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Some thoughts from Fr. Mike… 
 

Dear Friends,  
     
    What better instructor could we have for prayer than 

Jesus, who is the master of the art of prayer?  One of 

the reasons that people were attracted to Jesus and 

sought his company was because he was a person who 

spent time in prayer.  The success of Jesus’ daily 

activities flowed from his prayer life.  One of the signs 

of a thirst for God is a desire to pray better.  However, 

many people give up on praying because they do not 

know how to pray, what to say and are not certain that 

God hears them.  “I do not pray anymore because God 

does not seem to be listening” is a more common 

experience than some may imagine.  Many people give 

up on prayer before they ever really get started.  Like 

the disciples, we need encouragement and must be 

ready to say to Christ, “Lord, teach me to pray.”   

     The traditional and familiar words of the Our Father 

make it a community prayer for all times and every 

occasion.  However, for our personal prayer life, it is 

good to remember that Jesus did not simply offer 

something for us to memorize and repeat as the 

beginning and end of prayer.  When Jesus spoke those 

words, Jesus spoke spontaneously from his heart to the 

Father.  It is too often the case that people can take 

those words he spoke as some sort of spell that will 

allow us to satisfy the entirety of our prayer life.  No, 

the words given to us by Jesus are a catalyst for deeper 

prayer.  When we use the Our Father as part of our 

personal prayer life, we benefit by taking time to think 

about the words.  We should think about what the 

words are saying to us and what they are calling us to 

do.  There are some people who are so practiced in 

their spiritual life that they never complete the entire 

prayer.  Instead, a word or phrase will lead them into 

deeper communication with God.  This takes time and 

practice so we should never be ready to give up too 

quickly.  Prayer is just talking to God.  Our 

conversation with God should be an intimate and 

loving conversation that we carry on as family 

members with our heavenly Father.  Prayer deepens 

when we are real, sincere and open – ready to drop our 

inhibitions and come as we are to speak with God with 

complete honesty and in a human way.  A true blessing 

of prayer is that as we come to know God better, we 

come to know ourselves better as well.          
 
 

Peace and prayers,   

 Fr. Mike 

Mass Schedule + Readings 
Saturday       July- 27    Weekday 
             (Ex 24: 3-8   Mt 13:24-30) 

5:00pm           Anna Morin   r/b  Her Family 

Sunday        July- 28     17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                              (Gn 18:20-32   Col 2:12-14   Lk 11:1-13) 

  9:00am           Peggy Sykes    r/b  Jean & John 

11:00am            James Viviano    r/b  Debbie Schoeller 
 

Monday         July- 29     St Martha 
             (Ex 32: 15-24, 30-34   Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42)            
9:00am               Wallace Schaab    r/b    The Hill Family 

Tuesday        July- 30    St Peter Chrysologus 
             (Ex 33: 7-11; 34-5b-0; 28   Mt 13:36-43)       

9:00am                      Special Intentions of  

                Nancy-Ashton-Isabella   r/b  Patty Newman 

Wednesday    July- 31     St Ignatius of Loyola 
             (Ex 34:29-35   Mt 13:44-46) 

9:00am               Mario Cologero    r/b   Linda Abrahamsen 

Thursday      August-  1     St Alphonsus Liguori 

                               (Ex 40:16-21, 34-38   Mt 13:47-53)   NO MASS 
Friday             August- 2      

St Eusebius of Vercelli - St Peter Julian Eymard     
             (Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37   Mt 13:54-58) 

9:00am               Kenneth Duane Skelton  r/b   The Hill Family 
 

Saturday       August- 3   Weekday     
                               (Lv 25:1, 8-17   Mt 14:1-12) 

5:00pm               Shea Crothers   r/b   The Armentrout Family 

Sunday        August- 4      18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                               (Eccl 12; 2:21-23   Col 3:1-5, 9-11   Lk 12:13-21)    

 9:00am            Alfred Fortunato    r/b   The Tkachuk Family 

11::00am           Mario Pisani     r/b   Daughter, Rosanne 

 
 

    Sanctuary Candle… this week 
         Anna Morin       r/b   Her Family 

                             
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved 
one, Please call the office @ 732-792-2270. The donation is $10.00 
 

 
Prayer Chain Contacts: 
Patty Hileman   732-446-7651     Mary Costagliola   732-446-4255 

 
Please Keep in your prayers: 
The sick and the lonely, the safe return of our service men and 
women, for vocations to the priesthood and religious life and for the 
hungry and the homeless. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER… 
Prayer is the key to all the treasures of this life and the 

hereafter.     
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE REPORT 
 

July 21st  - $5,576.50 
 

Thank you for your generosity and  
                may God bless you for your support! 

 

   
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED 
We are in need of 2 Catechists (teachers) for 
our Parish Religious Education Program in 
September.  If you are willing to share our faith 
with children of the parish, we need you!  No 
teaching experience is required, just an honest 
desire to help children grow in faith. All 
materials are provided and help is always 
available.  The openings are for grades 3 & 5 on 
Mondays at 4:30PM.   If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer, contact Jean at the 
Parish Office or Fr. Mike. 

***** 
 
 

19th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
The Golf Outing, organized by the Men’s Guild, 
will take place on Thursday, September 19 at 
the Forsgate Country Club in Monroe.  
Registration forms are now available.  This year 
we will be using the Banks Course.  Sponsors 
are welcome and there are a variety of 
sponsorship opportunities.  Sponsors receive 
publicity at the Golf outing.  Registered 
Parishioners are offered a discounted 
registration fee of $220.00.  For more 
information, pick up a golf brochure or visit the 
parish website or contact Dave (732) 781-6623 
dcerulosr@gmail.com or Vince 732-303-0822 
iuzzolino5@optonline.net.   
Family sponsorship forms are available at 
Church or may be printed from the Parish 
website- https://stjosephmillstone.org/  
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
REGISTRATION FOR RETURNING STUDENTS 

If you have not already registered your child for 
Religious Education Classes, please do so as 
soon as possible.  Some classes on particular 
days are already filled, so please remember that 
your first choice may not be possible at this 
time.  Once a particular class is filled, no more 
students will be placed in that class.  There are 
no exceptions to this policy.  If the limit of 
students have been reached for a particular 
class, students will be placed in a class/session 
that has space.  Classes are offered on 
Mondays and Tuesdays at 4:30pm and 6:30pm.  
Please return the Registration form as soon as 
possible.   Registrations are taken on a first-
come, first-served basis.    If you need a new 
registration form, they are available on the 
parish website or may be obtained from the 
parish office.  Thanks! 

***** 
 

REGISTRATION FOR NEW STUDENTS – 
those entering 1st grade or transferring from 
another Religious Education Program – are 
available at the entrance of the Church.  You 
will need a copy of your child’s Baptism 
Certificate and for those transferring from 
another Parish – a record of grades completed 
from the former parish.  Remember, registration 
is done on a first come, first served basis.  
Return your forms as soon as possible to get 
your desired day and time for Religious 
Education Classes 

***** 
 

FOOD COLLECTION 

The next food collection will be on  
Aug 3/4. Non-perishable food items, 

paper goods and toiletries are appreciated.   
You can bring frozen food contributions to the 
Millstone Community Center on any Tuesday 
morning between 10:00AM and 11:30AM at the 
door to the lower level on Stage Coach Rd.  
You may also contact Greg at 732- 539-5042 to 
arrange pick up of frozen foods.   

***** 
 

One of the best ways that we can enhance our prayer life is to 

focus on the power of prayer not just the routine of prayer! 

mailto:dcerulosr@gmail.com
mailto:iuzzolino5@optonline.net
https://stjosephmillstone.org/
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BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSIONS 
Parents who will have a child baptized 
must attend a Baptism Preparation 
session.  Sponsors (Godparents) are 

invited to attend.  The next session will take 
place on Friday, August 2 at 7:00PM. 
If you will be attending, please contact the 
parish Office to register.  For questions about 
Baptismal Preparation contact the Parish Office.   

***** 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION – ODD SAINTS 
We remember saints for the witness they have 
provided us.  Some of the Saints are designated 
as Patron saints of places, causes and even 
activities.  Do you know the patron Saint of 
computers, difficult marriages or comedians?  
Do you know which saint is usually depicted 
with a dragon?  Come and find out about these 
and more as we offer “ODD SAINTS” during the 
summer months.  The third and final session will 
take place on Thursday, August 22 at 7:00PM 
and Friday August 23 at 10:00AM.  For more 
information, contact Carmen at the parish office 
– 732-792-2270 or 
carmenstjoseph@optonline.net.   

***** 
 

READER’S CLUB NEWS 
The next book for the Reader’s Club is Beneath 
a Scarlet Sky, a novel by Mark Sullivan. Based 
on the true story of a forgotten hero, Beneath a 
Scarlet Sky is the triumphant, epic tale of one 
young man’s incredible courage and resilience 
during one of history’s darkest hours.  The date 
for our next meeting is September 5 at 7:30PM.  
The theme for food is Italian.  If you plan to 
attend, please RSVP to Fran 
ambiofran@gmail.com. 

**** 

 

CANTORS NEEDED 
 We need some new Cantors (leaders of Song at 
Mass).  If you are able to volunteer to help lead 
our praise of God in song at Mass, please 
contact Kristine Kris0373@aol.com.   You do not 
have to be a professional to help with this 
important ministry.  If you have been given the 
gift of a good singing voice, please consider 
using your gift to offer praise to God.  THANKS! 

***** 
 

 
 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 
August 15 is the Feast of the Assumption of 
Mary and is a Holy Day.  Mass will be 
celebrated at 9:00AM and 7:00PM.  Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers and Altar Servers please 
sign up to serve at Mass that day.  The special 
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside of 
the library.  Thanks!   Remember, the Parish 
Office will be closed on August 15 in 
observance of the Holy Day.   

***** 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is a process where those who 

feel called to become members of the 
Catholic Church can discern God’s call.  The 
RCIA process is also for anyone who has not 
completed the Sacraments of initiation 
(Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation).  If you 
would like more information about the RCIA 
please contact Fr. Mike at the Parish Office 
732-792-2270 or email 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net.   

***** 
 

BISHOP’S ANNIVERSARY BLESSING 
All couples celebrating their 1st, 25th, 50th or 
50th+ wedding anniversary during 2019 are 
invited to gather for Mass, the renewal of 
wedding vows and the Bishop’s Blessing on 
Sunday, October 6 at 3:00PM at the  
Co-Cathedral of St Robert Bellarmine in 
Freehold.  You must register to attend.  For a 
registration form, stop by the Parish Office.  
The registration form is also available on the 
parish website. The deadline to register is 
September 10.   

***** 
 

SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH 
Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph  
Church as the charity you wish to support.  
Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating 
a portion to the parish.  You do have to designate 
St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your 
charity.  You also have to use the Amazon Smile 
site instead of the normal Amazon site.   
Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657  
(a direct link) or go to our website and click the 
link.  Thanks for your support!   

***** 
 
 

mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:ambiofran@gmail.com
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657
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STAY CONNECTED – FIND THE LATEST NEWS  

Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events 
through social media.  Find out what is going on 
at our website at www.stjosephmillstone.org.  
Connect with the parish on Facebook.  Give our 
page a like to keep informed about events.  You 
can find the parish page on Facebook at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church Millstone Twp. NJ or 
@stjosephchurchmillstone.   

   Stay informed – stay connected! 
***** 

 

 

A convenient way to donate is through online  
Parish Giving.  This is offered free of charge to 
you so that you may make donations by credit 
card or transfer from your checking 
account. Check it out at 
WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on 
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link 
for Electronic Giving. You can then set up an 
account or choose a onetime donation without 
an account.  If  you have any questions about 
this, please feel free contact the Parish Office. 

***** 
 

CATHOLIC ANNUAL APPEAL 
The 2019 Catholic Annual Appeal for the  
Diocese of Trenton has begun.  The Catholic 
Annual Appeal is used by the Diocese to 
support the various work and ministries of the 
Diocese of Trenton.  Our Parish Goal for the 
Annual Catholic Appeal is $39,500.00.  If you 
would like to make a pledge/donation to the 
Diocese for the Annual Appeal, there are pledge 
cards on the table at the entrance of the 
Church.  You can complete it and mail it to the 
Diocese or send it the parish Office.  If you are 
including a check, please make checks payable 
to The Diocese of Trenton Annual Appeal.  You 
may also make an online donation by logging 
onto www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal.   
Please be sure to list your parish as St. Joseph 
in Millstone Twp.   Thank you for your 
consideration and support.      
 

If you think God is not 
listening, think again!  

READY TO HEAD OFF TO COLLEGE?   
For those who will be going away to College, 
you are encouraged to look for Campus 
Ministry.  Campus Ministry is available on the 
majority of College campuses.  They offer 
social, spiritual and service opportunities.  
Sometimes the Campus Ministry is called 
Newman Centers.  The Newman Connection 
helps by sending your information to the 
Campus Ministry of the College/University that 
youwill be attending.  They will welcome you.  If 
you would like to be on the contact list for the 
College you will be attending, take one of the 
forms from the envelope marked “Newman 
Connection” that can be found on the large 
bulletin board in the entryway of the Church.  
Complete the form and return it to the Parish 
Office or put it in the collection basket.  We will 
send your information to the Newman 
Connection who will then forward your 
information to the appropriate Institution of 
higher learning.  It will be a great way to meet 
other people and not feel alone as you start the 
next chapter of your life.   

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Calendar of Events 
 

July 31      9:30AM – Legion of Mary 

Aug 2        7:00PM – Baptism Preparation Session 

Aug 4        Parish Food Collection 

                  12:30PM - Baptisms 

Aug 5        Vacation Bible School 

Aug 6        Vacation Bible School 

Aug 7        Vacation Bible School 

Aug 8        Vacation Bible School 

Aug 9        Vacation Bible School 

Aug 14       10:00AM – Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Aug 15       Feast of the Assumption 

                   Parish Office is closed 

                   9:00AM – Mass 

                   7:00PM - Mass 

Aug 18       Parish Food Collection  

                   12:30PM - Baptisms 

Aug 22       7:00PM – Odd Saints 

Aug 23       10:00AM – Odd Saints 

Sept 5         7:30PM – Reader’s Club Meeting 
 
 

     Let us praise God in all we do. 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal
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PARISH INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 732-792-2270 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM – 2:30PM 

Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road  

                                                         Millstone Twp, NJ  08510 

WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG  
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Michael P. Lang – Pastor 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Rev. Daniel Murphy – Weekend Assistant 
sabatman_2000@yahoo.com 

  

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon 
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net 

Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary & 
 Coordinator of Religious Education 

Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net  

Carmen Santos, Pastoral Associate 
carmenstjoseph@optonline.net  

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader 
Kris0373@aol.com  

 

MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday Evening – 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri – 9:00AM 

 

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin 

 

Confessions: After the 5:00 PM Mass on  

               Saturday or by appointment.   

 
BAPTISM – The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 PM.  Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to 
the Baptism.  Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office.  Sponsors 
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish – Sponsors must be active practicing 
Catholics.  The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.   
 
Marriage – Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in 
advance of the wedding.  Refer any questions to the Pastor.   
 
Sick Calls – Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by 
a Priest.  If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive 
Communion please call the Parish Office 
 
Registration – We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.  
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch.  Registration is 
required for sponsor forms. 
 
Sponsor Certificates – This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.  
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member 
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within 
the Church.   

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:sabatman_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com

