
WE PRAY CHRISTMAS 
The enthusiasm and wondrous joy of Christmas is celebrated in our Church with great revelry, faith, and beauty.  
Flowers, lights, greenery, and banners decorate our worship space.  The Nativity scene catches our eye and leads 
us to The Table of the Lord, the new manger, where we feast at the banquet of God’s Love.   
 
At Mass we echo the song of the angels with “Glory to God in the highest.”  Our response to the Hebrew Scrip-
tures is the canticle from Luke’s Gospel, “Today our Savior is born, this is the day Christ, our Savior is born” cou-
pled with Psalm 96 that sings all of Creation shouts with joy for we are all of God.  God’s Spirit renews all of Crea-
tion!  Our Gospel acclamation is an uplifting “Alleluia.”   
 
We gather around the Lord’s Table for these days of Christmas as we are caught up in the Love of our God whom 
we cannot see, yet now is born among and within us.  In faith we sing our mystery, “Save us Savior of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.”  After eating and drinking of Christ we are sent forth in 
a rebirth of faith in God, in ourselves, and for the world! 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, January 2 

4 PM Mass 

Peggy Pine 

 

Sunday, January 3 

9AM Mass 

“For Jews, Muslims, Christians, and 

All People of Faith” 

 

Monday, January 4 

10 AM Christmas Mass 

Danforth  

12PM  NO MASS 

1:45 PM Christmas Mass 

Hoosick Falls Health Center 

 

Wednesday,  January 6 

NO MASS at St. Patrick’s 

 

Friday, January 8 

12 PM Mass 

“For The Kids of St. Mary’s Academy” 

 

Saturday, January 9 

4 PM Mass 

Thomas & Mary Jane Harrington 

Judy Hoag 

 

Sunday, January 10 

9AM Mass 

Rocky & Marge Patire 

 

 

The Epiphany of the lord              January 3, 2016 

Please bring soups and instant potatoes 
 to our donation box in church.   

There is  always a need of old bags to be reused.   
Food Pantry Volunteers …  

We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.   
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

STONE SOUP GROUP 
 

As the weather cools, please remember our neighbors in need of a hot meal.  Once again, we are facili-
tating our Stone Soup Group.  All you have to do is make 10 cups (we provide the containers) of any soup 
and get them to the Food Pantry at 10:00 AM on Mondays and Fridays or 6:30 PM on Wednesdays.  We 
can even get the soup to the pantry if you cannot.  Please contact our office to sign up for a time slot. 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS 

Thanks to all who made our Christmas liturgies so faithfilled and joyous.  Working together makes our 
church and makes a difference for everyone.  And so our gratitude goes out to:  our cleaners and decora-
tors; musicians and singers; altar servers, readers, ushers and greeters; Ministers of Communion; bell 
ringers; and money counters.  Throughout the year, you are here….day in and day out!  Thanks always. 

GREETING’S TO ALL 

Thank you so much for all the cards, well wishes, food, and treasured gifts this Christmas.  They, you, are 
most appreciated.  Happy 2016...together...Fr. Tom Zelker. 

OUR HOME, OPEN FOR ALL 

Our Church is open and lighted 24 hours a day.  Anyone is welcome to come in for quiet, prayer walks, 
adoration, or contemplation.  As you enter, remember your holiness; as you leave, remember you are a 
sacred blessing for your world.  During the Christmas Season, our Immaculate Conception window is 
bathed in light, each evening until 9 PM.  We are bathed in the Light of Christ always. 

No longer at the Manger, we gather at The Lord’s Table to give thanks and praise  

and be nourished by Christ 

SCHOOLED YA! 

I will be away at “Vicar School” in Schenectady from January 5 through January 7 this coming week.  
Please continue to pray for all the ministers in our Church.  Fr. Tom Zelker  

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
1/3/16-1/9/16 

In honor of the Risen Christ 
we remember: 
Paul Haynes, Sr. 



ST. MARY’S ACADEMY NOTES  
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY 

PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957  
Ms. Susan Bulmer, Principal 

Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary  
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community.  Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy  

provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.  

 

 

Our Church Doors 
Our church doors have been designated by our Diocese as a “Holy Threshold” for this Year of Mercy.  Each one of us is on a pilgrim journey through this adven-
ture of life.  Imagine that each time we enter through these doors, which we normally do so matter of factly, we would remember that we are together on a 
sacred journey.  Each step we take is an entrance into the Divine.  Each bounding stride, every arduous step with a walker, each push in a wheel chair, every 
hand held helping up the steps becomes a blessing not only for ourselves, but, for every person seeking the Holy, in need of Healing, and searching for Love.  
The Door of God’s  Home is eternally open for all people.  This Home is always open for us; this Home is here for us.  As we come in we are blest by God and 
each other.  As we leave, we are sent by God and in the name of our faith filled people to be an encounter, a threshold, the sacrament of Christ for the whole 
world on this  pilgrim journey.  Your life is truly the Door to the Sacred.  Please keep the Light, on ...always...You in Christ are hope for the world.  Celebrate the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy with a free app from our Sunday Visitor.  “365 Days to Mercy is designed to accompany you on your journey this whole year.  The app 
includes daily reflections of the Bible.  Pope Francis’ tweets, and mercy prayers.  Go to your app store and search “365 Days to Mercy” and install it; go to  
www.OSV.com/YOMto learn more. 

What is National Catholic Schools Week? 

National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the United States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all 

week, which in 2016 is January 31 - February 6. The theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2016 is “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, 

Knowledge and Service.” Schools typically observe the annual celebration week with Masses, open houses and other activities for students, families, 

parishioners and community members. Through these events, schools focus on the value Catholic education provides to young people and its contri-

butions to our church, our communities and our nation. 

 

 

Santa visits all the good girls and boys ...after Mass...for Christmas 
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Immaculate Conception Prayer 
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds 
deep within us all.  At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave 
birth to all that lives and breathes.  In the fullness of time your Word 
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church.  Your 
Word called the first disciples of Jesus to holiness of heart, unity in ser-
vice, and selflessness in love.  We thank you for all the women and men, 
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls.  And now 
we ask you for Holy Wisdom as we seek to rebuild our community on 
the foundation of Christ.  With Mary, and all the saints, we are a sacra-
ment of hope.  May we be so for ages to come.  Amen. 

 

The next class will be January 10, 2016.  All 
regular classes meet at St. Mary’s Academy 
on Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM.  
Confirmation Classes grades 10-11 will be 
meeting in the St. Joseph’s Room church hall.   

Please pick up a complete list of dates on the back table.  If you have 
any questions please contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or 
Deb Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.   

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
Maeve Ronan, Luke Hoag, Fred Yager, Jean Waytkus, Lester 
Goodermote, Kelly McCart, Diane Bamrick, Bill Ellis, Frank Morandi, 
Nick Colaneri, Sr. Mathilda Druke, Jon Laubacker, Bob Williams, Denise 
Skrmetti, Danny Green, Paul Haynes Sr., Jean Brewster, Chuck 
Leeseman, Perry Coffman, Elaine Schultz, Fred Knuetter, William J. Os-
terhout, Sr., Baby Charlotte, Armand Rousseau, Paul Cipperly, Butch 
LaFlamme, Ed Granger, John West, Sal Herradore, Helen Betner, Helen 
Hogan, Wanda Hunt, Phyllis Bushner and Bea Peterson.  Those who 
have  been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but 
will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer for yourself 
or someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord 
After prayerfully discerning the people nominated and relying on the 
help of God, our Pastoral Council has asked Christian Bradley, Mike 
Sanders, Margaret Restino, Dave Stagnitti and Bob Kapron to be on 
our Steering Committee regarding our church.  We thank them so much 
for their service.   
These people, our parishioners, are given the mission (empowered) 
to: 

 Build consensus among our people regarding our Catholic commu-
nity’s future. 

 How can we best gather as a worshipping faith  
        community? 

 With open minds and hearts, all information will be shared with 
our people; pros and cons of ideas will be discussed honestly. 

 How do we become church even more… inspiring,  
        enhancing, upbuilding the important aspects of our                 

faith...service to God’s People, celebrating the  
 sacraments in life giving and engaging prayer, and  
 being a sign of hope for our area. 

 Can we realistically embrace our future with our  
 foundation secure in Christ?  How do we honor our past? 

COMMITTES AND MEMBERS 
Repair Present Church    
John Burdick 
Linda Billert 
Jerry McAuliffe 
Mary Jones 
Christian Bradley 
Jim Hoag 
Construct A Structure on Church Property 
Bob Medvetz 
Sue Hickey 
Louise Ciuk 
Mike Sanders 
Construct a New Church Building 
Bob Medvetz 
Arthur Hyde 
Mike Baratto 
Mike Sanders 
Scott Bornt 
Repurpose an Empty Building 
Scott McCart 
Virginia Cuddihy 
Mary Ellen Sanders 
Peg Baratto 
Patti Zilinskas 

Add on or make Worship Space at St. Mary's 
Bob Kapron 
Kim Ciuk 
Mike Brewster 
Krissy Fauler 

Everyone is welcome to join any of the following committees. 

 
A PSALM FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 
O timeless and ever-youthful God, 
 I thank you for these days of Christmas. 
And I ask the gift of an endless encore 
 of the feast of the birth of your Son. 
 
Though I am grown now 
 beyond the age of childhood toys, 
 gift me with the playful tool 
 of how to treat each day 
 as a Christmas gifting day. 
 
Grant me within these days of Christmas,  
 the bottomless gift 
 of the heart of a child: 
 enthusiastic with the excitement of expectation, 
 unashamed to play and dance with delight 
 and filled with a faith in new daily adventures. 
  
Place upon my feet 
 shoes of lead 
 that I may be slow to put away 
 the electric stars that have hung 
 like clusters of constellations 
 upon my Christmas tree. 
They have nightly spoken to me 
 of what a child’s eyes 
 can see in every tree. 
 
Turn to concrete my Christmas consciousness, 
 that I may continue to greet 
 hassled clerks in stores 
 and nameless strangers on the street or at the basketball 
 game, with blessings and joyful wishes. 
 
And so by living the whole year 
 in the quality of Christmastide, 
 your Word may endlessly become flesh 
 in me, your Christmas child. 

 



Immaculate Conception Parish  

 January 2 & 3, 2016 

This Week:  January 2 & 3, 2016 
Lay Ministers:  Team  1 
Counters:  Mary Jones, Mike Bailey & Andrea White 
Next Week:  January 9 & 10, 2016 
Lay Ministers:  Team  2 
Counters:  Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett 
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to 
serve.) 

 

Advertiser of the Week …  

We would like to thank 

EASTWICK PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Mary Bradley, PT, CDT 

Improving & Restoring Motion 
Lymphedema Certified Therapist 

 
4976 Route 7 · Hoosick, NY 

518-686-9008 · marybradleypt@gmail.com 

 
              THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET  

 EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM  
 IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM  
 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

 CHURCH HALL. 
 ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN! 

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters 
know if you are unable to approach the altar.  The usher will then 
make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew. 

OUR PARISH HALL 
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call 
our office to make reservations.  Your hall makes a fine place for family 
gatherings. 

SHARE THE FAITH—FIND YOUR HOME HERE 
Anyone wishing to join our faith community and live the Catholic way, 
please call our office 686-5064 or see Fr. Tom Zelker.  We welcome you 
with a loving embrace. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION: 

ATTENDANCE December 24 & 25: 

4 PM…557 6:30 PM…201 10:00 AM…127 

Total:  885 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS 26 & 27: 

OFFERTORY……………………………..$11,231.00 

CANDLES…………………………………..$60.00 

  TOTAL: $11,291.00 

ATTENDANCE December 26 & 27: 

4 PM………………..154 9 AM……………114 

  TOTAL:  276 


