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Some thoughts from Fr. Mike… 
 

Dear Friends,  
     
    We are just nine days from the start of the Season of 

Lent.  Now is a good time to think about what you 

want and, more importantly, need to experience during 

the Season of Lent.  Lent is a time of renewal, growth 

in faith and a deeper understanding of who we are as 

God’s people.  It is out of love that God calls each one 

of us to be renewed in our commitment to the way of 

life that God gives us to follow.   If we expect Lent to 

have real results, we must be willing to discern what it 

is that we need most in order to get closer to living the 

kind of life we know God wants us to live.  Sometimes 

it means putting something down and other times it 

means picking something up.  If television or video 

games are getting in the way of living life fully, then by 

all means give it up.  However, only give it up if you 

desire to change that habit for good, not just during 

Lent.  If you have not used your special gift to the best 

of your ability, then yes, work on it during Lent.  Do 

not approach it as a hardship or sacrifice, approach it as 

something that is best for you.  Lent is not a time of 

suffering; it is a time of renewal.  Sure, some suffering 

may occur, but the focus is on renewal and growth, not 

suffering.  God does not call us to suffer for the sake of 

suffering but to be willing to suffer for what will lead 

us to renewal and ultimately, lead us to God.   

     If you give up or reduce your time watching 

television, what is the desired outcome?  What 

permanent growth do you need?   If you use some of 

that time to help others, read the Bible or get involved 

in a worthwhile cause, you will find renewal.  If you 

give up or reduce your time watching television during 

Lent but go back to the same thing after Easter, there is 

no renewal.   

     Lent is not supposed to be a time of gloom and 

doom but rather a time of being lifted up and a more 

profound awareness of the life God gives us.  During 

Lent put one item a day from a bulging closet into a 

bag to give to the needy with the desire to stop 

stockpiling stuff.  Come to a better understanding of 

the 10 Commandments in order to appreciate the ways 

God tries to protect us.  Pray one more time a day than 

you do now with the desire to do it all the time.   

       Lent can just be a time to observe and suffer with 

the lack of candy, coffee, wine or ice cream or it can be 

a time of renewal that benefits us forever.   
          
Peace and prayers,  

 Fr. Mike 

Mass Schedule + Readings 
 

Saturday       February- 15   Weekday  
                               {1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34   Mk 8:1-10) 

5:00pm               Anna Morin     r/b   Her Family 

Sunday        February- 16    6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                     (Sir 15:15-20   1 Cor 2:6-10   Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a)    

 9:00am             Angelo Cennamo    r/b   M/M Trippiedi 

11::00am             Georgette Laurita     r/b  The Schlegel Family 

 

Monday         February- 17   

  The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 
             (Jas 1:1-11/Mk 8:11-13)        
9:00am               No Mass 

Tuesday        February- 18   Weekday 
                 (Jas 1:12-18   Mk 8:14-21) 
9:00am                  Al DeRosa    r/b  Frances DeRosa 

Wednesday    February- 19    Weekday 
                                (Jas 1:19-27   Mk 8:22-26)           

9:00am                 Hannah Stotz  r/b  The Legion of Mary 

Thursday       February- 20      Weekday 

                          (Jas 2:1-9   Mk 8:27-33)       NO MASS 

Friday              February- 21      St Peter Damian 
             (Jas 2:14-24, 26   Mk 8:34—9:1 )           

9:00am              Edward Burke  r/b   The King Family 

 

Saturday        February- 22     

                       The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 
              (1 Pt 5:1-4   Mt 16:13-19) 

5:00pm                Special Intentions of  Anthony Prestia     
                          r/b   The Polito Family 
Sunday         February-23    7th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
                                (Lv 19:1-2, 17-18   1 Cor 3:16-23   Mt 5:38-48) 

  9:00am             Mary Kelly    r/b   The Sosa Family 

11:00am              Salvatore Daniele   r/b    The Drake Family             

 
 
 

    Sanctuary Candle… this week 
           Anna Morin     r/b   Her Family 

                             
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved 
one, Please call the office @ 732-792-2270. The donation is $10.00 
 
 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 
Patty Hileman   732-446-7651     Mary Costagliola   732-446-4255 
 

Please Keep in your prayers: 
The sick and the lonely, the safe return of our service men and 
women, for vocations to the priesthood and religious life and for the 
hungry and the homeless. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER… 
Draw closer to God and you will discover the true richness 
of life.     
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE REPORT 
 

February 9th  - $ 5,696.50 
Debt Reduction - $ 211.00 
 
Thank you for your generosity and  
                may God bless you for your support! 

 

   
 

HOLIDAY 
This Monday, February 17 is President’s Day.  
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday. 

***** 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
There are no Religious Education Classes on 
Monday, February 17.  There ARE classes on 
Tuesday, February 18. 

***** 
 

MORNING MASS 
There is no morning Mass on Monday, February 
17.   

***** 
 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

Once again this year we will be hosting 
members of the NET Team Ministries to 
lead a retreat for our Confirmation 
students.  We are in need of families to 

host members of the retreat team over night.  
They would arrive after 9:00PM and will be 
leaving in the morning.  The retreat team will be 
here March 11.  Those who have done this in 
the past have said it was a great experience 
having the young people at the homes.  If you  
are willing to host some of the retreat team 
members or would like more information, please 
contact Jean in the Parish Office or email 
Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net.  

***** 
 

Contribution Statements 
If you would like a contribution statement for 
2019, please send a self-addressed envelope to 
the Parish Office.  Thanks! 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSIONS 
Parents who will have a child baptized 
must attend a Baptism Preparation 
session.  Sponsors (Godparents) are 

invited to attend.  The next session will take 
place on Saturday, March 7 at 11:00AM.  If you 
will be attending, please contact the parish 
Office to register.  For questions about 
Baptismal Preparation contact the Parish Office.   

***** 
 

LENTEN SOUP NIGHTS 
Each Friday evening at 
6:30 PM during the Season 
of Lent we come together 
as a parish community for a 
simple meal of soup, bread 
and beverage.  The 

purpose is to help us focus on the simpler 
things in life.  Our lives may become 
complicated and filled with many details.  We 
need people to bring a meatless soup on some 
of the Fridays of Lent.  There are sign up lists 
on the bulletin board if you would like to bring 
soup.  We also need people to volunteer to help 
with clean up after our soup supper. Individuals 
can sign up for one Friday, or a number of 
them.  Soup nights begin on February 28.  
If you would like more information, contact 
Fr. Mike at the parish office or email 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net.  THANKS! 

***** 
 

MARDI GRAS POTLUCK DINNER 
Lent begins on Wednesday, 
February 26.  As has been 
our tradition, we will have a 
Mardi Gras potluck dinner 

on Tuesday, February 25.   
We begin at 6:00 PM. Bring your favorite main 
course, side dish, salad, or dessert to share.  
Beverages will be provided.  This has always 
been a great meal – a real feast before the fast.  
If you plan to come, please sign up on the list 
that is on the table at the entrance of the 
church.  Dinner will be followed by a prayer 
service at 7:30 PM to usher in the season of 
Lent.  See you at Mardi Gras! 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
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WOMEN'S RETREAT DAY 
A Day of Retreat for women will be held on 
Saturday, March 14, from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
in the Parish Hall.  Our guest speaker will be 
Sister Marcy Springer, Director of Frances 
House of Prayer in Allentown, NJ.  Sr. Marcy 
will focus on - MAY CHRIST LIVE IN YOUR 
HEART MAINTAINING INTERIOR PEACE.   
We live in a day and age characterized by an 
extraordinary amount of agitation, fear and 
anxiety.  This tendency reveals itself in our 
interior as well as our exterior lives.  How can 
we find peace of heart and learn to respond 
graciously to the upsetting situations we must 
all face?  Would you like to choose the practice 
of interior peace as the focus of the second half 
of your Lenten Journey?  Breakfast and Lunch 
are included.  Please sign up on the sheet in the 
church’s vestibule by March 6 or register online 
at https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/ladies-of-
st-joseph. If you have questions please contact 
Jo Ann at jannkronenthal@gmail.com or call 
732-446-4326.  

***** 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday is on February 26.  
Mass will be celebrated at 9:00AM, 
4:30PM and 7:00PM.  The 
imposition of ashes will take place 
at each Mass.   

***** 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
The Stations of the Cross help us 
to focus on various messages that 
can be received through the life-
giving journey that Jesus 
underwent to offer us the gift of 
new and eternal life.  On Fridays of 
Lent we gather at 7:30PM for the 

Stations of the Cross.   
******* 

 

FOOD COLLECTION 
The next food collection will be on  
February 29/March 1. Non-perishable 

food items, paper goods and toiletries are 
appreciated.   Please be sure to check 
expiration dates on donations.  Items past the 
expiration or "best by” dates cannot be given 
out to those needing assistance.  Thanks for 
your help. 

READERS’S CLUB MEETING 
The next book selected by the Reader’s Club is  
"The Oysterville Sewing Circle" by Susan 
Wiggs.  “Stitched together with love, this is a 
story just waiting for your favorite reading chair. 
With her signature style and skill, Susan Wiggs 
delivers an intricate patchwork of old wounds 
and new beginnings, romance and the healing 
power of friendship, wrapped in a lovely little 
community that’s hiding a few secrets of its 
own.”  We will meet to discuss the book on 
Wednesday, March 4th at 7:30PM.  The theme 
for food will be Pacific Northwest.  RSVP to 
Fran ambiofran@gmail.com if you will be 
attending.  New members are always welcome.   

***** 

 

NIGHT AT THE RACES 
Night at the Races will be 
returning this year – it will be 
held on Saturday, April 18 at 
6:00PM.  Tickets will be $25.00 
per person which includes: 

food, beverages and $25.00 in betting “money”.  
Come enjoy an evening of Horse Racing, food 
and fun. (Due to betting and the presence of 
alcoholic beverages, you must be 21 or over to 
attend this event).   Tickets will be on sale in 
March.   

****** 
 

RETREAT WEEKEND FOR WOMEN 
Jesus said “Peace is my gift to you.”  However, 
we do not always experience that gift because 
of what goes on outside and within.  This retreat 
will invite you to come back to being centered 
on God and be drawn into the peace of Jesus in 
order to be peacemakers in the world.  The 
retreat will be held at San Alfonso Retreat 
House in Long Branch, N.J.  The retreat house 
is located on the beach.  Enjoy some quiet time 
with Jesus and joyful fellowship with women of 
the parish in this beautiful setting. (It is not a 
silent retreat).  The retreat takes place April 17-
19.  The cost is $240 which includes 
accommodations, meals and talks.  For more 
information about this retreat please contact 
Carmen – carmenstjoseph@optonline.net or 
call her at the Parish Office 732-792-2270.   

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/ladies-of-st-joseph
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/ladies-of-st-joseph
mailto:jannkronenthal@gmail.com
mailto:ambiofran@gmail.com
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
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CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
The Confirmation Retreat for all those preparing to 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation will take 
place on Wednesday, March 11 from 4:00PM until 
9:00PM. The retreat is a requirement.  You must be 
present for the entire retreat.    

***** 
 

LEGION OF MARY 

Do you have a devotion to the Blessed Mother?  
Do you pray the rosary?  Are you looking for a 
ministry that enriches your spiritual growth as 
well as benefitting others?  Consider joining the 
Legion of Mary.  For further information, contact 
Frances franderosa@icloud.com.   

***** 
 

STAY CONNECTED – FIND THE LATEST NEWS  

Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events 
through social media.  Find out what is going on 
at our website at www.stjosephmillstone.org.  
Connect with the parish on Facebook.  Give our 
page a like to keep informed about events.  You 
can find the parish page on Facebook at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church Millstone Twp. NJ or 
@stjosephchurchmillstone.   

   Stay informed – stay connected! 
***** 

 

 

A convenient way to donate is through online  
Parish Giving.  This is offered free of charge to you 
so that you may make donations by credit card or 
transfer from your checking account. Check it out at 
WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on 
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link for 
Electronic Giving. You can then set up an account 
or choose a onetime donation without an account.  If  
you have any questions about this, please feel free 

contact the Parish Office. 
****** 

 

SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH 
Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph  
Church as the charity you wish to support.  
Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating 
a portion to the parish.  You do have to designate 
St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your 
charity.  You also have to use the Amazon Smile 
site instead of the normal Amazon site.   
Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657  
(a direct link) or go to our website and click the 
link.  Thanks for your support!  
 

CHOIRS 
Join the choir – lift your voice in praise of God.  
We have a Children’s Choir for the young 
people of the parish and the St. Joseph Choir 
for teens and adults contact Kristine 
Kris0373@aol.com or 973-768-4184 for more 
information.   All are welcome to be part of the 
Choirs as we sing our praise to God.   

***** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you need to be renewed 

in order to feel closer to God? 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
  

Feb 16       Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

                  Parish Food Collection 

                  10:00AM – RCIA 

Feb 17       President’s Day 

                  No Morning Mass 

                  No Religious Education Classes 

                  Parish Office Closed  

Feb 19       9:30AM – Legion of Mary Meeting  

Feb 20       7:00PM – The Mystery of the Bible     

Feb 21       10:00AM – The Mystery of the Bible 

Feb 23       10:00AM - RCIA 

Feb 25       6:00PM -  Mardi Gras Pot Luck Dinner 

                  7:30PM – Prayer Service 

                  No Religious Education Classes  

Feb 26       Ash Wednesday 

                  Parish Office Closed 

                  9:00AM – Mass 

                  4:30PM – Mass 

                  7:00PM - Mass     

Feb 28       6:30PM - Lenten Soup Night 

                  7:30PM - Stations of the Cross 

Mar 1        Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

                  Parish Food Collection 

                  10:00AM – RCIA 

Mar 3        7:30PM – Ladies of St. Joseph Meeting 

Mar 4         7:00PM – Building & Grounds Committee 

Mar 7         11:00AM – Baptism Preparation Session 

Mar 10       7:30PM – Men’s Guild Meeting 

Mar 11      10:00AM – Prayer Shawl Ministry  

                  4:00PM – Confirmation Retreat 

Mar 14       9:30AM – Women’s Day of Retreat 

Apr 18       6:00PM – Night At The Races 

 

   Let us praise God in all we do. 

mailto:franderosa@icloud.com
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com


604   

PARISH INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 732-792-2270 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM – 2:30PM 

Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road  

                                                         Millstone Twp, NJ  08510 

WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG  
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Michael P. Lang – Pastor 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Rev. Daniel Murphy – Weekend Assistant 
sabatman_2000@yahoo.com 

  

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon 
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net 

Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary & 

 Coordinator of Religious Education 
Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net  

Carmen Santos, Pastoral Associate 

carmenstjoseph@optonline.net  

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader 
Kris0373@aol.com  

 

MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday Evening – 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri – 9:00AM 

 

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin 

 

Confessions: After the 5:00 PM Mass on  

               Saturday or by appointment.   

 
BAPTISM – The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 PM.  Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to 
the Baptism.  Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office.  Sponsors 
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish – Sponsors must be active practicing 
Catholics.  The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.   
 
Marriage – Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in 
advance of the wedding.  Refer any questions to the Pastor.   
 
Sick Calls – Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by 
a Priest.  If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive 
Communion please call the Parish Office 
 
Registration – We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.  
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch.  Registration is 
required for sponsor forms. 
 
Sponsor Certificates – This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.  
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member 
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within 
the Church.   

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:sabatman_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com

