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Some thoughts from Fr. Mike… 
 

Dear Friends,  

    Given his situation, John the Baptist could hardly 

be blamed for wanting to confirm the true identity of 

Jesus.  John’s outspokenness in front of King Herod 

earned him imprisonment in a dungeon and the 

prospect of death.  In his prison cell John had been 

hearing stories about the peaceful behavior of Christ 

which did not fit his own expectations of a stern 

Messiah ushering in an age of fiery judgment.   

     Anxious to find out if Christ was the promised 

one for whom he had prepared the people by his 

preaching, john sent his messengers to Jesus with the 

urgent question, ‘Are you the one who is to come or 

are we to await someone else?’   The reply given by 

Jesus indicated that his ministry was one of healing, 

and life-giving.  The deaf were hearing, the blind 

were being given sight.  People were beginning to 

experience new life and the poor were receiving the 

Good News that God was on their side.  John would 

not be slow to draw the conclusion from such an 

answer that Christ was indeed the long awaited 

Messiah.  John could face death with the assurance 

that his own life had been meaningful and 

worthwhile.   

     The Gospel poses the question of our own 

acceptance or rejection of the person of Jesus.  The 

question voiced by John has relevance in every age 

and is of importance to us, because the basic 

requirement for entry into the Kingdom of God 

depends on welcoming Jesus and placing no 

obstacles to his working in our lives.  Advent is a 

wonderful time to assess what impact or influence 

Jesus has on our behavior by reviewing in our minds 

and hearts the values that are reflected in our actions.   

    For those who would truly welcome him, Jesus 

demonstrated compassion for their past sins.  Jesus 

offered understanding for their bruised soul and the 

wounded heart.  This is what Jesus wants us to 

realize.  Jesus is ready to offer us what we need if we 

truly welcome and accept Him, the way of life that 

he calls us to live and accept the gifts that come from 

Him to give us strength.  The best gift we can offer 

ourselves at Christmas is an open heart for the one 

who came to bring new life.     
 

Peace, prayers and love to all of you, 

Fr. Mike  

        

 

Mass Schedule + Readings 
Saturday         December-  10    Weekday 
                                (Sir 48:1-4, 9-11   Mt 17:9a, 10-13) 

5:00pm                Anna Morin    r/b  Her Family 

Sunday          December- 11      1st Sunday of Advent 
             (Is 35:1-6a, 10   Jas 5:7-10   Mt 11:2-11) 

9:00am            Dec’d Mbrs of the Lancia & Gilch Families 
                         r/b   The Gilch Family 

11:00am           Ellen Bolton  r/b    James & Deanna Murray 
 

Monday         December- 12    Our Lady of Guadalupe 
                (Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47)       

9:00am            Healing Intentions of Kevin Simacek     
                                         r/b   Frances DeRosa 
Tuesday        December- 13     St Lucy 
                             (Zep 3:1-2, 9-13   Mt 21:28-32) 
9:00am             Jean Diceglie   r/b  Jimmy Foley & Family 

Wednesday   December- 14    St John of the Cross 
                                 (Is 45:6c-8, 21c-25   Lk 7:18b-23)        

9:00am              Ray Kalainikas   r/b   Deb Smarth 

Thursday       December- 15     Advent Weekday 
                               (Is 56:1-10   Lk 7:24-30)     NO MASS 

Friday            December- 16     Advent Weekday 
                        (Is 56:1-3a, 6-8   Jn 5:33-36)      

9:00am            Donald Ficken   r/b   Geraldine Daum 

 

Saturday        December- 17    Late Advent Weekday 
                          (Gn 49:2, 8-10   Mt 1:1-17) 

5:00pm            Richard Bautista    r/b   Mickie Bautista 

Sunday          December- 18     4th  Sunday of Advent  
                        (Is 7:10-14   Rom 1:1-7   Mt 1:18-24)    

9:00am             Edna Simacek   r/b   Frank Simacek 

11:00am           Diana Redish   r/b  Joyce Schmitt 

 

 
 
 
 Sanctuary Candle… this week 

Dec’d Mbrs of the Reilly & 

Semanchick Families  
                  r/b   Jean & John   
 
 
To dedicate a Sanctuary Candle in memory of or for the intention of a loved 
one. Please call the office @ 732-792-2270   
The donation is $10.00 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 
Patty Hileman    732-446-7651        Mary Costagliola    732-446-4255 
 

Please Keep in your prayers:  The sick and the lonely, the safe return of 

our service man & women, for vocations to the priesthood and religious life 
and for the hungry and the homeless
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
The Mass schedule for Christmas is: 
               Christmas Eve – December 24  -  4:00PM     6:30PM       12:00 Midnight 
               Christmas Morning – December 25 -   9:00AM and 11:00AM 

***** 
 

LECTORS 
The new Lector Workbooks for the coming Liturgical year are available.  Please pick up your copy 
from the Sacristy. Thanks! 

***** 
 

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY 
Today, Sunday, December 11 is Hospitality Sunday.  You are invited to come to the Parish Hall after 
the 9:00AM and 11:00AM Masses for refreshments and some time to socialize with other 
Parishioners.   

***** 
 

GIVING TREE PROGRAM 
Thank you to everyone who has taken a tag from the Giving Tree.  Please remember 
that everything is due today, December 11.   Thanks you very much for your generous 
support and helping others to feel thought about at Christmas.        

***** 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS HOSPITALITY SUNDAY 
There will be an additional Hospitality in December on Sunday, December 18.  This is being 
sponsored by the Men’s Guild – our Parish Men’s Group.  Enjoy a continental breakfast after the 
9:00AM or 11:00 AM Mass.  Come and enjoy! 

***** 
 

50/50 RAFFLE 
The annual 50/50 Raffle sponsored by the Men’s Guild will take place on Sunday, 
December 18.  Raffle tickets have been mailed out to parishioners.  Anyone who 
did not receive the raffle tickets or anyone who would like additional tickets may 
pick them up in the Parish Office.  The proceeds from the raffle will be used by the 
Men’s Guild to help the parish and help others in need of assistance.  The Men’s 
Guild has supplied gift certificates for families in need and have generously helped 
out with various projects around the church.  Your support is greatly appreciated as 
the Men’s Guild tries to continue to support those in need and the parish 
endeavors.   

***** 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Anyone who would like to contribute toward the decorations/flowers for Christmas in 
memory or in honor of a loved one will find envelopes on the table at the entrance of the 
church. List the names of those you wish to have remembered.  All those listed on the 
envelopes will be remembered at our Christmas Masses.  

***** 
 

OPLATEK   
 
 
For those who use it during your celebrations, Oplatek – the Christmas Wafer – is 
available in the Parish Office.     

***** 
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PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER DURING ADVENT 
It is a wonderful expression of faith to pray for one another.  During the 
Season of Lent, we had a program where people took a few moments 
and said a prayer for others in the parish.  So let us do it again during 
Advent.  Each Wednesday night at 7:00PM take a few moments to pray 
for others in the parish.  Every Wednesday during Advent an email will 
be sent as a reminder to take a moment to pray.  The Advent prayer will 
be included in the email.  Let us lift one another up in prayer.   

***** 
 

MEN’S GUILD 
 
The Men’s Guild, our Parish Men’s Group, will meet on Tuesday, 
December 13 in the Parish Hall.  All men of the parish are welcome to 
be part of the Men’s Guild.  For more information about the Men’s Guild, 
contact Dave dcerulosr@gmail.com.  Hope to see you at the meeting! 

***** 
 
 

READERS’ CLUB 
The Readers' Club has chosen Beloved by Toni Morrison for the next book.  It was 
published in 1987 and was the winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1988 for fiction.  The 
work examines the destructive legacy of slavery as it chronicles the life of a black 
woman named Sethe from her pre-Civil war Days as a slave in Kentucky to her time in 
Cincinnati, Ohio in !973.  The next meeting will take place on Monday, December 12 at 
7:30PM in the Parish Hall.  The theme for refreshments is Christmas.  For more 
information about the Reader’s Club or to RSVP contact Fran - ambiofran@gmail.com.   

**** 
 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Thank you for your continued generosity with the food donations.  There will always be 
a need for assistance with food for many people so we will continue to collect food, 
paper goods and toiletries in the bins inside the church entrances.  After the first and 
third Sundays of the month volunteers will deliver the donated items to the Millstone 

Community Center where they are greatly appreciated and will reach those in need.  Thank you again 
for your generosity.   

***** 
 
 

BUS TRIP TO SIGHT & SOUND 
The Ladies of St. Joseph is organizing a bus trip to the Sight & Sound 
Theatre in Ronks, PA, on Saturday, March 25, 2023.    We will be 
traveling in a deluxe motor coach to the theatre to see the play 
“MOSES”.  The story is about a baby who was set adrift and now 
wandering in the wilderness, Moses is one unlikely hero — until God calls 
him into action. From the Nile River to the Red Sea, journey with Moses 
as he leads God's people on an amazing adventure toward the Promised 
Land. 
The approximate cost is $150 (for bus and play ticket; lunch is not 
included).  The approximate times for departure and arrival from church 
parking lot is 8 AM and 6 PM.  The show would be 11:00 AM with lunch 
around 1:30 PM.   There are 56 seats on the bus; so first come, first 
go.  Contact Jo Ann Kronenthal 732-446-4326 or 
jannkronenthal@gmail.com  by JANUARY 4, 2023. 

****** 

mailto:dcerulosr@gmail.com
mailto:ambiofran@gmail.com
mailto:jannkronenthal@gmail.com
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RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
RCIA sessions take place each Sunday, unless otherwise noted on Sunday 
mornings after the 9:00AM Mass.  If you are interested, or know of someone 
who is interested, please contact Fr. Mike – frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 
or 732-792-2270.  The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a faith 
journey for those who wish to be Baptized, those who are Baptized and are 
now interested are interested in joining the Catholic Church and those who 
have not completed the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and 
Confirmation).  The RCIA is a journey of faith where people are encouraged to 
discern God's call in their lives.  It is not a typical classroom setting.  Our 
Catholic beliefs are introduced and explained and participants in the RCIA are 
encouraged to see how our beliefs, practices, Liturgies and Sacraments can 
have an impact in everyday situations.  Anyone and everyone is invited to 
"come and see" to find out if the RCIA process is what you are being drawn to 
in your life.  RCIA sessions have resumed.  If you are interested or would like 

more information, contact Fr. Mike – frmikestjoseph@optonline.net or 732-792-2270. 
***** 

 
            
CHOIRS, CANTORS AND MUSIC MINISTRY 

Do you love to sing?  Do you use your voice to praise God?  The parish 
choirs would celebrate to have you join either the St. Choir or the 
Children’s Choir.  You do not need to be a professional singer to be part 
of the choir.  If you have a good voice and feel comfortable in leading 
singing, why not use your talent to be a Cantor at Mass?  Can you play 
an instrument and willing to put your talent to use as we gather to 
celebrate Mass?  Perhaps you would like to join the contemporary 
group.  None of these opportunities demand a great deal of time – just a 
commitment and willingness.  If you would like to become part of a 
choir, serve as a Cantor or lend your musical abilities, you can sign up 
by visiting our parish website https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/music-
ministry or email Kristine at kris0373@aol.com.    
Let us always be willing to praise our loving God.   

***** 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Please sign up to serve at Mass.  Now that everyone will be coming forward to receive the Eucharist 
again, Eucharistic Ministers will be needed at each Mass.  If Deacon Chris is present, we will need 2 
Eucharistic Ministers.  If Deacon Chris is not present, we will need 3 Eucharistic Ministers.  The sign-
up sheet is located on the bulletin board outside of the library.  Thanks 

***** 
 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms are celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 12:30 PM.  Up to four families will 
be scheduled for each celebration of Baptism.  If you would like to schedule Baptism for your child, 
please call the parish office 732-792-2270.     

***** 
 

TRANSPORT PEOPLE FROM MILLSTONE MANOR TO CHURCH 
On Sunday mornings, some of our parishioners transport residents of Millstone Manor to our Church 
for Mass.  There is a need for some additional drivers to fill in the schedule.  If you are willing to help, 
or want to find out more information, please contact Mickey at brunonap@AOL.com.  THANKS 

***** 
 

mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/music-ministry
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/music-ministry
mailto:kris0373@aol.com
mailto:brunonap@AOL.com
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ALTAR SERVERS 
We invite Altar Servers back to serve at Mass.  If you have already been trained as an Alter Server 
and are willing to serve at Mass, please go to https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/altar-servers and 
complete the form online.  If you would like to be an Altar Server, we are glad to have you serve.  
Those currently in grades 4-12 may serve as Altar Servers.  Just sign up on the parish website - 
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/altar-servers.  Training will be provided.  Thanks! 

***** 

 

BAPTISM BIBS 
While the practice of giving out Baptism bibs has been suspended during the pandemic, we will soon 
begin using Baptism bibs again at our celebrations of the Sacrament of Baptism.  If any of those who 
have so lovingly made the Baptism bibs can continue, that would be very much appreciated.  New 
people who would like to make the bibs are also welcome.  If you would like to see a sample, please 
see Fr. Mike.   The Baptism bib is a symbol of the newly Baptized child putting on Christ.  The 
purpose of having parishioners make the bibs instead of using prepackaged felt bibs, is to 
demonstrate that we are all connected in faith and as community.  While making the bibs, many have 
prayed for the child who will receive it.  If you have questions or just want some more information, 
give Fr. Mike or see him after Mass.  Thanks! 

***** 
 

SHOP AT AMAZON - SUPPORT THE PARISH 
Help support the parish by designating St. Joseph  
Church as the charity you wish to support.  Eligible purchases will result in Amazon donating a portion to 
the parish.  You do have to designate St. Joseph Church, Millstone Twp. as your charity.  You also have 
to use the Amazon Smile site instead of the normal Amazon site.   
Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657 (a direct link) or go to our website and click the link.  
Thanks for your support!  

***** 
 

POSITION AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH 
A part-time position is available in the parish for Janitorial/Maintenance.  

Responsibilities include cleaning and keeping the building tidy.   The hours are a bit 
flexible and are about 20 hours per week.  For more information or to apply contact 
Fr. Mike at the parish office 732-792-2270 or frmikestjoseph@optonline.org.   

***** 

 

   LEGION OF MARY 
The Legion of Mary meets on Wednesday mornings after the 9:00AM Mass.  The Legion of Mary is 
an international association of members of the Catholic Church.   Anyone in the parish is invited to 
come to find out more about the Legion of Mary. You are invited to join our Marian one-day retreat 
organized the Immaculate Conception Curia Legion of Mary of Monmouth and Ocean Counties on 
Saturday, November 19 from 10:00AM until 2:00PM at St. Veronica Church in Howell, NJ.  Bring your 
own lunch.  For information call Rosalie 732-589-9649. 

***** 
 
 

   LIVE STREAM OF MASS –  
Masses continue to be live streamed at https://vimeo.com/event/106444, on our parish website at 
www.stjosephmillstone.org/live-stream on our Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/stjosephchurchmillstone and on the Parish YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/c/StJosephChurchMillstoneTwp   

**** 
 
 
 
 

https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/altar-servers
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/altar-servers
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6103657
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.org
https://vimeo.com/event/106444
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/live-stream
http://www.facebook.com/stjosephchurchmillstone
http://www.youtube.com/c/StJosephChurchMillstoneTwp
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 STAY CONNECTED – FIND THE LATEST NEWS  
Don’t forget to stay in touch with parish events through social media.  Find out what is going on at our 
website at www.stjosephmillstone.org.  Connect with the parish on Facebook.  Give our page a like to 
keep informed about events.  You can find the parish page on Facebook at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church Millstone Twp. NJ or @stjosephchurchmillstone.     Stay informed – stay connected! 
***** 

 

 

A convenient way to donate is through online  
Parish Giving.  This is offered free of charge to you so that you may make donations by credit card or 
transfer from your checking account. Check it out at WWW.stjosephmillstone.org and click on 
“Contribute/Donate” then click on the link for Electronic Giving. You can then set up an account 
or choose a onetime donation without an account.  If you have any questions about this, please email 
or leave a message for Fr. Mike  

***** 
 

HELP US TO BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU 
The Parish uses Flocknotes which is a program to send out email and text messages to parishioners.  
This will allow us to stay in touch about parish events, emergency closings and important information.  
To benefit from this, you must sign up with your cell phone number and/or email address.  In the 
present time, it is important that we have a way to get news out to everyone.  We will use Flocknotes 
to let parents know if Religious Education classes are canceled and we send out reminders about 
scheduled closings for holidays, etc.  It is easy to be on the notification list – just text the code sjmill to 
84576 and follow the prompts.  You may also go to our website to be included – 
stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes.  Just enter your information and follow the prompts.  You can then 
select the groups that you want information from.  All information is confidential.  Others are not able 
to view your information.  Please remember that email and text message will be sent from Flocknotes.  
Thanks! 

***** 

 
The Diocese of Trenton is committed to the initiatives outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s 
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People in regard to the reporting 
and investigation of sexual abuse allegations involving minors.  If you have been 
sexually abused as a minor by a member of the clergy or anyone representing the 
Catholic Church, or if you know of someone who was, you can report that abuse 
through the diocesan Abuse Hotline: 1-888-296-2965 or via e-mail 
at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations 
of sexual abuse to the appropriate law enforcement agencies. Anyone with an 
allegation is also encouraged to provide that information to local law enforcement 
authorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
https://www.stjosephmillstone.org/flocknotes
mailto:abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org
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PARISH INFORMATION 
Parish Office: 732-792-2270 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30AM – 2:30PM 

Mailing Address: 91 Stillhouse Road  

                                                         Millstone Twp, NJ  08510 

WWW.STJOSEPHMILLSTONE.ORG  
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Rev. Michael P. Lang – Pastor 
frmikestjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Chris Chandonnet, Permanent Deacon 
Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net 

 

Vicki Craig, Pastoral Associate 

vickicstjoseph@gmail.com 

 

Jean Semanchick, Parish Secretary & 

 Coordinator of Religious Education 
Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net  

 

Kristine Reide, Music Ministry Leader 
Kris0373@aol.com  

 

MASS TIMES 

 
 

Saturday Evening – 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday Morning – 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 

Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri – 9:00AM 

 

Holy Days: as listed in the bulletin 

 

Confessions: At this time, Confessions are  

               Offered by appointment only.   

 
BAPTISM – The Sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at 12:30 PM.  Parents are asked to register for a Baptism Preparation Session prior to 
the Baptism.  Baptisms must be scheduled in advance by calling the Parish Office.  Sponsors 
must obtain Sponsor forms from their home parish – Sponsors must be active practicing 
Catholics.  The Sacrament of Baptism is not celebrated during the Season of Lent.   
 
Marriage – Diocesan policy requires that arrangements for Marriage be made one (1) year in 
advance of the wedding.  Refer any questions to the Pastor.   
 
Sick Calls – Please contact the Parish Office when someone is seriously ill requiring a visit by 
a Priest.  If someone is unable to attend Mass on a regular basis and would like to receive 
Communion please call the Parish Office 
 
Registration – We are glad you are here and want you to feel like a full member of the parish.  
Registering as a parishioner helps us to know who you are and to stay in touch.  Registration is 
required for sponsor forms. 
 
Sponsor Certificates – This is a form required to be a Godparent or Sponsor for Confirmation.  
To receive a form, the following is required: -Be a registered, active (attends Mass) member 
of the parish (for at least 6 months); be at least 16 years of age; must have completed the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation; If married, have a valid marriage within 
the Church.   
 

http://www.stjosephmillstone.org/
mailto:frmikestjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Chrisstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:vickicstjoseph@gmail.com
mailto:Jeanstjoseph@optonline.net
mailto:Kris0373@aol.com
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