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 SERVED	BY	 
Rev. Herbert T. DeGaris --------------------------------------- Pastor 
Deacon Philip Marino 
Deacon John Sadowski 
Rev. Msgr. William J. Foley ----------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
 

 THE 	SACRAMENT	OF	THE	EUCHARIST  
 Sunday | Main Church in Stony Point 
Saturday Evening An cipated Mass --------------------- 5:30 PM 
Sunday Morning ------------------------------- 9:30 and 11:30 AM 
 

 Sunday | Church in Tomkins Cove 
Sunday Morning --------------------------------------------- 7:30 AM  
 

 Weekday 
Monday thru Friday ----------------------------------------- 7:30 AM 
Saturday ------------------------------------------------------- 8:30 AM 
 

Holy Days of Obliga on: 5:30PM - Vigil   7:30AM and 12 Noon 
St. Gregory Barbarigo at 7:30 PM 
  
 D E V OT IO NS  
Rosary: Recited daily a er the 7:30 AM Mass 
 

Novena: Monday a er the 7:30 AM Mass the Miraculous 
Medal Novena is prayed. 
 

 

RECTORY OFFICE 
786-2742 | 942-2614 fax 
r547@archny.org 
 

Margie Celenza 
Parish Secretary  
 

Monday thru Friday: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM; 
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard on 
Saturday a ernoon from 4:00 to 5:00 PM and any me upon 
reasonable request. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: First & Third Sundays at 1:00 PM. 
Expectant parents may contact the Rectory Office to schedule one 
of the available Sundays. Adults are bap zed and confirmed at 
the Easter Vigil a er comple ng the stages of the Rite of Chris an 
Ini a on.   
 

RCIA – Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults: A process for those 
who wish to enter the Catholic Faith, or for present Catholic 
individuals who a er being bap zed may need to receive the 
sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirma on. For more 
informa on, please call the Rectory Office. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Since Catholic marriage 
requires a me of prepara on, arrangements should begin at 
least six months before the proposed date of the wedding to allow 
for the Marriage Prepara on Program and Natural Family 
Planning (NFP). It is required that either the bride or groom must 
be a registered and prac cing member of Immaculate Concep on 
Church. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: If you are planning to enter the 
hospital for surgery, experiencing a prolonged or serious illness, 
or are very weak due to advancement of age, please call the 
Parish Rectory to arrange for the sacraments of reconcilia on, 
communion and anoin ng at home. Communal anoin ng of the 
sick is celebrated at mass during the Advent and Lenten seasons. 
Please no fy us of any hospitaliza on so that we may be of 
assistance. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS: The Immaculate Concep on 
community warmly welcomes you! Please introduce yourself to 
the celebrant of the mass you are a ending as you leave the 
church so that, on behalf of the en re community you may be 
welcomed. You can register at the Parish Office and receive any 
informa on needed from the office recep onist. Kindly no fy us 
of any change of address. 

“O	Mary,	conceived	without	sin,	pray	for	us	who	have	recourse	to	you.”	 

T H E  R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Ughetta Jilleba, Coordinator 
Immaculate.prep@yahoo.com 
 

24 East Main Street  
Stony Point, NY 10980 
786-5298  
 

Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 8:30 PM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immaculate Concep on Parish is a Chris an 
community of disciples in the Roman Catholic tradi on, called by 
Jesus, united in Eucharis c worship and growing in faith, hope and 
love. Nourished through the sacraments and strengthened by God’s 
transforming love, we are empowered to know the gospel message 
and to witness to others. As Chris an stewards, we are thankful for 
God’s many gi s and we commit ourselves to share our me, talent 
and treasure in Christ-like service within our parish community and 
beyond. We seek God’s blessing and guidance to be faithful to this mission. 

Fourth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

January 31, 2021 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It is that time of year again that all parishes in the 
Archdiocese of New York announce the start of this 
year’s Annual Stewardship. I will briefly be speaking at 
each mass regarding the appeal. This year marks the 42nd 
Anniversary of this Annual Appeal that has benefited so 
many parishes and Archdiocesan programs. In the past 
our own parish benefited from the generosity of the 
appeal. 
 
Today’s gospel tells us about Jesus’ victory over evil 
and sin by casting out the unclean spirit from the man in 
the synagogue.   And the people were astonished.  They 
had never seen anything like it.  The cure of this man 
mirrors our cure whenever we approach the sacrament of 
Penance.  And what effect does this sacrament have? We 
obtain pardon for our sins and at the same time, we are 
reconciled with the church who we have wounded by 
our sins.   
 
The church is a community with Jesus Christ as the 
head.  Whenever we sin, we hurt the church. And 
whenever we do good, we glorify Christ. Jesus 
continually calls us to conversion because he knows how 
weak we are and that we need constant encouragement 
to begin again.  There are three common ways by which 
we express our conversion in relation to ourselves, God, 
and others, namely: fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.  
 
We recognize in the vulnerable and the needy, the image 
of the suffering Christ who reaches out to us and calls us 
to help each other.  I know that for many of you the 
hardship continues.  I know that many people are still 
suffering.  But through it all, we remain united as a 
family; we remain united in Christ.    As Jesus said, 
“Whatever you did for the least of my brothers and 
sister, you did for Me.” 
 
It is in this spirit of conversion, charity, and love of 
neighbor, that I appeal to you once again for your 
generosity in contributing to the Cardinal’s Annual 
Stewardship Appeal.   

+ + + + + 
I always appreciate hearing from parishioners. Thank 
you to those of you who call my office, speak to me after 
Sunday Mass as I greet you as you leave, and even more 

so during this pandemic through notes you include in 
envelopes as many of you continue to mail in your 
weekly contribution.  It was in that final way that I 
received a note last week that led me to think and act on 
something. 
 
Since our return to public worship in mid Spring last 
year, I have been holding confessions in the rectory 
because of the larger office I have compared to the small 
reconciliation room in the church.  It never dawned on 
me that someone might feel uncomfortable coming to 
my office to go to confession where they would rather 
remain anonymous.  Through a simple note from one of 
you this feeling was brought to my attention.   
 
After having a very safe Reconciliation Monday last 
month in the church and last Saturday’s First Penance 
which went beautifully, I have come to realize with 
proper safety precautions in mind that we will return to 
the church for Saturday evening confessions. 
 
Beginning next Saturday, February 6th, confessions will 
be heard in the main church from 4:30 to 5:00 pm.  
Upon entering the church, you will notice myself or the 
Salesian who has mass that evening prepared in the 
corner of the church on the side of the Mary statue.  The 
station will be set up to kneel behind the priest or to sit 
facing him.  As people slowly return to mass, when the 
need arises, we will go back to the full hour of 
confessions. Of course, for those of you who have taken 
advantage of coming to my office and are comfortable 
with that, we will also continue that practice on whatever 
day and time is workable between myself and the 
individual.   
 
This Wednesday is the Feast of Saint Blasé. Because of 
the pandemic, the Archdiocese has asked all parishes not 
to have individual blessings with candles. This year, at 
the end of mass, the prayer will be said from the altar 
and the blessing given. Next week I will be explaining 
how the congregation will be receiving ashes on Ash 
Wednesday which is February 17th. 
 
May God continue to watch over us and protect us, 
 

-Fr. Herbert T. DeGaris 

- 
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SCHOOL OF RELIGION “My Time with Jesus” – Our Faith in Action 

Why Bells? 
 

Did you know… You can hear bells ringing inside and outside Catholic churches around the world. One of the 
most striking features of our churches is a tower or even several towers belonging to what is called the Gothic 
style. This tower is like a finger pointing heavenwards - reminding us of their supernatural destiny. These 
towers house the bells of churches - calling people to worship.  
Bells were in existence and use in the days of Moses. Small bells were part of the ornamentation of the robes of 
the high priest. It is recorded that bells were used at funerals. At the funeral of Alexander the Great, Diodorus of 
Sicily, states how bells were attached all around the funeral chariot. Their sound could be heard from afar. The 
chariot was drawn by 64 mules whose harnesses were decorated with golden bells. 
Since the sixth century AD, outdoor bells have been used to call the monks of a monastery or the people of a 
parish or cathedral to times of prayer. Traditionally, every three hours beginning at 6am, bells would alert 
clergy, religious and laity that it was time to pray and to begin the work day. So, bells would ring again at 9am, 
noon, 3pm, 6pm, 9pm, midnight and 3 am.  
The traditional division of ringing the bells every three hours coincided with the Breviary or Divine Office 
prayed by the monks and nuns in their monasteries. Lauds or Morning Prayer was supposed to be prayed at 
dawn, so 3 am was close enough and thus the bells would ring calling the religious community to common 
prayer.   
At each of the three intervals, the monastics would pray some of the Psalms from the Bible and usually there 
was a reading from the Old or New Testament as well. The Our Father and canticles were emphasized at the 
major hours (Lauds and Vespers). The bells helped everyone in town and at the monastery know what time it 
was in addition to the call to prayer. Gradually, the hours were adjusted to suit the season, but often the bells 
were kept at their chronological hour since so many people in town depended on the ringing to know what time 
it was. 
Church bells also rang to announce the sad news of death, from the pope or the emperor or king; the happy 
news of a new birth or marriage; an end to war; or they could ring just to alert the townsfolk of impending 
danger or calamity. 
Since it was believed that the devil and his demons hated the sound of church bells since they called the faithful 
to prayer, bells were blessed by the bishop with holy oil and holy water. 
Smaller bells, called the Sanctus bells, are used inside the Church to remind people to kneel. When Mass was 
universally celebrated ad orientem (facing east) instead of versus populum (facing the people), and before there 
was a microphone and speaker, people who sat in the rear of the cathedral could not see or hear what the priest 
was doing. The Sanctus bells were rung at the part of Mass (called the epiclesis), where the priest invokes the 
Holy Spirit; at the elevation of the Host immediately after the consecration of the bread; at the elevation of the 
Chalice immediately after the consecration of the wine; and may be rung when the priest consumes the Precious 
Blood from the Chalice. The bells are rung for three short bursts signifying the Holy Trinity. 
Bells are also rung when the priest or deacon blesses the congregation with the Blessed Sacrament when 
contained in the Monstrance.  
 
Something to think about… The sound of the bells is meant to awaken in our hearts the sentiments of faith 
and trust in God - and thus we may feel assured of special protection. 
 
So today and everyday… Let us listen to the voice of the bells as the voice of Christ - for it reminds us of our 
heavenly vocation and supernatural destiny. 
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FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

May you walk gently through the world and know 
its beauty all the days of your life. 

Apache Blessing 

 
 

The Flowers this Week are 
In Loving Memory  

of 
Cosimo Corvasce 

donated by 
the family 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there 

and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You. Amen 

 
 
 

PETER'S PENCE COLLECTION 
FEBRUARY 14TH 

 The Peter’s Pence Collection helps  
support the Holy Father in his charitable 
works.  The Peter's Pence Collection is 
taken up worldwide to support the most 
disadvantaged: victims of war, oppression, 
and natural disaster and others in need of 
emergency assistance.  Be a pilgrim of 
charity - please be generous in this Second  
Collection.   

 
 
 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30TH 
5:30  Anna Sutherland  (req. by Husband)                     
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31ST 
7:30  For the People of the Parish  
9:30  Joan Schuler  (req. by Diane Bronico)  
11:30  Frank Petruzzi  (req. by family)                                     
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST     
7:30  Cosimo Corvasce   (req. by family)            
 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 2ND   
7:30   John Kennedy  (req. by Ed & Ellen Goggin)                
             
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD 

7:30   Jeff  Battaglia    (req. by family)     
 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 4TH  
7:30  Luis A. Reyes  (req. by The Daly Family) 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH 
7:30  George Lodini Sr.   (req. by The Finn Family)              
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH  
8:30  Msgr. William A. Gorman  
              (6th Pastor of Immaculate Conception) 
5:30  George Lodini, Sr.  (req. by family)                                  
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH 
7:30    For the People of the Parish   
9:30    Eileen Keenan  (req. by family) 
11:30  Patrick Devlin   (req. by family)                                                 
 
                                             
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All those who are ill at home, in the hospital and 
in nursing homes, especially:    Eileen Kelly, John 
Capria, Lauren Shields, Billy Keenan, Joyce 
Robinson, Mary Murnane,    Ruth Ann Melia,  
Eric McMahon. 
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TAX INFORMATION   2020 
 If any parishioners require a contribution 
statement for income tax returns, please contact the 
rectory Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 786-
2742. 

WE SHARE 
YEAR-END STATEMENTS 

 All enrolled members with valid e-mails will 
receive  an e-mail from We Share that will contain 
our 2020 Year-End Donations Statement.  Thank 
You. 

  
CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS 

Date Prize Ticket Winner 
2/1 $100 1204 Theresa Dwyer 
2/2 $  50   344 Michael Alvarez 
2/3 $  25 1383 Jay Barry 
2/4 $  25   520 Dan & Colleen Hylas 
2/5 $  25   319 Jonathan Solorzaro 
2/6 $  25   184 Sue Blaschkee 
2/7 $100 1302 Jamie Graham 

 
BEREAVEMENT 

Saint Margaret of Antioch Parish will host a (6) week 
Bereavement Support Program starting Tuesday, 
February 9th.  There will be two sessions:  10 AM for 
first time attendees and 11:30 AM for repeat attendees.   
 
Note:  Face covering is a must, seating 6 feet apart, hand 
sanitizer available,  space limited 
Dates:  February 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16 
Location:  115 W Central Ave, Pearl River, NY - Doyle 
Center (room behind the elevator) 
 
This is a safe place for the bereaved to share, to learn 
about grief & to receive support, empathy & acceptance. 
 
To register please call Tracey at the Parish Center 
Office, 845 735-4746. 

 
FLOWER MEMORIALS 

Flower memorials are available for anyone desiring 
to memorialize a loved one.  The cost is $50 for an 
arrangement of flowers, to be placed near the altar.  
Please call the rectory to reserve a specific date. 
 
 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
 For the month of February we are collecting 
CEREAL.  Thank you for all your generosity it 
is greatly appreciated. 
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
Sunday Collection  Jan. 24, 2021  was:       $5,272 
Sunday Collection  Jan. 27, 2020  was:       $7,288 
 
We Share for the Month of January           $8,312      

 
 



366 Route 202
Pomona, NY 10970

Sunday-Thursday 11:00am - 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am-10:00pm

Dine In • Take Out • Catering
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(Intersection Route 202 & 45)

gilliGansclambar.com

10 Grassy Point Road 
Stony Point, NY

845-271-3366

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE

Rockland County 
Auto Body, Inc.

Foreign - Domestic
Heavy Collision Work Our Specialty
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10% OFF
with ad

139 Wayne Ave • Stony Point
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Store Fronts • Wall Mirrors • Table Tops
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Commercial & Residential • 24 Hour Emergency Service

STONY POINT
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AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA
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Sun: 7aM-4pM 354-4253

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Outside

Greg Zurla Auto Body
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Greg Zurla, Owner

George M. Holt Funeral Home, Inc.
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SALES

50 NEW MAIN STREET
HAVERSTRAW, NY

D'A

gostino Irrigation
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James Campbell ConstruCtion
Additions • Siding • Decks

Kitchens • Baths • Remodeling
T: 845-429-5434

 • F: 845-942-2670
Fully Licensed & Insured · R.C. Lic. #B6-08706-00-00 · W.C. Lic. #22509-H09

113 Lake Road East · Congers
268-6665

Route 9 West · Stony Point
786-3500

MICHAEL J. HIGGINS
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

24 Hour Compassion HelplineSM · Prearranged Service (Nationally Transferable)

Respect.
Value.

Simplicity.

100% 
SERVICE 

GUARANTEE

321 South Main Street · New City
634-6110 · 623-2266

ALBERT J. KAISER, P.C.
LAW OFFICE

~ Established 1854 ~ 

429-2159

845-268-7656
Direct Repair Shop For Major Ins. Co.

160 North route 9 West, CoNgers, NY 10920

738 W. NYACK RD., W. NYACK

Elder Law · Wills
Estates & Trust

Albert J. Kaiser, Esq.
845-634-3700

Experienced - Competent
Thorough - Compassionate

4 Laurel Road · New City, NY 10956

Mount Ivy Shopping Plaza
Thiells-Mount Ivy Road, Pamona

VALENTINE
E L E C T R I C  I N C .

Paul W. Valentine, President
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new York CitY, roCkland, new JerSeY
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Valentine electric, inc. | 374 Greenbush road | blauVelt, nY 10913

"Together we keep your joints moving" 

Sports Injuries • Neck & Back Pain 
Gait & Balance Training 

Injury Prevention

(845) 271-4785
 34 West Ramapo Road · Garnerville, NY, 10923

Andrew M. Pereira, 
DPT, HSS-SSE

Specializing in Orthopedic 
Physical Therapy &  

Rehabilitation, helping 
people of all ages  

return to the activities  
that they enjoy.

STAIR LIFTS
$2,795.00

845-323-4167

Free Delivery
All OF 

NOrth rOcklAND

"In Crust, 
We Trust"

845-429-48621 MAiN Street GArNerville, Ny

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

Daniel L. Hooker, CRPC, LUTCF, FICF
Field Agent

845-548-8350
daniel.hooker@kofc.org

Protecting Catholic Families Since 1882

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.




