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        ST. HELENA’S CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

The Nativity of our Lord 
Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Music 5PM 
Trilingual Vigil Mass   5:30PM (live
-streamed) 
           (English, Spanish, French) 
Sunday, December 25 
English Masses 8AM,10AM 
(live-streamed),   5PM 
Spanish Mass  12PM 
 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Friday, December 30 
English Masses 8:30AM (live-streamed), 12:15PM 
Spanish Mass  7PM 
 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God  
Saturday, December 31 
Trilingual Vigil Mass-  5:30PM (live-streamed) 

     (English, Spanish, French) 
Parish New Year’s Eve Potluck Celebration 
   10:00PM—1:00AM 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
English Masses 8AM, 10AM (live-streamed), 5PM 
Spanish Mass         12:00PM 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Friday, January 6, 2023 (traditional)  
English         8:30AM (live-streamed), 12:15PM 
Spanish Mass      7PM 
 

Saturday, January 7 
English Vigil Mass    5:30PM 
 

Sunday, January 8 
English Masses    8AM, 10AM (live-streamed), 5PM 
Spanish Mass     12PM 
French Mass         6:30PM 
 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA cards are avai lable at the two 
church entrances. Return them as soon as possible.  
 

IT'S CHRISTMAS 
Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Nativity of the 
Lord, the Birth of Jesus Christ, and the First Day in the Octave 
of Christmas. Throughout Advent, the Church longed ardently for 
the coming of our Savior. Today she celebrates His birth with 
unrestrained joy. "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us." The Son of God became man to give us a share in that divine 
life which is eternally His in the Blessed Trinity. Christmas time 
begins on December 24 with the first Vespers of the feast and 
ends on the feast of the Baptism of Christ, which this year is on 
January 9, 2023. White vestments reappear in our churches as a 
sign of joy. The Christmas feast is a festival full of joy. All the 
longings of the patriarchs and prophets are fulfilled. With the 
shepherds, we hurry to the manger and adore the Incarnate Son of 
God, who for us and for our salvation descended upon earth. The 
purpose of the Christmas feast is so beautifully expressed in the 
Preface of the Nativity: "For by the mystery of the Word made 
flesh the light of Thy glory hath shone anew upon the eyes of our 
mind; so that while we acknowledge Him a God seen by men, we 
may be drawn by Him to the love of things unseen." 
 

Christmas: the Lord’s Birth 
Today is the great solemnity that shows the world that the Word 
incarnate, the Savior of mankind, is finally born. God becoming 
truly man is an enormous event,. In it, something truly happens 
that goes beyond any evolutionary process: the fusion of man and 

God, the creature and the Creator. It is not just the progression of 
another step in the evolutionary process, but the eruption of a 
personal action, founded on love, that from this point forward it 
reveals to men new space and possibilities. 
 

Christmas says to us: alone we can’t profoundly change the world 
to remedy it. Alone, we can make the world better or worse, but 
we can’t save it. Christ came, therefore, because left to ourselves; 
we couldn’t escape the ‘mortal disease’ that has enveloped us 
from the first moment of conception in our mother’s womb. This 
gives us hope, true hope, and true Christian optimism: I can’t do it 
but He is there! This is the mystery of grace synthesized in the 
human figure of God incarnate. 
 

Christmas Eve and Christmas day are moments of contemplation. 
We consider, in many dimensions, the mystery of love that was 
incarnated for us. First of all, we contemplate the light and the joy, 
without forgetting Jesus and Mary’s sorrows and sufferings, and the 
many difficulties that had surrounded them: the cold, that most 
uncomfortable place, and the dangers….. It would be good to 
accompany these thoughts by reciting and meditating slowly on the 
Holy Rosary, preferably in front of a crib.  
 

Listen to the way that St Bonaventure, 
the seraphic doctor, invites us all to 
contemplate this scene in his famous 
‘Meditation on the life of Jesus Christ’: 
`You have also lingered, bent your 
knee, adored the Lord God, venerated 
His Mother and greeted Joseph, the 
holy old man, with deep reverence. 
Therefore, kiss the feet of the baby 
Jesus, who lies in the manger, and pray that the Holy Virgin will 
allow you to hold Him. Take Him between your arms, hold Him 
and see His lovable face, kiss it with reverence and rejoice with 
Him. You can do this because He has come to bring salvation to 
sinners and He has humbly conversed with them, finally giving 
Himself as food.' We eat this food each time we receive the host. 
Christmas also reminds us of the great mystery of God’s people, 
of the Church acquired through Christ’s blood, animated by the life
-giving Spirit, governed by the legitimate shepherds in communion 
with the successor of Peter. On this day in which the Word came 
to earth, assuming human nature, body, and soul, how can we not 
think about His Mystical Body that is animated by the Holy Spirit? 
 

Each Christmas also reminds us of the mystery of Mary as Mother 
of God, mother of the Incarnated Word, and mother of His mystical 
body, the Church. Christmas encourages us to contemplate Jesus 
together with Mary, reflecting on Jesus along with ‘His mother’, as 
recounted many times in the Gospels. If our faith must be fully 
evangelical, it can not neglect a sane and profound devotion to the 
Mother of God, as she shows us the easiest way to reach Jesus. 
 

St. Anastasia - December 25 
We mention St. Anastasia's commemoration because the Station 
for the second Mass of Christmas, Mass at Dawn, is with Saint 
Anastasia, in the Roman Church Sant'Anastasia al Palatino. She 
was martyred at Sirmium in Dalmatia (today's Sremska Mitrovica 
in Serbia), probably under Diocletian. She was venerated in Rome 
in the fifth century and, under the influence of Byzantine officials 
there, her relics were translated to Constantinople. Her memory 
became associated with the second Mass of Christmas; she is still 
commemorated at that Mass in the Roman Missal, though the 
Byzantines keep her actual feast day on December 22. She is 
named in the canon of the Mass. Saint Anastasia's relics were 
transferred to Constantinople In the 5th century, where a church 
was built and dedicated to her. Later, the relics, including her 
skull, were transferred to the Monastery of St. Anastasia the 
Pharmokolitria, Chalkidiki of Greece, near Mount Athos. In 2012, 
the relics were stolen and have not been recovered. 

St. Stephen - December 26 
The deacon Stephen, stoned in Jerusalem two years after the 
death of Christ, has always been the object of such very special 
veneration by the faithful. He is the first true martyr. The account 
in the Acts of the Apostles relating to his arrest and the accusations 
brought against him emphasize the parallel with our Savior's trial; 
he was stoned outside the city wall, and he died, like his Master, 
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praying for his executioners. Stephen belongs to the group of 
seven deacons whom the Apostles associated with their work in 
order to lighten their load. He was "filled with faith and with the 
Holy Spirit," "full of grace and strength" he showed himself as a 
man of God, radiating divine grace and apostolic zeal. As the first 
witness to Christ, he confronted his opponents with quiet courage, 
and the promise made by Jesus was fulfilled: ". . .Disputing with 
Stephen they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit 
that spoke." In St. Stephen, the first martyr, the liturgy emphasizes 
the imitator of Christ even to the extent of the complete gift of 
self, to the extent of that great charity which made him pray in his 
suffering for his executioners. By establishing the feast on the day 
after Holy Christmas the Church draws an even closer comparison 
between the disciple and the Master and thus extends his witness 
to the whole mission of the redeeming Messiah. 
 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist - December 27 
St. John, the Evangelist, who is styled in the 
Gospel, "the beloved disciple", was a Galilean, 
the son of Zebedee and Salome, and brother 
to St. James the Greater, both of whom were 
fishermen. The two were called by Jesus to be 
disciples as they were mending their nets by 
the Sea of Galilee. Jesus showed Saint John 
particular instances of kindness and affection 
above all the rest. He had the happiness to be 
present along with both Peter and James at the 
Transfiguration of Christ and was permitted to 
witness His agony in the Garden. He was also 
allowed to rest on Our Savior's bosom at the Last Supper, and to 
him, Jesus confided the care of His holy Mother as He hung dying 
on the Cross. John brought Mary to live in Ephesus.  
 

St. John was the only one of the Apostles who did not forsake the 
Savior in the hour of His Passion and Death. It seems that St. John 
remained for a long time in Jerusalem, but that his later years were 
spent at Ephesus, whence he founded many churches in Asia Minor. 
St. John wrote his Gospel after the other Evangelists, about sixty-
three years after the Ascension of Christ; also three Epistles, and 
the wonderful and mysterious Book of the Apocalypse or Book of  
Revelation. He was brought to Rome and, according to tradition, 
was cast into a caldron of boiling oil by order of Emperor Domitian. 
Like the Three Children in the fiery furnace of Babylon, he was 
miraculously preserved unhurt. He was later exiled to the Island of 
Patmos, where he wrote the Apocalypse, but afterward returned 
to Ephesus. In his extreme old age, he continued to visit all the 
churches of Asia. St. Jerome relates that when age and weakness 
grew upon him so that he was no longer able to preach to the 
people, he would be carried to the assembly of the faithful by his 
disciples, with great difficulty; and every time said to his flock only 
these words: "My dear children, love one another." 
 

St. John died in peace at Ephesus in the third year of Trajan (as 
seems to be gathered from Eusebius' history of the Saint); that is, 
the hundredth of the Christian era, or the sixty-sixth from the 
crucifixion of Christ, St. John then being about ninety-four years 
old, according to St. Epiphanus.  
 

The Holy Innocents - December 28 
Today, we celebrate the birthday of all those children who were 
slaughtered, as the Gospel tells us, by that exceedingly cruel king, 
Herod. Let the earth, therefore, rejoice and the Church exult — 
she, the fruitful mother of so many heavenly champions and of 
such glorious virtues. Never, in fact, would that impious tyrant 
have been able to benefit these children by the sweetest kindness 
as much as he has done by his hatred. For as today's sacred feast 
reveals, in the measure with which malice in all its fury was poured 
out upon the holy children, did heaven's blessing stream down 
upon them. Blessed are you, Bethlehem in the land of Judah! You 
suffered the inhumanity of King Herod in the murder of your babes 
and thereby have become worthy to offer to the Lord a pure host 
of infants. In full right do we celebrate the heavenly birthday of 
these children whom the world caused to be born unto an eternally 
blessed life rather than that from their mothers' womb, for they 
attained the grace of everlasting life before the enjoyment of the 
present life. The precious death of any martyr deserves high praise 
because of his heroic confession; the death of these children is 
precious in the sight of God because of the beatitude they gained 
so quickly. For already at the beginning of their lives they pass on. 
The end of the present life is for them the beginning of all glory. 
These then, whom Herod's cruelty tore as sucklings from their 
mother's bosom, are justly hailed as "infant martyr flowers"; they 

were the Church's first blossoms, matured by the frost of earthly 
persecution during the cold winter of unbelief.  
 

St. Thomas Becket - December 29 
Thomas Becket was born in 1118 to a merchant family. He studied 
in London and Paris, entered the service of Archbishop Theobald 
of Canterbury and became Lord Chancellor under King Henry II in 
1155, and in 1162 Archbishop of Canterbury. Till then a submissive 
courtier, he now initiated a fearless struggle against the king for 
the freedom of the Church and the inviolability of ecclesiastical 
property, occasioning his imprisonment, exile, and finally his holy 
martyrdom on December 29, 1170. His Canonization came quickly 
(1173), but in 1539, King Henry VIII ordered his remains burned. 
 

The Breviary includes this summary of the saint's last few days: 
"Calumniators informed the king that the bishop was agitating 
against him and the peace of the realm, and the king retorted that 
with one such priest he could not live in peace. Hearing the royal 
displeasure, several godless courtiers agreed to do their sovereign 
a favor by assassinating Thomas. Secretly they traveled on feet to 
Canterbury and fell upon the bishop while he was attending Holy 
Vespers. His priests rushed to his aid and tried to bar the church 
door; Thomas opened it himself with these words: The house of 
God may not be defended like a fortress. I gladly face death for 
the Church of God. Then to the soldiers: I command you in the 
Name of God: No harm may be done to any of mine. Thereupon 
he cast himself on his knees, commended his flock and himself to 
God, to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to St. Denis and other holy patrons 
of his church, and with the same heroic courage with which he 
had withstood the king's laws, he bowed his holy head to their  
sacrilegious swords on December 29, 1170." With all the strength 
that is given us for the defense of God's rights, we must resist 
those who seek to subject the Church to their power, even if they 
are those to whom on other grounds we owe service. In Saint 
Thomas of Canterbury the Church celebrates one of her great 
bishops; by applying to him the Gospel of the Good Shepherd she 
venerates in him the true pastor of Christ's flock who gave his life 
for his sheep. Some wonderful literature is based on this saint. 
Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer (1342 - 1400) follows a 
group of 30 pilgrims traveling to the Canterbury Cathedral, the 
pilgrimage spot of St. Thomas Becket, and T. S. Eliot wrote a play 
called Murder in the Cathedral based on St. Thomas' murder. 
 

Feast of the Holy Family - December 30 
This is a holy religious festival falling on the 
first Sunday after Christmas. But, since 
Christmas this year falls on a Sunday, the 
feast will be celebrated on Friday, December 
30. Although major feast days dedicated to 
each member of the Holy Family—Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph —also exist, the Feast of 
the Holy Family commemorates their life 
together, and the celebration focuses on 
religious family life. Because of the flight of 
the Holy Family into Egypt, a feast for the 
Holy Family has been observed by the Coptic 
Church from early times. But in Western 
Christianity, a cult of veneration for the Holy 
Family as a group did not arise until the 17th century and was not 
officially recognized until the feast day was formally instituted in 
1921 under Pope Benedict XV. Originally celebrated on the Sunday 
after Epiphany (January 6), the Feast of the Holy Family was 
moved to the Sunday after Christmas only in 1969, bringing it 
within the Christmas season. 
 

This feast day of the Holy Family is also every family's feast day 
since the Holy Family is the patron and model of all Christian 
families. Today should be a huge family feast since it is devoted 
entirely to the Holy Family as a model for the Christian family life.  
 

All children must learn to see in their father the foster-father Saint 
Joseph, and the Blessed Mother as the perfect model for their own 
mother. The lesson to be learned is both practical and theoretical, 
in that the children must learn how to obey and to love both their 
parents in thought, word, and action, just as Christ was obedient 
to Mary and Joseph. Helping their mother in the kitchen and in the 
housework, and helping their father in his odd jobs about the home 
thus take on a new significance by their being performed in a 
Christ-like spirit. Marriage is too often conceived as the sacrament 
which unites a man and a woman to form a couple. In reality, 
marriage establishes a family, and its purpose is to increase the 
number of the elect, through the bodily and spiritual fecundity of 
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the Christian spouses. 
 

Every marriage intends children. Although Mary and Joseph were 
not united in a carnal way, their marriage is a true marriage: an 
indissoluble, exclusive union, wholly subordinated to the child. 
Mary and Joseph are united only in order to bring Jesus into the 
world, to protect and raise him. They have only one child, but He 
contains the whole of mankind, even as Isaac, an only child, 
fulfilled the promise made to Abraham of countless progeny. The 
purpose of every marriage is to establish a Christian family. The 
Holy Family observed the religious laws of Israel, including going 
on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem every year with other Jewish families. 
Jesus saddens and amazes his father and his mother because to 
their will and company he prefers "to be in his Father's house". 
Thus it may happen that God's will obliges the family to make 
disconcerting sacrifices. Yet every Christian family must live in 
harmony and in prayer, which are the pledges of joy and union. 
"He remained obedient to them." Jesus was God. And through 
the fullness of grace Mary stood above Joseph. Nevertheless — if 
we accept the event in the Temple — Joseph remained the head 
of the family; he took the initiative (as when the Holy Family fled 
to Egypt), and in Nazareth, Jesus obeyed his parents.  
 

Pope St. Sylvester - December 31 
St. Sylvester, a native Roman, was chosen by God to govern His 
holy Church during the first years of Her temporal prosperity and 
triumph over Her persecuting enemies. Pope Melchiades died in 
January, 314. Saint Sylvester was chosen as his successor. He 
governed the Church for more than twenty-one years, ably he 
organized the discipline of the Roman Church, and took part in 
the negotiations concerning Arianism and the Council of Nicaea. 
He also sent Legates to the first Ecumenical Council. During his 
Pontificate were built the great churches founded in Rome by 
Constantine — the Basilica and baptistery of the Lateran, the 
Basilica of the Sessorian palace (Santa Croce), the Church of St. 
Peter in the Vatican, and several cemeterial churches over the 
graves of martyrs. No doubt St. Sylvester helped with the final 
construction of these churches. He was also a friend of Emperor 
Constantine, confirmed the first General Council of Nicaea (325), 
and gave the Church a new discipline for the new era of peace. 
He might be called the first "peace Pope" after centuries of bloody 
persecution. He also established the Roman school of singing. On 
the Via Salaria, he built a cemeterial church over the Catacomb of 
St. Priscilla, and it was in this church that he was buried when he 
died on December 31, 335. 
 

Numerous legends dramatize his life and work, e.g., how he freed 
Constantine from leprosy by baptism, and how he killed a ferocious 
dragon that was contaminating the air with his poisonous breath. 
Such legends were meant to portray the effects of baptism and 
Christianity's triumph over idolatry. For a long time, the feast of 
St. Sylvester was a holy day of obligation. The Divine Office notes: 
He called the weekdays feria, because for the Christian every day 
is a "free day" (the term is still used; thus Monday is called feria 
secunda).  

 

Kwanzaa Celebration on December 30 
Parkchester's annual Kwanzaa celebration will take place in the 
St. Helena gymnasium on Friday, December 30 from 4-8PM. 
Kwanzaa is an annual holiday affirming African family and social 
values that is celebrated primarily in the Unied States from Dec. 26   
to Jan. 1. Both the name and the celebration were devised in 1966 
by Maulana Karenga, a professor of African studies at California 
State University in Long Beach, and he became an important figure 
in Afrocentrism. Karenga borrowed the word kwanza, meaning 
“first,” from the Swahili phrase matunda ya kwanza, adding the 
seventh letter, an extra a, to make the word long enough to 
accommodate one letter for each of the seven children present at 
an early celebration. (The name Kwanzaa is not itself a Swahili 
word.) The concept of Kwanzaa draws on Southern African first-
fruits celebrations. This year, Kwanzaa is celebrated from Monday, 
December 26, 2022 to Sunday, January 1, 2023. The event is 
sponsored by Unity in the Community, and African attire is also 
suggested. The featured national speakers for this event include 
Doctor Umar Johnson, Doctor Adelaide Sanford, and Walter and 
Chivona Newsome.  There is a suggested donation of $20.  
 
 

It was conceived as a nonpolitical and nonreligious holiday, and it 
is not considered to be a substitute for Christmas. Each of the 
days of the celebration is dedicated to one of the seven principles 
of Kwanzaa: unity (umoja), self-determination (kujichagulia),   
collective responsibility (ujima), cooperative economics (ujamaa), 

purpose (nia), creativity (kuumba), and faith (imani). There also 
are seven symbols of the holiday: fruits, nuts, and vegetables; a 
straw mat; a candleholder; ears of corn (maize); gifts; a communal 
cup signifying unity; and seven candles in the African colors of 
red, green, and black, symbolizing the seven principles. On each 
day the family comes together to light one of the candles in 
the kinara, or candleholder, and to discuss the principle for the 
day. On December 31, families join in a community feast called 
the karamu.  
 

Pope Benedict XV and the 1914 Christmas Truce 
The Christmas Truce was an unofficial and impromptu cease-fire 
that occurred along the Western Front from December 24 to 
December 25, 1914, during World War I. The pause in fighting 
was not universally observed, nor had it been sanctioned by any 
commander on either side, but, along some two-thirds of the 30-
mile front, the guns fell silent for a short time. The countries of 
Europe went to war in the summer of 1914 with the belief that 
the conflict would be over by Christmas of that year. Within only a 
few months, however, hundreds of thousands of soldiers had been 
killed in heavy fighting. The German advance had been checked 
at the Marne, and the “Race to the Sea” between Germany and 
the Allies had played out at Ypres. The result was a bloody 
stalemate, with a front that stretched from the Swiss border to 
the North Sea. For those on the Western Front, daily life was 
miserable, but it was a misery that was shared by enemies who 
were, in some places, separated by 50 yards or less.   
 

In early December, an attempt was made to secure an official 
truce for the holidays. Pope Benedict XV had ascended to the 
papacy just a month after the outbreak of war, and on December 
7 he issued an appeal to the leaders of Europe “that the guns 
may fall silent at least upon the night the angels sang, but there 
was little interest from leaders on either side. However, this did 
not stop soldiers at the front from seizing the initiative.  
 

As December 25 approached, the constant soaking rain gave way 
to frost, and the battlefields of Flanders were blanketed with a 
light dusting of snow. German emperor William II contributed to 
the holiday atmosphere when he sent Tannenbaum (Christmas 
trees) to the front in an effort to bolster morale. On December 23, 
German soldiers began placing the trees outside their trenches. 
They sang hymns such as “Stille Nacht” (“Silent Night”), and voices 
from the Allied lines responded with Christmas carols of their own.  
 

While there were relatively few British troops who spoke German, 
many Germans had worked in Britain before the war, and this 
experience facilitated communication between the two groups. 
Saxon troops, in particular, were credited with initiating a dialogue 
with the British. Soldiers on both sides regarded the Saxons as 
amiable and trustworthy, and the Christmas Truce had the most 
success in areas where British troops faced Saxon regiments. There 
was also no equivalent truce on the Eastern Front, as Russia was 
still operating under the Julian calendar and Russian Christmas 
would not be observed until early January.  
 

By Christmas Eve, some lower-ranking British officers had begun 
ordering their men not to fire unless fired upon. This policy came 
to be known as “live and let live,” and it would be adopted on an 
ad hoc basis throughout the war, particularly in less active sectors. 
As morning broke on Christmas Day, German soldiers emerged 
from their trenches, waving their arms to demonstrate that they 
had no ill intent. When it became clear that they were not carrying 
weapons, British soldiers soon joined them, meeting in No Man’s 
Land to socialize and exchange gifts. Censorship had not yet been 
imposed on letters home, and British soldiers wrote of playing 
soccer and sharing food and drink with men who had been, just a 
day earlier, their mortal enemies. These accounts stress that the 
men themselves could scarcely believe the remarkable events that 
were transpiring around them and that they recognized, even at 
that moment, their unique and historic significance. All was not 
frivolity, however, as some of the most common activities in areas 
observing the Christmas Truce were joint services to bury the dead. 
Perhaps recognizing that the peace surely could not last, both sides 
also used the cessation of hostilities to improve and reinforce 
their trenches. In the days following Christmas, violence returned 
to the Western Front, although the truce persisted until after New 
Year’s Day in some areas. While the truce could not have taken 
place without the endorsement of junior officers on both sides, 
British and German generals quickly took steps to prevent any 
further episodes of fraternization between their men. Attempts to 
revive the truce on Christmas Day 1915 were quashed, and there 
were no subsequent widespread cease-fires on the Western Front 
until the armistice of November 1918. 
 



The New Year's Eve Times Square Ball Drop 
As New Year's Eve fast approaches, many people around the globe 
are awaiting a special event with bated breaths,  the Times Square 
Ball Drop.  Millions of people will assemble at Times Square to 
celebrate the New Year in a unique way. As the name suggests, a 
ball will drop at midnight and strike the clock right at 12 indicating 
that the New Year has arrived. The old Times Square Ball Drop 
actually dates back to 1833 when the first ever ball was installed 
in England’s Royal Observatory.  The main purpose of the ball 
drop is to notify people around the world that the much-awaited 
time has finally arrived. The New Year's Eve celebrations in Times 
Square date back to December 31, 1904, when Adolph Ochs, the 
owner of The New York Times, decided to celebrate the opening 
of the newspaper's  new headquarters at One Times Square with 
a fireworks show. After a few years of fireworks shows, Ochs 
decided he wanted bigger spectacle to highlight the New Year's 
Eve celebration. Ochs chose the sign-making company, Artkraft 
Strauss, to build a time ball for future celebrations. The first New 
Year's Eve Ball, which debuted on December 31, 1907, was made 
of iron and wood and weighed 700 pounds. It was lit with 100 
light bulbs and measured five feet in diameter. Little did Ochs know 
what a tradition the ball drop would become. As a part of the new  
festivities, the people staying around Times Square were given 
battery-powered top hats with digital light bulbs saying “1908”. As 
soon as the clock struck 12, the hat lit up with the number “1908” 
signaling that the New Year had arrived. Since 1907, the New 
Year's Eve Ball, also known as the Times Square Ball, has dropped 
at midnight on New Year's Eve every year except 1942 and 1943, 
when blackouts due to World War II canceled the festivities. The 
ball slowly slides 141 feet down a flagpole over the course of 60 
seconds beginning at 11:59 pm. When it reaches the bottom at 
exactly midnight, a large sign lights up indicating the start of a 
new year. The New Year's Eve Ball has been through several 
different modifications over the years. A new ball made of wrought 
iron replaced the original ball in 1920. Then, in 1955, the aging 
iron ball was replaced by a ball made of aluminum. The aluminum 
ball remained unchanged until 1981 when red light bulbs and a 
green stem converted it into an apple in conjunction with the "I 
Love New York" marketing campaign. The apple lasted for seven 
years before it was replaced in 1988 with a more traditional white 
ball with many white lights. Today's New Year's Eve Ball has been 
around since 2007 when it was completely redesigned by adding 
Waterford Crystal and Philips Lighting. Its aluminum skeleton is 
covered in 2,688 Waterford Crystal triangles and lit from within by 
32,256 Philips Luxeon LED lights. The redesigned ball is 12 feet 
wide and weighs over 11,000 pounds. This prestigious event of 
new years eve ball drop will be held by the Times Square Alliance 
and Countdown Entertainment company led by Jeff Strauss.  The 
team of the Times Square Alliance takes care of every single thing 
that takes place at the tower on New Year's eve from the facilities 
to festivities and of course the cleaning up after the event. 
 
AULD LANG SYNE EXPLAINED 
This very familiar song is heard the minute the clock hand strikes 
midnight on January 1.  "Auld Lang Syne" is traditionally sung and 
many people hum it and definitely know the harmony of the song. 
Some might even get out "Should auld (old) acquaintance be 
forgot" — a commonly sung and referenced lyric from the song. 
"Auld Lang Syne" is typically played in English-speaking countries 
because the song has its roots in Scotland. Scots is a language 
mostly spoken in Scotland, and the song title "Auld Lang Syne" is 
written in Scots. In the late 18th century, a Scotsman named 
Robert Burns wrote a poem that he first titled with the famous 
song name. The literal English translation of the song means "old 
long since." It then became an actual song in 1799 when Scottish 
composer George Thomson compiled the lyrics and musical notes 
of what is known as "Auld Lang Syne." But Burns didn't coin the 
term. The Scottish were making mention of "auld lang syne long" 
before his poem. However, it wouldn't become a popular New 
Year's song until the 20th century. In 1929, a Canadian bandleader 
named Guy Lombardo would change the history of the famous 
Scots saying forever. Lombardo and his Royal Canadians band 
performed the song for the first time on a radio broadcast on New 
Year's Eve in 1929. He led this tradition for decades, even going 
from radio to television. He played out of a New York restaurant 
first and then landed at the famous Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in 1954, 
which popularized "Auld Lang Syne" as a New Year's song. As a 
result, the song quickly became associated with New Year's Eve. 
Lombardo even earned himself the nickname "Mr. New Year's Eve." 
He died in 1977, but the tradition has carried on. 
 

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARISH POTLUCK-St. Helena will hold 
its annual New Year's Eve potluck on Saturday, December 31, 
beginning at 10PM in the gymnasium. Everyone will watch the 
traditional times square countdown, and we will all enjoy live 
karaoke. This is a fun way to ring in the New Year with your St. 
Helena family and friends.  
 

THE RELIGIOUS ARTICLE SHOP is open on every Sunday 
from 9AM till 1PM. Let us know what articles you may want.  
 

LEGION OF MARY meets every Sat at 1PM in the Rectory.  
 

BIBLE STUDY is held every Tuesday at 1PM and 7:30PM and 
Sunday at 11:15AM in the Green Building. Starting January 10, 
we will study the Theology of the  Body for eight sessions. 
 

ENGLISH PRAYER GROUP  now meets both in-person and 
virtually every Saturday at 1:30PM in the Green Building.  
 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET is also prayed in English every 
Saturday at 1:30PM both live and vir tually and every Monday 
in Spanish in the church at 7:30PM. 
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND THE HOMEBOUND-
Contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 if you or a loved one are 
sick, and you would like the Holy Eucharist brought to your own 
home by a parish Eucharistic Minister.     
 

CHILD BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASSES in English 
meet every the 2nd and 4th Thursday at 7PM. You must telephone 
the rectory for an appointment and bring the necessary documents, 
which are a copy of the child’s Birth Certificate and a copy of the 
Godparent’s Confirmation Certificate. Come to or call the rectory 
for Spanish Baptism information and requirements. 
 

SCOUTING MEETINGS for all youth ages 5 through 16 will 
take place every Saturday in the school cafeteria. Cub Scouts 
will take place from 10AM-12PM. Boys Scout Troop 65 and Girls 
Troop 650 will take place from 11:30AM-1PM.   
 

CALASANZ YOUTH MOVEMENT meets every Friday at 
7PM. Both the middle school and high school youth groups 
are open to any student living in the area.   
 

ST. HELENA FOOD PANTRY is open every Wednesday at 
12PM at the Westchester  Ave. entrance to the Par ish Green 
Building. Food donations are needed and always most welcome.   
 

FLEA MARKET-Starting January 2023, we will have a Flea 
Market every Friday from 1-4PM and the second and fourth 
Saturdays of each month from 1-4PM.  (please enter  through 
the Westchester Ave Door). 

At this time we can start to collect Clean and New clothes for our 
Flea Market. We are also collecting good Household items and 
you can bring your donations to the rectory.   
 

VIEW ON FORMED-Good Catholic Information is so very 
important. Everyone at St. Helena's has a free parish subscription 
at www.formed.org. Just click the icon and join as a parishioner. 
Today is The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord. Watch: 
Symbolon, Knowing the Faith, session 4: The Story of  Salvation; 
The Story of the Nativity, or Christmas in Rome.  You can also 
listen to: The True Meaning of Christmas, God Made Man, or 
The King is Born. Children can watch: Nicholas: The Boy Who 
Became Santa, Brother Francis- O Holy Night, or Kristoph and 
the First Christmas Tree.  Friday is the Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Watch: Beloved: Mystery and 
Meaning of Marriage or Living Marriage; Footprints of God-
Jesus, the Word Became Flesh;  Formed Now!: The Holy Family;  
Joseph of Nazareth; Mary of Nazareth; or Marriage- God’s 
Design for Life & Love. Listen to: Marriage and Family, Three to 
Get Married, Counting Your Blessings, or Love Conquers All.   
 

FREE DIAPERS to expecting mothers and families with 
children 4 years old and younger and residing in the Bronx.  Visit 
Homebase I, 2155 Blackrock Ave. or call (718) 414-1050.  
 

http://www.formed.org/


GROUP DISCUSSIONS ABOUT YOUR COVID-19 TEST 
experiences and perspectives.  Receive a $50 gift card for your 
participation.  To be eligible, you must have lived in the South 
Bronx for two years and be over 18 years old.  Focus groups in 
English, Spanish, and French.  For more information, call 
Valentina at 718-508-0625. 
  

"60 MINUTES" EXAMINES THE 70TH LOURDES MIRACLE 
“60 Minutes,” the CBS news show has aired a segment on the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes and its new Office of Medical 
Observations, which has certified 70 miracles. “Almost everyone 
you meet will tell you they’ve heard stories of miracles here, but 
we heard no miracle more inspiring than that of Sr. Bernadette 
Moriau,” CBS reported as it interviewed Sister Moriau, whose 
2008 healing was certified as a miracle a decade later.  
 

TEXAS BISHOP SAYS PAVONE WAS A HOLY PRIEST 
WHO WAS "CANCELED-Commenting on the Vatican’s 
dismissal of Fr. Frank Pavone, the founder of "Priests for Life”, 
from the priesthood, Bishop Joseph Strickland of Tyler (TX) 
tweeted, “The blasphemy is that this holy priest is canceled while 
an evil president promotes the denial of truth & the murder of the 
unborn at every turn. He promotes immorality & denial of the 
deposit of faith and also many priests promote gender confusion 
devastating lives…and it is evil.”  
 

LONGEST MARRIED COUPLE SEARCH TO CELEBRATE  
World Marriage Day, on February 12, 2023 
The search begins for the Longest Married Couple in the entire 
Archdiocese of New York! Is there someone from St. Helena? 
To enter: Couples must be sacramentally married for a minimum 
of 65 years and they must reside in the Archdiocese of New York.  
The longest-married couples will receive nice commemorative 
certificates signed by His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan. 
The winning couple will be interviewed and featured in an article 
in Catholic New York. Winners are determined by how long the 
couple has been married as of World Marriage Day, February 
12th, 2023. For further information, or to submit an entry, you 
can contact Kathleen Crayne at the Arch Family Life Office at 
kathleen.crayne@archny.org (prefer red method) or  call 
646-794-3182. The deadline for entries is Sun., Jan. 15, 2023.  
 

SEEKING INDOOR SPACES FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS for 
24-96 hours at a time. If you have a liveable area, email Jason 
Santiago at Jason.Santiago@mail.house.gov or call  917-620-3498.  
 

FREE IMMIGRATION LAWYER every Thursday at City 
Council Member Amanda Farias' office, 778 Castle Hill Ave. 
 

IMMIGRATION ISSUES? Catholic Charities has created a 
multi-service office to help all immigrants, especially those who 
have just arrived in the country. The services included in this 
office are:  housing, medical services, and immigration lawyers. 
To receive assistance, you must first call 888-744-7900 and ask 
for Christina who will help you make an appointment. The place 
to go once you have made your appointment is the Red Cross 
Immigration Center, located at 520 West 49th Street, NY, 10019, 
where you will meet with immigration specialists. For more 
information call the New York State New Americans Hotline at 
800 566 7636, Monday-Friday from 9AM-8PM.  The hotline 
provides general information and referrals on immigration-
related questions and social services available to immigrants. 
 
 
 

FREE HEALTHY FOOD is given out every Tuesday at 1PM at 
1990 McGraw Ave. Text Essen to 726879 to pre-register. 
 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS (NA) meets every Saturday at 
11AM in the Calasanz Room. Peer support is so important. 
 

VIRTUAL AL-ANON MEETINGS-meet every Saturday at 
9AM. Call in at 667-770-1448, and the access code is: 178602. 
AA BIG BOOK in-person meetings have resumed at 7PM  in 
the Green Building on  Saturdays. The vir tual Zoom Meeting 
Code is 84360210329 and the password is dasolution. 
 

À PROPOS DE NOËL-La période de Noël donne lieu à un 
vaste échange de vœux et de souhaits entre amis. Ces vœux 
rappellent "la bonne nouvelle d'une grande joie pour tout le 
peuple, car il vous est né aujourd'hui un Sauveur qui est le Christ 
Seigneur" (Lc 2,11). Ils nous rappellent également que toutes les 
bénédictions et les grâces nous viennent du Christ : "N'est-ce pas 
lui qui nous a donné toutes choses ? (Rom. 8:32). 
 

En général, il y a aussi un échange de cadeaux. Cette coutume 
devrait nous rappeler qu'en ce jour, Dieu lui-même nous a donné 
le plus grand de tous les cadeaux, son Fils bien-aimé : "Dieu a 
tant aimé le monde qu'il a donné son Fils unique" (Jean 3, 16). 
Le sapin de Noël, dont la première mention connue a été faite en 
1605 à Strasbourg, a été introduit en France et en Angleterre en 
1840. Il symbolise le grand arbre généalogique du Christ qui, à 
travers David et Jessé, plonge ses racines dans Abraham, le père 
de la race élue. Il est souvent chargé de cadeaux pour nous 
rappeler que Noël nous a apporté les dons inestimables de la grâce 
et de la vie éternelle. Il est souvent orné de lumières qui nous 
rappellent que le Christ est la Lumière du monde qui éclaire ceux 
qui sont assis dans les ténèbres et dans l'ombre de la mort. 
 

Bien qu'elle ne soit pas totalement inconnue auparavant, la coutume 
de la crèche de Noël a été adoptée par saint François d'Assise à 
Greccio, en Italie, à Noël 1225. Il s'agit d'une manière concrète et 
vivante de nous représenter l'Incarnation et la naissance du 
Christ. Elle dépeint de manière frappante les vertus du Sauveur 
nouveau-né, en particulier son humilité, sa pauvreté et sa charité. 
 

Catholic Culture vous propose ces liens pour vous aider à vivre la 
joie de Noël en gardant une attention spirituelle sur la saison. Tout 
au long de cette période merveilleuse, il y aura toujours beaucoup 
d'agitation, de shopping, de pâtisserie et de cadeaux à offrir. Mais 
nous espérons que vous vous référerez souvent au calendrier de 
la culture catholique pour y trouver des idées et des pépites 
spirituelles qui augmenteront votre joie de Noël. Essayons de 
célébrer Noël avec l'innocence et l'humilité des enfants en gardant 
toujours à l'esprit la merveilleuse naissance de l'Enfant Jésus. 
 

Joie du monde, le Seigneur est venu, que la terre accueille son Roi. 
 

EL MOVIMIENTO JUVENIL CALASANZ se reune todos los 
viernes a las 7PM. Estudiantes de escuela inter media y 
superior estan invitados a participar. El Movimiento Calasanz 
tiene como misión capacitar a los jóvenes para que vivan como 
discípulos de Cristo a través de una serie organizada de juegos, 
música, retiros, manualidades, deportes y actividades religiosas. 
Todavía estamos aceptando nuevos miembros, así que acércate a 
la rectoría todos los viernes y descubre de qué se trata este 
singular Movimiento Juvenil Calasanz.  
 

PROGRAMAS DE HORA CATÓLICA en Univision y Radio 
WADO Sintonice la radio WADO 1280 AM para Hora Católica 
con el Padre Ato, director de comunicaciones hispanas y 
ministerio pastoral, todos los domingos a las 8 a.m.  
 

TENEMOS UN MERCADO DE FLOTAS EMPEZANDO 
LOS VIERNES  EN ENERO.  de 1-4PM y el segundo y cuarto 
sábado de cada mes de 1-4PM.  (por favor, entrar por la puerta 
de la avenida Westchester).   
 

En este momento podemos empezar a recolectar ropa limpia y 
nueva para nuestro Mercado de Pulgas. También estamos 
recolectando artículos del hogar en buen estado.  Gracias.   
 

NUESTRO NUEVO MINISTERIO DE ALCANCE, Helena 
Helps, está abierto en el Edificio Verde en las siguientes horas: 
Lunes de 3 a 4 de la tarde, martes de 2 a 4 de la tarde, viernes de 
1 a 4 de la tarde, cada segundo y cuarto sábado de 1 a 4 de la 
tarde, y domingo de 1 a 4 de la tarde.  
 

EN BÚSQUEDA DE LA PAREJA CON MÁS TIEMPO DE 
CASADOS -Día Mundial del Matrimonio, 12 de febrero, 2023  
¡Ha empezado la búsqueda de la pareja con más tiempo de 
casados en la Arquidiócesis de Nueva York!  
Para calificar: La pareja debe de tener un mínimo de 65 años de 



casados sacramentalmente (por la iglesia) y deben vivir en la 
Arquidiócesis de Nueva York.  
Las parejas con más tiempo de casados recibirán certificados 
conmemorativos de parte del Cardenal Timothy Dolan. La pareja 
ganadora será entrevistada y destacada en el periódico Catholic 
New York. Los ganadores están determinados por el tiempo que 
la pareja ha estado casada desde el Día Mundial del Matrimonio, 
12 de febrero de 2023. Para más información, favor de contactar 
Yorleni Tavarez-Sanchez a la Oficina de Vida Familiar al 646-
794-3199, o Yorleni.Tavarez-Sanchez@archny.org. La fecha 
límite para las inscripciones es el domingo, 15 de enero del 2023  
 

ABOGADO DE INMIGRACIÓN GRATIS todos los jueves en 
la oficina de Amanda Farias, 778 Castle Hill Ave. 
 

¿PROBLEMAS DE INMIGRACIÓN?  Caridades Católicas ha 
creado una oficina de servicios múltiples para ayudar a todos los 
inmigrantes, especialmente aquellos que acaban de llegar al país. 
Los servicios que incluye esta oficina son: vivienda, servicios 
médicos y abogados de inmigración. Para recibir ayuda debe 
primero llamar y preguntar por Christina al 888-744-7900 quien 
le ayudará a concretar una cita. El lugar donde debe acudir una 
vez tenga su cita es el Centro de Inmigración de la Cruz Roja, 
localizado en el 520 West 49th Street, NY, NY 10019, donde se 
reunirá con los especialistas en inmigración. Para más 
información, llame a la línea directa para nuevos estadounidenses 
del Estado de Nueva York al 800 566 7636, de lunes a viernes de 
9 de la mañana a 8 de la tarde. La línea ofrece información general 
y referencias sobre cuestiones relacionadas con la inmigración y 
los servicios sociales disponibles para los inmigrantes. 
 

 ¡TODA LA TIERRA HA VISTO AL SALVADOR! Lo 
hemos logrado, ha valido la pena preparar el camino, ya que 
HOY la Luz brilla más que otros días; y el cielo junto con la 
tierra claman: ¡El Verbo de Dios se hizo Carne!, y habita en 
medio de nosotros. Queridos hermanos y hermanas, hoy 
celebramos la Natividad de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, hoy 
nuevamente se nos recuerda que hemos sido salvados y que 
valió la pena la espera y la preparación.  
 

Creo que cada uno de nosotros en nuestros hogares ha tenido 
la oportunidad de celebrar la llegada de un nuevo miembro de 
la familia. Que ocasión tan especial es el saber que un niño o 
niña viene en camino. Todo el proceso nos llena de alegría y 
gozo, incluso vemos cada vez más como no tan solo se hacen 
los famosos “baby showers” pero ahora incluso se hacen fiestas 
para revelar el sexo del bebe. Que ocasión tan hermosa la 
cual llena el ambiente familiar de tan gran alegría y esperanza.  
 

Imagínate, si con la llegada de un nuevo miembro al entorno 
familiar nos llenamos de gran alegría, cuanto más debe ser 
para nosotros el recibir al Salvador de los Hombres, que se 
hace niño para poder Salvarnos. Hermanos, esto es la 
Navidad, el recordar que Dios se abaja y se hace presente en 
nuestras vidas, Él se hizo uno como tú y yo para poder 
acompañarnos en nuestra humanidad y así poder Salvarnos.  
 

Y entonces, ¿Cómo hacemos para celebrarle, correctamente? 
Bueno mis queridos hermanos, hemos preparado por cuatro 
semanas nuestros corazones para su llegada. Que aquello que 
estábamos realizando nos ayude a continuar caminando y 
celebrando. Aprovechemos la ocasión para mirar al Pesebre y 
ver como el recién nacido nos mira y nos sonríe, llenándonos 
de su amor. Y desde su cuna nos dice: “No importando 
cuantas veces me hieras con tus pecados, yo siempre estaré 
aquí esperándote con los brazos abiertos; porque te Amo.” 
Que este tiempo de Navidad que hoy comenzamos hasta el 
día del Bautismo del Señor sea un tiempo en donde dejemos 
que ese amor de Dios que se hace presente en nuestros 
hogares nos ayude a ser mejores Discípulos suyos.  
 

Les deseo una Feliz Navidad a cada uno de ustedes que me 
leen.  
En Cristo Jesús y Calasanz,      Fr. Jorge L. Ramírez, Sch.P.  

       WEEKLY COLLECTION:   December 18— $5,056.98 
                            Christmas Flowers—$2,273.00 
                        Our Lady of Guadalupe—$1,285.00 
                    

 
 

          Masses Live-Streamed from St. Helena take place Mon-Sat  
at 8:30AM and Sun at 10AM in English and 12PM in Spanish 

www.facebook.com/St.HelenaBronx.  
 

Our Parish YouTube Channel is St. Helena Film Ministry.    

 

MASS INTENTIONS                                 

December 25 – THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
8:00        +Catherine Carolan 
10:00 S   +Walter and Mildred Murphy;  In Thanksgiving to the  

               Sacred Heart of Jesus 
12:00 (Sp)  Agusto and Julieta Arroyo in Thanksgiving;  
+Juana Ramona Rodriguez, The Souls in Purgatory and por la 
salud de Willie Torres; Accion de gracia por la salud Humberta 
Ayala-Intention; +Mario Alberto Salcedo Alvarez;  +Marla Cazldo 
Ortega and Abilino Cazldo Ortega;   
+Lucrecia Urgiles, Luis Quinteras and Soila Lopes 
5:00        Deceased Members of the Cerbone Family 
6:30(Fr)  NO 6:30 MASS TODAY 
 

December 26 – Monday —  St. Stephen 
6:30*      For Alberto Brinz Eternal Rest 
8:30 S    +Leonard Getzin;  In Thanksgiving for Mother Mary 
12:15     +Damienne, Stephane, Carmel Afeli in God’s Protection 
 

December 27 – Tuesday — St. John Apostle and Evangelist 
6:30*    God’s Intervention for a Close and Loving Relationship 
for Joanne Savino with her Most Loveable Granddaughter 
8:30 S    +Balina Rebello 
12:15     +Balina Rebello 
 
 

December 28 – Wednesday — The Holy Innocents 
6:30         In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted to A. and J. Savino 
8:30 S     Deceased Members of the McKee and Farley Family 
12:15      Marie Sheehan-Intentions 
 
 

December 29 – Thursday — St. Thomas Becket 
6:30        A Sister’s Intentions for Brenda & Scott Van de Weghe 
8:30     +Jose Davila-Ortiz 
12:15      +Angela Diaz 
 

December 30 – Friday — Feast of the Holy Family  
6:30       In Thanksgiving for Favors Granted the Van de Weghes 
8:30 S    +Joan T. Sullivan 
12:15        +Mary Falkowska;  +Angela Diaz 
7:00 (Sp)   +Manuel Barilio Perez Polanco 
 

December 31 – Saturday — Pope St. Sylvester 
6:30        Eternal Rest for Fred Havelka, Paul Knull & Larry Young 
8:30 S    +Alan, Elizabeth and Peter Seeram 
12:15    Deceased Members of the Cerbone Family 
2:00        Virgen de La Nueva 
5:00       Trilingual Vigil Mass-  En accion de gracias por otro año 
mas de vida de la familia Galicia Cruz 
 

January 1, 2023 – Solemnity of Mary 
8:00        Fr. Vinod Angadather George, Sch.P.-38th Birthday Inten 
10:00 S   For Veterans Suffering from Post Traumatic Syndrome 
12:00 (Sp)  Por un año de bendiciones para la familia Galicia  
  Cruz y Cruz Garcia;    
 +Lucrecia Urgiles, Luis Quinteros and Soila Lopes 
5:00        +Alan Seeram 
6:30(Fr)  NO 6:30 MASS TODAY 
 

            Names only said in Prayer of the Faithful are in Italics                 
*not a public Mass;  +=deceased;  S=Mass is live-streamed 

 

Readings for the week of December 18, 2022 
Sun: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-
25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25; Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 
2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14; Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 
2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 
or 1:1-5, 9-14; Mon: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc 
and 17/Mt 10:17-22; Tues: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-
8; Wed 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18; Thurs: 1 Jn 2:3
-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35; Fri: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-
21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23; Sat: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 
96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18; Next Sun: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
(2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 


