
Important: Please take this newsletter away with you.  Do not leave it in the pew or return it to the literature tables. 

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
59 Park Ave. (at 38th St.), New York, NY  10016 

CHAPEL OF THE SACRED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY 
325 East 33rd St. (bet. 1st and 2nd Aves.), New York, NY  10016 

Parish Office (Our Saviour): (212) 679–8166 w office@oursaviournyc.org w Chapel: (212) 213–6027 

Serving the Murray Hill and Kips Bay Communities 

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  – 20 December 2020 

Sunday Masses 
5:00 p.m. (Our Saviour) – Saturday Vigil 
8:00 a.m. (Sacred Hearts) 
10:00 a.m. (Our Saviour) 
12:00 Noon (Sacred Hearts) – Live streamed via YouTube  
3:00 p.m. (Sacred Hearts) – Korean-English bilingual 
5:00 p.m. (Our Saviour) 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday following the 7:45 a.m. Mass until Benediction  
 at 11:50 a.m. (Our Saviour) 

Daily Masses (Monday-Friday) 
7:45 a.m. (Our Saviour) 
12:00 Noon (Our Saviour) 
5:15 p.m. (Sacred Hearts) 

Confessions 
Mon., Wed., Fri.: 11:40–11:55 a.m. (Our Saviour) 
Tues. & Thurs.: 7:20–7:40 a.m. (Our Saviour) 
Thurs.: 4:45–5:10 p.m. (Sacred Hearts) 
Sat.: 4:30–4:50 p.m. (Our Saviour)

MASS INTENTIONS  
Sunday, 20 December – Fourth Sunday of Advent (O clavis David) 
5:00 p.m. Peggy Glynn + 
8:00 a.m. Livia Iannucci + 
10:00 a.m. All Parishioners, Living and Deceased 
12:00 p.m. Benjamin Vanduuren + 
5:00 p.m. Donald & Mary Theresa Litner + 
Monday, 21 December – St. Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor of  
 the Church (O Oriens) 
7:45 a.m. James H. Neelan + 
12:00 p.m. Catherine Maier + 
5:15 p.m. Rita Berge & Anne Cajighs + 
Tuesday, 22 December – O Rex gentium 
7:45 a.m. Peter DiGilio + 
12:00 p.m. Bernadette Shanaghy + 
5:15 p.m. Ines Santoro + 
Wednesday, 23 December – St. John of Kanty, Priest  
 (O Emmanuel) 
7:45 a.m. Peggy Glynn + 
12:00 p.m. Christine Targlioni (L) 
5:15 p.m. Najar Rehouma + 
Thursday, 24 December – Advent Weekday; Vigil of the Nativity 
of the Lord 
7:45 a.m. Kenneth E. Nielsen + 
4:00 p.m. Children & Youth served by CCNY 
6:00 p.m. Celebrant’s Intention 
Friday, 25 December – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
8:00 a.m. All Parishioners, Living and Deceased 
10:00 a.m. Edith A. Robbins + 
12:00 p.m. Kenneth E. Nielsen + 
Saturday, 26 December – St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
5:00 p.m. Collette Murphy + 

Mass Intentions may be reserved through the Parish Office. 

Thank you for your financial support. There are cash boxes 
in the Church and Chapel for you to drop your offering.  We 

are also able to accept offerings through our website 
oursaviournyc.org. 

Reconciliation Monday – 21 December 
Confessions will be heard at  

Our Saviour from 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
and Sacred Hearts from 4:00–8:00 p.m. 

Make a good confession before Christmas!  Social distancing will be observed. 

MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY 
(Covid conditions permitting) 

Christmas Eve – 24 December 
4:00 p.m. Sacred Hearts (Cantors and Organ) 
6:00 p.m. Our Saviour (Cantors and Organ) 
On 24 December, the 7:45 a.m. Mass will be said.   

This is the last Mass of the Season of Advent.  
 The Noon Mass will not be said on 24 December. 

Christmas Day – 25 December 
8:00 a.m. Sacred Hearts (No Music) 

10:00 a.m. Our Saviour (Cantors and Organ) 
12:00 Noon Sacred Hearts (Cantors and Organ) 

The cantors will sing carols fifteen minutes before Masses with music. 
Reservations are not required, but we encourage parishioners to arrive early. 

N.B. There are no evening Masses on Christmas Day. 

This week, the church and the chapel will be decorated for 
Christmas.  While we are unable to take up collections during 
the pandemic, we are happy to accept offerings to help defray 
the cost of the poinsettias that adorn our altars during the 
Christmas season.  Flower offerings may be given in memory 
of a deceased loved one.  Please make sure that your offering 
is marked “Christmas Flowers”.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 

In your prayers, please remember all those who are infected 
with COVID-19, and all those who are hospitalized in the 
hospitals within our parish, as well as Domenick & Lee 
Zernone, who are ill. 



Important: Please take this newsletter away with you.  Do not leave it in the pew or return it to the literature tables. 

COVID-19 Vaccine: Earlier this week, as the first COVID-
19 vaccines were administered in the United States, Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, chairman of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on 
Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City 
in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, issued a statement on the new COVID-19 vaccines. 
In their statement, the bishops address the moral concerns 
raised by the fact that the three vaccines that appear to be 
ready for distribution in the United States all have some 
connection to cell lines that originated with tissue taken from 
abortions. 
With regard to the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, they 
concluded: 
“In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the lack of 
availability of alternative vaccines, the reasons to accept the 
new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are 
sufficiently serious to justify their use, despite their remote 
connection to morally compromised cell lines. 
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be 
understood as an act of charity toward the other members of 
our community.  In this way, being vaccinated safely against 
COVID-19 should be considered an act of love of our neighbor 
and part of our moral responsibility for the common good.” 
With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the bishops found it 
to be “more morally compromised” and consequently 
concluded that this vaccine “should be avoided” if there are 
alternatives available. “It may turn out, however, that one does 
not really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not without a 
lengthy delay in immunization that may have serious 
consequences for one’s health and the health of others,” the 
bishop chairmen stated. “In such a case … it would be 
permissible to accept the AstraZeneca vaccine.” 
At the same time, the bishops also warned that Catholics 
“must be on guard so that the new COVID-19 vaccines do not 
desensitize us or weaken our determination to oppose the evil 
of abortion itself and the subsequent use of fetal cells in 
research.” 

Reflection for the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent:  And the angel came to 
her.  That she was a virgin, we may 
learn from her behavior, from her 
modesty, from her speech, from the 
mystery.  She whom no men might 
look upon was alone in her room, and 
only the angel found her.  She is saluted 

by the angel when alone, without a companion, without a 
witness, lest she should suffer hard from profane conversation.  
A message so great and full of mystery needs to be uttered not 
by the mouth of man but of an angel.  Today we first hear the 
words: “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you.”  They are heard 
and believed.  Then she says: “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; be it done to me according to thy word.”  Consider her 
humility, consider her devotion.  She whom the Lord has 
chosen for his mother, calls herself his handmaid; she is not 
forthwith lifted up on account of the promise. 

  – From a Homily of St. Ambrose, Bishop 

The Sanctuary Lamp at Our Saviour burns this week in loving 
memory of Kenneth E. Nielsen and the Sanctuary Lamp at 
Sacred Hearts burns this week in loving memory of the Cassar 
& Giuffrida Families. 

St. Nicholas Project: You can bring relief to a family in an 
already trying year.  Open your heart and bring warmth and 
hope to those in need this Christmas Season by making a 
donation or by participating in the Adopt-A-Family program. 
Catholic Charities ensures that more than 1,100 families in 
need receive coats, hats, sweaters, blankets, and more each 
Christmas.  Together, we can keep hope alive this Christmas 
season and serve many more than we ever thought possible! 
Many New Yorkers don’t earn enough to pay for basic winter 
necessities like heat or warm clothes, and as we all know, the 
holidays can stress already tight budgets.  Your generosity can 
help provide holiday gifts and winter necessities to more than 
1,100 families in need. 
A donation of $200 will provide for a family of four and $300 
for a family of six.  Double your giving power with a matching 
gift from your company. 
Every $50 gift allows Catholic Charities to provide gifts of 
necessities for one individual during the holiday season. 
When you make a contribution or Adopt-A-Family, your 
support will make a difference in the lives of New Yorkers 
during this holiday Season. To learn more and to contribute, 
visit www.catholiccharitiesny.org. 

The archdiocesan Family Life Office is seeking entries in its 
annual Longest Married Couple Search for couples living 
in the Archdiocese of New York and married sacramentally for 
65 years or more. 
Held in conjunction with World Marriage Day, 14 February, in 
honor of the vocation of marriage and family life around the 
world, the longest married couple will be determined by how 
long a couple is married as of 14 February 2021. 
Entries must include the couple’s names, address, marriage 
date (month, day, year), and parish, along with contact 
information of the person making the submission, to 
kathleen.crayne@archny.org or (646) 794-3182.  The deadline 
for entries is Sunday, Jan. 17. 

A Year of Saint Joseph: Pope Francis has proclaimed a “Year 
of Saint Joseph”.   In doing so, he has encouraged us to say this 
prayer: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

During these final days of the Advent season and, indeed, 
throughout the Christmas season, this is a wonderful prayer to 
recite every day. 
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TH E  OR D E R  O F  MA S S  
The readings and congregational prayers for today’s Mass can be viewed on your smart phone at 

https://oursaviournyc.org/sunday-mass or scan the QR code below. 
 

 

Organ Voluntary Two settings of Rorate cæli desuper Charles Callahan (b. 1951) 
  Jeanne Demessieux (1921–1968) 

Introit  cf. Isaiah 45:8 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 

let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 

Hymn at the Procession Veni Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lowly exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 

 Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,  
Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show 
And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
From ev’ry foe deliver them 
That trust thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Kyrie Mass for Advent and Lent Theodore Marier (1912–2001) 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 89(88):2–3, 4–5, 27, 29 
 Theodore Marier 

 

Gospel Acclamation Theodore Marier 

 

Offertory cf. Luke 1:28, 42 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; 

blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
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Sanctus  Theodore Marier 

 

Agnus Dei  Theodore Marier 

 

Communion cf. Isaiah 35:4 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

and his name will be called Emmanuel. 

Solo at Communion  from Messiah  George Frideric Handel (1685–1759) 
Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God.  

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished,  
that her Iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill made low; 

the crooked straight and the rough places plain. 

Organ Voluntary O come, O come, Emmanuel Alec Rowley (1892–1958) 

Musicians for today’s Mass: 
Ben Keiper, Cantor 

Paul J. Murray, Director of Music and Organist 


