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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

2 6  JO H N  ST R E E T      S TO N Y P O I N T ,  N E W Y O R K  1 0 98 0      WW W. I M M A CU L A TE SP . O R G 

 SERVED	BY	 
Rev. Herbert T. DeGaris --------------------------------------- Pastor 
Deacon Philip Marino 
Deacon John Sadowski 
Rev. Msgr. William J. Foley ----------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
 

 THE 	SACRAMENT	OF	THE	EUCHARIST  
 Sunday | Main Church in Stony Point 
Saturday Evening An cipated Mass --------------------- 5:30 PM 
Sunday Morning ------------------------------- 9:30 and 11:30 AM 
 

 Sunday | Church in Tomkins Cove 
Sunday Morning --------------------------------------------- 7:30 AM  
 

 Weekday 
Monday thru Friday ----------------------------------------- 7:30 AM 
Saturday ------------------------------------------------------- 8:30 AM 
 

Holy Days of Obliga on: 5:30PM - Vigil   7:30AM and 12 Noon 
St. Gregory Barbarigo at 7:30 PM 
  
 D E V OT IO NS  
Rosary: Recited daily a er the 7:30 AM Mass 
 

Novena: Monday a er the 7:30 AM Mass the Miraculous 
Medal Novena is prayed. 
 

 

RECTORY OFFICE 
786-2742 | 942-2614 fax 
r547@archny.org 
 

Margie Celenza 
Parish Secretary  
 

Monday thru Friday: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM; 
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard on 
Saturday a ernoon from 4:00 to 5:00 PM and any me upon 
reasonable request. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: First & Third Sundays at 1:00 PM. 
Expectant parents may contact the Rectory Office to schedule one 
of the available Sundays. Adults are bap zed and confirmed at 
the Easter Vigil a er comple ng the stages of the Rite of Chris an 
Ini a on.   
 

RCIA – Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults: A process for those 
who wish to enter the Catholic Faith, or for present Catholic 
individuals who a er being bap zed may need to receive the 
sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirma on. For more 
informa on, please call the Rectory Office. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Since Catholic marriage 
requires a me of prepara on, arrangements should begin at 
least six months before the proposed date of the wedding to allow 
for the Marriage Prepara on Program and Natural Family 
Planning (NFP). It is required that either the bride or groom must 
be a registered and prac cing member of Immaculate Concep on 
Church. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: If you are planning to enter the 
hospital for surgery, experiencing a prolonged or serious illness, 
or are very weak due to advancement of age, please call the 
Parish Rectory to arrange for the sacraments of reconcilia on, 
communion and anoin ng at home. Communal anoin ng of the 
sick is celebrated at mass during the Advent and Lenten seasons. 
Please no fy us of any hospitaliza on so that we may be of 
assistance. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS: The Immaculate Concep on 
community warmly welcomes you! Please introduce yourself to 
the celebrant of the mass you are a ending as you leave the 
church so that, on behalf of the en re community you may be 
welcomed. You can register at the Parish Office and receive any 
informa on needed from the office recep onist. Kindly no fy us 
of any change of address. 

“O	Mary,	conceived	without	sin,	pray	for	us	who	have	recourse	to	you.”	 

T H E  R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Ughetta Jilleba, Coordinator 
Immaculate.prep@yahoo.com 
 

24 East Main Street  
Stony Point, NY 10980 
786-5298  
 

Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 8:30 PM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immaculate Concep on Parish is a Chris an 
community of disciples in the Roman Catholic tradi on, called by 
Jesus, united in Eucharis c worship and growing in faith, hope and 
love. Nourished through the sacraments and strengthened by God’s 
transforming love, we are empowered to know the gospel message 
and to witness to others. As Chris an stewards, we are thankful for 
God’s many gi s and we commit ourselves to share our me, talent 
and treasure in Christ-like service within our parish community and 
beyond. We seek God’s blessing and guidance to be faithful to this mission. 

Second Sunday 
Of Lent 

February 28, 2021 



February 28, 2021                                                                                   Second Sunday of Lent            

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

It is amazing to me that today is the final day of 
February.  For many of us, this month has been one long 
day of snow! With March beginning tomorrow, in two 
weeks’ time, we will put our clocks ahead one hour 
where we will truly see our days being longer. We will 
embrace the Season of Spring on the 20th, and on the 
28th, a month from now, we will begin the holiest of all 
weeks as we begin Holy Week. 

Another day in March which is of importance is the 
14th.  It was on Saturday, March 14, 2020 that the 
Archdiocese of New York along with many other 
dioceses in our area suspended public worship. It is hard 
to believe that in two weeks’ time, it will be one year in 
which our lives have been drastically changed.  

Live streaming mass from my office soon after that date 
last March until the weekend of June 13-14th when 
public worship was once again allowed, then 
anticipating the coming of live streaming from the 
church which began the first week of Advent, has 
allowed us to carry on by way of the celebration of our 
faith. Over this past month, we have witnessed more 
parishioners physically coming back to church.  Last 
weekend, we welcomed 310 people over the four masses 
offered.  That was the highest weekend total of mass 
participation since the return to public worship. 

I would love to welcome even more back!  Presently we 
can have 133 people at each of our masses. Again, to 
remind all of you, after each mass over the weekend our 
church is completely sanitized thanks to our volunteers 
who have taken upon themselves to learn the mechanics 
and use of our misting machine.  Every night as I close 
the church, I mist so that those coming to our 7:30 
morning mass enter a sanitized church.   

With many of us starting to venture out, or maybe never 
stopped going out for everyday necessities to Shoprite, 
Stop & Shop, BJ’s/Costco, and maybe even mall stores, 
I am willing to bet you will be entering a less sanitized 
enclosed building that if you entered our physical 
Church building. I do realize the comfort and safety an 
individual may still feel in rather viewing mass on our 
live stream. That will continue of course, but please 
consider especially during this important season of Lent, 
if you have had any worries or trepidations about 
entering Immaculate Conception Church, to come back 
to in person worship.   

Again, to remind you, every other pew is closed off, 
there are markings which are again blue, (to be easier to 
see than the recent yellow markings), placed every six 
feet. Everyone who enters Immaculate is wearing a mask 
and sanitizes their hands before entering the body of the 
church. Singing is to a minimal and each mass is no 
more than 40 to 45 minutes.  

As I mentioned last week, soon I anticipate receiving 
guidelines from the Archdiocese about the Holy Week 
celebrations.   I am already told that palm will be 
available this year for Palm Sunday, and I will again 
make Holy Water bottles available like last year on 
Easter Sunday to be brought to your homes. Holy 
Thursday, because the Sacred Heart Chapel small size, 
the Altar of Repose will be placed on the main altar in 
the church for adoration after the Holy Thursday 
Evening Mass.  

As we continue to pray for an end to this pandemic, last 
Tuesday our nation paused to remember 500,000 souls 
lost because of Covid-19. So many of us have suffered 
the loss of a loved one, each one continues to be in my 
daily prayer and for their families who continue to 
mourn.   

May our faith continue to strengthen us, may our 
continual prayers and advancement in more and more 
people being vaccinated bring about its end. 

 - Rev. Herbert T. DeGaris 

+ + + + + + + + 
 
 
 
 
 
As of Friday, February 26, 2021, we have received 
49 gifts amounting to $14,450.00 pledged. This 
amount is 29% of our goal of $50,500. As part of 
one’s Almsgiving aspect this Lenten Season, you 
may feel moved to give to this year’s Appeal. 

+ + + + + + + + 
 

FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

My sisters (and brothers) whatever concerns the 
poor is always our concern. 

Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart 
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An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen 

 
 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION “My Time with 
Jesus” – Our Faith in Action 

 
Why do Catholics keep relics? 
Did you know … The word relic comes from the Latin 
reliquia (and in Greek, leipsana agia). The word relic 
means “a fragment” or “remnant of a thing that once was 
but now is no long.” Relics of saints are reminders of 
holy people that the Church has officially declared to be 
saints in heaven. These items have no supernatural 
powers of their own, and even the miracles performed by 
the saints to whom these relics originally belonged 
occurred only by the power of God working through 
them. Scripture teaches that God acts through relics, 
especially in terms of healing. An example is: When 
handkerchiefs or aprons that had been toughed to Paul 
were applied to the sick, the people were healed and evil 
spirts were driven out of them (Acts 19:11-12). 
There are three classes of relics: First-class relics are any 
part of the body of a saint, usually a small piece of bone. 
Second-class relics are small pieces of clothing or 
artifacts the saint personally wore, touched or used. 
Third-class relics are anything which was touched by a 
first-class relic. 
Relics were never worshipped since that would be 
idolatry and a sin against the First Commandment. They 
were honored insofar as they were once part of a saintly 
person who now is considered a friend of God in heaven. 
The practice began when Christians buried their dead, 
unlike the pagan Romans who burned their dead. The 
dead bodies were given Christian burial with the firm 
and certain hope that at the end of time, when the 
Second Coming of Christ took place and before the 
General Judgment of the World, the resurrection of the 
dead would take place. 
So, Christians treated the mortal remains of their dead 
with respect. Roman persecutions lasted three hundred 
years, during which time Christians hid and worshipped 
in the very place where they buried their dead: the 
catacombs. The Romans were very superstitious and 
afraid of these graveyards as they believed that they 
were haunted by the dead. 

Then, in 313 AD Christianity became legal thanks to the 
Emperor Constantine and the Edict of Milan. Emperor 
Constantine’s mother, Saint Helena, began a campaign 
to recover as many relics of Christianity as she could. 
She even led an expedition to the Holy Land. In 
Jerusalem she found the True Cross of Christ on the hill 
of Calvary on which Our Savior, Jesus Christ, had been 
crucified and died. This was the largest and most 
valuable relic known to mankind. She also found the 
nails that were used to crucify Jesus. Pieces were sent to 
the patriarch of Jerusalem, the Pope in Rome, and the 
Emperor himself. The rest was left at the Basilica Saint 
Helena built there. 
Tiny slivers of the True Cross have been handed down to 
various popes, cardinals, bishops, emperors, kings, 
queens, and other nobility throughout Europe and the 
Middle East. Sadly, there were some unscrupulous 
people who sold counterfeit relics to the innocent 
faithful. The Church condemned all sales of relics as 
being the sin of simony and frequently warned people 
not to base their faith on “things” but rather on the truth 
of revelation and on the grace of God. Nevertheless, 
there were many criminals who made money by preying 
on the faithful. 
Today, many authentic relics are embedded in altar 
stones placed inside altars where Mass is frequently 
celebrated just as the early Christians used to celebrate in 
the catacombs. This is the highest honor the Church can 
give to a relic – to place it within an altar where the 
Mass is celebrated. 
Something to think about… why does the Church 
allows saints’ body parts to be scattered for relics but 
forbids the scattering of ashes of the deceased who are 
cremated. The theological term is Natural Law – Nature 
has imprinted a law within the human heart that 
manifests itself in the practice of burying the dead as a 
final act of love and devotion or an act of respect. The 
Church lists one of the corporal works of mercy is to 
bury the dead.  
So, let us remember… Any good that comes about 
through a relic is God’s doing. But the fact that God 
chooses to use the relics of saints to work healing and 
miracles tells us that He wants to draw our attention to 
the saints as “models and intercessors” (CCC828). 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT 
7:30 P.M. IN THE CHURCH 
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CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS 
Date Prize Ticket Winner 
3/1 $  25  542 Joan & Joe Mahoney 
3/2 $100 1243  Alice Catherine Kain 
3/3 $  25 1006 John Wamsley 
3/4 $  25 1095 Cooney 
3/5 $  75 1991 Frances Finger 
3/6 $  25   451 Elaine Peluso 
3/7 $  25 1887 Lisa Sullivan 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
For the month of February we will be collecting 
CEREAL and TUNAFISH.  As always, thank 
you for your generosity and support. 

 
 

LENTEN MITE BOX & ALMSGIVING 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES COMMUNITY 

SERVICES OF ROCKLAND 
           
 Please consider incorporating the “MITE BOX” 
into your Lenten Almsgiving efforts.  All of the 
parishes in our county are being asked to join 
together in support of the charitable efforts of 
Catholic Charities Community Services of 
Rockland (CCCSR).  This year, as you might 
imagine, the need is greater than ever. 
      
For those unable to get a hold of a box, or who 
prefer an alternative approach, we are inviting them 
to incorporate a Virtual Mite Box into their Lenten 
practice and, at the end of Lent, drop a check in 
your parish collection basket/or box or to the 
Rectory in an envelope marked Mite Box Donation. 
The check should be made payable to Catholic 
Charities Community Services.  Thank You. 
 
As we near the end of Lent, your Mite Boxes or 
checks may be deposited into your parish collection 
basket/box or else you may send them into the 
parish office during the week. 

 
“Whatsoever you do for the least of my brothers 

and sisters, that you do unto me.” 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED   
 

SUPPORT 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH 
5:30  For the People of the Parish                     
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH 
7:30  Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother  
9:30  Edward F. Geary  (req. by family)  
11:30 Mario Mariani  
                   (req. by Joann DiGasbarro & Family) 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 1ST     
7:30  Robespierre Smith   (req. by family)            
 
TUESDAY,  MARCH 2ND   
7:30   Domenic Accurso  (req. by family)               
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3RD 

7:30   John Squillante   
              (req. by Mr. & Mrs. Greg D’Auria) 
                                                  
THURSDAY,  MARCH 4TH  
7:30   Brendan Gaynor  (req. by family)                           
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 5TH 
7:30 Mary & Michael Costello  (req. by family)                
                                                   
SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH  
8:30  Msgr. William A. Gorman 
               (6th Pastor of I.C.C.) 
5:30  Anna Sutherland   (req. by husband)                                  
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 7TH 
7:30    Andrzej Winiarski  (req. by Tish Messinger)   
9:30    For the People of the Parish   
11:30  Jim & Martha Faherty   (req. by family)                     
                   

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All those who are ill at home, in the hospital and 
in nursing homes, especially:    Eileen Kelly, John 
Capria, Lauren Shields, Billy Keenan, Joyce 
Robinson, Mary Murnane,    Ruth Ann Melia, Eric 
McMahon. 
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
Sunday Collection  Feb. 21, 2021  was:       $5,207 
Sunday Collection  Feb, 19, 2020  was:       $5,941        



366 Route 202
Pomona, NY 10970

Sunday-Thursday 11:00am - 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am-10:00pm

Dine In • Take Out • Catering

845.354.1161

(Intersection Route 202 & 45)

gilliGansclambar.com

10 Grassy Point Road 
Stony Point, NY

845-271-3366

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE

Rockland County 
Auto Body, Inc.

Foreign - Domestic
Heavy Collision Work Our Specialty

24 Hour Towing             429-4747
157 Route 9 West, HaveRstRaW

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Inside

Edward C. Finn Funeral Home, Inc.
Parishioner Since 1955 ~ Family Owned & Operated

43 East Main Street, Stony Point · 845-786-2400

10% OFF
with ad

139 Wayne Ave • Stony Point
429-0605

Store Fronts • Wall Mirrors • Table Tops
Tub Enclosures • Replacement Windows
All Types of Insulated & Tempered Glass

Storm Doors & Windows • Autoglass

Commercial & Residential • 24 Hour Emergency Service

STONY POINT
GLASS & MIRROR



AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA

Mountain View 
Deli & Caterers

Mon-Fri: 6aM to 8pM
Sat: 7aM to 8pM 
Sun: 7aM-4pM 354-4253

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Outside

Greg Zurla Auto Body
Foreign & Domestic · Free Pick-up & Delivery

Greg Zurla, Owner

George M. Holt Funeral Home, Inc.
PRE-FUNDED FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS • FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

MONUMENT 
SALES

50 NEW MAIN STREET
HAVERSTRAW, NY

D'A

gostino Irrigation

Sal 845.353.0606
Augie 845.348.9185

Toro
Hunter

Richdel
Weathermatic

James Campbell ConstruCtion
Additions • Siding • Decks

Kitchens • Baths • Remodeling
T: 845-429-5434

 • F: 845-942-2670
Fully Licensed & Insured · R.C. Lic. #B6-08706-00-00 · W.C. Lic. #22509-H09

113 Lake Road East · Congers
268-6665

Route 9 West · Stony Point
786-3500

MICHAEL J. HIGGINS
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

24 Hour Compassion HelplineSM · Prearranged Service (Nationally Transferable)

Respect.
Value.

Simplicity.

100% 
SERVICE 

GUARANTEE

321 South Main Street · New City
634-6110 · 623-2266

ALBERT J. KAISER, P.C.
LAW OFFICE

~ Established 1854 ~ 

429-2159

845-268-7656
Direct Repair Shop For Major Ins. Co.

160 North route 9 West, CoNgers, NY 10920

738 W. NYACK RD., W. NYACK

Elder Law · Wills
Estates & Trust

Albert J. Kaiser, Esq.
845-634-3700

Experienced - Competent
Thorough - Compassionate

4 Laurel Road · New City, NY 10956

Mount Ivy Shopping Plaza
Thiells-Mount Ivy Road, Pamona

VALENTINE
E L E C T R I C  I N C .

Paul W. Valentine, President
T 845-398-1339         F 845-398-1340

new York CitY, roCkland, new JerSeY
weStCheSter, Ct, VerMont, orange

Valentine electric, inc. | 374 Greenbush road | blauVelt, nY 10913

"Together we keep your joints moving" 

Sports Injuries • Neck & Back Pain 
Gait & Balance Training 

Injury Prevention

(845) 271-4785
 34 West Ramapo Road · Garnerville, NY, 10923

Andrew M. Pereira, 
DPT, HSS-SSE

Specializing in Orthopedic 
Physical Therapy &  

Rehabilitation, helping 
people of all ages  

return to the activities  
that they enjoy.

STAIR LIFTS
$2,795.00

845-323-4167

Free Delivery
All OF 

NOrth rOcklAND

"In Crust, 
We Trust"

845-429-48621 MAiN Street GArNerville, Ny

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

Daniel L. Hooker, CRPC, LUTCF, FICF
Field Agent

845-548-8350
daniel.hooker@kofc.org

Protecting Catholic Families Since 1882

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.




