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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
”-Mt 25,34 

 



PALM SUNDAY 
The week we now call Holy Week or Passion Week starts this 
weekend with Palm Sunday. It is customary in many churches for 
worshippers to receive fresh palm leaves on Palm Sunday. Why 
was this week so important that three of the gospel writers (Mark, 
Matthew, and Luke) devote a full third of their contents to reporting 
this week, and The Fourth Gospel dedicates its entire last half? 
 

Jerusalem, which had a normal population of about 50,000 at the 
time of Jesus, had at least tripled in size because of the influx of 
pilgrims celebrating the Jewish holiday Passover. Early Sunday 
morning, Jesus made his dramatic public entry into the city. This 
was the end of any privacy and safety his ministry had afforded 
previously. It marked the beginning of an inevitable collision course 
with the religious and political authorities: both Jewish and Roman. 

 

The procession started at the Mount of Olives, across the land 
bridge of the Kidron Valley that ran along the eastern side of the 
city, and through the sheep gate into the city. The Sheep Gate is a 
natural choice from the land bridge and a common gate that Jesus 
used to enter the city. It was so named as lambs destined for the 
Temple sacrifice entered here, and they did not leave alive. For 
centuries, during Easter Week, Christian pilgrims begin their holy  
procession inside this gate. The route is called the Via Dolorosa, 
“the way of suffering (or sorrow),” and marks the Stations of the 
Cross that Jesus followed on his way to Mount Calvary. As He 
entered riding a donkey, crowds began to gather to see the rabbi 
from Galilee. The procession began accompanied by shouting and 
singing from the throngs as they threw down their garments on the 
pathway to cushion his ride. This was an Oriental custom that is 
still observed on occasions.  They also put down palm fronds, the 
symbol of triumph and a sign of the victory Jesus has over death. 
 

The Old Testament prophet Zechariah had foretold the arrival of 
the Messianic king in Jerusalem via the humble conveyance of a 
donkey, “on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The symbolism of the 
donkey may refer to the Eastern tradition that it is an animal of 
peace, unlike the horse which is the animal of war.  A king would 
have ridden a horse when he was bent on war and ridden a donkey 
to symbolize his arrival in peace. Jesus' entry to Jerusalem would 
have thus symbolized his entry as the Prince of Peace, not as a 
war-waging king. Here the crowd hailed Jesus as being “the son of 
David.” The prophets had predicted that the Messiah would be the 
son of David. The priestly establishment was understandably very  
disturbed, as the palm was the national emblem of an independent 
Palestine. These were essentially Jewish flags. The Jewish Leaders  
feared Jesus would claim to be the heir of King David. 
 

In Luke 19:41 as Jesus approaches Jerusalem, he looks at the city 
and weeps over it (an event known as Flevit super illam in Latin), 
foretelling his coming Passion and the suffering that awaits the city 
in the events of the destruction of the Second Temple forty years 
later. Many Roman coins showed the head of the Roman Emperor 
Tiberius, but the other side often featured a seated woman holding 
a palm. The inscription read, “Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of 
the Divine Augustus. “The coin, referring to  Augustus as a god, 
would be considered idolatrous to the Jewish subjects, which is 
why there were the money changers at the Temple to convert the 
Roman denarius into Temple shekels. 
 

The “conspiracy” against Jesus by the religious leaders had been 
building for at least 3 years. The sources record seven instances 
of official plotting against him, two efforts at his arrest, and three 
assassination attempts before this time. Indeed, this intrigue was 
no spur-of-the-moment idea. A formal decision to arrest Jesus 
had, in fact, been made several months earlier. Certain Jewish 
religious officials of the Sanhedrin were afraid that if Jesus were to 
continue performing his signs, he would win over the people, and 
the Romans would come in and destroy the Temple and nation. 
According to an old legal custom at that time, a court crier had to 
announce publicly or post an official “wanted” handbill in the larger 
towns of Judea about forty days before a trial. Small wonder that 
there was some debate over whether Jesus would dare appear in 
Jerusalem for the next Passover. This discussion ended abruptly 
on Palm Sunday with his public appearance. There were also the 
political reasons for dealing with Jesus. There had been a dozen 

uprisings in Palestine in the previous 100 years tracing back to the 
Roman occupation by Pompey in 63 B.C., most of them subdued 
by a Roman force. Another Messianic rebellion under Jesus would 
only shatter the precarious balance of authority, break Rome’s 
patience, and it might lead to direct occupation by Roman legions. 
 

Religiously, Jesus was a dangerous item to the current Jewish 
establishment. The people were hailing the Teacher from Galilee 
as something more than a man, and Jesus was not denying or 
blunting this “blasphemous” adulation. The Pharisees had been 
bested by Jesus in public debate, being called vipers, and also 
whitewashed tombs, and devourers of widow’s houses. Humiliated, 
they would be only too happy to conspire with the scribes, elders, 
and chief priests. Finally, there were some economic motives for 
opposing Jesus. Seeing the commercialization of the Temple, 
Jesus drove the dealers and animals out and turned over the 
tables of the money changers, causing major business disruption. 
Indeed, there were many reasons for those in authority to deal 
with Jesus, but they felt it should best be done at night. 
 

Holy Monday 
Coming into Jerusalem early on Monday, Our Lord cursed the fig 
tree which had leaves but not fruit—a symbol of Judaism, whose 
religion had much foliage and practices, but no interior spirit and 
no fruit. It had a false appearance of bearing figs.  
 

The Sacrament of Penance and the Easter Duty  
One of the duties of a Catholic is to fulfill the six Precepts of the 
Church, the positive laws which are "meant to guarantee to the 
faithful the indispensable minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral 
effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor." Two of these 
precepts directly relate to the upcoming Easter season. The third 
precept is "You shall receive your Creator in Holy Communion at 
least during the Easter season." This is tied in with the second 
precept to "confess your sins at least once a year." If we want to 
receive Jesus worthily in Holy Communion during Easter, we need 
to cleanse our souls, especially of any mortal sin through the 
Sacrament of Penance. All parishes in the Archdiocese will hear 
confessions this Monday and priests are also available to hear 
confession by appointment.  
 

 

Spy Wednesday 
Wednesday of Holy Week commemorates the treachery of Judas, 
who made a bargain with the high priest to betray Jesus for 30 
silver pieces. In Hebrew culture, thirty pieces of silver was not a lot 
of money. In fact, it was the exact price paid to the master of a 
slave if his slave was gored by an ox. The slave’s death was then 
compensated by giving thirty pieces of silver. One Old Testament 
passage specifically mentions the amount of thirty pieces of silver. 
That was the amount given to Zechariah after his hard work as a 
shepherd. He went to those he worked for and asked them to pay 
him what they thought he was worth. They gave him thirty pieces 
of silver, which he sarcastically calls a “handsome price” because 
it was such a small amount, the price paid for a slave’s accidental 
death. The employers meant to insult Zechariah with this amount 
of money. Returning the insult, God tells Zechariah to “throw it to 
the potter,” and Zechariah tossed the money into the house of the 
Lord to be given to the potter. These actions are most shockingly 
accurate and detailed because when Judas Iscariot bargained with 
the leaders of Israel to betray the Lord Jesus, he asked, “What are 
you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” The murderous 
cabal then counted out for Judas “thirty pieces of silver.” That’s all 
they considered Jesus to be worth. Later, Judas was overcome 
with guilt for betraying Jesus, and, fulfilling Zechariah's prophecy, 
he threw the thirty silver coins into the temple. The Jewish leaders 
used the thirty pieces of silver to buy a field from a potter, again as 
Zechariah had predicted. It was in that very field that Judas hanged 
himself. Spy Wednesday is the last full day of the Lenten period as 
tomorrow begins the Holy Triduum - from the evening of Holy 
Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday. In Poland, young 
people throw an effigy of Judas from the top of a church steeple. 
Then it is dragged through the village amidst hurling sticks and 
stones. What remains of the effigy is then drowned in a nearby 
stream or pond. 
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Holy Thursday 
Except for the resurrection on Easter, Holy Thursday is one of the 
most important, complex, and profound days of celebration in the 
Catholic Church. Holy Thursday celebrates the institution of the 
Eucharist as the true body and blood of Jesus Christ and also the 
institution of the sacrament of the priesthood. During the Last 
Supper, Jesus offers himself as the Passover sacrifice. He is the 
sacrificial lamb and teaches that every ordained priest is to follow 
the same sacrifice in the exact same way. Christ also bids farewell 
to his followers and prophesizes that one of them will betray him 
and hand him over to the Roman soldiers. 
Around the world, Bishops and priests come together at their local 
Cathedrals on Holy Thursday morning to celebrate the institution 
of the priesthood. During the Mass, the bishop blesses the Oil of 
Chrism that will be used for Baptism, Confirmation, and Anointing 
of the sick or dying. At this Mass, the bishop washes the feet of 
twelve priests to symbolize Christ’s washing of his twelve Apostles, 
our first holy bishops and priests. Later that night, after sundown – 
because Passover began at sundown-  the Holy Thursday Liturgy 
takes place, marking the end of Lent and the beginning of the 
sacred "Triduum,” or three, of Holy Week. These days are the 
three holiest days in the Catholic Church. This Mass stresses the 
importance Jesus puts on the humility of service, and the need for 
cleansing with water, a symbol of baptism. Also emphasized are 
the critical importance of the Eucharist and the sacrifice of Christ’s 
Body, which we now find present in the consecrated Host. At the 
conclusion of the Mass, the faithful are invited to continue their  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the night at the 
altar of repose, just as the disciples were invited to stay up with 
the Lord during His agony in the garden before His betrayal by 
Judas. After Holy Thursday, no Mass will be celebrated again in 
the Church until the Easter Vigil celebrates and proclaims the 
Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Good Friday is the second day of the Easter Triduum and the day 
that Catholics commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus. According to 
Mark 15:42, Jesus died “on the day of preparation, the day before 
the sabbath.” The Hebrew Sabbath is celebrated on a Saturday 
which is preceded by Friday. Therefore the Friday before Easter 
(the day that we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead) is 
traditionally marked as the day Jesus died on the cross. The old 
Anglo-Saxon name for Good Friday was “Lang Fredag” or “Long 
Friday”, “long” in the sense of being great and significant. The day 
is “good” because it is the day that our salvation was won for us by 
Christ on the Cross. The name also comes from the idea of “God” 
Friday being “God’s Friday,” which then became Good Friday.  
 

The central focus of Good Friday is the liturgy commemorating the 
passion and death of Christ, usually held in the afternoon at 3pm – 
the time at which Christ’s passion is understood to have taken 
place. The Good Friday liturgy has three parts: the Liturgy of the 
Word, the Veneration of the Cross, and the Service of Communion. 
From the earliest days, Good Friday has been kept as an aliturgical 
day, that is one on which we do not celebrate Mass. The Eucharist 
that is received on Good Friday was consecrated a day earlier at 
the Holy Thursday liturgy. Good Friday is also a day of fasting and 
abstinence (from meat). The Good Friday liturgy has a note of 
solemnity that is not found on any other day of the year. After the 
final blessing, everyone departs in silence. There is no final hymn, 
and the organ does not play. During the liturgy, there are no bells, 
no flowers on the altar, and the Tabernacle is empty as the most  
Blessed Sacrament has been reserved on a side altar. Everything 
about Good Friday combines to emphasize that this is the day on 
which Jesus Christ died on Calvary after hours of suffering. 
 
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical 
Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy Land.  
Your support helps the Church minister in parishes, provide 
Catholic schools and offer religious education. The Pontifical Good 
Friday Collection also helps to preserve the sacred shrines in the 
Holy Land. For more information about Christians in the Holy 
Land, visit: www.myfranciscan.org/good-Friday. 
 

The Easter Vigil 
The word "Easter" comes from Old English, meaning simply the 
"East." The sun which rises in the East, bringing light, warmth, and 
hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is the 
true Light of the world. The Paschal Candle used during the Easter 
Vigil is a central symbol of this divine light, which is Christ. It is 
kept near the ambo throughout Easter Time and lit for all liturgical 
celebrations. 
 

The Easter Vigil is the "Mother of All Vigils" and Easter Sunday is 
the greatest of all Sundays. The entire celebration takes place at 
night, and therefore it should not begin before nightfall and should 
end before dawn on Easter Sunday. In the early Church, the night 
before Easter was celebrated by the Illumination of the churches 
and even of whole cities. The revised Easter Vigil services include 
ceremonies that go back to the first centuries of the Christian era 
and stress the Church's joy in commemorating the night that Christ 
rose from the dead. The octave of Easter comprises the eight days 
which stretch from the first to the second Sunday. It is a way of 
prolonging the joy of the initial day. There are 50 days of Easter 
from the first Sunday to Pentecost. It is characterized, above all, 
by the joy of glorified life and the victory over death expressed 
most fully in the great resounding cry of the Christian:  Alleluia! All 
faith flows from faith in the resurrection: "If Christ has not been 
raised, then empty is our preaching; empty, too, is your faith." (1 
Cor 15:14) 
 

The catechumens have now reached the end of their journey 
toward the purifying waters of baptism. Adults who have gone 
through the RCIA program—Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults—
are ready for the happiest day in their lives. In this one glorious 
celebration they will receive three Sacraments, known as the three 
Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation with the sacred 
chrism, and then, at the Eucharistic Table, they will make their 
First Holy Communion. There are 33 parishioners who will be 
receiving sacraments during this year's Easter Vigil: 
 

EASTER NOVENA CARDS are available in English and 
Spanish at the two church entrances.  

 

SPANISH FAMILY SESSION takes place today, Sunday, 
April 10, at 1PM in the cafeter ia.  
 

NO CCD CLASS on Wednesday, April 13 and 20, and NO 
RCIA or  English Family Session on Sunday April 24.  CCD 
classes will resume on Wednesday, April 27. First Penance for 
First Communion Students at 3:35PM. 
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND-Contact 
the rectory at 718-892-3232 if you would like the Holy Eucharist 
brought to your home. You may bring a pyx to Mass for it.  
 
 

TAX LETTERS-If you donated to St. Helena in 2021, you can 
call the rectory to request a tax donation letter, which can be used 
to help reduce your income taxes. We record all your donations.  
 

RELIGIOUS GOODS ROOM is open every Sunday from 
9:30AM –1:30PM in the nar thex. Browse our  new selections.  
 
 

BIBLE STUDY takes place every Tuesday at 1PM and 7:30PM 
and Sunday at 11:15AM in the Green Building. Today, we are 
studying the healing of Peter’s Mother-in-law. 
 

ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP  will also meet every Saturday at 
1:30PM in the Green Bldg either in-person or virtual. You can 
join virtually on your computer at: www.zoom.us, Meeting ID: 
521 709 4814, Passcode: 333 777. 
 

SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on every 
Monday at 7:30PM in the church following the 7PM Mass.. 
 

LEGION OF MARY meets every Sat at 1PM in the Rectory. 
 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET is now prayed in English every 
Saturday at 1:30PM in the Green Building and every Monday in 
Spanish in the church at 7:30PM. 

THE ROSARY AND A PRAYER FOR PEACE is now being 

prayed virtually every evening at 7PM.  To join, either phone in 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 



at 929-205-6099 or zoom in at www.zoom.us, meeting # 521 709 
4814, password 333777. The Rosary is prayed in person in both 
English and Spanish after the daily 12:15PM Mass.  
 
 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY will take place in every parish 
in the Archdiocese on Mon., April 11 from 2-4PM and 6-9PM.  
 

CHRIST IN THE PASSOVER: A SPECIAL INTERACTIVE 
EXPERIENCE-On Holy Tuesday, April 12 at 7PM, St. Helena’s 
will host “Christ in the Passover: An Interactive Experience.” This 
powerful, interactive experience, led by Eli Birnbaum of Jews for 
Jesus, who will be flying over from Israel, will illustrate the link 
between the Jewish feast of Passover and the last supper Jesus 
shared with His disciples. Join us for a sensory exploration of the 
beautiful Jewish ceremony called a seder. As we taste all of the 
traditional symbolic foods, we’ll weave the story of the exodus 
and its freedom from slavery together with the messianic hope 
realized in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The words “do this 
in remembrance of me” will take on an even deeper meaning to 
Christians as we learn the significance of the very tradition Jesus 
observed the night before He died and give us a closer look at the 
very Jewish life He led. Jewish or not, religious or not—all are 
welcome for this unforgettable, thought-provoking experience. 
Have questions? Call 718-892-3232. 
 

ST. HELENA FIRE FUNDRAISER CONCERT will take 
place on Earth Day, Saturday, April 23 at 7:30PM. Tickets are 
$15/person and $5 for students under 12.  The performers are 
Cellist Christina Walevska, the Bronx Concert Singers, and 
members and staff of the Children’s Orchestra Society. Tickets 
are available in the rectory. 
 

SIGHT & SOUND THEATRE TRIP to Lancaster, PA. to see 
DAVID will take place on Saturday, April 30.  The bus leaves 
at 10AM, and the cost is $160. A $50 deposit is required to hold 
your seat. For more information, call the rectory at 718-892-3232.  
 

ST HELENA SCHOOL has seats open for  September  2022 
enrollment of Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4. Please go to mySchools.nyc 
for more info and to sign up. The St. Helena code is XADQ. 

 

ST. HELENA HOLY LAND TOUR-Fr. David will lead an 11-
day pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan from October 21-31, 2022. 
Renew your own wedding vows in Cana, the town of Jesus’ first 
miracle. We will all renew our own Baptismal vows at the sacred 
Jordan River, and of course, we will have 
daily Mass. We will also visit Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, and Nazareth, Capernaum, Petra, 
Mt. Tabor, Mt. Carmel, Qumran, Tiberias, 
the Dead Sea, the Sea of Galilee, and so 
much more. We will stay at five different four-star hotels. The 
cost is $4,300 per person from JFK.  This is the opportunity of a 
lifetime. A $500 deposit is required. Call the rectory at 718-892-
3232 for a brochure and to reserve your spot. Also, invite all your 
friends because the trip is open to people from outside the parish.  
 

VIEW ON FORMED-Good, solid Catholic Information is so 
very important.  Everyone here at St. Helena's has a free parish 
subscription at www.formed.org. Just click the icon and join as a 
parishioner. Today is Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. 
Watch: Formed Live! Understanding Palm Sunday, Triduum: A 

Spiritual Pilgrimage, or Holy Week in Rome. Listen to: The 
Resurrection of Jesus: Fact or Fiction, The Jewish Roots of Holy 

Week by Dr. Brant Pitre, Jesus the Bridegroom, or Glimpses 
Along the Way of the Cross.   
 

WAY OF THE CROSS OVER THE BROOKLY BRIDGE-On 
Good Friday, April 15, the Way of the Cross over the Brooklyn 
Bridge will take place. Participants will congregate for the first 
station at St. James Cathedral, Brooklyn at 10AM. For more info, 
please call 212-337-3580 or visit www.wocbrooklynbridge.org. 
 

 

RAIDERS RAVAGE VILLAGES-Boko Haram, the jihadist 
group also known as Islamic State in West Africa, was founded in 
2002 and is active in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and Niger. “In the 
past they entered villages, ostentatiously yelling war cries,” said a 
priest in northern Cameroon, “But recently they have come 
discreetly, taking advantage of the full moon, to surprise people in 
their sleep. They kill the fathers of the family and the teenagers, 
especially the boys. Then they pillage the family’s property and 
destroy everything they can’t carry off.”  
 

CONGRESS DOCUMENTS CATHOLIC PERSECUTION 
IN CHINA-At the end of last month, the Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China, chaired by Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR), 
released its 2021 annual report. The 24-page section on freedom 
of religion chronicles incidents of the Chinese government’s 
persecution of Catholics and other religious believers.  
 

NEW ORLEANS ELDERLY NUN KIDNAPPED IN BURKIA 
FASO-Sister Suellen Tennyson, 83, a missionary in Burkina Faso 
since 2014, was kidnapped on the night of April 4-5. “For many 
years, Sister Suellen ministered to the people of the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans with great joy,” said Archbishop Gregory Aymond 
of New Orleans. “Today, we express our sadness and shock at her 
abduction and offer our prayers for her safe return."   
 
 

OKLAHOMA APPROVES ABORTION BAN-Oklahoma’s 
state legislature has approved a bill that would outlaw abortion 
except in cases when the mother’s life is in danger. Gov. Kevin 
Stitt is expected to sign the bill into law. If it survives the inevitable 
legal challenge, abortionists could face up to ten years in prison. 
The legislation does not envision the prosecution of mothers.  
 

HEALING AFTER ABORTION-A “Day of Prayer and Healing” 
offers the opportunity to experience the love and mercy of God as 
you begin the journey of healing the wound of abortion. Upcoming 
dates are: April 20 and May 21. For more info, call 866-575-0075 
or email hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org.  
 
 

 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS (NA) meet every Saturday at 
11AM in the Calasanz Room. Peer support is so important. 
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM. Call in at 712-770-5372, and the access code is: 178602. 
 

AA BIG BOOK in-person meetings have resumed at 7PM  in the 
Green Building on  Saturdays. The vir tual Zoom Meeting Code 
is 84360210329 and the password is dasolution. 
 

MENSAJE DE PASCUA-En particular, hoy es un domingo 
especial y alegre para todos nosotros. A lo largo del tiempo de 
Cuaresma y durante esta Semana Santa, hemos relatado 
conscientemente la historia de Jesús, especialmente los últimos 
días de su vida. Al igual que los primeros amigos de Jesús, 
millones de personas, cristianas y no cristianas, de todo el mundo 
se reúnen hoy en las iglesias y tratan de dar sentido a lo que 
celebramos y, a lo que escuchamos en las escrituras. Los recién 
bautizados están allí por primera vez, quizás mirando a una 
especie de lugar vacío y preguntándose qué encontrarán allí. 
Incluso para la mayoría de nosotros, que hemos ido al mismo 
lugar una y otra vez durante muchos años, nos decimos a nosotros 
mismos: "¿Debo creer esta noticia de la resurrección de Jesús? 
Después de todos estos años, es probable que nuestra vida 
cristiana esté todavía llena de preguntas sin respuesta, de dudas y 
de un misterio. Cada uno de nosotros puede haber venido aquí 
buscando al Señor, pero quizás sólo algunos han captado el 
misterio de la resurrección y creen realmente en él y en su promesa 
de vida eterna, paz y alegría, mientras que muchos sólo han 
encontrado hasta ahora una tumba vacía. ¿Por qué es así? ¿Qué 
encontraremos cuando vayamos a buscar a Jesús? 
 

El evangelio dice que María Magdalena vio la piedra removida y 
corrió a los discípulos y les dijo: "Se han llevado al Señor del 
sepulcro y no sabemos dónde lo han puesto". Los discípulos 

 

http://www.zoom.us/
http://www.formed.org/


llegaron. Uno de ellos "se agachó" y "vio" los lienzos del sepulcro 
allí, pero no entró. Pedro entró en el sepulcro y "vio" los paños 
mortuorios. 
 

¿Qué dicen? María Magdalena se apresuró a decir a los demás 
que la tumba estaba vacía. Pedro vio algo pero no pudo entender 
y por eso no creyó. El otro discípulo se agachó por primera vez y 
vio algo, pero se resistió a entrar en el sepulcro. Cuando fue por 
segunda vez, vio y creyó. Esto se debió a que no entendieron las 
escrituras de que Jesús tenía que ser resucitado. Como siempre 
ocurre, las realidades de la vida sólo se pueden entender 
adecuadamente a la luz de la Palabra de Dios. 
 

El mensaje aquí es muy claro para nuestras propias vidas. 
Algunos de nosotros parecemos incapaces de dar sentido a lo que 
ocurre en nuestras vidas, incluso después de tantos años en la fe 
cristiana. Como María Magdalena, podemos sentirnos frustrados 
y confundidos, no sólo con nuestra propia fe, sino también con la 
vida matrimonial, el sacerdocio, las relaciones y las situaciones de 
la vida, y a menudo caemos en la desesperación, lo que nos priva 
de toda esperanza. Y también vamos por ahí diciendo a los demás 
que sólo vemos una tumba vacía. Algunos de nosotros, como 
Pedro, vemos algo pero todavía no generamos ninguna fe. Muchas 
veces le escuchamos hablar directamente a nosotros. Muchas 
veces lo reconocemos en nuestros hermanos y hermanas. Y, sin 
embargo, no le hacemos caso a él ni a su voz. Como el otro 
discípulo, algunos vemos y oímos el testimonio, pero nos 
resistimos a aceptarlo primero, pero luego, poco a poco, llegamos 
a creer en él a través de las escrituras. Los discípulos llegaron a 
creer en la resurrección y a entender su significado en la medida 
en que entendían las Escrituras. Sigamos leyendo y escuchando las 
Escrituras con atención y fidelidad para que no sólo comprendamos 
el verdadero significado de la vida, el amor, la paz y la alegría, 
sino que los experimentemos realmente en nuestras vidas.  

 

                    WEEKLY COLLECTION:   April 3 — $5,156.07 
                           Easter Flowers—$2,329.49 
 
 

Masses Live-Streamed from St. Helena take place Mon-Sat at 
8:30AM and Sun at 10AM in English and 12PM in Spanish 

www.facebook.com/St.HelenaBronx.  

 

         Our Parish YouTube Channel is St. Helena Film Ministry. 
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   Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics            

*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed   

      Mass Intentions  
April 10 – Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:00        Deceased Members of Retutas and Corciega Families; 
 +Enrique Ley 
10:00 S   +Catherine Carolan;  +Indiana Franco 
12:00 (Sp)  +America Lebron;   +Jacqueline French;   
+Rafael and Ramona Baez and Victor Castro;    +Lydia Virola;   
+Rosario Contrearas Zarate;  +Marta Rivera;  +Gustavo Rosales 
+Maria Presentaciana Cazlto Ortega;  Carlos Enriquez and Family   
5:00        +Ralph A. Cerbone, Jr. 
6:30 (Fr)    +Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 

April 11 – Monday of Holy Week 
6:30*   Divine Justice for Gang Rapes of TIGRAY Women in Ethiopia 
8:30 S    +Andrew Pugliese 
12:15     +Sophie and Stanley Gay;   +Edwin Gordon-2nd Anniv 
7:00(Sp)  +Leonard Getzin 
 

April 12 – Tuesday of Holy Week 
6:30*   In Thanksgiving for Favors Granting Divine Justice for Women 
8:30 S     +Wilfredo Albei, Sr. 
12:15      +Beth Neubauer 
7:00 (Sp)   +Leonard Getzin 
7:00PM      Seder Supper in Gym  
 

April 13 – Spy Wednesday   
6:30         In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to D. Savino 
8:30 S    Xavier Francis, Meera Job, Staven & Jair Joseph in Thanks 
12:15      +Maria Kutty 
 

 

April 14– Holy Thursday – No Announced Masses 
7:30S Bi-Lingual (English/Spanish) Solemn Mass and 
 Adoration until 11:30PM 
 

April 15 – Good Friday—No Announced Masses 
8:30 S Tenebrae 
3:00 Traditional Good Friday Liturgy 
6:00 Living Stations of the Cross;  Divine Mercy Novena 
7:00 Seven Last Words of Christ-Sp in Gym/Eng in Church 
8:00 S Solemn Good Friday Liturgy-Sp in Gym/Eng in Church 
 

April 16 – Holy Saturday—No Announced Masses 
8:30  Tenebrae 
10:00 RCIA Rite-Rehearsal 
1:30-6:30  Decoration of Church for Easter 
4-5:30 Confessions 
4:30 Divine Mercy Novena 
8:00S Bilingual (English/Spanish) Easter Vigil 
 

April 17 – Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
8:00        +Catherine Carolan;   Easter Novenas 
10:00 S   Warneke and Murphy Families;   +Jaime Quinones 
12:00 (Sp)  +Rafael and Ramona Baez and Victor Castro;    
 +Jacqueline French;  +Felicita Fontanez;   +Lydia Virola;   
 +Luis Espinoza;   +Julian Cortes; 
     +Maria Presentaciana Cazlto Ortega and Abilino Cazlto Ortega 
5:00        Deceased Members of the Cerbone Family 
6:30 (Fr)  Gina Vaccaro-Birthday Intention;    
 Margaret Bongyii and Raphael Mbinkar 
 
 
 

        Readings for the week of April 10, 2022 
Sunday: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 
2:6-11/Lk 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49; Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-
14/Jn 12:1-11; Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17/Jn 
13:21-33, 36-38; Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-
34/Mt 26:14-25; Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-
22, 25 and 27/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21; Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16abc, 17-18/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-
15; Friday: Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25/Heb 4:14-
16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42;Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/
Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-
22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/ Ps 30:2, 4, 5-
6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 
19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/
Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Lk 24:1-12; Next Sunday: Acts 
10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 
20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or, Lk 24:13-35 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 


