
Immaculate Conception Church 
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GOD BLESS AMERICA 
Stand beside her and guide her, through the night with a light from above... 



September 12, 2021                                             Twenty-Fourth d Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Every year since September 11, 2006, I share a letter 
which I wrote on that fifth anniversary of the Terror 
Attack of 9/11.  As I do this annually for myself, so I 
may reflect each year on that tragic day, I pray others 
may allow my letter to cause reflection as well. I do 
realize as each year has come and gone, there are many 
of our younger parishioners who were not born in 2001. 
Twenty years is a long time. Some students in college 
were not even alive on that horrific day.  For that reason, 
we can never forget, and need to share that day by way 
of our memory with our children and grandchildren in 
any way we can. This annual letter I offer as my way of 
remembrance.  
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
Yesterday, we celebrated the twentieth anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks of 9 -11. Depending on how each of 
us respond to this day, some may feel the time has gone 
by so fast while others who mourn for loved ones lost 
that horrific day, 9-11 has been an ongoing moment in 
our lives. 
 
The terror attacks occurred at the start of my second year 
at Saint Catherine in Blauvelt. I remember returning to 
the rectory after the 8:30 am mass and turning on the 
morning news. To my horror I saw the smoke bellowing 
out of the tower. I soon, like all the country, saw the 
second plane fly into the other tower. It came evident 
that this was a terror attack. Soon another attack on the 
Pentagon and a plane crashing to the ground in 
Pennsylvania assured me that the way of life that has 
been lived by all of us would soon be changing. 
 
Immediately Cardinal Egan made sure that within days, 
two priests would be assigned to ground zero for twelve 
hours at a time. I along with hundreds of priests 
volunteered for this. Images that I saw on my first visit 
on October 10th, just one month short of the attack are 
imbedded in my mind. What amazed me was that in this 
surrounding image of destruction, the compassion and 
love of Christ was being carried out. 
 
Rescue workers, fire, police and EMT personal all 
working diligently to recover as many victims as 

possible. When that occurred, two times on my first 
visit, a call went out throughout the sight that another 
person was found. Prayers were said and yes, this whole 
site of construction machines making noise, horns and 
whistles blaring all came silent. In those many moments, 
the act of evil that was done on 9-11 was being replaced 
with prayers and reverence for each victim found. The 
presence of Christ, of God’s love and peace began to 
slowly overshadow the evil act of terrorism done that 
day. This was even more evident on my second visit that 
was in early December. 
 
We were all moved with those horrific events, but there 
was also a sense of hope with how we as a people and as 
a nation that came together. On this twentieth 
anniversary, let us again recommit ourselves to shine 
forth with the light of Christ so that others may see his 
mercy, love and respect through our imitation of Him. 
 
May God continue to bless the innocent lives lost twenty 
years ago, and for the lives we are continuing to lose due 
to long time illnesses from months spent at ground zero. 
 
May God’s Mercy be with all the family members and 
friends who lost loved ones that day and are still 
suffering. One day the sadness and emptiness so many of 
us feel will be replaced with joy and happiness when we 
are united with them through the gift of eternal life. 
 
-Fr. Herbert T. DeGaris 
 

 + + + + + + + 
 
 
 
 
As of Friday, September 10, 2021, we have 
received 171 gifts amounting to $41,514.00 
pledged. This amount is 82% of our goal of 
$50,500. Thank you to those families who have  
Made a pledge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

As Christians we are not only responsible for what we 
do or fail to do, but also for what we allow to happen to 
others.                           Johann Baptiste-Mentz  

 



Church of the Immaculate Conception                                                                                                   

 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
“My Time with Jesus” 

   Special welcome to all new families who have 
registered and a special welcome back to those who are 
re-registering. We are one family where we believe that 
Christianity is not only learned but also is what we live 
daily in our hearts and minds – who we are – the same 
Christians as 2,000 years ago. It is the way of life given 
to us by Jesus, Our Lord and Savior – a life of common 
interest and union with God, Our Father. 
CLASSES BEGIN: Tuesday classes will begin on 
September 21st and Thursday classes will begin on 
September 23rd. If you have not registered, please do so 
in order to be included in important information emails.  
Drop off for the students: Will be through the side door 
on John Street and dismissal will be by the Exit Door 
facing the Church/Parking Lot. The children will be 
escorted to the parking lot exit by their catechist. First 
and Second Graders: Parents, please make a badge with 
their name and class written so that it is easily visible 
and so that we can escort them to the appropriate class 
until they feel comfortable to do so on their own.                                                                                                                                                      
Students that would like to be escorted to the classroom 
by their parent(s): You may escort your child to the 
classroom and leave through the Exit door.                                                                                                             
Face Masks: Will be worn by students and catechists.                                                                               
Hand sanitizer: Will be available at the entrance of the 
school, each classroom and hallways.                              
Student Not Feeling Well: Please keep your child home 
to recover and let us know. 
The safety and welfare of our children and all those 
involved in the Religious Ed Program is of our utmost 
priority. We would like to assure all families that 
Immaculate Conception is committed to providing 
quality faith formation while at the same time working 
to protect the welfare of its young people and volunteers. 
Everyone who is registered for 2021-2022 will be 
receiving an email with all important information 
regarding our reopening. 
Registration 2021 -2022:  Re-registration is on-going in 
collaboration with Parish Giving. For new students and 
First Graders please contact 
immaculate.prep@yahoo.com for an in-person 
appointment. If, for whatever reason, your child has 
missed religious education in the past, please be assured 
we welcome you and will work with you for the welfare 
of your child. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
                                                                                                                     
September 8th at 7pm Catechist Meeting in gym.                                                                               
September 21st and 23rd In-person classes will begin.                                                                             
4:45pm – 6:15pm Tuesday and  

Thursday and 7pm – 8:30pm Tuesdays                                                                                                              
September 28th (Tuesday) 7pm Confirmation 
parent’s meeting in the gym.                                              
October 3rd 9:30am Family Mass hosted by our 7th 
graders. Fellowship to follow in gym.                       
November 7th 9:30 am Family Mass hosted by our 8th 
graders. Fellowship to follow in gym.                                 
December 5th 9:30am Family Mass hosted by our 1st 
graders. Fellowship to follow in gym.               
December 19th 3pm – Immaculate Conception 
Christmas Pageant in Church 
                                              
                                                                                                   

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH     
5:30  For The Victims of  911 & Their Families   
                         
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH 
7:30   Frank Ritchie  (req. by family)  
9:30   For the People of the Parish 
11:30  Salvina Padovani  
              (req. by Josephine & Angela Castiglia)         
             
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH     
7:30  Francis & Regina Brophy  (req. by family)                
                  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH  
7:30   Margaret M. Sullivan   
                           (req. by The Boncaldo Family)  
              
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH 
7:30   Special Intention        
                         
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 16TH 
7:30    Margaret Ramos  (req. by family)   
                                                        
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH    
7:30    Philomena & Herbert B. DeGaris                                  
                         
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH                                     
8:30 James Rogers  (req. by family) 
5:30  Virginia Schindele  (req. by family)   
     
                  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH  
7:30  For the People of the Parish  
9:30  The Dec’d Members of the Feeney &  
         Kelly Family  (req. by family) 
11:30  Noreen Skinner (req. by family)  
  



I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.     

 

     REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All those who are ill at home, in the hospital and 
in nursing homes, especially:    Eileen Kelly, John 
Capria, Lauren Shields, Billy Keenan, Joyce 
Robinson, Mary Murnane, Eric McMahon        
Deanna Rosado,  Mary Faldermeyer, Jack O’Brien, 
Berta Fernandez. 
 
Our recently deceased:  Florence Piesco, Joseph 
Hannigan and Delores Shafarsky. 

 
FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

For the month of September, we will be collecting 
cereal and canned fruit.  While many of you 
generously donate the double boxes of cereal, we 
would much prefer two individual boxes as they are 
easier to pack and distribute.  Your donations can be 
left in the food bin in the narthex of the church.  
Once again, we are grateful for your help.  May our 
Father continue to bless you and yours!  

 
CHOIR REHEARSAL 

THURSDAY’S 
7:00 p.m. -8:30 p.m. 

Our Music Ministry provides beauty, joy, comfort, 
inspiration, and musical prayer for our liturgies and  
parish celebrations.  This is possible due to the 
generous sharing of time and talent of dedicated 
members.  After many months away we hope you 
are ready and eager to help serve in the music 
ministry through this time of rebuilding and 
renewal.  If you can carry a tune and want to have 
fun, please come and sing with us.  Our Choir 
rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 16th.  All 
are welcome! 

 
SUNDAY EVENINGS FOR LIFE 

October is designated as Pro-Life Month. On 
each of the Sundays during October (3,10,17,24 
and 31), Immaculate Conception Parish will hold 
a Pro-Life prayer service. Starting at 6 PM each 
of the Sunday evenings, this will include 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, adoration 
and quiet prayer, recitation of the Rosary and 
Benediction. The prayers will be offered for the 
intention of the recognition of the dignity of all 
life and for the protection of all life least capable 
of protecting itself, in particular the unborn and 
the elderly. Everyone is welcome to attend and 

participate. For more information, please call the 
rectory 786 2742. 

 
RCIA PROGRAM 

 Beginning in September, the parish will be offering a 
program which will prepare adults to be received into the 
Catholic Faith. It will also provide an opportunity for 
fully initiated Catholics to renew and refresh their 
practice and understanding of our Catholic Faith. By 
spending time with the Bible, prayer, the teachings of 
the Church, the Catechism of the Catholic faith and an 
array of other important issues, we will grow in our 
appreciation of revelation and the traditions of our 
Church. Our first meeting will take place in the Sacred 
Heart Chapel, following the 11:30 Mass on Sunday, 
September 12. If you have been thinking about either 
becoming Catholic, completing your sacraments, or 
simply learning more about our Faith, we welcome you 
into the program. Please contact the rectory for 
additional information and please plan on coming to our 
first meeting. The subsequent meetings, location and 
schedule will be set depending on participants 
availability and work or school commitments. 
                     

ST. JOSEPH'S SEMINARY 
2ND COLLECTION   WEEKEND 

OF SEPTEMBER 25TH/26TH   
 There will be a Second Collection on the 
Weekend of September 25th/26th to assist the 
Seminary.  Your support will provide tuition, room 
and board, academic training and spiritual 
formation for our archdiocesan seminarians.    With 
it, we are able to continue our solid tradition of 
excellence in the formation of academic training of 
candidates for the priesthood.  Please be generous 
in the second Collection for St. Joseph's Seminary.  
 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
September 5, 2021…………………..……   $6,091      
September 6, 2020 ………………….….      $7,032  

 
 Thank you for your continued Support 



www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA put  a  stop 
to animal  cruelty.

139 Wayne Ave • Stony Point
429-0605

Store Fronts • Wall Mirrors • Table Tops
Tub Enclosures • Replacement Windows
All Types of Insulated & Tempered Glass

Storm Doors & Windows • Autoglass

Commercial & Residential • 24 Hour Emergency Service

STONY POINT
GLASS & MIRROR

Rockland County 
Auto Body, Inc.

Foreign - Domestic
Heavy Collision Work Our Specialty

24 Hour Towing             429-4747
157 Route 9 West, HaveRstRaW

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Inside

Edward C. Finn Funeral Home, Inc.
Parishioner Since 1955 ~ Family Owned & Operated

43 East Main Street, Stony Point · 845-786-2400

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org



AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHYGOD 

BLESS
AMERICA

Mountain View 
Deli & Caterers

Mon-Fri: 6aM to 8pM
Sat: 7aM to 8pM 
Sun: 7aM-4pM 354-4253

113C (BC) - Immaculate Conception, Stony Point For Advertising Info. Call: (800) 364-0684 Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836   Outside

Greg Zurla Auto Body
Foreign & Domestic · Free Pick-up & Delivery

Greg Zurla, Owner

George M. Holt Funeral Home, Inc.
PRE-FUNDED FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS • FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

MONUMENT 
SALES

50 NEW MAIN STREET
HAVERSTRAW, NY

D'A

gostino Irrigation

Sal 845.353.0606
Augie 845.348.9185

Toro
Hunter

Richdel
Weathermatic

James Campbell ConstruCtion
Additions • Siding • Decks

Kitchens • Baths • Remodeling
T: 845-429-5434

 • F: 845-942-2670
Fully Licensed & Insured · R.C. Lic. #B6-08706-00-00 · W.C. Lic. #22509-H09

113 Lake Road East · Congers
268-6665

Route 9 West · Stony Point
786-3500

MICHAEL J. HIGGINS
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

24 Hour Compassion HelplineSM · Prearranged Service (Nationally Transferable)

Respect.
Value.

Simplicity.

100% 
SERVICE 

GUARANTEE

321 South Main Street · New City
634-6110 · 623-2266

ALBERT J. KAISER, P.C.
LAW OFFICE

~ Established 1854 ~ 

429-2159

845-268-7656
Direct Repair Shop For Major Ins. Co.

160 North route 9 West, CoNgers, NY 10920

738 W. NYACK RD., W. NYACK

Elder Law · Wills
Estates & Trust

Albert J. Kaiser, Esq.
845-634-3700

Experienced - Competent
Thorough - Compassionate

4 Laurel Road · New City, NY 10956

Mount Ivy Shopping Plaza
Thiells-Mount Ivy Road, Pamona

VALENTINE
E L E C T R I C  I N C .

Paul W. Valentine, President
T 845-398-1339         F 845-398-1340

new York CitY, roCkland, new JerSeY
weStCheSter, Ct, VerMont, orange

Valentine electric, inc. | 374 Greenbush road | blauVelt, nY 10913

STAIR LIFTS
$2,795.00

845-323-4167

Free Delivery
All OF 

NOrth rOcklAND

"In Crust, 
We Trust"

845-429-48621 MAiN Street GArNerville, Ny

Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance • Retirement Annuities

Daniel L. Hooker, CRPC, LUTCF, FICF
Field Agent

845-548-8350
daniel.hooker@kofc.org

Protecting Catholic Families Since 1882

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.

855.99TODAY

Making Beautiful Floors Easy

Residential • Commercial
Hardwood • Carpet • LVT • LVP • Ceramic

Arthur Cerrati
www.empiretoday.com

Beware of Social  
Security Phone Scams!

Learn more at
oig.ssa.gov/scam


