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 November 12, 2014 

Members Present:  Kathy Mahalick, Amy Armstrong, Mary Ferguson, Gladys Saborio, Karen 
Last, Cindy Lark, Terese Van Hout , Clare Dunkel, Vicky Wong, Cathie 
Curran 

Opening Prayer The meeting was opened with prayer led by Clare Dunkel. 

Handouts: Agenda,  Membership list was updated and will be emailed to all. 

Parish Council 

Updates 

Cathie gave updates from the Parish Council meeting.   

Upcoming/Ongoing 

Projects: 

Parish Pastoral Plan 

Meetings 

There will be two opportunities for parish staff and commission members to 
attend the pastoral planning meetings before the entire parish is invited to 
attend the meetings in Jan. and Feb.  Meetings are Thursday, Nov. 13 from 7-
9 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 16 from 2-4 p.m.  Terese VanHout who is a 
facilitator for the meetings explained the purpose of the meetings to us.  All 
are strongly encouraged to attend.   

Thanksgiving 

Baskets 

Terese brought the prayer cards she made to be inserted in the 
baskets.  The bags have all been stapled.  Sign-up sheets to pass out 
the bags after this week-end’s Mass were passed to commission 
members.  There will be 60 baskets for Saline Social Services 
families and the same number of parish families as last year.  It 
looks like there are adequate volunteers to pack and distribute the 
boxes.   

Giving Tree Clare told us that the tree will go up Nov. 29 and gifts need to be returned 
Dec. 13 and 14.  Boysville no longer has a residential facility but Deacon 
Paul sent word asking us to vote on whether we should still collect gifts to be 
distributed to their other residential facilities in Michigan.  After discussion, 
it was decided to give gifts to Emmanuel House instead.  Vicky said Sarah 
Batzer from our parish volunteers there.  Sarah will be contacted to get a list 
of gifts for Clare.  Cathie and Gladys will get the gift tags made.  Clare will 
take the gifts to St. Louis Center and Saline Social Services.  Cathie will be 
responsible for Arbor Vitae. Vicky and Gladys will transport to Alpha House.  
Catholic Social Services picks up on their own.  Kathy and Cassiana will take 
the gifts to Safe House.  Amy and Terese will transport gifts to Emmanuel 
House.   

Lin Gap and Sr. 

Agnes Vote 

Vicky reported that Deacon Paul has reservations about supporting Lin Gap 
when they already have international funding and corporate sponsors who 
donate a significant amount of money to the organization and they also have 
administrators in place.  Vicky said that John Drake is preparing to retire and 
wants the endowment for Lin Gap to be self-funded .  Discussion took place 
that Lin Gap not only helps the orphans in their program but many others at 
the Masses where food is distributed. John Drake’s goal is to make the 
children Lin Gap supports self-sufficient and have them give back to the 
organization.   It was suggested that Sr. Agnes in Kenya be the other 
organization that we support.  Vicky feels both organizations are worthy of 
our support and it is a very difficult choice.  It was stated that the 
organizations we already support rely on the funding amounts we have 
traditionally been able to give them so diluting the amounts by supporting too 
many organizations is not a good idea.  Kathy felt that we don’t have enough 
information on Sr. Agnes project to make an educated decision.  We will 
contact Mary Wakefield to get more info and we will vote on which 
organization to sponsor at the December meeting.   

Saline Social 

Services Update 

Kathy and Cathie attended a meeting held here at St. Andrew to discuss the 
future of SASS.  There were approx. 100 people in attendance including 
current and past board members from SASS, city officials including the 
mayor, Saline business owners and pastors from other churches in Saline.  
SASS lost $75,000 funding from United Way this year and cannot reapply 
for 18 months.  Current board members and the new director gave us 
information on the history of the organization and how many families are 
helped each week.  They are in negotiations with St. Joseph Mercy Health 
System to use the white house located at the corner of Mills and Michigan 
Ave.  It is owned by the hospital and would require about $30,000 to 
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renovate.  They have enough funds in reserves to get through June.  We met 
in small groups to brainstorm ways to gather funds for SASS.  Cindy 
suggested we put a blurb in the bulletin expressing their need for funds and 
volunteers.  Cathie will ask the new director to compose an article for the 
bulletin.   

Fifth Saturday Hope 

Clinic Dinner 

Scott sent word that volunteers from our parish will provide a meal over the 
Thanksgiving week-end.   

Next Meeting The meeting was ended with a prayer.  The next meeting will be the 
Christmas Gathering at Cathie Curran’s home, 271 Old Creek Drive at 7 p.m.  

  


