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MASS SERVED BY CONNECT

San"-da Rev. Michael P. Lang, Pastor

frmikastiosept@optontive.net  TIC 132-792-2271

5:00 PM
Rev. Dan Murphy, Retired Assis-  Yebsite:
SUNDAY tant

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM sabatman_2000@yahoo.com  www.stjosephmilistone.org

Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. Chris Chandonnet, Deacon Facebook:
chirisstfoseph@optonline.net
9:00 AM

Masses are also
livestreamed

Carmen Santos, Pastoral Assoclate @stjosephchurchmilistone
carmenstfoseph@optonline.net Twitter:
Genevieve Semanchick
Parish Secretary & CRE

Jeanstjosepli@optonline.net

@frmikestjoseph



Some thoughts from Fr. Mike...
Dear Friends,

John the Baptist was a prophet. He was a
chosen messenger whose role in life was to prepare
the way for God’s entry among God’s people. At
some point he came out of the desert and captured
the imagination of the people who flocked to hear
him. His message was clear and direct. He told
them that the long awaited day of salvation was
about to dawn on them. While the main message
he spoke gave hope, some of his words stung his
listeners as John reprimanded them for having
lifestyles which were causing them to be careless
and apathetic. John cautioned the people to do
penance and to reform their lives because God’s
kingdom was at hand. John’s voice and his
message continue to urge us to prepare a place for
the Lord in our hearts.

Advent is an invitation to conversion and John
the Baptist gives us down to earth advice on how to
change our lives for the better. He speaks of filling
in valleys of prejudice, leveling the mountains of
pride and straightening out the crooked paths of
injustice. Today is a wonderful day to examine our
lives to see what needs a complete turning around
in order to allow God to come close to us. The
theme for the second week of Advent is PEACE. So
often peace escapes people because of the dark
corners that we do not want disturbed in our lives.
In refusing to confront those dark recesses, peace
escapes from our grasp. When peace is kept at a
distance, the result is turmoil, unrest and guilt. In
the life of faith, peace comes from knowing that God
is with us. Peace can only come when the
obstacles which prevent God from being close are
removed. Preparing a way for the Lord means a
readiness to walk a new path. Christ cannot save
us without our cooperation.

It is only when we are ready to walk a new path
that we can focus on the responsibility that each one
of has of announcing Christ to others. Our every-
day life is a message telling everyone through acts
of honesty, kindness, integrity and faithfulness that
Christ is right here with us.

One thing that God desires for us is the
experience of peace in our lives. May each one of
us allow Advent to be a time of spiritual awakening
so that we may have the gift of peace that has been
offered to us through our Savior.

Peace, prayers and love to all of you,

Fr. Mike
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Mass Schedule + Readings

Saturday  December-5 Advent Weekday
(Is 30:19-21; 23-26 Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a; 6-8)

5:00pm Auna Wonén b Her Family

Sunday December-6 2™ Sunday of Advent
(Is 40:1-5,911 2Pt3:8-14 Mk 1:1-8)
9:00am Augelina & Michael Camenino
b Their Family
11:00am  Awgele & Theresa Fiorino
b Angela & Michael Laucik
Monday December-7 St Ambrose
(Is 35:1-10 Lk 5:17-26)
9:00am Edmond Pasinskc o His Family
Tuesday  December-8
The Immaculate Conception of Mary
(Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38)
9:00am WanyEllen Woodside b The Hileman Family
7:00pm Nick (Costagliola b His Family

Wednesday December-9

St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
(Is 40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30)

Edleen Dunne b Bill & Marie Schubel
December- 10 Advent Weekday
(Is41:13-20 Mt11:1115)  Plo Hace

Friday December-11 St Damasus
(Is 48:17-19 Mt 11:16-19)

Rendell Role b Jim & Francine King

9:00am
Thursday

9:00am

Saturday  December-12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
(Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a; 10ab Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47)

5:00pm Giovanni Serévancel i Mary Bollhofer
Sunday December- 13 3" ' Sunday of Advent

(Is 61:1-2a,10-11 1:Thes 5:16-24 Jn 1:6-8, 19-28)
9:00am Eloive Sawicki b The Schlegel Family
11:00am Hechaela Morans b The Francisco Family

Sanctuary Candle... this week
Anna Morin b Her Family

To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved
one, Please call the office @ 732-792-2270. The donation is $10.00

Prayer Chain Contacts:
Patty Hileman 732-446-7651 Mary Costagliola 732-446-4255

Please Keep in your prayers:

The sick and the lonely, the safe return of our service men and
women, for vocation to the priesthood and religious life and for
the hungry and the homeless.



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Tuesday, December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary and is a Holy Day. Mass
will be celebrated at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM. Mass will also be live streamed. The Parish Office will
be closed in observance of the Holy Day.

*hkkk

CHRISTMAS MASSES

It seems certain that the limitations caused by the threat of the Coronavirus will remain in place
through Christmas. Of course with the limitations of the number of people that are permitted in the
Church at a given time will pose challenges to be able to accommodate everyone who wishes to be
present for Mass. For this year, the Bishop has given permission for Christmas Masses to start
earlier than normal with the first Mass of Christmas Eve being permitted to start at 2:00 PM. The
Mass schedule for this year will be different than our normal schedule. Christmas Masses will be
celebrated on Christmas Eve at 2:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM and 8:00 PM. On Christmas morning
Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM. There will not be a Midnight Mass this year.
There is no way of knowing how many people will try to attend each Mass. Unfortunately, once we fill
up, doors will be locked. Churches simply cannot pack people in as we have become accustomed of
doing. Itis advised that people plan to arrive early. To be fair, there will be no saving of seats.
People will be seated on a first come, first served basis. Masses will be live streamed and we hope
to use the Parish Hall for overflow, although that space is limited is well. Christmas celebrations may
be different this year and even bring some challenges because of restrictions and limitations, but the
Coronavirus must not prevent us from celebrating and rejoicing at the gift of the Messiah. Now,
perhaps more than ever, we must hold on to the hope that God has given us by coming among us
and giving us new life!

*kkkk

EMERGENCY HOUSING AND ADVOCACY PROGRAM - (Homeless Program) - as many of you are
aware, our parish has participated in the Emergency Housing Program by hosting up to 12 men on
Sunday evenings from December until the end of March. With the Coronavirus, the Board of
Directors of EHAP has decided that this year they will not run the program where various Houses of
Worship participate. No solution could be found to offer the program and provide safety for everyone
involved. The EHAP will still be offering assistance to the homeless but will focus on a State
administered program to offer assistance. They are also setting up an emergency "motel” fund that
would be used when immediate assistance is not available from the State in various instances. If you
would like to donate to this fund you may either send a donation to the Emergency Housing and
Advocacy Program, 41 Throckmorton St, Freehold, NJ 07728. Please indicate it is for the "motel"
fund. If you prefer, you may send the donation to St. Joseph Church and we will issue the check to
the fund. (this keeps you off of the list used to solicit donations.)

*kkkk

50/50 RAFFLE

The annual 50/50 Raffle sponsored by the Men’s Guild will take place on Sunday, December 13.
Raffle tickets have been mailed out to parishioners. Anyone who did not receive the raffle tickets or
anyone who would like additional tickets may pick them up in the Parish Office. The proceeds from
the raffle will be used by the Men’s Guild to help the parish and help others in need of assistance.
The Men’s Guild has supplied gift certificates for families in need and have most recently sponsored
the purchase of equipment for our live-stream. They have also paid for some major needed repairs to
the generator. Your support is greatly appreciated as the Men’s Guild tries to continue to support
those in need and the parish endeavors.
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GIVING TREE.

It saddens me to say that | do not believe we can have the Giving Tree Program in the traditional way
where you purchase gifts for needy individuals and families. Collecting and giving out the gifts this
year opens us to possibly spreading or contracting the Virus. The Children's Home, has to be
extremely careful so that the Virus is not spread among their residents. So, for this year, we will only
do gift cards. We already have a number of families asking for help and it would be wonderful to be
able to give each resident of the Children's Home a gift card (there are more than 170 residents
there). If you would like to participate, just purchase a gift card and bring it in. The most beneficial
gift cards for families are Walmart and Shoprite. Some families are looking for no other gift than to be
able to provide food for their family. If you would like to provide a gift card for a child, the most
requested gift cards in previous years have been for Amazon, Target, Kohls and Walmart. The most
requested gift cards for adults have been for Amazon, Home Depot, Walmart, Target and Costco. |If
you would like your gift to go to a particular group (Children's Home, a family, an adult or a child),
please just designate that and | will be sure that it is given to the right person. We will begin
collecting the gift cards right away. This way, we will be able to give them out and parents will have
the opportunity to get something for their children before Christmas. As always, we will accept
monetary donations to help those who desperately need help with utilities, etc. Thanks!

*kkkk

THE READER’S CLUB

The Readers' Club of St. Joseph Church continues to meet virtually. The next book selected by the
Reader’s Club is A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner. The discussion for the book will take place
on January 6, 2021 at 7:00PM (it will be a virtual discussion). To get reminders from the Reader’s
Club contact Fran — ambiofran@gmail.com so she can place you on the contact list.

Fkkkk

GOD AND YOU: PRAYER AS A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP

Get ready to join us for a book discussion on God and You: Prayer as a Personal Relationship by Fr.
William A. Barry, S.J. This book describes what prayer can be when seen as a conscious relationship
of a person with God. With only twelve short chapters, it is a small book that offers varying
approaches to prayer that aim at deepening our friendship with God. Fr. William Barry is a trained
spiritual director, author and educator and has spent much of his life training new spiritual directors.
The book is available through Amazon for $8.95. For further information or to register please email
Carmen Santos at carmenstjoseph@optonline.net. We will hold the discussions about the book in
January if there is enough interest, so be sure to let Carmen know that you are interested.

Fkkkk

RITE of Christian Initiation of Adults

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a wonderful faith journey for those who wish to be
Baptized, those who are Baptized and are now interested are interested in joining the Catholic
Church and those who have not completed the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation). The RCIA is a journey of faith where people are encouraged to discern God's call in
their lives. Itis not a typical classroom setting. Our Catholic beliefs are introduced and explained and
participants in the RCIA are encouraged to see how our beliefs, practices, Liturgies and Sacraments
can have an impact in everyday situations. Anyone and everyone is invited to "come and see" to find
out if the RCIA process is what you are being drawn to in your life. RCIA sessions are ready to
resume, although at this time the meetings will be help outdoors or via Zoom. If you are interested or
would like more information, contact Fr. Mike — frmikestjoseph@optonline.net or 732-792-2270.

Fkkkk
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FOOD COLLECTION
You can still drop off donations in the box on the lower level or in the bin that is outside the
front door to help those who may need something. The need for assistance continues to
grow. Food banks are receiving more requests for assistance as people face financial challenges.
Your donations are appreciated and your donations continue to reach those who are in need.

*kkkkk

SUNDAY MASS — The public celebration of Sunday Mass takes place on Saturday evening at 5:00
PM and Sunday morning at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM. We only have one-third of the capacity in the
Church. Please remember that masks must be worn and cover mouth and nose. Also, doors are
locked at the start of Mass so that there is no need for people to wander around looking for a seat —
so please arrive before Mass begins. For complete details about the restrictions and policies please
go to our website https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/covid-19-related-news. Masses will also be live
streamed at https://vimeo.com/event/106444, on our parish website at www.stjosephmillstone.org/live-
stream on our Facebook Page www.facebook.com/stjosephchurchmillstone and on the Parish
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/c/StlosephChurchMillstoneTwp

Fkkkk

DAILY MASS

We have resumed the public gathering for Mass at 9:00 AM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday with no more than 50 people. Mass will also be live streamed at 9:00 AM on those days. If
you miss the live stream, it is recorded and available to watch later on any of the sources listed under
Sunday Mass above.

*kkkk

PARISH GROUPS

Parish groups will have the ability to have meetings in the Parish Hall. Each group will make the

decision about holding meetings. There will be policies that must be followed including:

- masks must be worn by all who attend (at all times)

- social distancing must be observed

- alist of attendees must be submitted

- food will not be permitted at this time

- papers, etc. may not be handed out at the meeting. They should be sent by email and printed by
each participant.

- Only one group at a time will be permitted to meet.

- Meetings must be scheduled with Fr. Mike

It is not advisable for those at high risk due to the Coronavirus to attend. If you are not well, have a

fever, aches, or any flu-like conditions, please do not attend. At the present time, there will still not

be any large parish events held inside since they pose a risk of exposing people to the Coronavirus.

If there are significant spikes in cases of Coronavirus in the area, meetings may be suspended.

Fkkkk

A NOTE ON MASKS

Masks are required for all events in the Church. Masks must cover mouth and nose and form a
barrier. Some people have started wearing clear plastic masks that are meant for food preparation.
Those masks do not meet the criteria for helping to block the spread of disease. Those masks do not
form a barrier at the nose. We are adhering to the recommendations prescribed by the professionals
as well as the regulations of the Diocese. Thank you for cooperating and having a willingness to
protect the health of others.

*kkkk
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FOOD COLLECTION
You can still drop off donations in the box on the lower level or in the bin that is outside the
front door to help those who may need something. The need for assistance continues to
grow. Food banks are receiving more requests for assistance as people face financial challenges.
Your donations are appreciated and your donations continue to reach those who are in need.

*kkkkk

BAPTISMS

We are scheduling Baptisms. The number of people permitted at a Baptism is limited. Only one
family at a time will be scheduled for Baptism. It is good news that we are welcoming God’s little
ones. Those who would like to schedule a Baptism, may call the parish office to schedule the
Baptism of your child.

*kkkk

STAY CONNECTED = FIND THE LATEST NEWS

Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events through social media. Find out what is going on at our
website at www.stjosephmillstone.org. Connect with the parish on Facebook. Give our page a like to
keep informed about events. You can find the parish page on Facebook at St. Joseph Catholic

Church Millstone Twp. NJ or @stjosephchurchmillstone.  Stay informed — stay connected!

*kkkk

HELP US TO BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU

The Parish uses Flocknotes which is a program to send out email and text messages to parishioners.
This will allow us to stay in touch about parish events, emergency closings and important information.
To benefit from this, you must sign up with your cell phone number and/or email address. In the
present time, it is important that we have a way to get news out to everyone. We will use Flocknotes
to let parents know if Religious Education classes are canceled and we send out reminders about
scheduled closings for holidays, etc. It is easy to be on the notification list — just text the code sjmill to
84576 and follow the prompts. You may also go to our website to be included —
stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes. Just enter your information and follow the prompts. You can then
select the groups that you want information from. All information is confidential. Others are not able
to view your information. Please remember that email and text message will be sent from Flocknotes.
Thanks!

Fkkkk

M 2cariskh g/ (Giving

A convenient way to donate is through online

Parish Giving. This is offered free of charge to you so that you may make donations by credit card or
transfer from your checking account. Check it out at WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link for Electronic Giving. You can then set up an account
or choose a onetime donation without an account. If you have any questions about this, please email
or leave a message for Fr. Mike

Fkkkkk

SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH

Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph

Church as the charity you wish to support. Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating a portion to
the parish. You do have to designate St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your charity. You also have
to use the Amazon Smile site instead of the normal Amazon site.

Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657

(a direct link) or go to our website and click the link. Thanks for your support!
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PARISH INFORMATION
Parish Office: 732-792-2270
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM - 2:30PM
Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road

Millstone Twp, NJ 08510
WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG

PARISH STAFF MASS TIMES

Rev. Michael P. Lang - Pastor
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net

Saturday Evening - 5:00 PM

Rev. Daniel Murphy - Weekend Assistant
sabatman 2000@yahoo.com Sunday Morning - 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary &
Coordinator of Religious Education
Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
Carmen Santos, Pastoral Associate Confessions: At this time, Confessions are

carmenstjoseph@optonline.net Offered by appointment only.

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader
Kris0373@aol.com

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri - 9:00AM

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin

BAPTISM — The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1°* and 3™ Sunday of the
month at 12:30 PM. Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to
the Baptism. Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office. Sponsors
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish — Sponsors must be active practicing
Catholics. The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.

Marriage — Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in
advance of the wedding. Refer any questions to the Pastor.

Sick Calls — Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by
a Priest. If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive
Communion please call the Parish Office

Registration — We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch. Registration is
required for sponsor forms.

Sponsor Certificates — This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within
the Church.
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“TreeRemoval  TIMBERWOLF TREE SERVICE _ -Tomming
* Stcump Grinding INSURED 609) 918-1668 * Hedge Trimming
* Lots Cleared ( ) - * Firewood

* Quality Mulich

www.timberwolftreeservice.com

* Quality Work
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