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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

2 6  JO H N  ST R E E T      S TO N Y P O I N T ,  N E W Y O R K  1 0 98 0      WW W. I M M A CU L A TE SP . O R G 

 SERVED	BY	 
Rev. Herbert T. DeGaris --------------------------------------- Pastor 
Deacon Philip Marino 
Deacon John Sadowski 
Rev. Msgr. William J. Foley ----------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
 

 THE 	SACRAMENT	OF	THE	EUCHARIST  
 Sunday | Main Church in Stony Point 
Saturday Evening An cipated Mass --------------------- 5:30 PM 
Sunday Morning ------------------------------- 9:30 and 11:30 AM 
 

 Sunday | Church in Tomkins Cove 
Sunday Morning --------------------------------------------- 7:30 AM  
 

 Weekday 
Monday thru Friday ----------------------------------------- 7:30 AM 
Saturday ------------------------------------------------------- 8:30 AM 
 

Holy Days of Obliga on: 5:30PM - Vigil   7:30AM and 12 Noon 
St. Gregory Barbarigo at 7:30 PM 
  
 D E V OT IO NS  
Rosary: Recited daily a er the 7:30 AM Mass 
 

Novena: Monday a er the 7:30 AM Mass the Miraculous 
Medal Novena is prayed. 
 

 

RECTORY OFFICE 
786-2742 | 942-2614 fax 
r547@archny.org 
 

Margie Celenza 
Parish Secretary  
 

Monday thru Friday: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM; 
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard on 
Saturday a ernoon from 4:00 to 5:00 PM and any me upon 
reasonable request. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: First & Third Sundays at 1:00 PM. 
Expectant parents may contact the Rectory Office to schedule one 
of the available Sundays. Adults are bap zed and confirmed at 
the Easter Vigil a er comple ng the stages of the Rite of Chris an 
Ini a on.   
 

RCIA – Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults: A process for those 
who wish to enter the Catholic Faith, or for present Catholic 
individuals who a er being bap zed may need to receive the 
sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirma on. For more 
informa on, please call the Rectory Office. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Since Catholic marriage 
requires a me of prepara on, arrangements should begin at 
least six months before the proposed date of the wedding to allow 
for the Marriage Prepara on Program and Natural Family 
Planning (NFP). It is required that either the bride or groom must 
be a registered and prac cing member of Immaculate Concep on 
Church. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: If you are planning to enter the 
hospital for surgery, experiencing a prolonged or serious illness, 
or are very weak due to advancement of age, please call the 
Parish Rectory to arrange for the sacraments of reconcilia on, 
communion and anoin ng at home. Communal anoin ng of the 
sick is celebrated at mass during the Advent and Lenten seasons. 
Please no fy us of any hospitaliza on so that we may be of 
assistance. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS: The Immaculate Concep on 
community warmly welcomes you! Please introduce yourself to 
the celebrant of the mass you are a ending as you leave the 
church so that, on behalf of the en re community you may be 
welcomed. You can register at the Parish Office and receive any 
informa on needed from the office recep onist. Kindly no fy us 
of any change of address. 

“O	Mary,	conceived	without	sin,	pray	for	us	who	have	recourse	to	you.”	 

T H E  R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Ughetta Jilleba, Coordinator 
Immaculate.prep@yahoo.com 
 

24 East Main Street  
Stony Point, NY 10980 
786-5298  
 

Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 8:30 PM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immaculate Concep on Parish is a Chris an 
community of disciples in the Roman Catholic tradi on, called by 
Jesus, united in Eucharis c worship and growing in faith, hope and 
love. Nourished through the sacraments and strengthened by God’s 
transforming love, we are empowered to know the gospel message 
and to witness to others. As Chris an stewards, we are thankful for 
God’s many gi s and we commit ourselves to share our me, talent 
and treasure in Christ-like service within our parish community and 
beyond. We seek God’s blessing and guidance to be faithful to this mission. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 3, 2021 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The feast of the Epiphany, which was kept in the 
East and in certain Western Churches before being 
observed in Rome, seems to have been originally a 
feast of the nativity. Epiphany means manifestation. 
What the Church celebrates today is the 
manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after 
being made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem, 
He is revealed to the Magi who have come from the 
East to adore Him.  
 
In the adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi, we 
see, in a way, the beginnings of the Christian faith. 
The Epiphany is indeed a great Feast, and the joy 
caused by the birth of Jesus must be renewed on it, 
for as though it were a second Christmas Day, it 
shows us our Incarnate God in a new light. At 
Christmas it was a few Shepherds that were invited 
by the Angels to go and recognize the Word made 
flesh but now, at the Epiphany, God himself calls 
the whole world to adore this Jesus like the Magi, 
on bended knee.  
 
Next weekend we celebrate the Baptism of the 
Lord. That will be the final day of our joyful 
Christmas Season. It would be nice to continue to 
see the Christmas lights continuing to light up our 
evenings. I do understand the need to remove a 
dried-out tree that has passed its time. If all of us 
could hold onto some part of the season until next 
Sunday evening that would be a true witness of us 
celebrating not just a day, but the true meaning of 
this Christmas season.  
 
Our 2:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass was the largest 
congregation at mass since we returned to public 
celebrations. Once the church reached its maximum 
capacity, another 35 parishioners made their way to 
the auditorium. I thank them and all parishioners 
who are remaining diligent in keeping with our 
temporary restrictions. 
 
As we begin a new year, I feel this is a good time to 
remind everyone of the restrictions and practices 
put in place during public mass as the pandemic 
continues.  What is boldfaced are areas we have 
neglected. 
 

Parishioners may only enter church through the 
main entrance. Parishioners with handicap needs 
may enter the side door leading into Sacred 
Heart Chapel.  
You are asked to have your masks on before you 
enter the church. Please use the hand sanitizer 
present before entering the pews of the church.  
There is no socializing by parishioners once 
they enter the church. A simple wave upon 
seeing someone for the first time in a while is 
acceptable. Please do not go over to the person 
for a ‘brief chat’. Since we are in the presence of 
the Blessed Eucharistic, offer a prayer for that 
person instead. Only families living under the 
same roof may sit together. A parishioner should 
not be sitting together with someone who is not 
living in their house. 
Parishioners may leave their contributions in 
baskets placed at each door where they may put 
their offering in as they leave mass. You may also 
mail or drop off your offering at the Rectory or use 
the electronic giving program.  
At Communion time, please use the white 
markings are on the floor as a guide to stand at 
proper social distance. The individual will receive 
in the hand with their mask on, move to the side, 
pull down their mask to consume the Holy 
Eucharist, place back their mask over their mouth, 
and proceed back to their seat.  
Masks must remain on until parishioners are 
back in their cars. Presently, the pews can only 
allow for 75 individuals. With anticipated husband 
& wives sitting together and families, I see the 
allowance of 133 people at each mass for the time 
being. 
 
May 2021 be a better year for all of us! May we 
soon see the decline of this pandemic. May our lives 
start to return to normal. May 2021 also be the year 
we attain true world peace. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

-Fr. Herbert T. DeGaris  
 

 
 



January 3, 2021                                                                                         Epiphany of the Lord                   

 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION “My Time with Jesus” – Our Faith in Action 

 
Why Pray for Others? 
Did you know…. One comforting aspect of Catholic theology is the teaching on intercessory prayer (praying on behalf of 
another is characteristic of a heart attuned to God’s mercy). Since prayer is to our lives what fuel is to an engine, it is 
important to know that others are praying for you, whether or not you know who or when. While we can pray for 
ourselves, and we should, we can and ought to pray for each other also. Prayers are never wasted -they are still effective 
and valuable. God hears everyone’s prayers – so, why not pray for others or ask others for their prayers? 
The Gospel has numerous examples in which people asked Jesus for healing, not for themselves, but for others. That is 
intercessory prayer. When Jairus approached Christ (Mark 5:22-43), he asked Jesus to heal his dying daughter. He was 
praying for her. Jesus allowed him to intercede on behalf of his daughter and cured her miraculously. The Roman 
Centurion (Luke 7) sent messengers to ask Jesus to heal his slave. Here both the Centurion and the messengers were 
asking for help on behalf of another. Did Jesus rebuke the servants and say, “Tell your master to ask me in person 
himself?” No, Jesus allowed the Roman to intercede for his slave and allowed the servants to intercede as well. 
Intercessory prayer works, not by necessity, but by the will of God. 
Catholicism not only teaches that you and I can pray for others and that others can pray for us, but the doctrine of the 
Communion of Saints teaches that the saints in heaven and the souls in purgatory can pray for us as well. Death does not 
destroy the bonds of love. The dead can pray for us, and we can pray for the dead. The saints in heaven, however, do not 
need our prayers since they are already in heaven and have what they want and need. Those in hell cannot be helped, nor 
do they want to be. The souls in purgatory, however, can be helped by our prayers. We do not know how or when they are 
helped any more than we know how when our prayers here on earth help the living. Praying for the dead is a good thing in 
that it shows a respect for their immortal souls. 
When we pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary or to the saints, we are asking for their intercessory prayers. Only adoration 
prayer is worship, and that is reserved for God alone. We do not give adoration prayer to Mary or any of the saints. We 
can use the prayer of petition, however, especially intercessory pray. If we can ask others for your prayers, then we can 
ask a saint in heaven or even the Mother of Jesus for her prayers. 
Praying is communicating with the soul. Praying to the saints is not worshipping the saints, but communicating with them 
in the only way possible. It doesn’t matter what language you pray in. God not only understands every language on earth, 
but He knows our thoughts before we speak them. 
 
Something to think about … Prayer to our lives is what fuel is to an engine. Scripture describes intercessory prayers as 
building bridges between God and those we are praying for. This means filling a gap between the person who needs the 
prayer but is in one way or another unable to pray for his/her needs to Our Heavenly Father. 
So, today and everyday… As we begin a new year ahead, let us be mindful to do good, avoid evil, pray on behalf of 
others and ask others to pray for you. 
 
 Intercessory Prayer for Families:  Father, wash all broken families in Your Precious Blood and cleanse all negative 
feelings they have for each other and fill them with your unconditional love.                                  
God, take away from them all bitterness, anger and the desire to hurt one another. May they grow strong in Your Love. 
Father, have mercy on those families where they have made no time for prayer. May they draw closer to you through 
daily family prayer.  Father, we pray for all those who are struggling with sickness, financial problems, and other 
sufferings. Be merciful to them and help them in their needs. God, we pray that all families may give the first place to 
Jesus in their hearts and thus become your witnesses. Father, give us real sorrow for all our sins and give us the 
strength to live a virtuous life and to always glorify You. Amen. 
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FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Lord, the task is impossible for me but not for you.  
Lead the way and I shall follow. 

Mary Slessor. 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there 

and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You. Amen 

 
 
 

CALENDAR RAFFLE 
Calendar Raffles will be available for purchase at 
the Rectory.  We depend heavily on this fundraiser 
to defray the costs of maintaining the Parish 
Religious Education building and other expenses.  
Tickets are $10.00 each, and hold 120 opportunities 
to win cash prizes ranging from $25.00 to $100.00 
over a period of four months.  Raffles will be drawn 
daily from February 1, 2021 through May 31, 
2021.  These can be great Parish Lottery ticket’s to 
give to your family, friends and co-workers and our 
odds are better than the regular lottery!  What a 
great way to spread our parish family name! We 
thank you in advance for participating in our 
Religious Education fundraiser.  If you would like 
more tickets please and cannot come to  the Rectory 
feel free to text Suzanne at 548-0681 and she will 
actually deliver them to your home or mailbox! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2ND 
5:30  For the People of the Parish 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3RD 
7:30  Andrzej Winiarski  (req. by Tish Messinger)  
9:30  The Schell & Grein Families  (req. by Family)                 
11:30 Pasquale DiGasbarro  (req. by family) 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 4TH     
7:30  Tracey Pappalardo (req.by Ed & Ellen Goggin)            
 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 5TH   
7:30   Dave Paul  (req. by Ed & Ellen Goggin)                          
             
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6TH 

7:30   Lydia Rodriguez  
                   (req, by Joe & Norma Rodriguez)  
 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY 7TH  
7:30  Patricia Caramelle  (req. by family) 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY  8TH 
7:30  Kevin Feeney  (Friends at NY Blood Center)  
                                               
SATURDAY, JANUARY 9TH  
8:30  Mary Gaynor  (req. by family)   
5:30  Patricia Bocchino  (req. by The Tiso Family)           
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10TH 
7:30    For the People of the Parish   
9:30    Edward Laiso  (req. by Juliana Leach) 
11:30  Peter & Dorothy McCarron  (req. by family)                            
 
 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All those who are ill at home, in the hospital and in 
nursing homes, especially:    John Capria, Lauren 
Shields, Billy Keenan, Joyce Robinson, Mary Murnane,    
Ruth Ann Melia. 
 
Our recently deceased: Hector Martin and Santa 
LaNotte.  
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NEXT  WEEKEND 
SECOND COLLECTION – JANUARY 10TH 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN & 
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA 

 There will be a second collection next weekend, 
part of a combined collection and we ask your 
generosity in order to assist these programs.   
   The Catholic Communication Collections help 
spread the word of God throughout our nation by 
using modern technologies and they need your 
support in order to accomplish their ministry.   
 The Catholic University of America is the only 
Catholic University sponsored directly by the 
American Bishops and it is certainly a great 
worthwhile benefit to support it.   
     Next week's second collection will be a 
combined collection for both of these worthy 
causes and we ask you to be as generous as 
always. 

 
 
 

RCIA CONGRATULATIONS 
Marris Szeliga was Welcomed into our Parish 
program during the Rite of Welcome at the 11:30 
Mass on Sunday 20 December. She is in formation, 
attending Mass weekly and classes with the hope of 
receiving her initiation into the Catholic Faith at the 
Easter Vigil in 2021. May God continue to bless her 
dedication and faith formation. 
 

MIDNIGHT RUN 
Christmas joy was brought to our brothers and 
sisters on the street in Manhattan. Many thanks to 
everyone who volunteered in any way, donating 
clothing, blankets, sack lunches, toiletry kits, 
cookies and snacks. Special thanks to the Stony 
Point Girl Scouts for their wonderful generosity in 
preparing wrapped “shoe box” presents and goody 
packages that were greatly appreciated. The entire 
group of volunteers, including Santa brought the 
spirit of Christmas and the generosity and 
fellowship of our entire parish community. Thank 
you to everyone who participated in any way. 
Merry Christmas and God Bless All of Us. 
 
 
 
 

BAPTISM 
 The Sacrament of Baptism is usually 
celebrated on the first and third Sunday of every 
month.   We would ask you to please contact the 
rectory at (786-2742) before the date to make an 
appointment.  
 
 All Baptism requests require a copy of the child’s 
Birth Certificate, which must be brought to the 
rectory office at the time of arranging a date.  
God/Parent/Sponsor forms are required for each 
God Parent.  They may attain this certificate from 
their home parish where they worship at the present 
time.    If  a God Parent is a parishioner of 
Immaculate, they simply need to speak to Fr. 
DeGaris. 

 
 

 

The Flowers this Week are 
In Loving Memory of  

George Giddies Sr. 
Donated by 
The Family 

 
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
Sunday Collection  Dec. 20, 2020 was:      $5,208 
Sunday Collection  Dec. 15, 2019 was:      $6,103 
 
Sunday Collection Dec.  27, 2020  was:     $3,076 
Sunday Collection Dec.  31, 2019 was:      $5,245 
 
We Share Collection for December         $10,085        

 
 

 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 



366 Route 202
Pomona, NY 10970

Sunday-Thursday 11:00am - 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am-10:00pm

Dine In • Take Out • Catering

845.354.1161

(Intersection Route 202 & 45)

gilliGansclambar.com

10 Grassy Point Road 
Stony Point, NY

845-271-3366

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE

Rockland County 
Auto Body, Inc.

Foreign - Domestic
Heavy Collision Work Our Specialty

24 Hour Towing             429-4747
157 Route 9 West, HaveRstRaW

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Inside

Edward C. Finn Funeral Home, Inc.
Parishioner Since 1955 ~ Family Owned & Operated

43 East Main Street, Stony Point · 845-786-2400

10% OFF
with ad

139 Wayne Ave • Stony Point
429-0605

Store Fronts • Wall Mirrors • Table Tops
Tub Enclosures • Replacement Windows
All Types of Insulated & Tempered Glass

Storm Doors & Windows • Autoglass

Commercial & Residential • 24 Hour Emergency Service

STONY POINT
GLASS & MIRROR



AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA

Mountain View 
Deli & Caterers

Mon-Fri: 6aM to 8pM
Sat: 7aM to 8pM 
Sun: 7aM-4pM 354-4253

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Outside

Greg Zurla Auto Body
Foreign & Domestic · Free Pick-up & Delivery

Greg Zurla, Owner

George M. Holt Funeral Home, Inc.
PRE-FUNDED FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS • FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

MONUMENT 
SALES

50 NEW MAIN STREET
HAVERSTRAW, NY

D'A

gostino Irrigation

Sal 845.353.0606
Augie 845.348.9185

Toro
Hunter

Richdel
Weathermatic

James Campbell ConstruCtion
Additions • Siding • Decks

Kitchens • Baths • Remodeling
T: 845-429-5434

 • F: 845-942-2670
Fully Licensed & Insured · R.C. Lic. #B6-08706-00-00 · W.C. Lic. #22509-H09

113 Lake Road East · Congers
268-6665

Route 9 West · Stony Point
786-3500

MICHAEL J. HIGGINS
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

24 Hour Compassion HelplineSM · Prearranged Service (Nationally Transferable)

Respect.
Value.

Simplicity.

100% 
SERVICE 

GUARANTEE

321 South Main Street · New City
634-6110 · 623-2266

ALBERT J. KAISER, P.C.
LAW OFFICE

~ Established 1854 ~ 

429-2159

845-268-7656
Direct Repair Shop For Major Ins. Co.

160 North route 9 West, CoNgers, NY 10920

738 W. NYACK RD., W. NYACK

Elder Law · Wills
Estates & Trust

Albert J. Kaiser, Esq.
845-634-3700

Experienced - Competent
Thorough - Compassionate

4 Laurel Road · New City, NY 10956

Mount Ivy Shopping Plaza
Thiells-Mount Ivy Road, Pamona

VALENTINE
E L E C T R I C  I N C .

Paul W. Valentine, President
T 845-398-1339         F 845-398-1340

new York CitY, roCkland, new JerSeY
weStCheSter, Ct, VerMont, orange

Valentine electric, inc. | 374 Greenbush road | blauVelt, nY 10913

"Together we keep your joints moving" 

Sports Injuries • Neck & Back Pain 
Gait & Balance Training 

Injury Prevention

(845) 271-4785
 34 West Ramapo Road · Garnerville, NY, 10923

Andrew M. Pereira, 
DPT, HSS-SSE

Specializing in Orthopedic 
Physical Therapy &  

Rehabilitation, helping 
people of all ages  

return to the activities  
that they enjoy.

STAIR LIFTS
$2,795.00

845-323-4167

Free Delivery
All OF 

NOrth rOcklAND

"In Crust, 
We Trust"

845-429-48621 MAiN Street GArNerville, Ny

HEALTHCARE  
& ESSENTIAL

WORKERS

THANK YOU!




