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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT   
MARCH 22, 2020 

Saturday, March 21, 2020 

5:00 PM  Mary Greco 

   
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

7:30 AM  Shelia & John Walsh 

9:00 AM  Intention of Kathy Kantenwein 

10:30 AM  Joseph Wroblewski 

12:00 PM  Tom Harrington 

   
Daily Mass  March 23 - 27 @ 7:30 & 9:00 AM  

Monday 7:30 Audrey H. Riccioli 

 9:00 Intention of the Souls in Purgatory 

Tuesday  7:30 Mary Dohoney 

 9:00 Nuala Naughton 

Wednesday 7:30 Ruth Yaeger 

 9:00 Nuala Naughton 

Thursday 7:30 Audrey H. Riccioli 

 9:00 Nuala Naughton 

Friday 7:30 Tim Buckley 

 9:00 Ashley Cistaro 

 
Saturday, March 28, 2020 

5:00 PM  Genevieve Davis 

   
Sunday, March 29, 2020 

7:30 AM  Nuala Naughton 

9:00 AM  Stanley Mikolajczyk 

10:30 AM  Walter Hart 

12:00 PM  Roselia Restrepo 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
God chose Davis, the least of Jesse’s sons, to be 
King of Israel. While people look at appearances, 
God looks at the heart. 
  
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Paul tells the Ephesians that now that Christ has enlightened 
them, they must adopt a lifestyle in keeping with their new state. 
  
Gospel: John 9:1-41 
Jesus, the light of the world, not only gives sight to the       
physically blind, but the light of faith to the spiritually blind.  

PRIEST’S MASS SCHEDULE 

MARCH/
APRIL 

5:00 PM  7:30 AM 9:00 AM 10:30 AM 12:00 PM 

3/21-22 Fr. Michal Fr. Michal Fr. Ed Fr. Tim Fr. Ed 

3/28-29 Fr. Tim Fr. Tim Fr. Michal Fr. Michal Fr. Tim 

4/4-5 Fr. Tim Fr. Michal Fr. Michal Fr. Tim Fr. Michal 

4/11-12 

8:00 PM 
Vigil -  
Fr. Michal 

6:24 AM 
Sunrise - 
Fr. Tim 

Fr. Tim Fr. Michal Fr. Ed 

 

COLLECTION BREAKDOWN for March 14th and 15th: 
     

          First Collection: $5,544.00 2nd Collection: $1,714.00       
          (Parish Maintenance)  

 

Our thanks to all of our parishioners who respond each week to the 
needs of our parish and who make their weekly offering a part of 
their budget.  Your contributions, both monetary and in service, are 
important to our parish.  

May God bless you for your generosity. 

Scripture reflection with Fr. Tim  
+ Pause + Reflect + Act + 

 

1) Where in your life has something (or someone) considered 
small, humble, or lonely made a great impact? 

2) How do you deal with being proven wrong? 

3) The Pharisees found reasons not to believe in Jesus. What 
are some excuses that you might have to not follow Jesus so 
closely at times? 

4) What does each person in this Gospel tell me about my    
Lenten journey? 

For anyone seeking 
• Baptism • First Eucharist •  

• Confirmation •  
 

 

RCIA Classes are cancelled until further notice. 
Please pray for all those who have decided to follow  

the journey of our faith. 

Thank You from 

Cross Catholic Outreach: 

 

Thank you for the welcome you extended to Fr. Richard  
Kunzman on his recent visit to your parish. On behalf of the 
poorest of the poor, we thank you for having shared in their 

lives. May our Lord continue to bless all of you 
for your love and support. 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION 

Please join His Holiness, Pope Francis, who has  
chosen the following intention to be prayed for during 
the month of March. 
 
Catholics in China: We pray that the Church in China 
may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow 
in unity. 



 

 

 
 
                                               

 
 
 
 
Forgiven communicates God's invitation to each one of us 
to come experience his indescribable love in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  

1. Visit FORMED.org. 
2. Click Sign-Up, Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organiza-

tion”, choose “Good Shepherd” 
3. Enter your name and email and you’re in! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE. 
Let us spiritually unite as a parish in the actual  

celebration of the Eucharist.  
Last weekend, we began streaming live from  

Good Shepherd RC Church and will continue this until  
further notice.  

• Daily Mass Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM 

• Saturday: 5:00 PM 

• Sunday: 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
 

Go to our website and scroll down: 
https://www.goodshepherdrc.org/  

 
 
 

or Log-in to our Facebook page:  
Facebook.com/GoodShepherdRC 

 
 
 

Thank you all for your continued support and helping the 
parish remain financially stable and sound. 

 

We strongly encourage you, our parishioners, to register 
for Online Giving, a secure way to support our parish on 
an ongoing basis, especially during these difficult times. 

 

Simply go to our website to sign-up:   
https://www.goodshepherdrc.org/online-giving-osv  

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH 
UPDATES & EVENTS 

       A Note from Fr. Tim: 
 
       Greetings and prayers:  
 
Our Lenten journey this year is different with the corona 
virus. It has affected all aspects of our lives, school, work 
and social. It has been a disruption in families’ lives, as we 
all must make adjustments on a daily basis. It is imperative 
that we follow common sense and guidelines like washing 
your hands, and social distancing especially with the elderly 
and those struggling with illness who are most at risk.   
  
The whole purpose of Lent is to strengthen the roots of our 
faith. At times like this where do we go for inspiration?   
We go to God. 
  
Two weeks ago, there were 350 people who celebrated 
Mass. I would like to thank especially the altar servers,  
eucharistic ministers, lectors, ushers, and choir members. 
Also, those who were unable to come but supported the 
parish financially through online giving and mailing in their  
offering. 
  
The reality for the parish, just like in your home is the bills 
keep coming. I am always grateful and humbled by the  
generosity of the people of Good Shepherd. Two weeks 
ago, visiting priest Fr. Richard Kunzman of Cross Catholic 
stated in his thank you note that in the 30 years of his 
preaching to help the poor, the response from this parish 
was unbelievable and inspiring. 
  
Your continued support during this time of uncertainty 
would be greatly appreciated. I ask that you prayerfully  
consider registering for our online giving, on the church 
website as a way to help pay the bills. 
  
The Gospel passage of Sundays of Lent can teach us so 
much, as we encounter Jesus in the desert, on the mountain, 
at the well and this week with the man born blind. While we 
may be experiencing darkness the Light of Christ is our  
inspiration and guide. And this week, we had two great 
saints to inspire and model for all of us the reality of  
perseverance and hope. 
  
Peace, 
Fr. Tim 
 

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED  
SACRAMENT  

Every Sunday in the Church 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM   
 

CHURCH HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM  

Friday 9:00 AM - 12 Noon 
 

THE CHURCH REMAINS OPEN FOR  PRIVATE PRAYER.  

OUR OFFICE IS STILL OPERATING. WE WILL BE HAPPPY 

TO ANSWER YOUR PHONE CALLS AND EMAILS. 



 

            FAITH FORMATION NOTES 

 

 

Excerpted Message from the Bishop  

Suspension of the Sacraments of Confirmation  
 and First Eucharist 

“The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation is 
hereby suspended in the Diocese of Paterson.            

Confirmation retreats should be deferred.                  
As developments continue to unfold, we will assess the 

situation. When it is prudent, we will make the           
necessary arrangements for the celebration of the   

Sacrament. 

Since the celebrations of First Holy Communion also 
brings together large groups of people, the  

celebration is to be deferred in all parishes until  
further notice.” 

Gospel Reading John 9:1-41  
Jesus heals the man born blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of Man. 

Family Connection 

When infants are baptized, parents, with the help of the godparents, assume responsibility for 
raising the child as a follower of Jesus. The process of maturation in the faith is much like the 
example found in the story of the man born blind. The man is cured of his blindness, a symbol 
of his sin. Each time he meets someone after the healing, the man comes to a deeper  
awareness of who Jesus is. In a similar way, we who are baptized continue to mature in faith as 
our relationship with and knowledge about Jesus grows. (Loyola Press) 

A Note of Thanks … 
 
Thank you to the Don Bosco Columbiettes  
#7784 for their gift of Lenten/Easter 
bracelets for our  middle schoolers. It was 
very thoughtful and a good reminder for the 
children as we celebrate the season  
culminating in Easter Sunday.  

Faith Formation classes have concluded for 
this year due to COVID-19. All families were 
emailed information and will continue to  
receive updates as necessary. If you did not 
receive an email, kindly contact the Faith 
Formation office with your new email so we 
may update our database.  
 

phyllis@goodshepherdrc.org OR 
allison@goodshepherdrc.org 



 

ASK A FRANCISCAN… 

My husband of 31 years was baptized a Baptist but has 
not practices that faith since he was a teenager. He has 
been going to church with me throughout our  
marriage. We have raised three children as Catholics.  
Is there some way for him to become a Catholic  
without going through the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA)? 
 
He should go through the RCIA because it will expand his 
knowledge of what the Church believes and why. It will also 
help him see from a new perspective to what kind of service 
lived faith leads. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DO THE LITURGICAL  
COLORS MEAN? 

 

Colors are one way the church connects Catholics visually to 
a particular event or mystery. But from purple and rose  
Advent candles to a priest’s green vestments, have you ever 
wondered why certain colors are used? The choice is not  
random or simply decorative; it has specific meaning as the  
faithful move through the liturgical year.   
 

Violet/purple: Symbolizes penance, preparation, sacrifice. 
When used: Advent, Lent; may be used for funeral Masses. 
Purple originally was associated with royalty, because it was  
a more expensive color to dye. Over time, it became  
associated with penance.  
 

White: Symbolizes purity, joy, light, glory. 
When used: Holy Thursday; the solemnity of the Most  
Holy Trinity; the feasts of Our Lord, the Virgin Mary, the 
angels and the saints who are not martyrs. White is used at 
nuptial Masses and baptisms, and may be used at funerals.  
 

Rose: Symbolizes anticipation, rejoicing. 
When used: Gaudete Sunday (the third Sunday of Advent) 
and Laetare Sunday (fourth Sunday of Lent). 
Both “gaudete” and “laetare” are variations of “to rejoice”  
in Latin. The Sundays occur at the midpoint of Advent and 
Lent and are a reminder of the upcoming joyful events.  

Dr. Ronald J. 

Sowinski 

 

On March 6, 2020 
former parishioner 
Dr. Ronald J Sowinski peacefully 
passed. Dr. Sowinski and his wife,  
Lucille, were long time active members 
of the parish. They used their gift of gardening and tend-
ed to the landscaping and flowers, both inside and  
outside the church. Additionally, they conceived of and 
built the grotto with the Blessed Mother located on the 
rear of the property. 
 

In honor of his parents, Mark Sowinski along with his 
wife Rebecca have continued the tradition of family  
service at the parish. Each year they are responsible for 
placing lights on the Advent tree and setting up the lit 
Holy Family and wise men displays as well as the  
handmade meaning of the season structures on the lawn 
for both Advent and Christmas.   
 

In memory of Dr. Sowinski and his gift of service to the 
parish, please visit the grotto to say a prayer and reflect.  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 

It has long been a Catholic  

understanding that when  

circumstances prevent one from 

receiving Holy Communion, it is 

possible to make an Act of  

Spiritual Communion, which is a 

source of grace. Spiritual  

Communion is an ardent desire to 

receive Jesus in the Most Holy  

Sacrament and lovingly embrace him at a time or in  

circumstances when one cannot receive Him in  

sacramental Communion. The most common reason for 

making an Act of Spiritual Communion is when a person 

cannot attend Mass. Acts of Spiritual Communion increase 

our desire to receive sacramental Communion and help us 

avoid the sins that would make us unable to receive Holy  

Communion worthily. 

ACTS OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. 
 

I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
you in my soul. 
 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you  
sacramentally,  
 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 
 

I embrace you as if you were already there. 
 

And unite myself wholly to you.  
 

Never permit me to be separated from you. 
 

Amen. 



INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

/blueskypainting llc

Painting
Power Washing
Deck and Fence Staining
Cabinet Refinishing
Wallpaper Removal
Spackle, Plaster
& Sheetrock Repair
Garage Floor Epoxying
Basement Waterproofing

862-268-2790

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523
Christopher J. DePuyt, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4728

31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857 · 973-347-0165 

GOD BLESS
AMERICANJ STATE MASTER PLUMBING LICENSE # 5668

PLUMBING &
WATER TREATMENT

John H.

973-383-0392

Family Monuments - Northwest
MonuMents · Bronze Plaques

"Serving You With Compassion And Expertise"
81A Route 183 · StAnhope · 973-448-0800 JOANNE T. CLEFFI

Nancy Heslin Reading, Esq.
The Reading Law Firm, LLC

Estates, Trusts & Elder Law
(973) 579-2222

93 M a i n  S t r e e t  ·  n e w t o n ,  nJ
www.sussexelderlaw.com

024E (BC) Andover, Good Shepherd      FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Smith-
McCracken

Funeral Home
Robert E. McCracken

Owner / Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 3640

973-383-4600
mccrackenwood@earthlink.net

www.smithmccrackenfuneralhome.com
63 HIGH STREET · NEWTON, NJ 07860

973.786.5330
Fax: 973.786.7306

All Social Occasions
Proms · Communions

200 Main Street (Route 206)
Andover, NJ  07821

COCHRAN FUNERAL HOME
Serving the Parish Community Since 1899

852-3361
JAMES G. COCHRAN, MANAGER ~ N.J. Lic. No. 3702

905 High St.                                                                          Hackettstown        

Country Classic
Haircutters
Men ~ Women ~ Children

EVERYDAY REASONABLE PRICES!
Perms - Color - Waxing
973-786-5179

Rt. 206 • Next to Andover Diner
Walk-ins • Appointments        Rushs • Parishioners

www.bellaitalia8600.com

Catering For All Occasions

448 Rt. 206 South • Andover Township
973-940-8600

We Now Feature a Lunch Menu

Monday-Saturday 11am-10pm • Sunday 12pm-9pm

Bella Italia
Ristorante & Pizzeria

JOAN O'BRIEN Broker / Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence
ReMax Hall of Fame

Town & Valley

908-304-4164 CELL 
908-852-1333 OFFICE

joanobrien@remax.net 
www.JoanMObrien.com

1585 Route 517 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840

Independently Owned and Operated

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
strip & Wax

Ken & Janet laUriCh
insUred & Bonded

Home & office care

973-579-1508

      www.SussexCountyRental.com
188 Main St • Route 206 • Andover

973-786-7700

Complete Line 
of Party & Rental 

Equipment
We Deliver!

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

~ Parishioner ~

973-786-5429

GARDEN CENTER

Fall Clean UpS
iCed panSieS & exCavation

Christmas shop

Four Leaf Flooring LLC

brendon@fourleafflooring.com
fourleafflooring.com

highland laKes
neW Jersey

dUstless sanding
installation · repairs

Bredonn Foy
president


