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 SERVED	BY	 
Rev. Herbert T. DeGaris --------------------------------------- Pastor 
Deacon Philip Marino 
Deacon John Sadowski 
Rev. Msgr. William J. Foley ----------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
 

 THE 	SACRAMENT	OF	THE	EUCHARIST  
 Sunday | Main Church in Stony Point 
Saturday Evening An cipated Mass --------------------- 5:30 PM 
Sunday Morning ------------------------------- 9:30 and 11:30 AM 
 

 Sunday | Church in Tomkins Cove 
Sunday Morning --------------------------------------------- 7:30 AM  
 

 Weekday 
Monday thru Friday ----------------------------------------- 7:30 AM 
Saturday ------------------------------------------------------- 8:30 AM 
 

Holy Days of Obliga on: 5:30PM - Vigil   7:30AM and 12 Noon 
St. Gregory Barbarigo at 7:30 PM 
  
 D E V OT IO NS  
Rosary: Recited daily a er the 7:30 AM Mass 
 

Novena: Monday a er the 7:30 AM Mass the Miraculous 
Medal Novena is prayed. 
 

 

RECTORY OFFICE 
786-2742 | 942-2614 fax 
r547@archny.org 
 

Margie Celenza 
Parish Secretary  
 

Monday thru Friday: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM; 
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Confessions are heard on 
Saturday a ernoon from 4:00 to 5:00 PM and any me upon 
reasonable request. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: First & Third Sundays at 1:00 PM. 
Expectant parents may contact the Rectory Office to schedule one 
of the available Sundays. Adults are bap zed and confirmed at 
the Easter Vigil a er comple ng the stages of the Rite of Chris an 
Ini a on.   
 

RCIA – Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults: A process for those 
who wish to enter the Catholic Faith, or for present Catholic 
individuals who a er being bap zed may need to receive the 
sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirma on. For more 
informa on, please call the Rectory Office. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Since Catholic marriage 
requires a me of prepara on, arrangements should begin at 
least six months before the proposed date of the wedding to allow 
for the Marriage Prepara on Program and Natural Family 
Planning (NFP). It is required that either the bride or groom must 
be a registered and prac cing member of Immaculate Concep on 
Church. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: If you are planning to enter the 
hospital for surgery, experiencing a prolonged or serious illness, 
or are very weak due to advancement of age, please call the 
Parish Rectory to arrange for the sacraments of reconcilia on, 
communion and anoin ng at home. Communal anoin ng of the 
sick is celebrated at mass during the Advent and Lenten seasons. 
Please no fy us of any hospitaliza on so that we may be of 
assistance. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS: The Immaculate Concep on 
community warmly welcomes you! Please introduce yourself to 
the celebrant of the mass you are a ending as you leave the 
church so that, on behalf of the en re community you may be 
welcomed. You can register at the Parish Office and receive any 
informa on needed from the office recep onist. Kindly no fy us 
of any change of address. 

“O	Mary,	conceived	without	sin,	pray	for	us	who	have	recourse	to	you.”	 

T H E  R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
Ughetta Jilleba, Coordinator 
Immaculate.prep@yahoo.com 
 

24 East Main Street  
Stony Point, NY 10980 
786-5298  
 

Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 8:30 PM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immaculate Concep on Parish is a Chris an 
community of disciples in the Roman Catholic tradi on, called by 
Jesus, united in Eucharis c worship and growing in faith, hope and 
love. Nourished through the sacraments and strengthened by God’s 
transforming love, we are empowered to know the gospel message 
and to witness to others. As Chris an stewards, we are thankful for 
God’s many gi s and we commit ourselves to share our me, talent 
and treasure in Christ-like service within our parish community and 
beyond. We seek God’s blessing and guidance to be faithful to this mission. 

Third Sunday of Easter 
April 18, 2021 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As we continue to celebrate the joy of this Easter 
Season, we may now feel comfortable to put away our 
shovels and containers of salt for the melting of snow.  
That was done this past week at the rectory at over at the 
church.  The trees are budding, the daffodils have 
already made their appearance and even in the back yard 
of the rectory, last year’s Easter lilies that I planted are 
beginning to sprout out of the ground.  
 
This past year, as has been said before, has indeed been 
challenging to all of us. Even before live streaming 
began in my office with daily mass, in offering private 
mass for a few days allowed our church to continue to 
flourish. Not a day went by that a mass was not said. As 
you recall, once I received the proper equipment, Daily 
Mass soon began live streaming from my office.  
Finishing off the season of Lent, going into Holy Week 
then Easter we did the best we could as a People of God 
in furthering our faith. For all of us, in a sense, our lent 
continued until that beautiful Tuesday in June when 
public worship began again and Sunday masses resumed 
that weekend.  
 
Yes, we have indeed journeyed. Which brings us to 
where we are today, with more and more vacancies 
being administered, the light at the end of the tunnel can 
be seen and we continue to head towards that light. 
 
It is with joy I share with you that unlike last year where 
administering sacraments had to be postponed, we are on 
schedule this year with no delay!  On Saturday, May 8th 
we will celebrate First Holy Communion for our Second 
Graders, and on May 22nd the Sacrament of 
Confirmation will be bestowed upon our Eighth Graders.  
God bless these children and their Catechists who started 
as normal as possible with in-person classes but then had 
to go to online learning of their faith. Obviously, 
gratitude as well goes to Mrs. Ughetta Jilleba, 
Coordinator of our Religious Program. 
 
 
Along with our Spiritual Journey, day to day ongoings 
continue. Although we are still restricted from having 
parish gatherings and meetings with full occupancy, 
even the number of people allowed in the rectory as staff 
or volunteers is restricted, we are progressing.  Work 
was able to start up again with the restoration of our 
church building with the new Sanctuary floor and 
refurbished pews and a much-needed update to the 
sacristy.  We now look forward to the complete 
replacement of our worn-out carpeting in the church. 
 

Last week approval was given for this project to 
commence. The new carpet has been ordered. It is now 
being manufactured, and upon its delivery to our carpet 
installer, we anticipate a month from now to install! The 
carpet installer is in contact with the pew company to 
come up with a week to have this project done; to 
remove all the pews, install the carpet, and put back the 
pews.  Right now, they are looking at this being a four-
day project. During that time, Monday to Thursday, the 
church will be closed, and like almost two years ago 
with the blacktopping of the parking lot, daily mass 
those days will be moved to the school.  Actual date will 
be announced once everything is finalized.  
 
Again, all the above work was possible because of your 
generosity to our recent parish’s Renew + Rebuild 
Campaign.  Thank you all for continuing to keep up with 
your pledge redemptions which allows all this work to 
be done. 
 
Finally, the Mass Book will open for the rest of this year 
on Monday, May 10th.  To help avoid the remainder of 
the year intentions being all filled up by August, there 
will be a THREE MASS INTENTION LIMIT.  I am 
sorry for this new policy, but in following this, it will 
allow the parish to have immediate intentions available 
for our day-to-day requests. The allowance of two names 
for each mass, especially since we no longer celebrate 
two masses on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, is not 
permitted by The Code of Cannon Law. This is the Law 
and Regulations of the Catholic Church and states in 
Cannon 948 that only one intention is permissible for 
each mass. As we adopt this new practice of three mass 
limit, I want to thank you for your understanding in this 
matter.  
 
May the joy of Christ’s Resurrection remain in our 
hearts this Easter Season, may Eternal Life be share by 
all of us as we continue our faithful journey of earth. 
 
- Rev. Herbert T. DeGaris 

 
+ + + + + + 

 
 
 
 

As of Friday, April 16, 2021, we have received 134 
gifts amounting to $30,310.00 pledged. This 
amount is 60%  of our goal of $50,500. Thank you 
to those families who have made a pledge. If you 
haven’t pledged, please consider making one this 
year. God bless you all. 
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SCHOOL OF RELIGION “My Time with 

Jesus” – Our Faith in Action 
 

What is the meaning of burning incense? 
 
Did you know…Incense has a long tradition in 
worship. Not only did pagans use incense, but also 
Jews in the Temple service used incense at the 
sacrifice of the animals. 
The use of incense in the ancient world was 
common, especially in religious rites where it was 
used to keep demons away. The Greek historian, 
Herodotus, recorded that it was popular among the 
Assyrians, Babylonians and Egyptians. In Judaism 
incense was included in the thanksgiving offerings 
of oil, rain, fruits, and wine (Numbers 7:13-17).  
 
We do not know exactly when the use of incense 
was introduced into our Mass or other liturgical 
rites. We do know that at the time of the early 
Church, the Jews continued to use incense in their 
own Temple rituals, so we could conclude that the 
Christians would have adapted its usage for their 
rituals. 
The purpose of incensing and the symbolic value of 
the smoke is that of purification and sanctification. 
There is a similarity made of incense and prayer in 
Psalm 141 - “like burning incense let my prayer rise 
to you O Lord.” Moses commanded that in addition 
to sacrifices of animals, incense would burn before 
the Ark of the Covenant (which contained the Ten 
Commandments).  
Incense also creates the ambiance of heaven in The 
Book of Revelation which describes the heavenly 
worship as: “Another angel came in holding a 
censer of gold. He took his place at the altar of 
incense and was given large amounts of incense to 
deposit on the altar of gold in front of the throne, 
together with the prayers of all God’s holy ones. 
From the angel’s hand, the smoke of the incense 
went up before God, and with it the prayers of 
God’s people.” 
 
In the Middle Ages, incense was used for practical 
reasons. Churches, cathedrals and monastery 
chapels were often used as hospitals. Poor hygiene 
resulted in bad smells. So incense was used to 
remove the smells. In the Shrine of Saint James of 
Compostelo in Spain (one of the oldest and most  

 
traveled to pilgrimage sites) a huge thurible 
(incensor - a metal container on a chain that burns 
hot charcoals onto which incense is placed and 
burned) that swings from the rafters of the Church 
is in constant use. 
In the General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
incense may be used during the entrance 
procession; at the beginning of Mass, to incense the 
altar; at the procession and proclamation of the 
Gospel; at the offertory, to incense the offerings, 
altar, priest and people; and at the elevation of the 
Sacred Host and Chalice of Precious Blood after the 
consecration. The priest may also incense the 
Crucifix and Paschal Candle. During a funeral 
Mass, the priest may incense the coffin, both as a 
sign of honor to the body of the deceased which 
became the temple of the Holy Spirit at Baptism 
and as a sign of the faithful’s prayers for the 
deceased rising to God. 
 
Something to think about… The sweetness of 
incense reminds the worshipper of the sweet Mercy 
of God. The Church has always used incense in the 
Liturgy during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the 
benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, and the 
solemn celebration of Vespers. Biblically, it was 
one of the three gifts given to the Christ child by the 
Magi. It symbolized the royal priesthood of Jesus. 
At Mass, incense is burned at the four presences of 
Christ – the proclamation of the Gospel, the gifts 
that become the Body and Blood of Christ, the 
priest, and the faithful. At funerals the body is 
incensed because it was the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit through Baptism when the person was alive. 
 
So, today and everyday…. Let us be mindful that 
the usage of incense adds a sense of solemnity and 
mystery to the Mass. The visual imagery of the 
smoke and the smell remind us of the transcendence 
of the Mass which links heaven with earth, and 
allow us to enter into the presence of God. 
 
 

 

 

 



Lord, let your face shine on us.                                                                                    

FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Nothing that enters one from the outside can 
defile the person; but the things that come out 
from within are what defile.  

Mark 7: 14-15 

 
FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

 For the month of April, we will continue to 
collect cereal as well as tuna fish.  Please leave your 
donation in the bin in the church narthex. 

 
CONFESSIONS 

During this time of pandemic, confessions are 
temporarily being heard in the Sacred Heart 
Chapel every Saturday from 4:30 to 5:00 pm.  

 
Confessions may also be heard any day by calling 
the Rectory to confirm a time with Fr. DeGaris.   

 
 

CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNERS 
Date Prize Ticket Winner 
4/19  $25  1235 Ray Salva 
4/20  $50   458 Millie Castro 
4/21  $25  1500 Hunter Stoll 
4/22  $25   1285 Karol Gonzalez 
4/23 $25 1507   Libby Mains 
4/24 $50   487 Al Kitz 
4/25 $25    498 Liam Verrier 

 
 
 

WEDDING JUBILEES FOR COUPLES 
CELEBRATING THEIR 50TH  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
ANYTIME DURING 2021 

 Golden Jubilarians will be honored by 
Cardinal Dolan on Sunday, June 6th at 
2:30 p.m. Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral 
and  Golden Jubilarians.  Please call the 
Parish Office if you able to attend.  Thank 
you.   More information will follow. 

MOTHER'S DAY  
NOVENA OF MASSES 

 A Novena of Masses will begin on Mother's Day, 
Sunday, May 9th.  If you would like to have loved 
ones remembered in these Masses, please return the 
Mass intention envelope from your monthly packet.   
 Additional envelopes are available at the 
entrances to our church. Mother's Day cards for the 
living are also available at the entrance to the 
Church.     

 
 

The Flowers this week are 
In Loving Memory of 

Michael Fay  
Donated by the Family 

 
BAPTISM 

   The Sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated on 
the first and third Sunday of every month.     We 
would ask you to please contact the rectory at (786-
2742) before the date to make an appointment.  
  
 All Baptism requests require a copy of the child’s 
Birth Certificate, which must be brought to the rectory 
office at the time of arranging a date.  
God/Parent/Sponsor forms are required for each God 
Parent.  They may attain this certificate from their home 
parish where they worship at the present time. If a God 
Parent is a parishioner of Immaculate, they simply need 
to speak to Fr. DeGaris. 

 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

The parish family of St. Francis of Assisi would like 
to express our sincere condolences to all those who 
have lost loved ones.  Therefore, the Consolation 
Ministry will be offering a Bereavement Support 
Group. The sessions will be held on Tuesdays from 
7:00 -8:30 PM has begun and ending on May 18th. 
They will take place in Rooms #14 & 15.                
Each week, a different topic will be discussed.   In 
order to register, please call one of our facilitators: 
 
Bernadette Hemmer  914 907-8016  
Peggy Concannon      914 589-7674  
Sheila Buckley            845 634-8315 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH  
5:30  The Ruzzi Famly  (req. by Joann DiGasbarro)          

                          

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH  
7:30  For the People of the Parish 
9:30  Eugene Cyril Kerr  
                            (req. by Steven & Sheila Porath) 
11:30 Joseph Hanlon  (req. by family)   
                            
MONDAY, APRIL 19TH     
7:30  Warren McCook  
                           (req. by Norma & Joe Rodriguez)            
TUESDAY, APRIL 20TH   
7:30 Michael Celenza Sr.  (req. by family) 
                                     
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21ST 

7:30   Higinio Baez  (req. by family)                          
                                                           
THURSDAY,  APRIL 22ND  
7:30  Paul & Giovanna Spiteri  (req. by family)                 

                                                              
FRIDAY, APRIL 23RD   
7:30  Dell & Tom Flately   
                      (req. by Maureen & Tom Wright)  
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 24TH 
8:30  Fortunata & Salvatore Marcellino   
              (req. by  Jackie & Joe Mendola) 
5:30 Al Pietrangolore  
                    (req. by Angela & Pat Amatulle) 
                       
SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH 
7:30  For the People of the Parish 
9:30  Sylvester Jones  (req. by family) 
11:30  James Faherty  (req. by family) 

 
                       

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All those who are ill at home, in the hospital and 
in nursing homes, especially:    Eileen Kelly, John 
Capria, Lauren Shields, Billy Keenan, Joyce 
Robinson, Mary Murnane, Ruth Ann Melia, Eric 
McMahon, Berta Fernandez. 
 
Our recently deceased:   Thomas Clark and Sean 
Crawford.. 
 

 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen 
 
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
April 11, 2021 ………………….          $  6,010   
April 12, 2020 (Easter Sunday)………. $15,009 

 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT 
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