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Some thoughts from Fr. Mike… 
 

Dear Friends,  
     
    The one message that in the Bible consistently 

presents is the consoling message of the forgiveness 

and mercy of God toward sinners.  Jesus preached the 

message of the Prodigal Son in answer to the bitter 

criticism of the Pharisees, who accused Jesus of 

lowering moral standards by associating with known 

sinners and spending too much time with those labeled 

as the dregs of society.  The Pharisees claimed that 

Jesus’ association with outcasts created scandal.  In the 

classic Gospel story of forgiveness, the emphasis is on 

the Father, in order to tell us something about God.  

The story reminds us that we are in a family 

relationship with God whose kindness is beyond 

words.  God welcomes wayward children home and 

treats them as if they never strayed.   

      The goal of the story is to allow us to feel the 

power of the mercy of God, who withholds no sign of 

affection for those who have walked a crooked path.  

However, while Jesus’ message touches, consoles and 

gives hope to sinners, it also encourages us to do the 

same for others.  Even after our most stupid mistakes, 

worst choices and tragic sins, God will be looking to 

take us back with open arms and restore us to the place 

that waits for us.   

       In our world today, many lost souls- people who 

are adrift morally and those who believe they are 

forsaken spiritually.   They are in need of healing.  

They cannot believe that God would possibly welcome 

them because of their mistakes, choices and actions.  

They have not experienced God as a loving Father.  

The more we imitate the older son, who did not 

appreciate the Father’s pain of loss or joy of reunion, 

the more we become obstacles to their return.  The 

older son needed a change of heart every bit as much 

as his younger brother did.   

      If we have taken God’s unfailing love, mercy and 

forgiveness in our own lives for granted, then we 

muffle the message of God.  It happened to the 

Pharisees who took offense at Jesus associating with 

known sinners did.  They muffled the message of God 

that told sinners God was looking to take them back.  If 

they were thankful over God’s mercy in their own 

lives, they would have proclaimed their gratitude to 

others.  If we are thankful, we will do the same.   
   
        
Peace and prayers,   

 Fr. Mike 

Mass Schedule + Readings 
Saturday       September- 14    

            The Exaltation of the Holy Cross   
                               (Nm 21:4b-9   Phil 2:6-11   Jn 3:13-17) 

5:00pm               Mary Jane Doran  
                          r/b   Sherry Barrett & the Spooners 
Sunday        September- 15 

                         24th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                               Ex 32:7-11, 13-14   1 Tm 1:12-17   Lk 15: 1-32 or 15:1-10)    

 9:00am            Benny Smith   r/b   The Family 

11::00am           Esther DeFilippis     r/b   The Bruno Family 

Monday         September- 16  St Cornelius-St Cyprian 
             (1 Tm 2:1-8 Lk 7:1-10 
9:00am                Grace Mongiardo   r/b    Gerard 

Tuesday        September- 17   St Robert Bllarmine 
             (1 Tm 3:1-13   Lk 7:11-17 

9:00am               Al DeRosa   r/b   wife, Frances 

Wednesday    September- 18         Weekday 
             (1 Tm 3:14-16   Lk 7:31-35) 

9:00am               Dennis Cianciulli     r/b   Sherry Barrett 

Thursday      September- 19     St Januarius 

                               (1 Tm 4:12-16   Lk 7:36-50)        NO MASS 
Friday             September- 20   

  St Andrew Kim Tae-gon-St Paul Chong Ha-sang   
             (1 Tm 6:2c-12/Lk 8:1-32) 

9:00am               Mammaehen Vallialil   r/b  Val & Babu Perumpail 

Saturday       September- 21    St Matthew 
             (Eph 4:1-7, 11-13   Mt 9:9-13) 
5:00pm           Al DeRosa    r/b  Semanchick & Sykes Families 

Sunday        September- 22 

                 25th   Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                              (Am 8:4-7   1 Tm 2:1-8   Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13) 

  9:00am           Peggy Sykes    r/b   The Ladies of St Joseph  

11:00am                       Special Intentions of the  

              Zaleski and Zimmerman Families 
                               r/b  The Schlegel Famikly 

 

    Sanctuary Candle… this week 
          Al DeRosa     r/b   His Family 

                             
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved 
one, Please call the office @ 732-792-2270. The donation is $10.00 

 
Prayer Chain Contacts: 
Patty Hileman   732-446-7651     Mary Costagliola   732-446-4255 

 
Please Keep in your prayers: 
The sick and the lonely, the safe return of our service men and 
women, for vocations to the priesthood and religious life and for the 
hungry and the homeless. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER… 
The more we realize how much mercy God has for us, the 

easier it is to share that mercy with others.   
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE REPORT 
 

September 8th -  $5,011.50 
Debt Reduction - $200.00 
 

Thank you for your generosity and  
                may God bless you for your support! 

 

   
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is a process where those who feel called to 
become members of the Catholic Church can 
discern God’s call.  The RCIA process is also 
for anyone who has not completed the 
Sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and 
Confirmation).  If you would like more 
information about the RCIA please come and 
join us each Sunday after the 9:00 AM Mass. 

The introductory session will take 
place on Sunday, SEPTEMBER 29 at 
10:00AM.  Come, join us and find out more.  

For more information contact Fr. Mike at the 
Parish Office 732-792-2270 or email 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net  

***** 
 

19th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
The Golf Outing, organized by the Men’s Guild, 
will take place on Thursday, September 19 at 
the Forsgate Country Club in Monroe.  
Registration forms are now available.  
Registered Parishioners are offered a 
discounted registration fee of $220.00.  For 
more information, pick up a golf brochure or visit 
the parish website or contact Dave (732) 781-
6623 dcerulosr@gmail.com or Vince 732-303-
0822 iuzzolino5@optonline.net.   

***** 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR GOLF OUTING 
We need some volunteers to help with the Golf 
Outing on Sept 19.  If you are willing to help, 
please sign up on the list at the entrance of the 
Church. Help with registrations, special prize 
holes, raffle tickets, etc. will be greatly 
appreciated.   

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
REGISTRATION FOR CLASSES 

Notices of class assignments have been mailed 
to every family who has registered a child for 
Religious Education classes.  If you did not 
receive a letter, unless you have registered very 
recently, your child is not registered for classes.  
Remember, a child must be registered in order 
to attend classes.  Just because a child was in 
the class in the previous year does not mean 
the child is registered for the current year.  
Registration must take place prior to the first 
day of class, September 23.  Children may not 
be in a class unless the registration form has 
been received.  Registration will not take place 
the week of September 23.  Please remember 
that some classes on particular days are filled, 
so your first choice of class time and/or day may 
not be possible.  If you have not registered your 
child, please do so as soon as possible.    

***** 
 

CATECHIST MEETING 
There is a meeting for all Catechists and Aides 
in our Parish Religious Education Program this 
Wednesday, September 18 at 7:00PM.  Class 
lists and important information will be handed 
out at the meeting.   

***** 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
The Building and Grounds 
Committee will be meeting on 
Monday – September 16 at 7:00 
PM.  Any parishioner is welcome to 

come to meeting to find out more about how this 
committee works to keep our buildings and 
grounds in top shape.  For more information 
about the Building and Grounds Committee 
contact Tom B. at tbaber@moneymailer.com.   

***** 
 

CANTORS NEEDED 
 We need some new Cantors (leaders of Song at 
Mass).  If you are able to volunteer to help lead 
our praise of God in song at Mass, please 
contact Kristine Kris0373@aol.com.   You do not 
have to be a professional to help with this 
important ministry.  If you have been given the 
gift of a good singing voice, please consider 
using your gift to offer praise to God and serve 
the parish Community.  THANKS! 

***** 

mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:dcerulosr@gmail.com
mailto:iuzzolino5@optonline.net
mailto:tbaber@moneymailer.com
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com
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WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT 

Looking for a peaceful retreat from life? 

Join other women from St. David the King and 
local parishes for a peaceful retreat Friday 
evening, October 4, through Sunday afternoon, 
October 6.  A retreat is a time to come away 
from the hectic world, slow down, reflect on your 
spiritual life and experience God’s deep peace. 
We’ll enjoy the tranquil surroundings of Loyola 
Jesuit Center, a tranquil retreat house in 
Morristown set on 30 acres of scenic woodland, 
lawns and beautiful gardens.  A freewill offering 
includes private room, all meals, beautiful 
liturgies and inspiring talks.  There are also 
outdoor stations of the cross, a Healing Mass, 
Reconciliation, and ample time for private 
reflection and personal prayer. Everything is 
optional.  Let the Holy Spirit guide you. 
Transportation is available.  For additional 
information, contact Carmen Santos 
at carmenstjoseph@optonline.net  (732) 792-
2270. 
Draw near to God and God will draw near to 
you. (James 4:8) 

**** 
 

FOOD COLLECTION 
The next food collection will be on  
Sept 14/15. Non-perishable food items, 

paper goods and toiletries are appreciated.   
You can bring frozen food contributions to the 
Millstone Community Center on any Tuesday 
morning between 10:00AM and 11:30AM at the 
door to the lower level on Stage Coach Rd.  
You may also contact Greg at 732- 539-5042  
to arrange pick up of frozen foods.   

***** 
 

CHOIRS 
Do you like to sing?  Do you consider your voice 
a gift from God?  Would you like to use your gift 
to give back to God?  Then consider joining the 
choir!  We have a children’s choir and teen/adult 
choir.  There is plenty of room for everyone to 
come and lift your voice to praise God and have 
some fun too!   Want more information?   Want 
to be on the email list for choir news and 
schedule?  Contact Kristine Kris0373@aol.com.      

***** 
 
 
 
 
 

HURRICANE RELIEF 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is receiving 
donations from anyone seeking to help the 
victims of Hurricane Dorian with immediate 
assistance.  Those who wish to donate to assist 
families and people affected by the devastating 
storm please go to www.crs.org and follow the 
directions there.  Let’s not forget to pray for the 
victims of hurricane. 

***** 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumes 
today.  On the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, 
children are sent to the Parish Hall to hear 
Scripture and a message on their own level.  
Children 5-12 are welcome to participate.   

***** 
 

COMING SOON 
An adult Faith Formation Program called Pivotal 
Players will be offered soon.  Watch the bulletin 
for details.   

***** 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSIONS 
Parents who will have a child baptized 
must attend a Baptism Preparation 
session.  Sponsors (Godparents) are 

invited to attend.  The next session will take 
place on Friday, October 4 at 7:00PM. 
If you will be attending, please contact the 
parish Office to register.  For questions about 
Baptismal Preparation contact the Parish Office.   

***** 
 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 

The Blessing of Animals will take place on 

Saturday, October 5 at 11:00AM.  Bring your 

pets as we ask for God’s blessing in 

remembrance of St. Francis who cherished all 

of creation.  Blessing of animals usually takes 

place on the Saturday closest to the Feast of St. 

Francis, which is observed on October 4.  Come 

and join us for this event.   
***** 

 

COMEDY NIGHT AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 26 for 
the return of Comedy Night.  We will again have 
John Pizzi entertain us.   Watch the bulletin for 
more information as we get closer to the date.   

****** 
 

mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com
http://www.crs.org/
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Thankfully, God’s mercy is bigger 
than any of your mistakes.   

 
STAY CONNECTED – FIND THE LATEST NEWS  

Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events 
through social media.  Find out what is going on 
at our website at www.stjosephmillstone.org.  
Connect with the parish on Facebook.  Give our 
page a like to keep informed about events.  You 
can find the parish page on Facebook at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church Millstone Twp. NJ or 
@stjosephchurchmillstone.   

   Stay informed – stay connected! 
***** 

 

 

A convenient way to donate is through online  
Parish Giving.  This is offered free of charge to 
you so that you may make donations by credit 
card or transfer from your checking 
account. Check it out at 
WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on 
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link 
for Electronic Giving. You can then set up an 
account or choose a onetime donation without 
an account.  If  you have any questions about 
this, please feel free contact the Parish Office. 

***** 
 

CATHOLIC ANNUAL APPEAL 
The Catholic Annual Appeal is used by the 
Diocese to support the various work and 
ministries of the Diocese of Trenton.  Our Parish 
Goal for the Annual Catholic Appeal is 
$39,500.00.  If you would like to make a 
pledge/donation to the Diocese for the Annual 
Appeal, there are pledge cards on the table at 
the entrance of the Church.  You can complete 
it and mail it to the Diocese or send it the parish 
Office.  If you are including a check, please 
make checks payable to The Diocese of 
Trenton Annual Appeal.  You may also make an 
online donation by logging onto 
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal.   
Please be sure to list your parish as St. Joseph 
in Millstone Twp.   Thank you for your 
consideration and support.      
 
 
 
 

SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH 
Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph  
Church as the charity you wish to support.  
Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating 
a portion to the parish.  You do have to designate 
St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your 
charity.  You also have to use the Amazon Smile 
site instead of the normal Amazon site.   
Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657  
(a direct link) or go to our website and click the 
link.  Thanks for your support!   

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s mercy is fresh and new 
every morning.     

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 

Sept 15     Parish Food Collection  

                 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

                 12:30PM – Baptisms 

Sept 16     7:00PM – Building & Grounds Committee 

Sept 18     9:30AM – Legion of Mary  

                 7:00PM – Catechist Meeting 

Sept 19     Parish Golf Outing –  

                                     Forsgate Country Club 

Sept 23     Religious Education Classes Begin 

Sept 29     10:00AM – RCIA  

Oct 1        7:30PM – Ladies of St. Joseph Meeting 

Oct 2        7:00PM – 8th Grade Parent &  

                                                    Student Meeting 

Oct 4         7:00PM – Baptism Preparation Session 

Oct 5         11:00AM – Blessing of animals 

Oct 6         Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

                  Parish Food Collection 

                  12:30PM – Baptisms 

Oct 7         7:00PM – Building & Grounds Committee 

Oct 8         7:30PM – Men’s Guild Meeting 

Oct 9         10:00AM – Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Oct 13       Hospitality Sunday 

Oct 14       Columbus Day 

                  Parish Office Closed 

Oct 26       6:00PM – Comedy Night 

Oct 26       11:00AM – Children’s Mass 

                  12:00PM – Trick or Treating  
 
 

     Let us praise God in all we do. 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657
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PARISH INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 732-792-2270 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM – 2:30PM 

Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road  

                                                         Millstone Twp, NJ  08510 

WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG  
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Michael P. Lang – Pastor 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Rev. Daniel Murphy – Weekend Assistant 
sabatman_2000@yahoo.com 

  

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon 
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net 

Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary & 
 Coordinator of Religious Education 

Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net  

Carmen Santos, Pastoral Associate 
carmenstjoseph@optonline.net  

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader 
Kris0373@aol.com  

 

MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday Evening – 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri – 9:00AM 

 

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin 

 

Confessions: After the 5:00 PM Mass on  

               Saturday or by appointment.   

 
BAPTISM – The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 PM.  Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to 
the Baptism.  Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office.  Sponsors 
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish – Sponsors must be active practicing 
Catholics.  The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.   
 
Marriage – Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in 
advance of the wedding.  Refer any questions to the Pastor.   
 
Sick Calls – Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by 
a Priest.  If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive 
Communion please call the Parish Office 
 
Registration – We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.  
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch.  Registration is 
required for sponsor forms. 
 
Sponsor Certificates – This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.  
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member 
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within 
the Church.   

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:sabatman_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com

