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Some thoughts from Fr. Mike… 
 

Dear Friends,  
     

     There is no mistaking the dominant themes of 
forgiveness and mercy that are present in the 
Scripture Readings for today.  Mercy and 
forgiveness are the two fundamental qualities that 
every Christian is called to put into practice.  Apart 
from the command to love one another there is no 
obligation which Jesus taught more forcefully than 
that of showing forgiveness and mercy.  When we 
come right down to it, in the circumstances of 
everyday life, forgiveness is more often talked about 
than put into practice because it is difficult and 
demanding and can take a great deal lout of us.  
Within families and among close friends, small 
incidents get blown out of proportion, become major 
battles and often lead to rifts that may be temporary 
or last for a very long time.   Unholy wars are too 
often started between people by that which is trivial 
and of little consequence in the grand scheme of 
life.  In families, neighborhoods, places of work, 
schools and friends, differences brought about by 
thoughtless words, selfish actions, jealousy and 
misunderstandings easily cause clashes and set up 
walls that are impenetrable.  Too often as 
individuals, families, friends and even as a nation we 
prefer to nurse old sores rather than reach out the 
hand of reconciliation.   
     It is no wonder that our 1st Reading today invites 
us to reflect on death.  Death is the great leveler; it 
puts human affairs into proper perspective.  Death 
reminds us that in light of eternity and the shortness 
of our span of life, harboring grudges is pointless.   
The great Christian cry of a forgiveness that comes 
from the heart was first echoed on the hill of 
Calvary.  What Jesus proclaimed in words from the 
cross, he had lived out in deeds.  The purpose of 
Jesus’ life and death was to win forgiveness for all 
people.   
     What comes through with blinding clarity is that 
our ability to forgive is the measure of the depth of 
our Christianity.  The forgiveness that we offer 
others is the indispensable condition that makes it 
possible for us to receive God’s forgiveness.  In 
those serious, heart-breaking and emotionally 
crippling actions we may face a challenge.  In those 
slight hurts, petty jealousies and everyday kind of 
hurts, let us pray for the ability to gloss over faults so 
that we can offer the limitless love of forgiveness.   
         
 Peace, prayers and love to all of you, 

Fr. Mike 
 
 

Mass Schedule + Readings 
Saturday       September- 12   (1 Cor 10:14-22   Lk 6:43-49) 

            The Most Holy Name of Mary 

5:00pm                 Nicole Peake  r/b   The Nugent Family 

Sunday         September- 13 

                         24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                         (Sir 27:30—28:7   Rom 14:7-9   Mt 18:21-35)    

9:00am           Al DeRosa   r/b   Frances deRosa 

11:00am         Catherine Chiarello   r/b  The King Family 
 

Monday         September- 14     

             The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
             (Nm 21:4b-9   Phil 2:6-11  Jn 3:13-17)        
9:00am         Danuta Kulessa  r/b  Her Family 

Tuesday        September- 15   Our Lady of Sorrows 
                               (1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a   JJn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35) 
9:00am            A Friend Arlene    r/b   Frances DeRosa 

Wednesday   September- 16   SS. Cornelius and Cyprian  

                                (1 Cor 12:31—13:13   Lk 7:31-35)           
9:00am              Eleanor Mildner   r/b   John & Jean 

Thursday      September- 17    St Robert Bellarmine 

                       (1 Cor 15:1-11   Lk 7:36-50)        No Mass         

Friday            September- 18      Weekday 
             (1 Cor :15:12-20   Lk 8:1-3)           

9:00am           Jimmy Chacko     r/b   Val & Babu Perumpail 

 

Saturday        September- 19   St Januarius 
              (1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49   Lk 8:4-15) 

5:00pm            Jadwiga Kimish  r/b  The Family 

Sunday         September- 20    

                         25th d Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                                (Is 55:6-9   Phil 1:20c-24, 27a   Mt 20:1-16a) 

9:00am            Giovanni Scrivanich  r/b   John & Rosie Hroncich 

11:00am             Dawn Cowley   r/b  The King Family 

 

      Sanctuary Candle… this week 

        Anna Morin      r/b   Her Family 

                                           

    
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved 
one, Please call the office @ 732-792-2270. The donation is $10.00 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 
Patty Hileman  732-446-7651    Mary Costagliola  732-446-4255 

 
Please Keep in your prayers: 
The sick and the lonely, the safe return of our service men and 
women, for vocation to the priesthood and religious life and for 
the hungry and the homeless. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Well, after much agonizing, attempts to find an acceptable solution and a lot of praying, I have 
decided that Religious Education will have to at least start as Home Study with support.  The decision 
was based on many factors including:  
 - the safety of all involved (volunteers and students)  
 - the fact that classrooms are not big enough for proper distancing  
 - the fact that we have students from a number of schools (Millstone Twp, Manalapan, 
Jackson and others)  
 - the fact that some parents do not feel comfortable in sending their children for in-person 
instruction at this time 
 - the fact that some volunteers are not comfortable at this time to provide in-person learning  
 - the acceptance that trying to offer something that will meet everyone's preference will 
produce something that is unmanageable and impractical at this time    
 - the rules and limitations imposed by both the Diocese of Trenton and the State government 
At some point, this may change and we will be able to return to in-person instruction, which is my 
preference.  I also believe that in-person classes for Religious Education help to foster community 
and an understanding of our faith as being rooted in a community of faith trying to live out the 
message of the Gospels.  For now, I believe that home learning with support is the safest and most 
practical way.   Catechists will be offering assistance and direction during the time of Home Study. 
They will inform of assignments and try to answer questions about the material.  I do not want anyone 
to feel that I am leaving you without resources.  There will also be additional online resources 
because we have gone to an upgraded version of the program we are using for grades 1-7.  Those in 
the 8th grade will have access to materials that would be used in class.   Classes will start the first 
week of October in order to allow students and parents to adjust to classes and work in whatever 
school your child attends this year.   For those in grade 2 and grade 8 (immediate Sacramental 
preparation years), I am working on some ideas to have at least a few times for being together for the 
preparation of receiving the Sacraments.  For those who signed up for Home Study - - - you will be 
assigned to a class so that a Catechist can keep in touch and offer support.  If we return to in-person 
classes, you may then decide to continue Home Study or participate in the in-person class.  You will 
be contacted about picking up books a bit later. They have not arrived yet, but should be arriving 
soon.  
If you have not registered your child for Religious Education yet, please see below.     

***** 
 

REGISTRATION FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Registration process for Religious Education Classes for the 2020-2021 year is 
taking place.  Registration forms for returning students were sent via Flocknotes.  If 
you did not receive the registration form or are unable to access it, it is available on the 
website or email Fr. Mike (frmikestjoseph@optonline.net) to receive it by email.   
Registration forms for new students (those entering 1st grade and those transferring 
from another Religious Education Program are available on the Parish website.  Or you 
can email frmikestjoseph@optonline.net to receive one in email (please specify if for a 
new registration).  THE ABSOLUTE DEADLINE TO  REGISTER IS SEPTEMBER 21.  
With the later start  and the need to get books and the need to have everything set up, 
there will be no additional registrations accepted for the year after September 21.   
 
 

 

 

mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
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CATECHISTS FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
It has been decided that Religious Education will have to at least start with Home Study with support.  
It was not an easy or quick decision but based on many factors, it is the best way for everyone 
involved at this time.  Hopefully, things will change and allow us to have in-person Religious 
Education classes again at some point of the year.   Catechists will offer support through emails, 
phone, etc.  Assignments will be sent by email each week.  Catechists will do their best to help the 
children keep up to date.  It is not the way that was hoped for, but again, given all the circumstances, 
it is the best for now.  We still need some Catechists to take on the responsibility of providing support.  
Specifically, We need one person for 7th grade (it would be Mondays at 4:30PM when in-person 
resumes) and one person for 6th grade (it would be Tuesdays at 4:30 PM when in-person resumes.  If 
you are interested in helping out or have questions, please contact Jean at 
jeanstjoseph@optonline.net or 732-792-2270.   Thanks! 

***** 
 

RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a wonderful faith journey for those who wish to be 
Baptized, those who are Baptized and are now interested are interested in joining the Catholic 
Church and those who have not completed the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and 
Confirmation).  
The RCIA is a journey of faith where people are encouraged to discern God's call in their lives.  It is 
not a typical classroom setting.  Our Catholic beliefs are introduced and explained and participants in 
the RCIA are encouraged to see how our beliefs, practices, Liturgies and Sacraments can have an 
impact in everyday situations.  
Anyone and everyone is invited to "come and see" to find out if the RCIA process is what you are 
being drawn to in your life.  RCIA sessions are ready to resume, although at this time the meetings 
will be help outdoors or via Zoom.  If you are interested or would like more information, contact Fr. 
Mike – frmikestjoseph@optonline.net or 732-792-2270.   

***** 
 

FOLLOW ME: MEETING JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
Being Catholic takes more than simply believing in God or doing what God asks of us. Jesus wants 

each one of us to be more than just a believer—he wants you to be his disciple and friend. To help you 

answer this call to deeper friendship with Christ, the Adult Faith Group will begin a program called - 

Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.  We will begin on September 17th at 6:00pm. For 

more information or to register, visit AscensionPress.com, or contact Carmen Santos at 

carmenstjoseph@optonline.net. You will not only benefit personally from being part of this study; you 

will also help us to grow in fellowship as a parish as we grow closer to Christ together. 
***** 

 

WELCOME  
As a parish community we joyfully welcome: 

Alison Rose Bernardi 
Noah Gideon Carr 
Hunter Jak Kurlic 

Declan James Limpert 
who have been welcomed into God’s family and the Church through the Sacrament of Baptism.  Let 
us lift these little ones up in our prayers.   

***** 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
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SUNDAY MASS – The public celebration of Sunday Mass takes place on Saturday evening at 5:00 
PM and Sunday morning at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM.  We only have one-third of the capacity in the 
Church.  Please remember that masks must be worn and cover mouth and nose.  Also, doors are 
locked at the start of Mass so that there is no need for people to wander around looking for a seat – 
so please arrive before Mass begins.  For complete details about the restrictions and policies please 
go to our website https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/covid-19-related-news.  Masses will also be live 
streamed at https://vimeo.com/event/106444, on our parish website at www.stjosephmillstone.org/live-
stream on our Facebook Page www.facebook.com/stjosephchurchmillstone and on the Parish 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/c/StJosephChurchMillstoneTwp 

***** 

 

DAILY MASS 
We have resumed the public gathering for Mass at 9:00 AM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday with no more than 50 people.  Mass will also be live streamed at 9:00 AM on those days.  If 
you miss the live stream, it is recorded and available to watch later on any of the sources listed under 
Sunday Mass above.   

***** 
 

A NOTE ON MASKS 
Masks are required for all events in the Church.  Masks must cover mouth and nose and form a 
barrier.  Some people have started wearing clear plastic masks that are meant for food preparation.  
Those masks do not meet the criteria for helping to block the spread of disease.  Those masks do not 
form a barrier at the nose.  We are adhering to the recommendations prescribed by the professionals 
as well as the regulations of the Diocese.  Thank you for cooperating and having a willingness to 
protect the health of others.   

***** 
 

FOOD COLLECTION 
You can still drop off donations in the box on the lower level or in the bin that is outside the 
front door to help those who may need something.  The need for assistance continues to 

grow.  Food banks are receiving more requests for assistance as people face financial challenges.  
Your donations are appreciated and your donations continue to reach those who are in need.   

****** 
 

Activities 

All meetings and activities are still suspended.  There will be no indoor group 

meetings and events until further notice.  Groups may meet outside on Church 

grounds.  Social distancing is still to be observed.  This does apply to all groups. 
****** 

 

BAPTISMS 
We are scheduling Baptisms.  The number of people permitted at a Baptism is limited.  If desired, we 
can live stream the Baptism for those who are unable to attend.  Only one family at a time will be 
scheduled for Baptism.  It is good news that we are welcoming God’s little ones.  Those who would 
like to schedule a Baptism, may the parish office to schedule the Baptism of your child.   

***** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/covid-19-related-news
https://vimeo.com/event/106444
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/live-stream
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/live-stream
http://www.facebook.com/stjosephchurchmillstone
http://www.youtube.com/c/StJosephChurchMillstoneTwp
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STAY CONNECTED – FIND THE LATEST NEWS  
Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events through social media.  Find out what is going on at our 
website at www.stjosephmillstone.org.  Connect with the parish on Facebook.  Give our page a like to 
keep informed about events.  You can find the parish page on Facebook at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church Millstone Twp. NJ or @stjosephchurchmillstone.     Stay informed – stay connected! 
***** 

 

VERY IMPORTANT - - HELP US TO BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU 
The Parish uses Flocknotes which is a program to send out email and text messages to parishioners.  
This will allow us to stay in touch about parish events, emergency closings and important information.  
To benefit from this, you must sign up with your cell phone number and/or email address.  In the 
present time, it is important that we have a way to get news out to everyone.  We will use Flocknotes 
to let parents know if Religious Education classes are canceled and we send out reminders about 
scheduled closings for holidays, etc.  It is easy to be on the notification list – just text the code sjmill to 
84576 and follow the prompts.  You may also go to our website to be included – 
stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes.  Just enter your information and follow the prompts.  You can then 
select the groups that you want information from.  All information is confidential.  Others are not able 
to view your information.  Please remember that email and text message will be sent from Flocknotes.  
Thanks! 

***** 
 

 

A convenient way to donate is through online  
Parish Giving.  This is offered free of charge to you so that you may make donations by credit card or 
transfer from your checking account. Check it out at WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on 
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link for Electronic Giving. You can then set up an account 
or choose a onetime donation without an account.  If you have any questions about this, please email 
or leave a message for Fr. Mike  

****** 
 

CATHOLIC ANNUAL APPEAL 
The 2020 Catholic Annual Appeal for the Diocese of Trenton is now under way. The Catholic Annual 
Appeal is used by the Diocese to support the various work and ministries of the Diocese of Trenton.  
Our Parish Goal for the Annual Catholic Appeal is $39,500.00.  If you would like to make a 
pledge/donation to the Diocese for the Annual Appeal, there are pledge cards on the table at the 
entrance of the Church.  You can complete it and mail it to the Diocese or send it the parish Office.  If 
you are including a check, please make checks payable to The Diocese of Trenton Annual Appeal.  
You may also make an online donation by logging onto www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal.   
Please be sure to list your parish as St. Joseph in Millstone Twp.   If you would like more information 
about the Annual Catholic Appeal you can go to our parish website 
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/annual-catholic-appeal  - there, you will be able to view the Bishop’s 
video and more.  Thank you for your generosity and support.      

***** 

 
SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH 
Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph  
Church as the charity you wish to support.  Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating a portion to 
the parish.  You do have to designate St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your charity.  You also have 
to use the Amazon Smile site instead of the normal Amazon site.   
Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657  
(a direct link) or go to our website and click the link.  Thanks for your support!  

 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.dioceseoftrenton.org/catholicappeal
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/annual-catholic-appeal
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657
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PARISH INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 732-792-2270 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM – 2:30PM 

Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road  

                                                         Millstone Twp, NJ  08510 

WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG  
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Michael P. Lang – Pastor 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Rev. Daniel Murphy – Weekend Assistant 
sabatman_2000@yahoo.com 

  

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon 
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net 

Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary & 

 Coordinator of Religious Education 
Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net  

Carmen Santos, Pastoral Associate 

carmenstjoseph@optonline.net  

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader 
Kris0373@aol.com  

 

MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday Evening – 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri – 9:00AM 

 

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin 

 

Confessions: At this time, Confessions are  

               Offered by appointment only.   

 
BAPTISM – The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 PM.  Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to 
the Baptism.  Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office.  Sponsors 
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish – Sponsors must be active practicing 
Catholics.  The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.   
 
Marriage – Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in 
advance of the wedding.  Refer any questions to the Pastor.   
 
Sick Calls – Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by 
a Priest.  If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive 
Communion please call the Parish Office 
 
Registration – We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.  
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch.  Registration is 
required for sponsor forms. 
 
Sponsor Certificates – This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.  
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member 
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within 
the Church.   
 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:sabatman_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:carmenstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com
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