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Helena 

 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
”-Mt 25,34 

 



ST. HELENA OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
  Solemnity: August 18 

Anyone attending Mass here at Saint 
Helena's on August 18 can receive a Plenary 
Indulgence because it is for this parish a 
celebration of our patron saint. We have 
two relics of St. Helena, one embedded in 
the main altar and another in a special tube 
reliquary. St. Helena was the mother of 
Constantine the Great, and according to the 
sixth-century historian Procopius, she was 
born around AD 248 in Drepanum, which 
today is located in modern Turkey. Her full 
name was Flavia Julia Helena Augusta. She 
later married Constantius Chlorus, who would 
afterward become co-Regent of the Western part of the Roman 
Empire, but in order for that to happen, he had to divorce Helena 
after twenty-two years of marriage and marry Theodora, the step-
daughter of Emperor Maximinianus. After the divorce, Helena and 
her son were dispatched to the fine court of Emperor Diocletian at 
Nicomedia where Constantine grew and became a member of the 
inner circle. Her son remained faithful to her, and following the 
death of Constantius Chlorus, Constantine succeeded him. After he 
became emperor, he had summoned his mother to the imperial 
court and, he conferred on her the title of Augusta, a Roman 
imperial honorific title given only to empresses and honored 
women of the imperial families. Augustae could issue their own 
coinage, wear imperial regalia, and rule over their own courts. 
Constantine ordered that all honor should be paid to her as the 
mother of the sovereign, and he had coins struck bearing her 
effigy. Some of the earliest coins were minted in Nicomedia. We 
have two of those coins here at St. Helena's Parish. 
 

She embraced Christianity after her son’s victory over Maxentius, 
and, according to Eusebius,  she “became a devout servant of 
God,” and her influence helped Christianity spread throughout the 
empire. She had churches built over the sacred spots in Palestine, 
and at an advanced age, she undertook a journey to Palestine in 
the year 324, once her son had become the sole emperor of the 
Roman Empire. During this journey, she had two special churches 
constructed, one in Bethlehem, near the Grotto of the Nativity, and 
the other on the Mount of the Ascension. She had great concern 
for the poor, financially assisting both individuals and some entire 
communities. It was during this time that a legend, first recorded 
by Rufinus, began circulating about how she had “found” the true 
cross. There are several versions concerning how the cross was 
found. In some, Helena has a dream telling her where the cross is 
buried. In another tradition, the Ethiopian Coptic tradition which is 
still celebrated as Mesquel, she followed smoke from a bonfire to 
the site. Mesquel is a national holiday in Ethiopia on September 27. 
 

However, in the version that received the most circulation and 
became most popular in the Middle Ages, she asks the people of 
Jerusalem to tell her the location. When the Jewish leaders of the 
city are silent, she places one of them, a man named Judas, in a 
well until he agrees to show her the site. After seven days, he 
prays to God for guidance and is told to reveal the location to her. 
Afterward, Judas converts to Christianity and assumes the name 
Kyriakis, "he who belongs to the Lord.” He tells her the cross lies 
under a pagan temple of Aphrodite.  She has the temple razed, 
and workers dig until they uncover the crosses. Helena finds three 
crosses, nails, and the titulus (title). To determine which is the 
right cross, a deathly sick girl was brought to the site. She was 
touched by all three crosses, but upon being touched by the True 
Cross, she was restored to health. 
 

St. Helena lived in a lavish house near the Lateran, and a pious 
tradition associates her with the founding of what would become 
the Vatican Gardens because, on that site, she spread some earth 
brought from Golgotha to symbolically unite the blood of Jesus 
with that shed by thousands of early Christians who died under 
Nero. After her death, her residence was demolished, and the 
Church of the Holy Cross was built on that site. On November 8, 
324, she received the title Augusta, and in AD 327, Constantine 
changed the name of his mother’s hometown to Helanopolis. She 
was about eighty-two when she died on August 18, 330, with her 
son at her side, and her body was brought to Constantinople and 
laid to rest in the imperial vault of the Church of the Apostles. She 
was buried in the Mausoleum of Helena, outside Rome on the Via 
Labicana. Her sarcophagus is now on display in the Pio-Clementine 
Vatican Museum. Next to her is the granite sarcophagus of her 

granddaughter Saint Constantina (Saint Constance). Her skull is 
displayed in the Cathedral of Trier, in Germany. As the Muslims 
began advancing, her body was transferred to the old Abbey of 
Hautvillers in Reims, France in AD 849. St. Helena is the patron 
saint of difficult marriages, divorced people, converts, and all 
archaeologists. Her story is told in a 9th century poem Elene. 
 

A VIDEO ON THE LIFE OF ST. HELENA will be shown in 
the Green Building at 1PM on Thursday, August 18. You can 
also see two genuine 1,700-year-old coins minted in Nicomedia 
the same year she was named Augustus, as well as a First Class 
Relic of her which is similar to the one in our main altar. 
 

The Assumption of Our Blessed Mother - August 15 
On August 15, the Holy Church celebrates the Solemnity of the 
Assumption, a Holy Day of Obligation. On November 1, 1950, 
Pius XII defined the dogma of the Assumption. Thus he solemnly 
proclaimed that the belief whereby the Blessed Virgin Mary, at the 
close of her earthly life, was taken up, body and soul, into the glory 
of heaven, definitively forms part of the deposit of faith, received 
from the Apostles. To avoid all that is uncertain the Pope did not 
state either the manner or the circumstances of time and place in 
which the Assumption took place—only the fact of the Assumption 
of Mary, body and soul, into the glory of heaven, is the matter of 
the definition. One tradition says Mary died 13 years after Jesus. 
 

The Assumption is the oldest feast day of Our Lady, but we don't 
know how it first came to be celebrated. Its origin is lost in those 
days when Jerusalem was restored as a sacred city, at the time of 
the Roman Emperor Constantine (c. 285-337), the son of St. Helena. 
By then it had been a pagan city for two centuries, ever since the  
Emperor Hadrian (76-138) had leveled it around the year 135 and 
rebuilt it as the Aelia Capitolina in honor of Jupiter. For 200 years, 
every memory of Jesus was obliterated from the city, and the sites 
made holy by His life, death, and Resurrection became just pagan 
temples. After the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 
336, the sacred sites began to be restored and memories of the 
life of Our Lord began to be celebrated by the people of Jerusalem. 
 

One of the best memories about his mother centered around the 
"Tomb of Mary," close to Mount Zion, where the early Christian 
community had lived. On the hill itself was the "Place of Dormition," 
the spot of Mary's "falling asleep," where she had died. The "Tomb 
of Mary" was where she was buried. At this time, the "Memory of 
Mary" was being celebrated. Later it was to become our feast of 
the Assumption. For a time, the "Memory of Mary" was marked 
only in Palestine, but then it was extended by the emperor to all 
the churches of the East. In the seventh century, it began to be 
celebrated in Rome under the title of the "Falling Asleep”  ("Dormitio")  
of the Mother of God. Years later the name was changed to the 
"Assumption of Mary," since there was more to the feast than her 
dying. It also proclaimed that she had been taken up, body and 
soul, into heaven. That belief was very ancient, dating back to the 
apostles themselves. What was clear from the beginning was that 
there were no relics of Mary to be venerated, and that an empty 
tomb stood on the edge of Jerusalem near the site of her death. 
That location also soon became a place of pilgrimage. Today, the 
Benedictine Abbey of the Dormition of Mary stands on the spot. 
 

At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, when bishops from throughout 
the Mediterranean world gathered in Constantinople, Emperor 
Marcian asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring the relics of 
Mary to Constantinople to be enshrined in the capital. The patriarch 
explained to the emperor that there were no relics of Mary in all 
Jerusalem, that "Mary had died in the presence of the apostles; 
but her tomb, when opened later . . . was found empty and so the 
apostles concluded that the body was taken up into heaven." In 
the eighth century, St. John Damascene was known for giving 
sermons at the holy places in Jerusalem. At 
the Tomb of Mary, he expressed the belief 
of the Church on the meaning of the feast: 
"Although the body was duly buried, it did 
not remain in the state of death, neither 
was it dissolved by decay. . . . You were 
transferred to your heavenly home, O Lady, 
Queen and Mother of God in truth."  
 
 

All the feast days of Mary mark the great 
mysteries of her life and her part in the 
work of redemption. The central mystery of 
her life and person is her divine 
motherhood, celebrated both at Christmas 
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and a week later (Jan. 1) on the feast of the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God. The Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8) marks the 
preparation for that motherhood, so that she had the fullness of 
grace from the first moment of her existence, completely untouched 
by sin. Her whole being throbbed with divine life from the very 
beginning, readying her for the exalted role of mother of the 
Savior. The Assumption completes God's work in her since it was 
not fitting that the flesh that had given life to God himself should 
ever undergo corruption. The Assumption is God's great  crowning 
of His work as Mary ends her earthly life and enters eternity. The 
feast turns our eyes in that direction, where we will follow when 
our earthly life is over.  
 

The feast days of the Church are not just the commemoration of 
historical events; they do not look only to the past. They look to 
the present and to the future and give us an insight into our own 
relationship with God. The Assumption looks to eternity and gives 
us hope that we, too, will follow Our Lady when our life is ended. 
In 1950, in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus, Pope 
Pius XII proclaimed the Assumption of Mary a dogma of the Holy  
Catholic Church in these words: "The Immaculate Mother of God, 
the ever-virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly 
life, was assumed body and soul into heaven."  With that, a very  
ancient belief became Catholic doctrine and the Assumption was 
declared a truth revealed by God.  
 

St. Stephen of Hungary - August 16 
St. Stephen was the first Christian king of Hungary. He was born 
in 975 at Gran, the son of Prince Geisa, and was baptized in 985 
by St. Adalbert. While courting Gisela, the sister of Emperor Saint 
Henry II, he was promised her hand in marriage provided that he 
remain firm in the Christian faith and lead the pagan Hungarians 
to Christianity. He kept his word though it cost him dearly. From 
the hands of Pope Sylvester II (999-1003) he received the royal 
crown and was solemnly enthroned at Gran on the feast of Mary's 
Assumption, in the year 1001. 
 

Stephen was one of the wisest princes of his time. His royal 
generosity is shown in the establishment of the archbishopric of 
Gran and ten Hungarian bishoprics, and in his love toward the 
poor. Because he visited them in their houses and washed their 
feet, his right hand has remained incorrupt. Great was his zeal in 
prayer and meditation. From his marriage came a saintly son, the 
devout Emeric, an angel of purity, who died seven years before 
his father. By prayer and fasting Stephen sought the conversion of 
all Hungary; rightfully is he called the apostle of his nation. He 
chose the Mother of God as the patroness of Hungary.  
 

Our Lady of Knock - August 17 
The Vatican has approved a new Feast Day of Our Lady of Knock 
on August 17 every year. It will be listed in the new Roman Missal 
and has its own new Memorial Mass. The reason why August 17 
was chosen is that the 21st of August is already assigned to Saint 
Pius X, the Pope of the Eucharist. In 1879, the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared at Knock, Ireland. To Mary’s right stood St Joseph and 
on her left, St John the Apostle. Slightly to St John’s left was an 
altar with a Lamb (Lamb of God) and a Cross in the background. 
 

The apparition remained for two hours and it was witnessed by 
fifteen people from 5 to 75 years old. Today, the site is Ireland’s 
National Marian Shrine.  
 

St. John Eudes - August 19 
He was born in 1601 in Ri and died in Caen, France. Despite the 
prevailing rigors of Jansenism, he received First Communion when 
only a child. He studied in Paris and was ordained a priest in 1625. 
He soon became an outstanding missionary among his plague-
stricken countrymen, living an irreproachable life and devoting all 
his energies to the cause of Christ. In 1643 he founded the Society 
of Jesus and Mary (Eudists) to preach missions to the people, direct 
seminaries, and conduct retreats for the clergy. He was a great 
opponent of the Jansenistic heresy, and always showed a strong  
unchanging devotion to the Holy See.  He was a religious, a parish 
missionary, founder of two religious communities, and a great 
promoter of the devotion to the Sacred Heart and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. He died in 1680. 
 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux - August 20 
Bernard was the second founder of the Cistercians, the Mellifluous 
Doctor, the apostle of the Crusades, the miracle worker, the great 
reconciler of kings, the leader of peoples, and the counselor of 
popes. His sermons, from which there are many excerpts in the 
Breviary, are conspicuous for genuine emotion and for spiritual 
unction. The celebrated Memorare is ascribed to him. He was born 

in 1090, the third son of an illustrious Burgundian family. At the 
age of twenty-two, he entered the monastery of Citeaux (where 
the Cistercian Order had its beginning) and persuaded his father, 
brother, and thirty other youths of noble rank to follow his example. 
Made abbot of Clairvaux (1115), he erected numerous abbeys 
where his spirit flourished. To his disciple, Bernard of Pisa, who 
later became Pope Eugene III, to whom he dedicated his work De 
Consideratione. Bernard's influence upon the princes, the clergy, 
and the people of his age was most remarkable. By penitential 
practices, he so exhausted his body that it could hardly sustain his 
soul, ever eager to praise and honor God. He died in 1153. 
 

ALL-YOU-CAN-RIDE CARNIVAL WRISTBANDS can now  
ONLY be bought on Monday, August 15, the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of Mary, and on Thursday, August 18, the Solemnity 
of St. Helena.  The cost of the bands is $35, but you can get $5 off 
by presenting at the ride ticket counter a special coupon, which is 
available at the back of the Church or in the rectory. 
 

WATER, SODA AND CASH DONATIONS are needed for  
the Carnival which goes until the 21st; bring them to the rectory. 
 

FLEA MARKET ITEMS NEEDED for the upcoming Parish 
Carnival, which will take place August 11-21. We will have our  
usual raffle of 30 items. First prize is a 65-inch flat-screen TV. If 
you have items to donate, please bring them to the rectory. 
 

THIS WEEKEND'S SECOND COLLECTION is the Parish  
Emergency Recovery Fund, which supports unexpected emergency 
situations that occur during the year for which the Cardinal may 
request our assistance.  
 

NEXT WEEKEND WILL BE THE SECOND COLLECTION 
FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA. The collection will be on 
August 20-21. Although the Church in Afr ica is growing, many 
still lack access to basic resources and pastoral care. The Solidarity 
Fund supports pastoral projects to build the capacity of the Church 
and foster lasting peace and reconciliation in a continent often 
marked by division and tension. To learn more about this specific 
collection, visit: www.usccb.org/africa.  
 

FALL ADULT CONFIRMATION PROGRAM-The new 
Archdiocesan Adult Confirmation Program is designed for any  
practicing adult (18+) Catholics seeking the holy sacrament of 
Confirmation, who have been baptized, have received their first 
Holy Communion, and have been educated in the Catholic faith 
through Catholic Schools or religious education programs. You 
can contact the rectory for more information.   
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & OCIA REGISTRATION begins 
August 20-21 through September 17-18. You must register  your  
child again with Fr. Richard, even if they were in our Religious 
Education program last year. You may register at the table in the 
back of the church or on weekdays you may register in the rectory. 
We are also accepting applications from any non-Catholic adult 
who is interested in learning more about our faith or any adult who 
is missing sacraments. 
 

NEW MISSALETTES which began on August 7 are in and 
are available for purchase for $2 in the rectory. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to help live-stream the English and 
Spanish Masses. We will train. Call the rectory for information. 
 

DO YOU WANT TO BE A CATECHIST THIS YEAR?  See 
Fr. Richard for more information on how you can teach or help 
teach religious education classes.  
 

BIBLE STUDY on St. Luke is held every Tuesday at 1PM and 
7:30PM and Sunday at 11:15AM in the Green Building.  
 

ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP  meets vir tually Sat. at 1:30PM.   
 

SPANISH CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP meets on every 
Monday at 7:30PM in the church following the 7PM Mass. 
 

LEGION OF MARY meets every Sat at 1PM in the Rectory.  
They will next pray a public rosary in front of the church with 
music on Sat., Aug. 27 at 1PM. Everyone is welcomed to attend. 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

http://www.usccb.org/africa


DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET is also prayed in English every 
Saturday at 1:30PM vir tually and every Monday in Spanish 
in the church at 7:30PM. 
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND-Contact 
the rectory at 718-892-3232 if you would like the Holy Eucharist 
brought to your home, or you may bring a pyx to Mass for it.  
CHILD BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASSES in English 
and Spanish every Thursday at 7pm. You must telephone the 
rectory for an appointment and bring the necessary documents. 
 
 

ST. HELENA FOOD PANTRY is open every Wednesday at 
12PM at the Westchester  Ave entrance to the Green Building. 
Food donations are always welcome. People are in great need. 
 

BREAST CANCER SCREENING Mammnography Van in 
front of St. Helena on Sun., Sept. 25 from 9AM-4:30PM. Call the 
rectory now to reserve a slot. Any woman in NYC 49+ can apply. 
 

ST HELENA SCHOOL has seats open for  September  2022 
enrollment of Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4. Please go to mySchools.nyc 
for more info and to sign up. The St. Helena code is XADQ. 
 

ST. HELENA HOLY LAND TOUR-Fr. David will lead an 11-
day pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan from October 21-31, 2022. 
Renew your own wedding vows in Cana, the town of Jesus’ first 
miracle. We will all renew our own Baptismal vows at the sacred 
Jordan River, and of course, we will have daily Mass. We will 
also visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, & Nazareth, Capernaum, Petra, 
Mt. Tabor, Mt. Carmel, Qumran, Tiberias, the Dead Sea, the Sea 
of Galilee, and so much more. We will stay at five different four-
star hotels. The cost is $4,300 per person from JFK.  This is the 
opportunity of a lifetime. A $500 deposit is required. Call the 
rectory at 718-892-3232 for a brochure and to reserve your spot. 
Also, invite all your friends because the trip is open to people 
from outside the parish. 
 

VIEW ON FORMED-Good, solid Catholic Information is so 
very important.  Everyone here at St. Helena's has a free parish 
subscription at www.formed.org. Just click the icon and join as a 
parishioner. Today Study: Divine Mercy, episode 9: Mary’s 
Knight or 33 Days to Morning Glory, week 2: St. Maximilian 
Kolbe to learn about St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr or 
Watch: Life for Life, Ocean of Mercy, Assisi in Silence, or 
Maximilian: Saint of Auschwitz. Tomorrow is the Solemnity of 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Study: The Bible 
and the Virgin Mary, lesson 11: The Assumption. Listen to: 
Answering Common Objections: Mary,  or Mary: Handmaid of 
the Lord. Also   Watch: The Woman or Mary of Nazareth.  On 
the 18th Read: St. Helena and the True Cross, or listen to: 
FORMED NOW! St. Helena: The Finding of the Cross.  
 

SEPTEMBER TRIAL DATE FOR CARINAL ZEN. A Hong 
Kong court has set a trial date in late September for 90-year-old 
Cardinal Joseph Zen and five other pro-democracy leaders, who 
are charged with failing to register a charitable fund with the 
government. The cardinal and his co-defendants were originally 
charged with colluding with foreign powers: a much more serious 
offense under Hong Kong’s harsh national-security law. They 
now face fines if convicted.  
 

MOST ENGLISH BABIES IN 2021 ARE BORN OUT OF 
WEDLOCK. For the first time in recorded history, the majority 
of newborns in England and Wales in 2021 were born out of 
wedlock. Of the 625,000 births recorded in the year, only about 
304,000, or 48.6%—were born to couples in a legal marriage or 
civil partnership. The proportion of births occurring outside of 
marriage has been rising for decades. The statistics also show a 
rise in the number of births to women over the age of 40. That 
category accounted for nearly 5% of all births—and more than 
twice the number of births to teen mothers. 
 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK takes stewardship of 
your donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason to 

suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via the internet at 
http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY, or  a toll-free hotline at 
877-820-0541 Both are available 24 hours per day.” 
 

CIVIC EDUCATION FOR FOOD-This is a program for low-
income individuals living in the Bronx.  People will attend a 45-  
minute class on a Sunday, August 14 at 1:30PM. After the class, 
each participant will receive food items for free.  The classes are 
Civics education informational sessions designed at CUNY to 
increase the electoral participation of low-income individuals 
living in NYC.  Each session will enroll 25-50 people every three 
months. To register for the sessions, which will take place here at 
Saint Helena in the Green Building, you may call 347-649-4253 
or email: archerkentbloodcenter@gmail.com 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY on Sun, July 30–Monday, August 7, 
2023. Join the Archdiocese of New York for our World Youth 
Day 2023 9-Day Pilgrimage in Lisbon! Meet Catholic young 
adults from around the world to pray together, learn together, 
and celebrate together! Must be 18+ to attend. For more info 
and to register, visit www.petersway.com/9893.html. The tour 
brochure is also available for download at the same link. For 
questions, email Kaitlyn.Colgan@archny.org. Youth must 
register by Monday, August 15. 
 

RETROUVAILLE is a weekend marriage-saving program, Sept. 
9-11.  It is different, a way to improve your communication, help 
you reconnect and build a healthy, happier, stronger marriage. To 
register or for more information, call 800-470-2230. Remember 
that St. Helena is the Patron Saint of difficult marriages.  
 

WIDOWER'S BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP- A 
Widower’s bereavement support group will be held at the Saint 
Kateri Catholic Center (24 Sloan Rd., Newburgh) on consecutive 
Tuesdays: September 13, 20, 27, and Oct 4, and 11 - from 5:30 
– 7:30 pm. Please note that this group is open to men who 
have survived the death of a spouse.  Space is limited.  For more 
information and to register, please call Vinny DaSilva from the 
Family Life Office at 646-794-3168.  
 

PARKCHESTER FARMER'S MARKET at the intersection of 
White Plains & Westchester Avenue every Friday, 8AM-4PM. 
 

 

THE BEATIFICATION OF POPE JOHN PAUL I will take 
place on September 4, the Vatican has announced.  

 

ONLINE DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES IN THEOLOGY 
THROUGH SAINT JOSEPH'S SEMINARY-Take classes In-
person or online and expand your understanding of the Catholic 
Faith; Affordable tuition; Faithful to the Magisterium; More info: 
www.dunwoodie.edu.  Contact: sjsacademics@dunwoodie.edu  
 
 

FREE HEALTHY FOOD is given out every Tuesday at 1PM at 
1990 McGraw Ave. Text Essen to 726879 to pre-register. 
 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS (NA) meet every Saturday at 
11AM in the Calasanz Room. Peer support is so important. 
 

 
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM. Call in at 667-770-1448, and the access code is: 178602. 
 

AA BIG BOOK in-person meetings have resumed at 7PM  in the 
Green Building on  Saturdays. The vir tual Zoom Meeting Code 
is 84360210329 and the password is dasolution. 
 

“LA ARQUIDIÓCESIS DE NUEVA YORK toma la 
administración de sus donaciones seriamente. Si usted tiene 
conocimiento o una razón sospechosa del mal manejo financiero, 
por favor reporte sus inquietudes a través de la línea gratuita de 
atención telefónica al 877-820-0541 o en la Internet, en http://
www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Ambos están disponibles las 24 
horas del dia.” 
 

EDUCACIÓN CÍVICA PARA LA ALIMENTACIÓN-Este es 
un programa para personas de bajos ingresos que viven en el 
Bronx.  En el marco de este programa, una persona asistirá una 

 

http://www.formed.org/
mailto:archerkentbloodcenter@gmail.com
http://www.petersway.com/9893.html
mailto:Kaitlyn.Colgan@archny.org
mailto:sjsacademics@dunwoodie.edu


clase de 45 minutos los domingos, en Agosto 14 a las 1:30. 
Después de la clase, cada participante recibirá alimentos gratis. Las 
clases son sesiones informativas de educación cívica diseñadas en 
la CUNY para aumentar la participación electoral de las personas 
de bajos ingresos que viven en Nueva York.  En cada sesión se 
inscribirán entre 25 y 50 personas cada tres meses. Para inscribirse 
en la sesións, que comienza a finales de julio aquí en Santa Elena 
en el Edificio Verde, llame al 347-649-4253 o envíe un correo 
electrónico a: archerkentbloodcenter@gmail.com 
 

SE NECESITAN TRADUCTORES VOLUNTARIES-El 
programa de Educación Cívica para la Alimentación sólo se ofrece en 
inglés, pero creemos que muchos miembros de la comunidad hispana 
estarían interesados en el programa.  Por lo tanto, estamos buscando 
voluntarios que traduzcan la parte de la clase al español para ellos. 
Quizás dos personas podrían traducir durante 45 minutos cada una. Si 
usted está interesado, por favor llame a la rectoría al 718-892-3232.  
 

LA ASUNCIÓN DE MARÍA-La Asunción, que se celebra el 15 
de agosto, es la fiesta que conmemora que María fue llevada en 
cuerpo y alma al cielo al final de su vida terrenal. 
 

Según el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, la Asunción se refiere a 
un acontecimiento ocurrido al final de la vida de la Virgen María. 
"Finalmente, la Virgen Inmaculada, preservada de toda mancha 
de pecado original, al terminar el curso de su vida terrenal, fue 
llevada en cuerpo y alma a la gloria celestial, y exaltada por el 
Señor como Reina sobre todas las cosas, para que se conformara 
más plenamente con su Hijo, el Señor de los señores y vencedor 
del pecado y de la muerte". La Asunción de la Santísima Virgen 
es una participación singular en la Resurrección de su Hijo y una 
anticipación de la resurrección de los demás cristianos. Esta es 
una creencia de la Iglesia Católica que tiene su origen en los 
primeros siglos del cristianismo, encontrando su fuente en los 
primeros relatos de la "muerte" de la Virgen María. 
 

San Juan Damasceno, un autor cristiano del siglo VIII, escribió 
sobre lo apropiado que era que la Virgen María fuera asunta al 
cielo. Era apropiado que ella, que había mantenido su virginidad 
intacta en el parto, mantuviera su propio cuerpo libre de toda 
corrupción incluso después de la muerte. Era conveniente que 
ella, que había llevado al Creador como un niño en su seno, 
habitara en los tabernáculos divinos. Era conveniente que la 
esposa, que el Padre había tomado para sí, viviera en las mansiones 
divinas. Era conveniente que ella, que había visto a su Hijo en la 
cruz y que por ello había recibido en su corazón la espada del 
dolor de la que se había librado al darlo a luz, lo contemplara 
sentado con el Padre. Era conveniente que la Madre de Dios 
poseyera lo que pertenece a su Hijo, y que fuera honrada por toda 
criatura como Madre y como sierva de Dios. 
 

Pío XII detalla en su constitución apostólica, Munificentissimus 
Deus, cómo esta creencia se ha transmitido a lo largo de los siglos 
y encuentra evidencia incluso en las escrituras. Además, los 
Doctores escolásticos han reconocido la Asunción de la Virgen 
Madre de Dios como algo significado, no sólo en varias figuras 
del Antiguo Testamento, sino también en aquella mujer vestida de 
sol que el Apóstol Juan contempló en la Isla de Patmos. Del 
mismo modo, han prestado especial atención a estas palabras del 
Nuevo Testamento: "Dios te salve, llena de gracia, el Señor está 
contigo, bendita tú entre las mujeres", ya que vieron, en el misterio 
de la Asunción, el cumplimiento de esa gracia perfectísima 
concedida a la Santísima Virgen y la bendición especial que 
contrarrestó la maldición de Eva. La Asunción es una celebración 
antigua, que honra a la Virgen María y su papel en la historia de 
la salvación y el destino eterno que le preparó su Hijo, Jesús. 

 

           WEEKLY COLLECTION:   August 7—$5,765.08 
                                 Mission Appeal—$1,961.00              
 
 

 

Masses Live-Streamed from St. Helena take place Mon-Sat at 
8:30AM and Sun at 10AM in English and 12PM in Spanish 

www.facebook.com/St.HelenaBronx.  
 

Our Parish YouTube Channel is St. Helena Film Ministry.                                     

       Mass Intentions  
August 14 – Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00         In Thanksgiving for Favors to Women 
10:00 S    +Elizabeth D’Aiello 
12:00 (Sp) +Natividad Pagan;  +Maria del Carmen Valladares;  
+Juana Rodriguez y por las alma dei Purgatorio;  Jean Soto and 
Adhali Villegas-Healing Intention;  Carmen Green-Birthday Intention;   
+George Green;   Para la sanacion de Brandon Alexis Ramirez   
5:00           +Elizabeth D’Aiello 
6:30 (Fr)  +Margaret Bongyii & Raphael Mbinkar  
 

Aug 15 – Mon — THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR BLESSED MOTHER 
6:30*    For J. Savino’s Facility in Subjecting Herself to Eye Exams 
8:30 S    +Elizabeth D’Aiello 
12:15      +Ralph A. Cerbone, Jr. 
7:00 (Sp)  +Maria Antonia Javier and Magalis Montero 
 

August 16 – Tuesday — St. Stephen of Hungary  
6:30*        In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to J. Savino 
8:30 S      A Mother’s Intention for David Savino 
12:15       +Antonio and Nicolas Santana-8th Anniversary 
7:00 (Sp)   +Juanita Sanabria;    
                  +Gregoria Antonia Paredes de la Cruz 
 

August 17 – Wednesday— Our Lady of Knock 
6:30         Juanita Santiago’s Health and Intentions Regarding her 
Care Takers and Their Relationship with her Son and Husband 
8:30 S     Brenda and Scott Van de Weghe: That They Understand 
the Spiritual Need to be Reconciled to God & to Practice Their Faith 
12:15      +Felicita Fontanez 
7:00 (Sp)    +Gregoria Antonia Paredes de la Cruz 
 
 

August 18 – Thursday — SOLEMNITY OF ST. HELENA  
6:30        In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted  to J. Santiago 
8:30   In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted D. Savino and His Mother 
12:15      +Winifred E. Sullivan 
7:00 (Sp)   +Gregoria Antonia Paredes de la Cruz 
 

August 19 – Friday — St. John Eudes  
6:30        For David and Sandra Savino: That They be Blessed by 
God with the Health and Happiness that Awaits those who do 
God’s will and for a Good Attitude Towards David’s Mother 
8:30 S     Linda Grabowski-Healing Intention 
12:15         +John Harnett 
7:00 (Sp)   +Gregoria Antonia Paredes de la Cruz 
 

August 20 – Saturday — St. Bernard of Clairvaux  
6:30        In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to the Savinos 
8:30 S     +Katherine Callaghan 
11:30       Cremains Mass- +Ivan Noel Gallego 
12:15    +Rosa Pena 
5:30     In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to the Van de Weghes 
 

August 21 – Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00         For Alessandra Savino’s Utmost Facility Achieving 
Salvation and for a Close and Loving Relationship with her 
Paternal Grandmother 
10:00 S    +Rosario Figueroa Guevara 
12:00 (Sp) +Maria y Abelino Cazho;  +Jose Antonio Oqendo and 
Enriguillo Sanchez;  Deceased Members of the Callado Family and 
Deceased Members of the Cordies and Azuidiaz Families;  +Milton 
Rivera Bastian and James Glann Hernandez;   
+Gregoria Antonia Paredes de la Cruz 
5:00           +Sara Echevarria 
6:30(Fr)   +Margaret Bongyii & Raphael Mbinkar 
   

Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics                 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed   

 
 

 

 

Readings for the week of August 14, 2022 
Sun: Jer  38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 [14b]/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-
53; Mon: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16/1 Cor 15:20
-27/Lk 1:39-56; Tues: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 35cd-
36ab/Mt 19:23-30; Wed: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 20:1-
16; Thurs: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/Mt 22:1-14; Fri: 
Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 22:34-40; Sat: Ez 43:1-7ab/
Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 23:1-12; Next Sun: Is 66:18-21/Ps 
117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 


