que Dios nos tiene reservados. Que abramos nuestros 
corazones para darnos a los demás, no necesariamente regalos 
materiales, sino aquellos que necesitan de mucho más valor: la 
paz, la paciencia, el perdón, la bondad, y todo lo demás que 
amamos y deseamos profundamente recibir de los demás. 
 

       WEEKLY COLLECTION:   December 26 — $4,217.72 
  Christmas Day—$19,730.00      

Masses Live-Streamed from St. Helena take place Mon-Sat at 
8:30AM and Sun at 10AM both in English at 

www.facebook.com 
St.HelenaBronx.  

         Our Parish YouTube Channel is St. Helena Film Ministry.      
 

   Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics            
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

                          Mass Intentions 
January 2 – Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord   
8:00        +Mabel Schoenthaler 
10:00 S   David and Sandra Savino’s Utmost Ability to be 
 Welcomed by God at the End of Their Earthly Lives 
12:00 (Sp)  +Asia Morales; +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and                             
                   Jorge Mejia;  +Jacqueline French 
5:00    +Genevieve Cerbone 
6:30 (Fr)  +Jean–Guy Bosquet;   
   +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 

January 3 – Monday — The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
6:30*      In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to the Savinos 
8:30 S   Vincent McDonnell-Intentions 
12:15     +David Sheehan 
7:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
 

January 4 – Tuesday – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
6:30*      Alessandra Mia Savino’s Utmost Facility to Achieve 
Salvation and for a Close and Loving Relationship with her Paternal                       

              Grandmother 
8:30 S    Betty McCabe-Intentions 
12:15      +Florence Churchill 
7:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
 
 

January 5– Wednesday — Sts. John Neumann & Telesphorus 
6:30       In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to Alessandra and 

Her Grandmother 
8:30 S    Yvonne Montalvo-Healing Intention 
12:15     +Eduardo, Paulina, Rafael, Gladys and Felix Bruno 
7:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
   
 

January 6 – Thursday – St. André Bessette  
6:30*     Gabriel Lantigua-In Thanksgiving 
8:30 S    +Alberto Brinz    
12:15     +Valentine Wnek 
7:00 (Sp)  +Francisco Czhavier and Norma Cruz; 
 +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
 

January 7 – Friday — St. Raymond of Penafort  
6:30*      +Jose Davila, Jr.  
8:30 S    +Jose Davila, Jr. 
12:15  Deceased Members of Retutas and Corceiga Families; 
 +Sergio Alejandro Ocasio 
7:00 (Sp) +Angelica Davila; 
    +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
 
 

January 8 – Saturday— Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
6:30  David Savino’s Health Improvement 
8:30 +Severia Verlezza 
12:15      +William I. Canzoniero 
5:30        +Terence Lorino, NYFD 
 

January 9 – The Baptism of the Lord 
8:00        +Robert Benz 
10:00 S   +Ana Rosa Castillo and Margaret Cullen; 
 Faith and Francisca Houssou-Birthday Intention 
12:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
+Barbara De La Cruz Martines;   +Melchora Tello Delgado, 
Emelina Baca, Teodomiro Baca and Alejandro Chaves; 
Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
5:00   +Terence Lorino, NYPD 
6:30 (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 
 

Readings for the week of January 2, 2022 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/
Mt 2:1-12; Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-
25; Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44; Wednesday: 1 
Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52; Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/
Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a; Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-
13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16; Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 
and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30; Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 
9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b
-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 


