
Professional Context 
and Practical Considerations

by 
Gabriela Bala, Meghan Evoy

Kristine Fuhr, Mary Anne Wirth & Ashley Wilkinson

2015 MANS CoNfereNCe
oct. 22, 2015

Solanus Casey Center, Detroit, MI



1 Peter 4:10  
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:  
Acts 20:35  
In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’”  
1 Peter 4:10-11  
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 
whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
Galatians 5:13-14  
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  
John 13:12-14  
When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another's feet.  
Matthew 20:28  
Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.”  
Mark 10:44-45  
And whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
Philippians 2:1-11  
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ...  
Mark 9:35  
And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be 
last of all and servant of all.”  
Proverbs 11:25  
Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.  
Matthew 23:11  
The greatest among you shall be your servant.  
Luke 6:38  
Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”  
Matthew 25:35-40  
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 
and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ ...  
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Proverbs 19:17  
Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.  
Mark 10:45  
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.”  
1 John 3:18  
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  
Matthew 5:16  
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.  
1 Samuel 12:24  
Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great things he has 
done for you.  
James 2:14-17  
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 
save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, 
what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  
2 Chronicles 15:7  
But you, take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded.”  
1 Corinthians 9:19  
For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.  
Galatians 6:9  
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.  
Luke 6:27-45  
“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, 
and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who 
begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. And as you 
wish that others would do to you, do so to them. ...  
Philippians 2:1-4:23  
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ...  
Ephesians 2:10  
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.  
Romans 12:9-13  
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly 
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve 
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints and seek to show hospitality.  
Proverbs 31:8-9  
Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge 
righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.  
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Hebrews 13:16  
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  
Romans 12:6-7  
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  
1 Timothy 3:13  
For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence 
in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.  
Luke 22:25-27  
And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority 
over them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as 
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or 
one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.  
Luke 21:1-4  
Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a poor widow 
put in two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than 
all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she 
had to live on.”  
John 13:4-5  
Rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him.  
Proverbs 14:21  
Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.  
1 John 3:17-18  
But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, 
how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth.  
Galatians 5:13-15  
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not 
consumed by one another.  
Mark 10:42-45  
And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be 
so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would 
be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
Ephesians 6:7-8  
Rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, knowing that whatever good 
anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.  
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John 13:1-13  
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 
betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 
taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. ...  
Hebrews 6:10-12  
For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in 
serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to 
have the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those 
who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  
Philippians 2:2  
Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.  
Philippians 2:1-13  
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ...  
Romans 12:1  
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
Hebrews 10:24  
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  
2 Thessalonians 3:8  
Nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and 
day, that we might not be a burden to any of you.  
Ephesians 4:11-14  
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes.  
Matthew 25:40  
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.’  
Matthew 10:16  
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent 
as doves.  
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Matthew 8:5-13  
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, “Lord, my 
servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” And he said to him, “I will come and heal 
him.” But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only 
say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, 
‘Do this,’ and he does it.” ...  
Jeremiah 29:11  
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.  
1 Peter 4:1-19  
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for 
whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the 
flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. For the time that is past suffices for 
doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 
parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the 
same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to him who is ready to 
judge the living and the dead. ...  
Deuteronomy 15:11  
For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide 
your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’  
John 7:1-24  
After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were 
seeking to kill him. Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. So his brothers said to him, “Leave 
here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. For no one works in 
secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” For not 
even his brothers believed in him. ...  
James 1:1-27  
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 
Greetings. Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who 
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. ...  
Titus 3:14  
And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, 
and not be unfruitful.  
1 Peter 1:10-16  
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 
searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to 
them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to 
you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things 
into which angels long to look. Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, 
set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, ...  
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Luke 9:57-10:16  
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say 
farewell to those at my home.” ...  
Joshua 22:5  
Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways and to keep his 
commandments and to cling to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.”  
Colossians 3:23  
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,  
Romans 15:1  
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.  
Luke 6:10-17  
And after looking around at them all he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his 
hand was restored. But they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do 
to Jesus. In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to 
God. And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named 
apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, 
and Bartholomew, ...  
Isaiah 1:1-31  
The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the 
Lord has spoken: “Children have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me. The ox 
knows its owner, and the donkey its master's crib, but Israel does not know, my people do not 
understand.” Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of evildoers, children who 
deal corruptly! They have forsaken the Lord, they have despised the Holy One of Israel, they are 
utterly estranged. Why will you still be struck down? Why will you continue to rebel? The whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faint. ...  
1 Timothy 6:17-19  
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for 
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.  
Malachi 3:1-18  
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and 
they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. “Then I will draw near to you 
for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, 
against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. ...  
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Matthew 8:1-4  
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. And behold, a leper came to 
him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” And Jesus stretched 
out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”  
Hebrews 13:1-25  
Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and 
those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Let marriage be held in honor among all, 
and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. Keep 
your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” ...  
Galatians 6:2  
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  
Matthew 28:19  
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
Isaiah 58:6-12  
“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide 
yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 
spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 
guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If 
you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if you 
pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. ...  
Ephesians 5:21  
Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.  
Luke 3:10-11  
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.”  
Matthew 6:33  
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  
John 3:16-17  
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.  
Matthew 10:42  
And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I 
say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”  
1 Peter 5:2  
Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but 
willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;  
Psalm 50:23  
The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders his way rightly I will 
show the salvation of God!”  
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Ephesians 4:28  
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that 
he may have something to share with anyone in need.  
Matthew 5:42  
Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.  
Acts 2:41-47  
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls. And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. ...  
Luke 22:27  
For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at 
table? But I am among you as the one who serves.  
John 13:1-17  
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 
betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 
taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. ...  
Mark 14:12-14  
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said 
to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” And he sent two of 
his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my 
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’  
Mark 6:41-44  
And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the 
loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among 
them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
and of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.  
Matthew 20:1-34  
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. 
Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. ...  
1 Samuel 3:1-21  
Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. The lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the 
Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. ...  
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Romans 12:7  
If service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;  
Luke 10:30-37  
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who 
stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. ...  
Luke 14:1-14  
One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching him 
carefully. And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. And Jesus responded to the 
lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” But they remained silent. 
Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. And he said to them, “Which of you, having a 
son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” ...  
John 3:16  
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  
Galatians 6:1-18  
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit 
of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself. But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and 
not in his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own load. ...  
John 15:13  
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  
Romans 12:1-21  
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have 
many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of another. ...  
John 13:3-17 ESV / 8 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful  
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and 
to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to  
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SUMMARY OF CATHOLIC CHURCH DOCUMENTS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE THEMES 

Papal and Vatican Documents 

Rerum Novarum. . . (On the Condition of Labor)—Pope Leo XIII, 1891 

Quadragesimo Anno. . . (After Forty Years)—Pope Pius XI, 1931 

Mater et Magistra. . . (Christianity and Social Progress)—Pope John XXIII, 1961 

Pacem in Terris. . . (Peace on Earth)—Pope John XXIII, 1963 

Gaudium et Spes. . . (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World)—Second  Vatican Council, 1965 

Dignitatis Humanae . . .  (Declaration on Religious  Freedom)—Second Vatican Council, 1965 

Populorum Progressio. . . (On the Development of Peoples)—Pope Paul VI, 1967 

Octogesima Adveniens. . . (A Call to Action)—Pope Paul VI, 1971 

Evangelii Nuntiandi. . . (Evangelization in the Modern World)—Paul VI, 1975 

Laborem Exercens. . . (On Human Work)—Pope John Paul II, 1981 

Sollicitudo Rei Socialis. . . (On Social Concern)—Pope John Paul II, 1987 

The Church and Racism:  Towards a more fraternal society. . . —Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,  1989 

Centesimus Annus. . . (The Hundredth Year)—Pope John Paul II, 1991 

Veritatis splendor. . . (The Splendor of Truth)—Pope John Paul II, 1993  

Evangelium Vitae. . . (The Gospel of Life)—Pope John Paul II, 1995 

Dignitas Personae. . . (The Dignity of a Person)—Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 1998  

Ecclesia in America. . . (The Church in America)—Pope John Paul II, 1999 

Fides et Ratio. . . (Faith and Reason)—Pope John Paul II, 1998 

Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catholics in Political  Life. . . - Congregation 

for the Doctrine of the  Faith, 2002 

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. . . —Pontifical Council for Justice and  Peace, 2004 
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Deus Caritas Est. . . (God Is Love)—Pope Benedict XVI, 2005 

Sacramentum Caritatis. . . (The Eucharist as the Source and Summit of the Church's Life and  Mission)—Pope 

Benedict XVI, 2007 (especially paragraphs 47, 49, 82-84, and  88-92) 

Caritas in Veritate. . . (Charity in Truth)—Pope Benedict XVI, 2009 

Evangelii Gaudium. . . (The Joy of the Gospel)—Pope Francis, 2013 

Laudato Si' . . . (On Care for Our Common Home)—Pope Francis, 2015 

United States Catholic Bishops Documents 

Labor Day Statements 

Respecting the Just Rights of Workers, June 2009  

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, November 2007 

A Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death, November 2005 

Catholics in Political Life, June 2004 

"For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food" Catholic Reflections on Food, Farmers, and Farmworkers, December 

2003 

Strangers No Longer, January 2003, Joint Statement from Bishops of the United States and Mexico 

A Place at the Table: A Catholic Recommitment to Overcome Poverty and to Respect the Dignity of All  God's 

Children, December 2002 

Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Violence, March 2002 

A Call to Solidarity with Africa, November 2001 

A Pastoral Message: Living with  Faith and Hope After September 11, November 2001 

Resolution on the Israeli-Palestinian Crisis, June 2001 

Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good, June 2001 

Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice, 

November 2000 

Everyday Christianity: To Hunger and Thirst for Justice, November 1999 
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In All Things Charity: A  Pastoral Challenge for the New Millennium, November 1999 

Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions, June 1999 

A Good Friday Appeal to End the Death Penalty, April 1999 

A Commitment to All  Generations: Social Security and the Common Good, May 1999 

A Jubilee Call  for Debt Forgiveness, April 1999 

Living the Gospel of Life, November 1998 

Called to Global Solidarity, November 1997 

A Catholic Framework for Economic Life, November 1996 

A Decade After Economic Justice for All, November 1995 

Sowing Weapons of War, June 1995 

Confronting a Culture of Violence, November 1994 

Communities of Salt and Light, November 1993 

The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, November 1993 

When I call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence Against Women, September 1992 

A Matter of the Heart, November 1992 

Renewing the Earth, 1991 

Economic Justice for All, November 1986 

The  Challenge of Peace, 1983 

Statement on Capital Punishment, November 1980 

Brothers and Sisters to  Us, 1979 

Declaration on Conscientious Objection and Selective Conscientious Objection, October 1971 
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“The conscience is called by this social teaching 
to recognize and fulfill the obligations of  
justice and charity in society.”  

–Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, no. 83  

“Social justice. . . concerns 
the social, political, and 
economic aspects and, 
above all, the structural 
dimension of problems and 
their respective solutions.”  

  

 “To [those who lack what they  
need to live a dignified life] are 
proclaimed glad tidings that God  
loves them…and comes to visit them 
through the charitable works that the 
disciples of Christ do in his name… As 
we can read in Matthew 25, we shall 
all be judged on this.” 

–Compendium, no. 201  

-Pope Francis, Address to Pastoral Convention, 
6/17/13 



Standard 2:  An excellent Catholic school adhering to mission provides a rigorous 

academic program for religious studies and catechesis in the Catholic faith, set 

within a total academic curriculum that integrates faith, culture, and life. 

 

Benchmark 2.7  The theory and practice of the Church’s social teachings are essential elements of the 
curriculum.  

Possible Evidence:  

 Service learning projects aligned to Church’s social teaching 
 Assessments tied to Church’s social teaching 
 School-wide plan for instruction in the Church’s social teaching 
 USCCB document: Seven Pillars for Catholic Social Justice teaching 
 Lesson plan activities aligned to Catholic social teaching 

 

Standard 3: An excellent Catholic school adhering to mission provides opportunities 

outside the classroom for student faith formation, participation in liturgical and 

communal prayer, and action in service of social justice. 

 

Benchmark 3.3  Every student participates in Christian service programs to promote the lived reality of 
action in service of social justice.   

Possible Evidence: 
 Record of food, clothing, school supply and toy drives facilitated by the school 
 Age-appropriate letter writing campaigns to legislatures or other entities in support of social 

justice 
 Student reflections connecting service to Gospel values and Catholic teaching 
 Photos, videos, media coverage, social media, and narrative depictions of students’ experiences 

of service 
 Witness given by those served 

Benchmark 3.4  Every student experiences role models of faith and service for social justice among the 
administrators, faculty and staff.  

Possible Evidence: 

 Lists of administrators, faculty and staff serving as extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, 

lectors, or other visible roles in their parishes, as well as at school liturgies 

 Lists of administrators, faculty and staff visibly participating in social justice activities such as 

human trafficking awareness actions, respect life activities, fair trade or local farmer support 

initiatives, migrant worker pay or safety initiatives 

 Perception surveys from students and parents 



St Joseph School 

Service Learning Curriculum Strand Objectives 

 

 Students will be able to articulate personal growth that has resulted from 
service-learning experiences 

 Students will encounter diverse people and embrace these encounters as part of 
their academic and spiritual growth.  Please note: “diverse people” shall include 
people of different ages, people of different mental and physical abilities, people 
from different parts of the world and people from different socioeconomic 
backgrounds. 

 Students will develop a sense of personal responsibility for contributing to a just 
world and will see this responsibility as a function of their Catholic faith and 
academic training. 

 Students will integrate experiential and academic knowledge. 
 

 



 
 

Profile of the Graduate at Graduation 
 
 

Preface to the 2010 Re-visioned Profile of the Graduate at Graduation: 
 
Over the course of 30 years the Profile of the Graduate at Graduation has had a significant impact and 
benefit in Jesuit schools. In light of changes over the last 30 years, JSEA embarked on a re-vision 
process. In re-visioning the Profile of the Graduate at Graduation, JSEA confronted three fundamental 
challenges: 1) to identify  additions to the Profile needed for the 21st century graduate of a Jesuit high 
school; 2) to incorporate these  additions into the five characteristics of the original profile: Open to 
Growth, Intellectually Competent, Religious, Loving and Committed to Doing Justice, already 
institutionalized in many Jesuit schools; and 3) to incorporate the concepts and language of three 
significant Jesuit education documents published since 1980: The Characteristics of Jesuit Education, 
“Ignatian Pedagogy: a Practical Approach” and “What Makes a Jesuit School Jesuit?” 
 
JSEA, in the process of working through the re-visioning, decided to keep the original five 
characteristics without adding an additional one. New descriptors relating to essential issues such as 
technology, wellness, sustainability, leadership, and Ignatian spirituality were incorporated into the 
original five characteristics. An additional characteristic, Work Experienced, originated by Cristo Rey 
schools has been added to the Profile for use by these schools.  Where appropriate, JSEA incorporated 
concepts and language from the three Jesuit educational documents noted above.  
 
The characteristics of the Profile may tend to describe the graduate from various perspectives.  Jesuit 
education, however, is, has been, and always will be focused on whole person education: mind, spirit, 
and body. Jesuit education accomplishes this through cura personalis (personalized care and concern 
for the individual) and through a holistic curriculum. Jesuit education aims to form life-long learners 
imbued with an Ignatian approach to living shaped by the knowledge, understanding, and use of the 
interplay of experience, reflection, and action (the dynamic at the heart of the Spiritual Exercises).  
Jesuit education also aims to graduate students who possess the desire and the personal resources to 
be men and women for and with others. Thus, the Profile always needs to be viewed within the context 
of the mission of Jesuit education and not merely as a list of achievable outcomes for the Jesuit high 
school graduate.  
 
Finally, the JSEA re-visioned Profile of the Graduate at Graduation remains a broad template that each 
school needs to adapt and tailor by its own careful reflection on its own context and experience.  
 

 



Introduction to the Profile of the Graduate at Graduation (1980): 

In one sense, the graduate is a threshold person: he or she is on or rapidly approaching the threshold of 
young adulthood. The world of childhood has been left behind definitively.  The movement from 
childhood toward adulthood has involved anxiety, awkward embarrassment, and fearful first steps into 
sexual identity, independence, first love, first job, and sometimes first lengthy stay away from home. It 
has also involved physical, emotional and mental development, which brought out strengths, abilities, 
and characteristics which adults and peers began to appreciate. The adolescent during those four or 
five years prior to graduation began to realize that he or she could do some things well, sometimes very 
well, like playing basketball, acting, writing, doing math, fixing or driving cars, making music or making 
money. There have also been failures and disappointments. Even these, however, have helped the 
student to move toward maturity. 
 
Fluctuating between highs and lows of fear and confidence, love and loneliness, confusion and success, 
the Jesuit student at graduation has negotiated during these years many of the shoals of adolescence. 
On the other hand, the graduate has not reached the maturity of the college senior.  During the last year 
of high school, especially, the senior is beginning to awaken to complexity, to discover many puzzling 
things about the adult world. He or she does not understand why adults break their promises, or how 
the economy “works,” or why there are wars, or what power is and how it ought to be used. Yet he or 
she is old enough to begin framing the questions.  And so, as some of the inner turmoil of the past few 
years begins to settle, the graduate looks out on the adult world with a sense of wonderment, with a 
growing desire to enter that world, yet not quite able to make sense out of it. More and more confident 
with peers, knowing the territory, so to speak, of the youth culture, the graduate can more easily pick 
up the clues of that culture and what is expected in a given situation, and the graduate is independent 
enough to choose a value-based response. As for the adult world, however, the graduate is still a 
“threshold person,” one who is entering cautiously; an immigrant, eager to find the way. 

 
In describing the graduate under five general categories, we chose those qualities that seem most 
desirable not only for this threshold period, but those which seem most desirable for adult life.  These 
five general categories sum up the many aspects or areas of life most in accord with a full adult living of 
the Christ life. Whether one conceives of the desirable qualities of a graduate of a Jesuit school under 
the rubric of a “Person for Others” or as a “Vatican II person,” as an Insignis, or simply as a fully mature 
Christian, the qualities summed up under the five categories below appear to be the kind of qualities — 
granted that they are not fully developed in late adolescence — which cumulatively point in the 
direction of the kind of person who can live an adult Christian life in the late twentieth century.  These 
categories are I. Open to Growth, II.  Intellectually Competent, III.  Religious, IV.  Loving, and V. 
Committed to Doing Justice.  Some specific elements under these categories in the Profile could have 
been placed under another of the five categories. Obviously, all of the characteristics described are in 
dynamic interaction.  The division into the five categories simply provides a helpful way to analyze and 
describe the graduate.  Some overlapping is evident because, in fact, many of these qualities are 
mutually related and intertwined. 
 
 



Open to Growth 
 
The Jesuit high school student at the time of graduation has matured as a person — emotionally, intellectually, 
physically, socially, religiously — to a level that reflects some intentional responsibility for one’s own growth.  The 
graduate is beginning to reach out in his or her development, seeking opportunities to stretch one’s mind, 
imagination, feelings, and religious consciousness. 
 
Although still very much in the process of developing, the graduate already: 
 
1.  is beginning to take responsibility for growth as a person; desires integrity and excellence in multiple facets of 
one’s life. 
 
2.  is learning how to accept self, both talents and limitations, with a sense of humility and gratitude. 
 
3.  recognizes the need for leisure and recreation and budgets time for those activities. 
 
4.  exercises regularly for physical fitness and health. 
 
5.  understands principles of good nutrition and practices healthy eating habits. 
 
6.  understands the dangers of and avoids the use of controlled substances. 
 
7.  is more conscious of his or her feelings and is freer and more authentic in expressing them and managing one’s 
impulsive drives. 
 
8. is open to a variety of aesthetic experiences, and continues to develop a wide range of imaginative sensibilities. 
 
9.  is becoming more flexible and open to other points of view; recognizes how much one learns from a careful 
listening to peers and significant others; and recognizes one’s biases, limitations, and thinking patterns. 
 
10.  is developing a habit of reflection on experience which informs future actions. 
 
11.  is beginning to seek new experiences, even those that involve some risk or the possibility of failure. 
 
12.  is learning to view criticism and setbacks as interesting, challenging, and growth producing. 
 
13.  begins to practice leadership skills, including vision, relating well and collaborating with others, and acting 
with integrity.   
 
14. sees leadership as an opportunity for service to others and the community. 
 
15.  is developing a healthy and appropriate sense of humor. 
 
16.  is exploring career and life-style choices within a framework of faith and values. 
 
17.  is becoming more aware of choices and consequences relating to adult issues. 
 
18.  understands the implications and hazards of technology-based activities, including issues of privacy, social 
isolation, access to pornography, and addictive use of technology itself. 
 
19.  views emerging technology as potentially supportive to personal and professional growth. 
 



Intellectually Competent 
 
By graduation the Jesuit high school student will exhibit a mastery of those academic requirements for advanced 
forms of education. While these requirements are broken down into departmental subject matter areas, the 
student will have developed many intellectual skills and understandings that cut across and go beyond academic 
requirements for college entrance. The student is also developing habits of intellectual inquiry, as well as a 
disposition towards life-long learning. The student is beginning to see the need for intellectual integrity in his or 
her personal quest for religious truth and in his or her response to issues of social justice. (Note: Although this 
section deals with intellectual competence, elements from other parts of this Profile clearly presume levels of 
intellectual understanding consistent with those highlighted in this section.) 
 
By graduation the student already: 
 
1.  has mastered those academic skills required for college (or for some other form of advanced education). 
 
2.  is developing mastery of logic and critical thinking. 
 
3.  is developing precision and creativity in oral and written expression within and across disciplines. 
 
4.  is developing a curiosity to explore ideas and issues. 
 
5.  is developing the ability to apply knowledge and skills to new situations. 
 
6.  is developing problem solving skills. 
 
7.  is able to learn in a variety of settings and through a variety of pedagogical approaches. 
 
8.  is developing the ability to learn as an active  member of a team. 
 
9.  uses technology resources to support collaborative work for learning, problem solving, and communication. 
 
10.  uses effectively a variety of media resources to acquire, create and process information. 
 
11.   assesses media and content critically, attending, for example, to issues such as credibility of sources, values 
expressed or promoted, and civility and respect for persons. 
 
12.  is developing an organized approach to learning tasks. 
 
13.  can present a convincing argument in written and oral form that evidences sound analytical reasoning and 
convincing rhetoric. 
 
14.  is taking pride and ownership in his or her school accomplishments and is beginning to enjoy intellectual and 
aesthetic pursuits. 
 
15.  has begun to develop a knowledge of central ideas and  methodologies of a variety of academic disciplines. 
 
16.  has begun to relate current issues and perspectives to some of their historical antecedents. 
 
17.  is growing in knowledge and understanding of his or her cultural heritage and of cultural complexities in 
one’s local community and in a global society. 
 
18.  is beginning to understand the public policy implications of science and technology. 
 
19.  is beginning to understand the interdependence of global economic policies. 
 



Religious 
 
By graduation the Jesuit high school student will have a basic knowledge of the major doctrines and practices of 
the Catholic Church. Having been introduced to Ignatian spirituality, the graduate will also have examined his or 
her own religious feelings and beliefs with a view to choosing a fundamental orientation toward God and 
establishing a relationship with a religious tradition and/or community. What is said here, respectful of the 
conscience and religious background of the individual, also applies to the non-Catholic graduate of a Jesuit high 
school.  The level of theological understanding of the Jesuit high school graduate will naturally be limited by the 
student’s level of religious and human development. 
 
By graduation the student already: 
 
1.  has read the Gospels and encountered the person of Jesus Christ as He is presented in the New Testament. 
 
2.  has a basic understanding of the Church’s teaching about Jesus Christ and His redeeming mission, as well as the 
embodiment of that mission in and through the Church. 
 
3.  has an understanding of the variety of the world’s religious traditions. 
 
4.  is beginning to take more responsibility for exploring and affirming one’s own faith. 
 
5.  is increasingly willing to let religious faith influence one’s basic values, lifestyle, and vocational interests. 
 
6.  understands that being fully alive/human necessitates an active relationship with God. 
 
7.  is aware/appreciates that human life is fundamentally spiritual. 
 
 
8.  has experienced the presence of God (finding God in all things): 

• in private prayer 
• on a retreat 
• in liturgical prayer 
• in some other moments of grace  

 
9.  is learning how to express self in various methods of prayer, especially those from the Spiritual Exercises. 
 
10.  is forming a Christian conscience, evaluates moral choices, and reasons through moral issues with increasing 
clarity. 
 
11.  appreciates the centrality of the Eucharist to a vibrant Christian community. 
 
12.  is learning through his or her own sinfulness of the need for healing by and reconciliation with friends, family, 
Church, and the Lord. 
 
13.  recognizes that any sin affects the entire human community. 
 
14.  understands the relationship between faith in Jesus and being a “man or woman for and with others.” 
 
15.  knows Church teachings on moral issues and social justice. 



Loving 
 
By graduation, the Jesuit high school student is continuing to form his or her own identity. He or she is moving 
beyond self-interest or self-centeredness in close relationships. The graduate is beginning to be able to risk some 
deeper levels of relationship in which one can disclose self and accept the mystery of another person and cherish 
that person. Nonetheless, the graduate’s attempt at loving, while clearly beyond childhood, may not yet reflect the 
confidence and freedom of an adult. 
 
By graduation the student already: 
 
1.  is learning to trust friends, family, and adults in the school and wider community. 
 
2.  has personally experienced God’s love. 
 
3.  is growing in self-acceptance and in recognizing that he or she is loved by God and others. 
 
4.  assumes responsibility for maintaining good personal health. 
 
5.  is attentive to sources of stress and applies healthy strategies to maintain balance in one’s life. 
 
6.  is alert to the signs of emotional and mental distress in others and follows appropriate referral measures. 
 
7.  has begun to identify and work against personal prejudices and stereotypes; is open to and able to 
communicate with others, especially persons of another race, gender, religion, nationality, socio-economic 
background, or sexual orientation. 
 
8.  has personally experienced support from members of the school community. 
 
9.  has made specific contributions to build school community. 
10.  is becoming increasingly comfortable and mature in relating with persons of a different gender. 
 
11.  is beginning to integrate sexuality into his or her personality. 
 
12.  has begun to appreciate deeper personal friendships, while also learning that not all relationships are 
profound and long lasting. 
 
13.  is beginning to appreciate the satisfaction of giving of oneself through service for and with others. 
14.  is increasingly empathetic. 
 
15.  takes into account and values the feelings of others when making decisions. 
 
16.  is  sensitive to the beauty and fragility of the created universe and exercises stewardship. 
 
17.  cares deeply about preserving human life. 



Committed to Doing Justice 
 
The Jesuit high school student at graduation has acquired considerable knowledge of the many needs of local, 
national, and global communities and is preparing for the day when he or she will take a place in these 
communities as a competent, concerned and responsible member. The graduate has been inspired to develop the 
awareness and skills necessary to live in a global society as a person for and with others.  Although this 
commitment to doing justice will come to fruition in mature adulthood, some predispositions will have begun to 
manifest themselves earlier. 
 
By graduation the student already: 
 
1.  is growing in awareness of selfish attitudes and tendencies which lead one to treat others unjustly; consciously 
seeking to be more understanding, accepting, and generous with others. 
 
2.  is beginning to see that Christian faith implies a commitment to a just society. 
 
3.  is growing in awareness of the global nature of many social problems such as human rights, population 
displacement, resource distribution, war/terrorism, etc., and their impact on human communities. 
 
4.  practices a sustainable lifestyle based on awareness of social, economic and environmental consequences. 
 
5.  is working to be environmentally responsible by limiting the use of non-renewable resources and maximizing 
sustainable resources. 
 
6.  is beginning to engage in the public dialogue on environmental issues, practices, and solutions. 
 
7.  is beginning to understand the structural roots of injustice in social institutions, attitudes and customs. 
 
8.  is gaining, through experiences of and reflection on Christian service, an understanding of and solidarity with 
marginalized members of society.  
 
9.  is developing, from reflection on experiences with the marginalized, a sense of compassion and a growing 
understanding of those social changes which will assist all in attaining their basic human rights. 
 
10.  is becoming aware, through study and reflection, of alternatives in public policy that regulate services 
provided to segments of the community. 
 
11.  has begun to reflect on social justice implications of future careers. 
 
12.  is beginning to understand the justice implications inherent in Christ’s commandment to love one another. 
 
13.  is beginning to recognize the importance of public opinion and voter influence on public policy in local, 
regional, national and international arenas. 
 
14.  is beginning to understand the complexity of many social issues and the need for critical reading of diverse 
sources of information about them. 
 
15.  is beginning to confront some of the moral ambiguities embedded in values promoted by Western culture. 
 
16.  is beginning to make decisions, based on Gospel values, which sometimes conflict with the values of a 
materialistic society. 



Work Experienced 
 
The Cristo Rey Jesuit graduate has grown because of his or her work experience. Through reflection the 
graduate has begun to explore his or her own potential for growth, learning, and accomplishment in 
particular areas.  Work presents an opportunity to discover and demonstrate personal talent, confidence, and 
capability.  The graduate has begun to appreciate connections between learning in the workplace and 
learning at school. He or she values work because of its personal rewards and social benefit.  
 
By graduation the Cristo Rey student: 

1.  is becoming a dependable, responsible worker of integrity with high ethical standards. 

2.  participates in the professional culture and norms of the workplace, including business and social 
etiquette and self-presentation. 

3.  is growing as a personable and effective team player, a confident self-starter, respectful and 
respectable. 

4.  is developing work place skills such as problem solving, adaptability, and accountability. 

5.  is coming to recognize through the work experience the value of current and future education. 
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Meaningful Service
Service-learning actively engages participants in meaningful and personally-relevant 
service activities.

Indicators:

1.   Service-learning experiences are appropriate to participant ages and      
      developmental abilities.
2.   Service-learning addresses issues that are personally relevant to the 
      participants.
3.   Service-learning provides participants with interesting and engaging
      service activities.
4.   Service-learning encourages participants to understand their service 
      experiences in the context of the underlying societal issues being 
      addressed.
5.   Service-learning leads to attainable and visible outcomes that are 

valued by those being served.

Link to Curriculum   
Service-learning is intentionally used as an instructional strategy to meet learning 
goals and/or content standards.

Indicators:

1. Service-learning has clearly articulated learning goals.
2. Service-learning is aligned with the academic and/or programmatic 

curriculum.
3. Service-learning helps participants learn how to transfer knowledge 

and skills from one setting to another.
4. Service-learning that takes place in schools is formally recognized in 

school board policies and student records.

Service-learning is an approach to teaching and learning

in which students use academic knowledge

and skills to address genuine community needs.  

The K-12 Service-Learning 

Standards for Quality Practice 

were developed by the National 

Youth Leadership Council 

with funding from State Farm 

Companies Foundation. Working 

from a base of 20 years of 

professional wisdom and 

practice, NYLC worked with 

other leaders in service-learning 

and engaged RMC Research 

Corporation to ensure that the 

standards included the strongest 

evidence-based elements of 

effective practice. Then young 

people, teachers, school and 

district administrators, community 

members, staff from community-

based organizations, policy-

makers, and others interested in 

service-learning participated in 

panels across the United States 

to strengthen the language of the 

standards their indicators. 

For more information, visit 

www.nylc.org/standards.

K-12 Service-Learning Standards 
for Quality Practice



Reflection 
Service-learning incorporates multiple challenging reflection activities that are ongoing and that prompt 
deep thinking and analysis about oneself and one’s relationship to society.

Indicators:

1. Service-learning reflection includes a variety of verbal, written, artistic, and 
nonverbal activities to demonstrate understanding and changes in participants’ 
knowledge, skills, and/or attitudes.

2. Service-learning reflection occurs before, during, and after the service experience.
3. Service-learning reflection prompts participants to think deeply about complex 

community problems and alternative solutions.
4. Service-learning reflection encourages participants to examine their 

preconceptions and assumptions in order to explore and understand their roles 
and responsibilities as citizens.

5. Service-learning reflection encourages participants to examine a variety of social 
and civic issues related to their service-learning experience so that participants 
understand connections to public policy and civic life.

Diversity
Service-learning promotes understanding of diversity and mutual respect  among all participants.

Indicators:

1.   Service-learning helps participants identify and analyze different points of view to  
      gain understanding of multiple perspectives.
2.   Service-learning helps participants develop interpersonal skills in conflict 
      resolution and group decision-making.
3.   Service-learning helps participants actively seek to understand and value the 
      diverse backgrounds and perspectives of those offering and receiving service.
4.    Service-learning encourages participants to recognize and overcome stereotypes.

K-12 Service-Learning Standards for 
Quality Practice
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Youth Voice
Service-learning provides youth with a strong voice in planning, implementing, and evaluating service-
learning experiences with guidance from adults.

Indicators:

1.   Service-learning engages youth in generating ideas during the planning,     
      implementation, and evaluation processes.  
2.   Service-learning involves youth in the decision-making process throughout the 
      service-learning experiences.
3.   Service-learning involves youth and adults in creating an environment that 
      supports trust and open expression of ideas.
4.   Service-learning promotes acquisition of knowledge and skills to enhance youth 
      leadership and decision-making.
5.   Service-learning involves youth in evaluating the quality and effectiveness of the 
      service-learning experience.

Partnerships
Service-learning partnerships are collaborative, mutually beneficial, and address community needs.

Indicators:

1.   Service-learning involves a variety of partners, including youth, educators, families, 
      community members, community-based organizations, and/or businesses.
2.   Service-learning partnerships are characterized by frequent and regular 
      communication to keep all partners well-informed about activities and progress.
3.   Service-learning partners collaborate to establish a shared vision and set common
      goals to address community needs.
4.   Service-learning partners collaboratively develop and implement action plans to 
      meet specified goals.
5.   Service-learning partners share knowledge and understanding of school and
      community assets and needs, and view each other as valued resources.

K-12 Service-Learning Standards for 
Quality Practice
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Progress Monitoring
Service-learning engages participants in an ongoing process to assess the quality of implementation 
and progress toward meeting specified goals, and uses results for improvement and sustainability.

Indicators:

1. Service-learning participants collect evidence of progress toward meeting specific 
service goals and learning outcomes from multiple sources throughout the service-
learning experience.

2. Service-learning participants collect evidence of the quality of service-learning 
implementation from multiple sources throughout the service-learning 
experience.

3. Service-learning participants use evidence to improve service-learning experiences.
4. Service-learning participants communicate evidence of progress toward goals and 

outcomes with the broader community, including policy-makers and education 
leaders, to deepen service-learning understanding and ensure that high quality 
practices are sustained.

Duration and Intensity
Service-learning has sufficient duration and intensity to address community needs and meet specified 
outcomes.

Indicators:

1. Service-learning experiences include the processes of investigating community 
needs, preparing for service, action, reflection, demonstration of learning and 
impacts, and celebration.

2. Service-learning is conducted during concentrated blocks of time across a period 
of several weeks or months.

3. Service-learning experiences provide enough time to address identified 
community needs and achieve learning outcomes.

K-12 Service-Learning Standards for 
Quality Practice
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Service Learning Presentation 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Jesus,  

You were a compassionate person 

Who reached out to people in need. 

Open our hearts and our lives  

To the needs of other people. 

Show us opportunities that we may  

reach out a helping hand to others.   

Give us willing hearts so that  

We can help where we are needed. 

In this way, we follow in your footsteps 

And live as caring people. 

Amen. 

 

 

Closing Prayer: 

 

God of all,  

We thank You for the many gifts You have given us. 

We give You praise for all that You are 

And all that You have done for us. 

May we be a blessing this day  

In the lives of people we meet. 

Help those who are struggling, 

And who face challenges in their lives. 

May they know that You are with them 

In all times and places. 

Help us to be Your hands and feet. 

May those we meet see Your face in us. 

Help us to walk always in the footsteps  

Of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Enriching Faith:  Prayers and Activities on Service, Patricia Matheson, Twenty-

Third Publications, 2013. 



 

Dear Parents, 

For a special service project in third grade the students will 
be making dried soup mixes.   They will be measuring and 
making 60 batches.  This will reinforce our fraction and 
measuring units!  The soup will be given to guests at a 
soup kitchen in Pontiac.  Janice LaMothe and other parish 
members work at this soup kitchen once a month and said 
that their patrons would be so happy to receive an extra 
meal that they can prepare themselves by just adding 
water. 

In order to put these together we are asking for a $6.00 
donation from each student.  Cash would be best.  If you 
would like to give more that is fine we will use it all. Please 
send in by Friday 3-6-15. 

Thanks so much for supporting this special service 
projects. 

Mrs. Klozik & Mrs. Wirth 

 

 









Suggested Resources 

Enriching Prayers and Activities on Service  by Patricia Mathson, Twenty-Third 

 Publications, 2013   

 

The Complete Guide to Service Learning  by Cathryn Berger Kaye, M,A.  Free Spirit 

 Publishing, 2010 

 

Doing Good Together  by Jenny Friedman, Ph.D. and Jolene Roehlkepartain,  Free 

Spirit Publishing, 2010 

 

The Kid’s Guide to Service Projects by Barbara A. Lewis, Free Spirit Publishing, 2009 

 

Sites: 

usccb.org 

 

thejaredbox.com  

(started by a Catholic elementary school in Pennsylvania 

 

learningtogive.org  

 

thewaterproject.org 

 

kidworldcitizen.org 

 

whatwillyoubringtothetable.org 

 

 



Contacts 

 

• Kris Fuhr, middle school social studies teacher 

 Kfuhr@stjosephlakeorion.org 

• Mary Anne Wirth, 3rd grade teacher 

Mwirth@stjosephlakeorion.org 

• Ashley Wilkinson, PK-8 art teacher 

 Awilkinson@stjosephlakeorion.org  

 

 Gabriela Bala 

gbala@st_mary.org 

 

 Meghan Evoy 

MEvoy@stjosephlakeorion.org 
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