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The Baptism of Jesus 
Originally the baptism of Christ was 
celebrated on Epiphany. Over time, 
however, the celebration of the baptism of 
the Lord came to be commemorated as a 
distinct feast from Epiphany. The Church 
now celebrates it on the first Sunday 
following The Epiphany of Our Lord., and it 
also marks the end of the Christmas 
Season, which this year is the shortest it 
can ever be. After the infancy narratives, 
this is Jesus' first appearance in the Gospel. 
Jesus' baptism signaled a life-changing 
decision. The Gospels depict Jesus as a 
thoroughly human man whose goal was to 
discern and do God's will and to bring others along with him. We 
assume that until this time, Jesus had lived as an ordinary human 
craftsman, one more among the inhabitants of Nazareth. Then one 
day, he joined tax collectors, soldiers, and throngs of ordinary folk 
who were going to his cousin John. He identified himself with their 
hopes and needs rather than with the righteous who felt no need 
for major changes. This is Jesus' first public act, and it declared 
his loyalty to the Father. He was standing with the people who 
desired a radical return to God for themselves and for their world. 
 

Among all the evangelists, John doesn't even mention Jesus' 
baptism, Mark openly depicts it, and Matthew qualifies the event 
by having John protest that Jesus should baptize him. St. Luke 
alludes to Jesus' baptism, then spotlights the descent of the Spirit 
and the divine voice that named Jesus as God's beloved son. For 
the early Christian community, Jesus' baptism proclaims that 
Jesus began his ministry as one of John's disciples. However, 
after His baptism, Jesus heard the divine voice say, "You are my 
beloved Son," and whatever it had taken to get him to that key 
moment, Jesus had received not just a baptism, but an affirmation 
and a divine naming. When Luke describes the Spirit and the 
voice that came to Jesus, the background music is that of the 
Servant Song of Isaiah 42 in which God says, "Here is my servant, 
my chosen one upon whom I have put my spirit." That song about 
God's servant reaffirmed Jesus' choices and set him on a path to 
serve the neediest of God's people. 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains how there are five 
fruits of Baptism. Those who are baptized can then look at these 
“fruits” and “graces” in order to recommit themselves to the core of 
their lives, that is, becoming, being, and living as very authentic 
disciples of Jesus Christ. The five fruits are: 
 

1. In Baptism, all sin (both original and personal) is forgiven. 
After Baptism, committed mortal, serious sins must be confessed. 
Through Baptism, we “put on Christ” and choose His way. And so 
our lives should reflect the sanctity and purity of Jesus. 
 
 

2. Baptism makes us a new creature, that is, a Child of God 
and a member and co-heir of Christ and a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Our Baptism has made us new, and we should choose to 
live and walk as temples of the Holy Spirit in the light of Christ. As 
“new creatures,” we’re given the gift of grace and participation in 
the life of God. We are given the virtues of faith, hope, and love, 
as well as the ability to live in the Holy Spirit and grow in goodness.  
 

3. Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ, the 
Church. No longer are we alone, but we are united to Jesus and 
His People, a Holy Body that transcends time, place, and nation. 
Through Baptism, we all become “priests” to offer our sufferings, 
vocations, work, families, and friendships to God. We become 
“prophets” to proclaim the Word of God by our lives, words, and 
deeds. We become “kings” to lead others to Jesus, to truly love 
and be charitable, and to provide for those in need. 
 

4. Baptism brings us into communion with Christians. 
Through Baptism, we share a bond of unity with all those who bear 
the name Christian, including those who are not yet in full 
communion with Jesus’ Catholic Church. Mindful of this, we can 
pray for greater Christian unity, that all of Jesus’ disciples might be 
fully united in His true Church as one flock with one shepherd.  
 

5. Baptism configures us to Christ, claims us as Christ’s own, 
and indelibly marks us. Once we are Baptized, we receive an 
indelible spiritual mark, a “character” on our soul. This seal of the 
Christian life can never be erased, even if or when falling into sin. 
However, Jesus’ public ministry didn’t stop at the waters of the 
Jordan. Rather, he moved from the waters into His public ministry. 
He lived in and confronted the very time He entered into human 
flesh. He preached the Gospel of the Kingdom, cured disease 
among all people, cast out demons, taught the truth, and brought 
unity in the truth to a divided people in a very specific time. Like 
Jesus, on the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, we are reminded 
that we too truly are called to recommit ourselves to our Catholic 
identity. We are called to move from the waters of Baptism to life 
in the Spirit each and every day of our lives. 
 

St. William of Bourges - January 10 
William Berruyer, of the illustrious family of the ancient Counts of 
Nevers, was educated by Peter the Hermit, who was Archdeacon 
of Soissons, his uncle by the mother's side. From his infancy, William 
learned to despise the folly and emptiness of the world. He was 
made canon, first of Soissons, and afterward of Paris; but he soon 
resolved to abandon the world, and he retired into the solitude of 
Grandmont, where he lived with great regularity in that austere 
Order until finally, he joined the Cistercians. After some time, he 
was chosen prior of the Abbey of Pontigny, and afterward became 
Abbot of Chaalis. On the death of Henri de Sully, Archbishop of 
Bourges, William was chosen to succeed him. The announcement 
of this new dignity which had fallen on him overwhelmed him with 
grief, and he would not have accepted the office had not the Pope 
and his general, the Abbot of Citeaux, commanded him to do so. 
He redoubled all his austerities, saying it was incumbent on him 
now to do penance for others as well as for himself. He always 
wore a hair-shirt under his religious habit, and never added to his 
clothing in winter or diminished it in summer; he never ate any 
flesh-meat, though he had it at his table for strangers. When he 
drew near his end, he was, at his request, laid on ashes in his hair
-cloth, and in this posture expired on January 10, 1209. His body 
was interred in his cathedral, and being honored by many miracles, 
was taken up in 1217, and in the year following, William was 
canonized by Pope Honorius III. His body was dismembered and 
burned by the Huguenots in 1562, but an arm bone has survived.  
 

Marguerite Bourgeoys - January 12 
Marguerite Bourgeoys was born in Troyes, France in 1620 and 
died in Montreal in 1700. Today the Church in Canada celebrates 
the memorial of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, renowned for her work, 
her spirituality, and her impact on society and the Church in North 
America. At the age of twenty, she had a conversion experience 
during a religious procession that profoundly influenced her future 
mission and focused on her values. She felt singled out by the 
Blessed Virgin. In response, she joined a local group of women 
who gathered to do charitable work as an extension of a cloister in 
Troyes. In June 1653, she sailed from Nantes on a three-month 
voyage to the New World. Marguerite's humanitarian and Christian 
work in Canada was principally as an educator and founder. The 
wilderness was so hard on the colonists that she had to wait for 
five years before children survived until school age. In the interim, 
she instructed the Indian children. In 1658 she opened her first 
school in a stone stable given her by the town leaders. Marguerite 
had a broad concept of education. She saw the school as a vehicle 
of religious and social development. Unique to her time, she then 
provided education for all, giving special attention to girls, to the 
poor, and the natives. Education in Marguerite's schools consisted 
in the basics of literacy, religious instruction, home economics, 
and the arts.  Marguerite served as leader of this extern group 
and, as her service, taught the children in the poor section of 
town.In 1982 Pope John Paul II canonized her making her the first 
canonized woman saint who worked in Canada. 
 

Sr. Victoria Valverde Gonzalez - January 12 
She was born in Madrid in 1888 and is also known as Victoria de 
Jesús. She is the only member of the Piarist Calasanctian Institute, 
Daughters of the Divine Shepherdess to be declared as a Spanish 
martyr and a blessed.  She was the superior of the convent school 
in Martos, Spain and died on January 13, 1937, in the cemetery of 
Casillas d Martos, Jaen, Spain. She was declared a martyr in 2012 
by Pope Benedict and a Blessed on October 13, 2013, by Pope 
Francis. She is a member of our Piarist religious family. 
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St. Hilary of Poitiers - January 13 
St. Hilary of Poitiers (310-367) was one of the great champions of 
the Catholic belief in the divinity of Christ. By his preaching, his 
treatise on the Trinity, his part in the Councils, and his daring 
opposition to the Arian Emperor Constantius, he showed himself a 
courageous apostle of the truth. Though a married man, he was 
made bishop of Poitiers by reason of his exemplary life. It was not 
long before his valiant defense of the faith precipitated his exile to 
Phrygia. Here he composed his great work on the Blessed Trinity 
(in twelve books). It is a vigorous defense of the faith, which, he 
said, "triumphs when attacked." He could not tolerate that the 
specious plea of safeguarding peace and unity should be allowed 
to dim the light of Gospel teaching. Bl. Pius IX proclaimed him a 
doctor of the Church. A favorite motto of St. Hilary was Ministros 
veritatis decet vera proferre, "Servants of the truth ought speak 
the truth." He died in 398 and is invoked against snakebites.  
 

Infant Jesus of Prague January 14 
Devotion to the Child Jesus under the title 
"Infant Jesus of Prague" is over three and a 
half centuries old. The devotion originated in 
Spain, spread to what is now Czechoslovakia, 
and then from there to all parts of the globe. 
Replicas of the original statue dressed in royal 
priestly vestments are to be found in tens of 
thousands of churches and private homes. In 
1556, Maria Manriquez de Lara brought a 
precious family heirloom, a statue of the child 
Jesus, with her to Bohemia when she married 
the Czech nobleman Vratislav of Pernstyn. 
The statue of the child is eighteen inches tall, 
carved of wood, and thinly coated with wax. The left foot is barely 
visible under a long white tunic. The statue stands on a broad 
pedestal, and there is a waist-high silver case that holds it upright. 
The left hand holds a miniature globe surmounted by a cross, 
signifying the worldwide kingship of Christ. The right hand is 
extended in blessing in a form usually used by the Supreme 
Pontiff; the first two fingers are upraised to symbolize the two 
natures in Christ, while the folded thumb and last two fingers 
touch each other to represent the mystery of the Holy Trinity. The 
original garments worn by the statue when it arrived in Bohemia 
are still preserved. Ever since the great cholera epidemic of 1713, 
however, the garments of the statue have been changed with the 
liturgical season. The wardrobe of the Infant of Prague resembles 
liturgical vestments. Today, the nuns from St. Joseph's Church in 
the Mala Strana quarter of Prague enjoy the privilege of clothing 
the Infant in keeping with the ancient custom. At the time the 
change of vestments is made, numerous devotional objects such 
as medals, pictures, and rosaries are touched to the statue to be 
distributed to all parts of the world. Princess Polyxena Lobkowitz 
inherited the statue of the infant from her mother.  
 

In 1628, the Princess presented her beloved statue to the friars, 
telling them, prophetically, that as long as they honored the Child 
Jesus as king, venerating His image, they would not want. Her 
prediction was verified, and as long as the Divine Infant's image 
was honored the community prospered, spiritually and temporally. 
However, when the devotions relaxed, it seemed as if God's holy 
blessing departed from the house. The statue was set up in the 
oratory of the monastery, and twice-daily special devotions were 
performed before it. The novices were particularly devoted to the 
Holy Infant. In 1631, King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, who 
was an inveterate foe of Catholicism, invaded, and the house was 
plundered. The image of the Infant was thrown onto rubbish 
behind the high altar, where it lay forgotten for seven years. A 
pestilence was raging in Prague at the time, and the prior himself 
nearly died. He vowed to spread the devotion of the Infant if he 
were cured. Shortly thereafter, he was cured and ordered a 
general devotion to the Infant, in which all the friars took part. At 
last, the Infant had won the hearts of the Carmel of Prague and 
become a cornerstone of their devotion. In 1648, the Archbishop 
of Prague gave the first ecclesiastical approval of this devotion 
when he consecrated the chapel and gave permission to priests to 
say Mass at the chapel altar. The statue was solemnly crowned in 
1655. In 1741, the statue was moved to its final and magnificent 
shrine on the epistle side of the church of Our Lady of Victory. It 
became one of the most famous and popular shrines in the world. 
In 1739 the Carmelites of the Austrian Province made the spread 
of the devotion a part of their apostolate. The popularity of the 
little King of Prague spread to other countries in the eighteenth 

century. Pope Leo XIII confirmed the Sodality of the Infant of 
Prague in 1896 and granted many indulgences to the devotion. 
Pope St. Pius X unified an organizing membership into a small 
confraternity under the guidance of the Carmelites which then 
increased the spread of the devotion in our own century. Church 
authorities have canonically established a U.S. national shrine to 
the Infant Jesus of Prague at Prague, Oklahoma.  

 

St. Paul the Hermit - January 15 
St. Paul is called "the first hermit" in the Missal and Breviary, a 
rare distinction, for such titles are seldom appended. This saint 
was the standard-bearer of those courageous men who for the 
love of Christ left the world and entered the wilderness to dedicate 
themselves wholly to contemplation amid all the privations of 
desert life. The hermits were the great men of prayer in those 
difficult times when the Church was locked in a fierce struggle 
with heresy after heresy. For centuries, the example of their lives 
served as the school of Christian perfection. Their action set the 
background for the rise of monasticism and religious orders in the 
Church. He went into the desert at the age of twenty-two. 
 

The Breviary retains an edifying legend concerning St. Paul. One 
day, in around 345, St. Anthony of the Desert, then ninety, was 
divinely inspired to visit the hermit Paul, then 112. Though they 
had never met previously, each greeted the other correctly by 
name. While they were conversing at length on spiritual matters, 
the raven that had always brought Paul half a loaf of bread, came 
with a whole loaf. As the raven flew away, Paul said: "See, the 
Lord, who is truly good and merciful, has sent us food. Every day 
for sixty years I have received half a loaf, but with your arrival, 
Christ sent His servants a double ration." Giving thanks, they ate 
by a spring. According to legend, two lions helped dig the grave. 
 

At daybreak, Paul informed Anthony of his approaching death and 
asked him to fetch the cloak he had received from St. Athanasius, 
that he might wrap himself in it. Later, as Anthony was returning 
from his visit, he saw Paul's soul ascending to heaven escorted by 
choirs of angels and surrounded by prophets and apostles. The 
Life of Paul the Hermit was later written by St. Jerome about the 
year 376 and preserved in both Latin and Greek versions. 
 

FIRE AT ST. HELENA:  As many of you have already heard, 
we had an electrical fire at 8:30PM on Sunday, Dec. 26.  The fire 
itself was contained entirely within the sacristy.  It was a six-
alarm fire, and the Castle Hill Fire Department arrived within 7 
minutes after the fire was reported, and within an hour the fire 
was extinguished. However, heavy smoke from the fire has affected 
both the church and the school, requiring extensive cleaning. 
Cleaning the school will take about two weeks and cleaning the 
church will take about two months.  Therefore, classes at the 
School will be done virtually until Monday, January 10.  Daily 
Masses will take place in the Green Building Monday-Saturday 
and in the cafeteria on Sundays.  The Green Building can only 
accommodate 50 people, and we cannot allow strollers or carriages 
in the building or in the cafeteria. We ask that no young children 
attend until we are allowed to use either the gym or the church 
again for worship.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

NO CCD OR RCIA CLASSES OR PARENT CCD MEETING 
on Sun., January 9 because of the clean up after the fire in the 
sacristy at the church. Fr. Richard , Director for CCD and 
RCIA, and Fr. David, Pastor feel this is an important safety 
issue. In addition, due to the rise in reported COVID cases, the 
Archdiocese has asked that until further notice our Religious 
Education and RCIA classes be done virtually.  We will send 
everyone the necessary ZOOM information. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION-Today we take up the collection for 
the Catholic Communications Campaign (CCC). Your support 
helps CCC engage and build Catholic communities in the United 
States and around the world using the internet, radio, TV and 
print media.  Half of all the funds we collect remain here in the 
Archdiocese of New York to support local efforts. Be part of this 
campaign to spread the Gospel message. Support  the collection 
today. To learn more, visit: www.usccb.org/ccc. 
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND-Contact 
the rectory at 718-892-3232 if you would like the Holy Eucharist 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 



brought to your home.  We are also encouraging family members 
to bring a pyx to Mass and indicate to the priest how many hosts 
you need for your loved one. Please call the rectory and do let us 
know if you intend to bring Communion to your loved one(s). 
 

THE SCHOOL CLEANUP has proceeded on schedule, and 
the students had a good week of remote instruction.  Regular 
classes will resume in the School on Monday, January 10.  The 
gymnasium floor will be removed soon so we can evaluate the 
source of the increased water levels. Work has also begun on the 
Church cleanup.  No one is now allowed to enter the church. 
 

FREE COVID TESTING KITS-Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of New York will be able to provide every family 
and staff member with a COVID-19 home test kit. As so many 
municipalities and health organizations struggle to stock up on 
these much sought-after kits, we hope our distribution of tens of 
thousands of test kits will provide some small measure of comfort 
in knowing you will have these crucial tools in your home when 
you are exposed to COVID.  Mr. Meller, our principal, will be in 
touch regarding the distribution of the test kits for St. Helena this 
week. Please be sure to review the document distributed with all 
these kits for critical information on their use and do contact the 
school office with any questions about the distribution of these 
free kits. While we will strive to continue to make kits available 
in the future to you, please know that you can and should also 
visit the free testing sites linked here: https://coronavirus.health. 
ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you. In NYC:https://www1.nyc.gov/
site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page  
 

MISSELETTES-You can purchase your own in the rectory for $2. 

 

ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP  will meet on Thursdays at 7PM 
and Saturdays at 1PM in the Green Bldg and will be either in-
person or virtual. You can join virtually by going on your computer 
to www.zoom.us, Meeting ID: 521 709 4814, Passcode: 333 777. 
 

LEGION OF MARY meets every Sat at 1PM in the Rectory. 
 

CALASANZ MOVEMENT YOUTH GROUP invites all young 
people ages 13-30 to our meetings scheduled every Friday at 7PM. 
 

ST. HELENA BOY SCOUT TROOP AND CUB SCOUT 
PACK meet on Saturdays from 9:30-11AM for  Cubs, and the 
Scouts from 11AM-12:30PM  in the school cafeter ia. 
 
 

PARISH SPIRITUAL ADOPTION PROGRAM-Month One-
Your spiritually adopted baby has been quite active over the past 
month. Already your baby is 10,000 times bigger than at conception. 
Your baby has developed the foundations of her brain, spinal cord, 
and nervous system by the 20th day. Her heart began to beat on 
the 21st day, pumping blood through its own circulatory system 
and the blood type can be different from her mother’s. Your baby 
is most vulnerable during the next month of being aborted. Pray 
that the Lord of Life might move the heart of her mother to give 
her the most precious gift of all —the gift of life. 
 

ST. HELENA HOLY LAND TOUR-Fr. David will lead an 11-
day pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan 
from October 21-31, 2022. Renew your  
wedding vows in Cana, the town of Jesus’ 
first miracle. We will all renew our own 
Baptismal vows at the sacred Jordan River, 
and of course, we will have daily Mass. We 
will also visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and 
Nazareth, Capernaum, Petra, Mt. Tabor, Mt. Carmel, Qumran, 
Tiberias, the Dead Sea, the Sea of Galilee, and so much more. We 
will stay at five different four-star hotels. The cost is $4,300 per 
person from JFK.  This is the opportunity of a lifetime. A $500 
deposit is required. Call the rectory at 718-892-3232 for a 
brochure and to reserve your spot. Also, invite your friends.  
 

PILGRIM ROSA MYSTICA STATUE is now available to be 
brought to your home for nine days for prayer. If you would like 

the statue to visit your home for nine days, please call Meera Job 
at 718-924-6657 if you would like to host the statue. 
 

VIEW ON FORMED-Good, solid Catholic Information is so 
very important.  Everyone here at St. Helena's has a free parish 
subscription at www.formed.org. Just click the icon and join as a 
parishioner. Today we celebrate the Feast of The Baptism of the 
Lord. Study: Reborn or Wild Goose, Segment 3: Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit and Fire, Segment 7: The Spirit of Adoption, or 
Segment 8: The Spirit and the Sacraments.  Watch FORMED 
Now! The Baptism of the Lord, or Ready Reasons: Is Baptism 
Necessary for Salvation?, or Listen to: Changed Forever or Our 
Beautiful End.  
 

MARCH FOR LIFE-In 2022, with the Dobbs vs Jackson 
decision hanging in the balance, it is more important than ever 
that we March for Life on Friday, January 21. If you have not 
done so already, we invite you to consider joining one of the 
many day-trip bus pilgrimages being organized within the whole 
Archdiocese of New York. Please reserve your spot ASAP as 
deadlines are approaching quickly.  Contact Jesusita Rivera at St. 
Joseph's Parish in Yonkers at 914-562-4195 for more info.  
 

A CHRISTIAN PHOTOGRAPHER CANNOT LEGALLY 
REFUSE TO TAKE PHOTOS OF A SAME-SEX WEDDING 
Emilee Carpenter, a photographer in New York, challenged the 
constitutionality of the state’s Human Rights Law. “The court’s 
decision continues down a dangerous path of the government 
compelling artists to speak messages that violate their religious 
beliefs—or imposing steep fines, closing their businesses, or 
throwing them in jail,” photographer Emilee Carpenter’s attorney 
said following a district court decision.  
 

LONGEST MARRIED COUPLE SEARCH The search begins 
for the Longest Married Couple in the Archdiocese of New York!
To enter: Couples must be sacramentally married for a minimum 
of 65 years and must reside in the Archdiocese of New York. The 
longest married couples will receive commemorative certificates 
signed by His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan. The winning 
couple will be interviewed and featured in an article in Catholic 
New York. Winners are determined by how long the couple has 
been married as of World Marriage Day, February 13th, 2022. 
For further information, or to submit an entry, contact Kathleen 
Crayne at the Family Life Office at kathleen.crayne@archny.org 
(preferred method) or 646-794-3182. The deadline for entries is 
Sunday, January 16, 2022.   
 

 

 
 

AA BIG BOOK meetings at 7PM both virtually and in-person. 
every Saturday in the Green Building. The Zoom Meeting Code 
is 84360210329 and the password is dasolution. 
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM. Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602. 
 

LATIN HOME CARE ofrece servicios de atención a domicilio 
y formación las 24 horas del día. Llamar al  718-918-1749. 

Puedes cobrar por cuidar a un ser querido.  
 

BAUTISMO DEL SEÑOR 
La fiesta de hoy marca el termino del Tiempo de Navidad y el 
comienzo del Tiempo Ordinario.  Esta fiesta es una de transición 
de la vida oculta de Jesús hacia la de su ministerio público.   
También se hace eco del tema de la Epifanía en el sentido de que 
el Bautismo del Señor es otra manifestación que anuncia la 
divinidad de Jesús a todos sus primeros seguidores y a los 
discípulos de Juan el Bautista. 
 

En Primer Lugar, hay que señalar que Jesús no necesitaba el 
Bautismo de Juan.  Juan bautizaba como llamada y señal de 
arrepentimiento interior.  Jesús no tenía necesidad de 
arrepentirse.  Pero, sin embargo, se acerca a Juan, el cual se 
resiste al principio, pero Jesús insiste.  ¿Por qué recibió el 
bautismo? En primer lugar, al aceptar el bautismo de Juan, Jesús 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
http://www.formed.org/


afirma todo lo que Juan habia dicho, hecho y afirma su papel 
sagrado de preparar el camino para Jesús y para una nueva era de 
gracia.  Por lo tanto, el Bautismo de Jesús actúa como un puente 
entre los profetas del Antiguo Testamento (de los cuales Juan es 
el último) y la era de gracia y verdad del Nuevo Testamento.   
 

En Segundo Lugar, se ha dicho que cuando Jesús entró en las 
aguas del Bautismo, no fue bautizado por las aguas, sino que su 
bautismo fue uno en los cuales todas las aguas creadas de este 
mundo fueron, en cierto sentido, "Bautizadas" por Él.  Al entrar 
en las aguas, Jesús santificó el agua y derramó su gracia haciendo 
de todas las aguas la futura fuente de salvación.   
 

En Tercer Lugar, el Bautismo de Jesús fue una Epifanía.  Fue un 
momento de manifestación.  Al salir de las aguas, "El cielo se 
abrió y el Espíritu Santo descendió sobre él en forma de una 
paloma.  Y se oyó una voz desde el cielo que dijo: 'Tú eres mi 
Hijo amado; en ti me complazco'".  Esta manifestación de la 
filiación y la divinidad de Jesús tuvo lugar de forma física y 
visible, para que todos los presentes supieran, sin lugar a dudas, 
que Jesús era el Hijo del Padre.  Así, su Bautismo es una forma en 
la que el Padre presentó a su Hijo la misión al mundo. 
 

Mientras nos preparamos para comenzar el Tiempo Ordinario, 
reflexionemos sobre estas palabras del Padre en el Bautismo de 
Jesús.  Escuchemos al Padre hablarnos de la divinidad de su 
Hijo.  Volvamos nuestros ojos a Jesús y prepáremosnos para 
seguirle prestando atención a cada una de sus palabras.  Él fue 
enviado a este mundo para atraernos al Padre, permitemole que 
cumpla esa misión en nuestra propia vida. Señor, creo que Tú eres 
el Hijo del Padre Eterno y el Salvador del Mundo.  Creo que has 
sido traído a una nueva era de gracia y de verdad y que estoy 
llamado a seguirte dondequiera que me guíes.  Al comenzar este 
Tiempo Litúrgico del Tiempo Ordinario, que sea un tiempo de 
Gracia Extraordinaria en el que cada día preste atención a Tu 
voz.  Jesús, confío en Ti. 
 
 

       WEEKLY COLLECTION:   January 2 — $4,135.11 
  Solemnity of Mary—January 1—$1,253.50    
 

Masses Live-Streamed from St. Helena take place Mon-Sat at 
8:30AM and Sun at 10AM both in English at 

www.facebook.com 
St.HelenaBronx.  

 

         Our Parish YouTube Channel is St. Helena Film Ministry.      

 

   Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics            
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

                           

                      Mass Intentions 
January 9 – The Baptism of the Lord 
8:00        +Robert Benz 
10:00 S   +Ana Rosa Castillo and Margaret Cullen; 
 Faith and Francisca Houssou-Birthday Intention 
12:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 +Barbara De La Cruz Martines;   
 +Melchora Tello Delgado, Emelina Baca, Teodomiro 
 Baca and Alejandro Chaves; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace; 
 +Dionicia Zambrano Ortiz;    
 Hilliary and Stanley Yuquilima-1st Anniversary Intention  
5:00   +Terence Lorino, NYPD 
6:30 (Fr)   +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 

January 10 – Monday — St. William of Bourges 
6:30*      In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to David Savino 
8:30 S   Meaghan Foley-Healing Intention 
12:15     +Altagracia, Manuel, Carmen, Jose and Luis Capellan 
7:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia; 
 Arleny and Henry Familiar-Intentions for Unity and Peace  
 

January 11 – Tuesday – St. Theodosius the Cenobiarch 
6:30*      For Divine Justice for Countless Gang Rapes of Women in 

Ethiopia 
8:30 S    +Denis Fahey 
12:15      Fr. David’s Ability to Walk Without Difficulty 
7:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia 
 

January 12– Wednesday — St. Marguerite Bourgeoys  
6:30       In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to Fr. David 
8:30 S    Souls in Purgatory 
12:15     +Robert Schaefer 
7:00 (Sp)  +Blanca, Marina, Martha, Evelio and Jorge Mejia 
    
 

January 13 – Thursday – St. St. Hilary of Poitiers  
6:30*     For David Savino’s Health Improvement 
8:30 S Xavier Francis, Meera, Staven and Jair in Thanksgiving  
12:15     +Catherine McGlade 
 

January 14 – Friday — Infant Jesus of Prague  
6:30*      In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to David Savino 
8:30 S    +Anselmo Retutas 
12:15  +Maureen Moran 
 
 

January 15 – Saturday— St. Paul 
6:30         Alessandra Mia Savino’s Utmost Facility to Achieve 
                Salvation and for a Close and Loving Relationship with 

her Paternal Grandmother 
8:30 +Denis Fahey 
12:15      +Eileen Danko 
5:30        +John Sweeney 
 

January 16 – Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00        In Thanksgiving for favors Granting Divine Justice in  
      Ethiopia 
10:00 S   Maria Infante and Family-Intentions 
12:00 (Sp)  Parishioners of St. Helena 
5:00   +Tom and Theresa Collins 
6:30 (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 
 

          Readings for the week of January 9, 2022 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 
29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22; Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/
Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20; Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 
2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28; Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 
40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39; Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 
44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45; Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 
89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12; Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 
21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17; Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 
7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 
 

Thank you for your prayers and continued support 
of St. Helena’s Parish. 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 


