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Some thoughts from Fr. Mike… 
 

Dear Friends,  

     A deeply personal moment is recorded when Jesus 

speaks in the privacy of the upper room where he is 

gathered with his closest followers at the Last Supper.  

His conversation centers around his own personal life 

and he speaks of the Father, with whom he is in closest 

union in the most intimate terms.  He offers the 

Apostles the consoling promise that after his departure 

he will not leave them orphans but will send them His 

Spirit.  This is a remote preparation for Pentecost and 

the foundation of the church, when the breath of the 

Spirit will transform them into fearless preachers 

entrusted with a mission of spreading the Gospel.  

What Jesus is intent on doing is building up the 

shattered faith of his followers for the work facing 

them after resurrection.   

     Jesus did not leave the Apostles to struggle with the 

Christian life without the help of his Spirit and Jesus 

will not leave us wither.  We have His word that He 

will always be with us.  The outpouring of the Spirit 

was not reserved exclusively for those who lived in the 

time of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit loves and cares for us 

and is our strength and encouragement in times of trial, 

just as He was for the Apostles.   

     There is a great mystery of hope contained in 

today’s Gospel and we should take courage from it.  

The people of God have never been deprived of the 

truth of God.  In the Holy Spirit we have a helper and a 

comforter who makes Jesus present in each generation 

to every person in their individual situation. But we 

must remember that the Holy Spirit will not arrive 

unannounced or force entry into any person’s heart.   

     Jesus can only free and save those who seek to be 

saved.  We will receive the Lord’s Spirit and grow in 

our awareness of Jesus only if we request it in prayer 

and follow the way of life God has given us by 

allowing the commandments to guide our actions.   

     On at least four occasions during the Last Supper 

Jesus said, “if you love me keep my commandments.”  

Jesus invites us to show our loyalty by remaining 

faithful.  The Gospel is not about easy victories.  In the 

struggle to build a better world we are Christ’s 

instruments charged with opening ears, eyes and hearts 

to what is good, true and beautiful in God’s kingdom 

as it exists in the here and the now.      

   

Peace, prayers and love to all of you, 

Fr. Mike 

Mass Schedule + Readings 
Saturday        May- 16     Easter Weekday 
              (Acts 16:1-10   Jn 15:18-21) 

                         Luke Bautista   r/b   Grandma 

Sunday         May- 17      6th  Sunday of Easter 
                              (Acts 8:5-8, 14-17    1 Pt 3:15-18    Jn 14:15-21) 

             Phil Barresi    r/b   The Tkachuk  Family 

              George Lauer    r/b   The Bellini Family 

 

Monday         May- 18   St John I 
             (Acts 16:11-15   Jn 15:26—16:4a)        
            Mark Higgens   r/b  The Carmen Santos & family 

Tuesday        May- 19     Easter Weekday   
                 (Acts 16:22-34   Jn 16:5-11) 
           Dorothy Simacek    r/b   Frank Simacek 

Wednesday   May- 20   St Bernardine of Siena 
                                (Acts 17:15, 22—18:1   Jn 16:12-15)           

            Francis Kenneth Hall     r/b    The Sclafani Family 

Thursday      May- 21    St Christopher Magallanes 
                        (Acts  18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20)       

             Thomas Donohue   r/b   Frank Simacek 

Friday            May- 22     Easter Weekday  
              (Acts 18:9-18   Jn 16:20-23)           

           Susan Torniello      r/b   Bill & MaryJane Rauscher 
 

Saturday       May- 23  Easter Weekday 
                                 (Acts 18:23-28   Jn 16:23b-28) 

      Theresa Nugent      r/b    Her Family                                      

Sunday        May- 23     The Ascension of the Lord 
                              (Acts 1:1-11   Eph 1:17-23   Mt 28:16-20)    

          Celia Bonilla       r/b   Frances DeRosa 

         Stephen Trimboli    r/b  The Herrmann Family 

 

                                     
 

 

    Sanctuary Candle… this week 

      For the People of the Parish 

               
                             
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved 
one, Please call the office @ 732-792-2270. The donation is $10.00 
 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 
Patty Hileman  732-446-7651    Mary Costagliola  732-446-4255 
 

Please Keep in your prayers: 
The sick and the lonely, the safe return of our service men and 
women, for vocation to the priesthood and religious life and for 
the hungry and the homeless. 
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FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
Normally, the Feast of the Ascension would be celebrated on Thursday, May 21.  However, the 
Bishops of New Jersey have instructed that this year, the observance will be transferred to Sunday, 
May 24.  Mass will be celebrated online.   

***** 
 

DAILY MASS 
Online services will be available from St. Joseph Church.  If you are not signed up for Flocknotes or a 
follower of our facebook page, please either sign up for Flocknotes or follow our page, or better, do 
both – to receive notice of the links for each day. 

***** 
 

Activities 
All activities scheduled have been cancelled, some will be rescheduled when we are permitted to do 
so.  At the current time there is no point in trying to set dates until we know exactly when activities 
and gatherings will be permitted to resume.   

 
 
COVID-19 RELATED NEWS 
Churches in the Diocese of Trenton are once again officially open for private prayer.  This is for 
private prayer only.  Communal celebration of the Sacraments, group meetings and prayer are all still 
on hold.  Groups may not arrange for meetings.  Here are some things to note –  

- Only the side door (lower level) of the church will be open. 
- If you come to the church for prayer, please leave the kneeler down in the pew that you use so 

we know which pews to clean. 
- Please do not sit in a pew where the kneeler is down. 
- If someone else is in the Church, keep the required 6 feet of social distancing.   
- Restrooms will be closed for the time being.   
- Masks are to be worn while in church.   Gloves are advisable.   
- Please do not walk around touching statues 
- Holy water fonts will be empty until further notice 
- Do not come to church if you are in any way ill.  Let Fr. Mike know if you are in need of prayers 

or assistance of some kind. (Frmikestjoseph@optonline.net)  
- Respect others who may be in the church by not talking while others are praying.   

I will try to have the Church open from 10:00AM until 7:00PM but please recognize that there may be 
times that the church may be closed for cleaning, etc.   
Getting back to communal celebrations will take time, patience and cooperation.  Prudence and 
wisdom dictates being cautious so that no one is put at risk.   
 
PARKING LOT MASS  
As I stated in an email sent out thru Flocknotes on Friday, the Bishop has decided to allow parking lot 
Mass.  This is not straightforward and have a great many limitations.  I will be talking with some 
professionals on Monday to see what is required as far as equipment to be able to broadcast the 
Mass to car radios.  The rules are very specific – people must be in their cars (chairs or standing 
outside of the vehicle is prohibited), only every other parking space will be permitted to be used, cars 
cannot be idling in the parking lot, no papers can be handed out.  There are also some limitations 
posed by our parking lot – not everyone will be able to be in line of sight.  So, this is not a simple 
matter of saying that we are going to have parking lot Mass - - - all details have to be worked out.  I 
am investigating everything and will let everyone know what I find out.    

 
 

 

mailto:Frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
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FOOD COLLECTION 
Our normal food collections will not take place.  You can still drop off donations in the box on 
the lower level or in the bin that is outside the front door to help those who may need 

something.  The need for assistance continues to grow.  Food banks are receiving more requests for 
assistance as people face financial challenges.  Your donations are appreciated.  We continue to get 
your donations to those in need.   

 
 

JESUS: THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE is a 10-week video study program and 
book presented by Marcellino D’Ambrosio, Jeff Cavins, and Dr. Edward Sri. Anchored in the life of 
Christ as presented in the Gospels, this study explores the entirety of Jesus’ life—who he is, what he 
is really like, what he taught, what he did for our salvation, and what all of this means for us as 
Catholics today.  We are going to do this study online.  Because of the current situation, each person 
will have to order his/her own workbook.  The following is the direct link to purchase the workbook: 
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life/products/jesus-the-way-the-truth-and-
the-life-study-set   The cost is $29.95 per person and includes a workbook for the study, access to the 
video and an additional bonus book by Marcellino D’Ambrosio which focuses on the Christocentricity 
of the Catholic faith.  Again, you order the book individually through the link above.  So that we can 
determine the start date, please let Carmen know that you plan to participate so that she can be in 
touch with people and set up emails.  To reach her, email carmenstjoseph@optonline.net.  She is not 
in the office, so please do not call the office.  Even while stuck at home, we can continue to grow in 
faith.   

 
 

VERY IMPORTANT - - HELP US TO BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU 
The Parish has begun to use Flocknotes which is a program to send out email and text messages to 
parishioners.  This will allow us to stay in touch about parish events, emergency closings and 
important information.  To benefit from this, you must sign up with your cell phone number and/or 
email address.  In the present time, it is important that we have a way to get news out to everyone.  
We will use Flocknotes to let parents know if Religious Education classes are canceled and we send 
out reminders about scheduled closings for holidays, etc.  It is easy to be on the notification list – just 
text the code sjmill to 84576 and follow the prompts.  You may also go to our website to be included – 
stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes.  Just enter your information and follow the prompts.  You can then 
select the groups that you want information from.  You can choose to receive the weekly bulletin or be 
notified if someone in the parish needs help or be notified when someone has asked for prayers or be 
part of special programs like the Lenten Program listed in the bulletin on the previous page and more.  
For those with children in the Religious Education Program, you must choose the class and session 
that you have a child attending.  If you have a child in grade 3 and a child in grade 7 on Tuesday at 
6:30PM, you would choose Tuesday 6:30PM grade 3 and Tuesday 6:30PM grade 7.  If you are not 
signed up on Flocknotes, you will not receive notification about closings.  Please remember to 
use contact information (cell number and email) that you use regularly.  All information is confidential.  
Others are not able to view your information.  Please remember that email and text message will be 
sent from Flocknotes.  Thanks! 

***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life/products/jesus-the-way-the-truth-and-the-life-study-set
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/jesus-way-truth-and-life/products/jesus-the-way-the-truth-and-the-life-study-set
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes
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A convenient way to donate is through online  
Parish Giving.  This is offered free of charge to you so that you may make donations by credit card or 
transfer from your checking account. Check it out at WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on 
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link for Electronic Giving. You can then set up an account 
or choose a onetime donation without an account.  If you have any questions about this, please email 
or leave a message for Fr. Mike  

****** 

 
 

READERS’ CLUB 
While a date for the next meeting is not known, join in reading the next book for the 
Readers’ Club – Pachinko by Min Jin Lee.  Pachinko is an epic historical novel 
following a Korean family who eventually migrates to Japan, it is the first novel written 
for an adult, English-speaking audience about Japanese–Korean culture. The 
character-driven tale features a large ensemble of characters who become subjected 
to issues of racism and stereotypes, among other events with historical origins in the 
20th-century Korean experiences with Japan.  
 

 

STAY CONNECTED – FIND THE LATEST NEWS  
Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events through social media.  Find out what is 
going on at our website at www.stjosephmillstone.org.  Connect with the parish on 
Facebook.  Give our page a like to keep informed about events.  You can find the 
parish page on Facebook at St. Joseph Catholic Church Millstone Twp. NJ or 
@stjosephchurchmillstone.   

   Stay informed – stay connected! 

***** 
 

CATHOLIC ANNUAL APPEAL 
The 2020 Catholic Annual Appeal for the Diocese of Trenton is now under way. The Catholic Annual 
Appeal is used by the Diocese to support the various work and ministries of the Diocese of Trenton.  
Our Parish Goal for the Annual Catholic Appeal is $39,500.00.  If you would like to make a 
pledge/donation to the Diocese for the Annual Appeal, there are pledge cards on the table at the 
entrance of the Church.  You can complete it and mail it to the Diocese or send it the parish Office.  If 
you are including a check, please make checks payable to The Diocese of Trenton Annual Appeal.  
You may also make an online donation by logging onto www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal.   
Please be sure to list your parish as St. Joseph in Millstone Twp.   If you would like more information 
about the Annual Catholic Appeal you can go to our parish website 
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/annual-catholic-appeal  - there, you will be able to view the Bishop’s 
video and more.  Thank you for your generosity and support.      

***** 
 

SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH 
Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph  
Church as the charity you wish to support.  Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating a portion to 
the parish.  You do have to designate St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your charity.  You also have 
to use the Amazon Smile site instead of the normal Amazon site.   
Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657  
(a direct link) or go to our website and click the link.  Thanks for your support!  

*****    

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/annual-catholic-appeal
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657
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PARISH INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 732-792-2270 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM – 2:30PM 

Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road  

                                                         Millstone Twp, NJ  08510 

WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG  
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Michael P. Lang – Pastor 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Rev. Daniel Murphy – Weekend Assistant 
sabatman_2000@yahoo.com 

  

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon 
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net 

Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary & 

 Coordinator of Religious Education 
Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net  

Carmen Santos, Pastoral Associate 

carmenstjoseph@optonline.net  

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader 
Kris0373@aol.com  

 

MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday Evening – 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri – 9:00AM 

 

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin 

 

Confessions: After the 5:00 PM Mass on  

               Saturday or by appointment.   

 
BAPTISM – The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 PM.  Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to 
the Baptism.  Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office.  Sponsors 
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish – Sponsors must be active practicing 
Catholics.  The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.   
 
Marriage – Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in 
advance of the wedding.  Refer any questions to the Pastor.   
 
Sick Calls – Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by 
a Priest.  If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive 
Communion please call the Parish Office 
 
Registration – We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.  
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch.  Registration is 
required for sponsor forms. 
 
Sponsor Certificates – This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.  
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member 
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within 
the Church.   
 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:sabatman_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com
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