
WE PRAY CHRISTMAS 
The enthusiasm and wondrous joy of Christmas is celebrated in our Church with great revelry, faith, and beauty.  
Flowers, lights, greenery, and banners decorate our worship space.  The Nativity scene catches our eye and leads 
us to The Table of the Lord, the new manger, where we feast at the banquet of God’s Love.   
 
At Mass we echo the song of the angels with “Glory to God in the highest.”  Our response to the Hebrew Scrip-
tures is the canticle from Luke’s Gospel, “Today our Savior is born, this is the day Christ, our Savior is born” cou-
pled with Psalm 96 that sings all of Creation shouts with joy for we are all of God.  God’s Spirit renews all of Crea-
tion!  Our Gospel acclamation is an uplifting “Alleluia.”   
 
We gather around the Lord’s Table for these days of Christmas as we are caught up in the Love of our God whom 
we cannot see, yet now is born among and within us.  In faith we sing our mystery, “Save us Savior of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.”  After eating and drinking of Christ we are sent forth in 
a rebirth of faith in God, in ourselves, and for the world! 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, January 9 

4 PM Mass 

Thomas & Mary Jane Harrington 

Judy Hoag 

 

Sunday, January 10 

9AM Mass 

Rocky & Marge Patire 

Judy Hoag 

 

Monday, January  11 

12 Noon Mass 

at Immaculate Conception 

 

Wednesday,  January 13 

8:30 AM Mass 

at St. Patrick’s 

 

Friday, January 15 

12 PM Mass 

Paul Haynes 

 

Saturday, January 16 

4 PM Mass 

Barb Maleady 

 

Sunday, January 17 

9AM Mass 

Joan & Jim Rogers 

Timothy Cuddihy 

Joseph Florio 

Mary Giambelli 

 

 

The baptism of the lord             January 10, 2016 

Please bring soups and instant potatoes 
 to our donation box in church.   

There is  always a need of old bags to be reused.   
Food Pantry Volunteers …  

We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.   
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

STONE SOUP GROUP 
As the weather cools, please remember our neighbors in need of a hot meal.  Once again, we 
are facilitating our Stone Soup Group.  All you have to do is make 10 cups (we provide the con-
tainers) of any soup and get them to the Food Pantry at 10:00 AM on Mondays and Fridays or 
6:30 PM on Wednesdays.  We can even get the soup to the pantry if you cannot.  Please con-
tact our office to sign up for a time slot. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BREAKFAST 
Sunday, January 31, 2016 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon in our Church Hall.   

Eggs, pancakes, sausage, OJ and lots of witty conversation. 

IRISH NIGHT 

A Pre-St. Brigid’s Feast Celebration with the Sisters of St. Joseph & TRISKELE (an all-female 

Celtic band out of Albany, NY) ALL ARE WELCOME!  St. Joseph’s Provincial House Dining Room 

385 Watervliet Shaker Rd, Latham, NY 12110 Doors open at 6:30 PM Saturday, January 30, 

2016.  For Tickets call (518) 389-2654 $20 in advance and $25 at the door.  Must be 21 to 

attend.  For tickets call (518) 389-2654.  COME JOIN US FOR IRISH SONG, FOOD, FUN AND 

DRINKS! 

BATTENKILL CHORALE SEEKS NEW MEMBERS 

The Battenkill Chorale, Janet McGhee, artistic director, is accepting experienced choral singers 

for their spring concert featuring The World Beloved:  A Bluegrass Mass by Carol Barnett with 

guest artists Monroe Crossing, the internationally famous bluegrass band from Minnesota who 

played the premiere of this work, including its Carnegie Hall premiere.  These concerts will be 

Monroe Crossing’s only northeast appearance in 2016, and are scheduled between their Kore-

an and European tours.  Concert dates are May 7 and 8, 2016, at Immaculate Conception 

Church Hoosick Falls. 

The Battenkill Chorale has open enrollment, with auditions for vocal placement and solos only.  

Singers should be experienced choral singers possessing  good sight-reading skills and vocal 

technique.  Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:45 PM either at Hubbard Hall, an 

historic 1878 rural opera house located at 25 East Main Street, or Cambridge United Presbyteri-

an Church, both in Cambridge, NY.  The first winter rehearsal is January 21st at Cambridge Unit-

ed Presbyterian Church.  New members will be accepted through February 4th.  There is a 

$35.00 membership fee per concert program, plus the cost of music.  To pre-register, call (518) 

677-8233 or email battenkill@mindspring.com. 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 
Our Christmas season concludes this weekend.  After Sunday Mass we will take the Christmas 
decorations down.  Can you help for 1/2 hour?  We need your...please.  And if you would like to 
take a poinsettia or fir tree home, please do so.  Also, if you’d like to take an Altar Server...but 
they eat a lot!  

COMMITTEE UPDATE MEETING 
There will be a committee meeting update on Tuesday, January 12, 2016 in the basement of 
the church.  All are welcome to attend. 
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ST. MARY’S ACADEMY NOTES  
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY 

PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957  
Ms. Susan Bulmer, Principal 

Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary  
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community.  Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy  

provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.  

 

 

Our Church Doors 
Our church doors have been designated by our Diocese as a “Holy Threshold” for this Year of Mercy.  Each one of us is on a pilgrim journey through this adven-
ture of life.  Imagine that each time we enter through these doors, which we normally do so matter of factly, we would remember that we are together on a 
sacred journey.  Each step we take is an entrance into the Divine.  Each bounding stride, every arduous step with a walker, each push in a wheel chair, every 
hand held helping up the steps becomes a blessing not only for ourselves, but, for every person seeking the Holy, in need of Healing, and searching for Love.  
The Door of God’s  Home is eternally open for all people.  This Home is always open for us; this Home is here for us.  As we come in we are blest by God and 
each other.  As we leave, we are sent by God and in the name of our faith filled people to be an encounter, a threshold, the sacrament of Christ for the whole 
world on this  pilgrim journey.  Your life is truly the Door to the Sacred.  Please keep the Light, on ...always...You in Christ are hope for the world.  Celebrate the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy with a free app from our Sunday Visitor.  “365 Days to Mercy is designed to accompany you on your journey this whole year.  The app 
includes daily reflections of the Bible.  Pope Francis’ tweets, and mercy prayers.  Go to your app store and search “365 Days to Mercy” and install it; go to  
www.OSV.com/YOMto learn more. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

To all the children, families, teachers, staff, parishioners, and school board: 

I am glad and honored to announce to you that Mr. Michael Piatek is our 
new interim principal at St. Mary’s Academy.  His ministry among us begins 
immediately for this “second semester 2016”.  Michael comes to us highly 
recommended from our Diocese, most recently working at Holy Spirit 
School, East Greenbush and Bishop Gibbons/Notre Dame, Schenectady.  He 
has had an outstanding career in teaching and administration.  Mike and his 
family reside in Cohoes; we welcome him to our parish and school.  Let us 
work together for the well being, faith, and learning of the children placed 
in our care. 
 
I would like to thank Sue Bulmer for her work with us.  We bless her with 
Godspeed in her future endeavors. 
 
During this semester, we will begin looking for a new fulltime principal to 
lead us at St. Mary’s.  Next August, we begin our 125th year of service to 
our families, church, and community.  In Christ, may our faith, hope, and 
love abound! 
 
As always, if you have any positive, helpful, or life giving comments please 
feel free to contact me.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Fr. Tom Zelker, Pastor 

The Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us...so let’s speak with, look at, 
listen to, and embrace each other...person to person! 

St. Mary’s Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show 

It’s that time of year to kick off Catholic Schools Week!  Come see the fantastic talent St. Mary’s Academy has to offer!  Enjoy an all you can eat dinner 

including spaghetti, sauce with (or without) meatballs, salad, bread and dessert for just $10.00.  Tickets for children in grades K - 8 are $5.00, children 

under 5 are free.  Take out will be available.  Dinner begins right after 4:00 PM Mass on Saturday, January 30, 2016.  Tickets will be sold at the door.  

Any questions, please call the school at (518) 686-4314. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJiwuLTolckCFQF3HgodJpUPAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chch.catholic.org.nz%2F%3Fsid%3D4438&bvm=bv.107467506,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGkA8-JTW2bf9WQBFzN9TrG9VH4vg&ust=14477


 

Immaculate Conception Prayer 
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds 
deep within us all.  At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave 
birth to all that lives and breathes.  In the fullness of time your Word 
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church.  Your 
Word called the first disciples of Jesus to holiness of heart, unity in ser-
vice, and selflessness in love.  We thank you for all the women and men, 
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls.  And now 
we ask you for Holy Wisdom as we seek to rebuild our community on 
the foundation of Christ.  With Mary, and all the saints, we are a sacra-
ment of hope.  May we be so for ages to come.  Amen. 

 

Class Today Sunday, January 10th.   
The next class will be January 24, 2016.  All 
regular classes meet at St. Mary’s Academy 
on Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM.  
Confirmation Classes grades 10-11 will be 

meeting in the St. Joseph’s Room church hall.   Please pick up a com-
plete list of dates on the back table.  If you have any questions please 
contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or Deb Mahar Grades 7-12 
@ 686-1692.   

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
 

Maeve Ronan, Luke Hoag, Fred Yager, Jean Waytkus, Lester 
Goodermote, Kelly McCart, Diane Bamrick, Bill Ellis, Frank Morandi, Sr. 
Mathilda Druke, Jon Laubacker, Bob Williams, Danny Green, Jean Brew-
ster, Chuck Leeseman, Perry Coffman, Elaine Schultz, William J. Oster-
hout, Sr., Baby Charlotte, Armand Rousseau, Paul Cipperly, Butch 
LaFlamme, Ed Granger, John West, Sal Herradore, Helen Betner, Helen 
Hogan, Wanda Hunt, Phyllis Bushner, Bea Peterson, Patricia Cherry, & 
Rosemary Johnston  Those who have  been on the list for quite some 
time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you 
are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call: 
Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord 
After prayerfully discerning the people nominated and relying on the 
help of God, our Pastoral Council has asked Christian Bradley, Mike 
Sanders, Margaret Restino, Dave Stagnitti and Bob Kapron to be on 
our Steering Committee regarding our church.  We thank them so much 
for their service.   
These people, our parishioners, are given the mission (empowered) 
to: 

 Build consensus among our people regarding our Catholic commu-
nity’s future. 

 How can we best gather as a worshipping faith  
        community? 

 With open minds and hearts, all information will be shared with 
our people; pros and cons of ideas will be discussed honestly. 

 How do we become church even more… inspiring,  
        enhancing, upbuilding the important aspects of our                 

faith...service to God’s People, celebrating the  
 sacraments in life giving and engaging prayer, and  
 being a sign of hope for our area. 

 Can we realistically embrace our future with our  
 foundation secure in Christ?  How do we honor our past? 

COMMITTES AND MEMBERS 
Repair Present Church    
John Burdick 
Linda Billert 
Jerry McAuliffe 
Mary Jones 
Christian Bradley 
Jim Hoag 
Construct A Structure on Church Property 
Bob Medvetz 
Sue Hickey 
Louise Ciuk 
Mike Sanders 
Construct a New Church Building 
Bob Medvetz 
Arthur Hyde 
Mike Baratto 
Mike Sanders 
Scott Bornt 
Repurpose an Empty Building 
Scott McCart 
Virginia Cuddihy 
Mary Ellen Sanders 
Peg Baratto 
Patti Zilinskas 

Add on or make Worship Space at St. Mary's 
Bob Kapron 
Kim Ciuk 
Mike Brewster 
Krissy Fauler 

Everyone is welcome to join any of the following committees. 

FEED YOUR SOUL, FEED YOUR NEIGHOR! 

HAYC3 partners with many groups in the Hoosick Area for the benefit 
of community causes, and we are particularly proud to host Feed Your 
Soul, Feed Your Neighbor on Friday, January 22, 6:00pm-8:00pm, at 
the HAYC3 Armory in Hoosick Falls.  All of the proceeds from this event 
will be donated directly to local organization that “feed Hoosick”.  This 
year’s donations will go to support St. Mark’s free monthly community 
dinners, Immaculate Conception’s holiday food baskets, and efforts by 
HACA to feed our neighbors throughout the year. 

The event will be a combination of live art and comforting food, all 
graciously supplied by caring friends and neighbors in the community. 

The arts portion of the evening will include live music by The Brewster 
Brothers, the unveiling of HAYC3’s artists’ guild Winter Blues door pro-
ject, and a gallery showing featuring the work of Ayla Graney and Mad-
die Grubb. 

The food portion will include an assortment of mac & cheese dishes 
prepared and provided by community members and local restaurants. 
A Chocolate fest will serve up a variety of chocolate treats that you’re 
invited to “mug up” in a hand-painted mug (yours to keep).  All mugs 
will be painted in advance of the event.  

Come listen to music and view the art for free. Chocolate fest goodies 
(including hot cocoa!) will be pay-what-you-will and the cost to buy a 
mugful of mac & cheese is $10 per person. 

If you are interested in painting mugs for this event, join us on January 
12 at 6:00pm. Children are invited to paint on January 12 at 4:00pm. If 
you would like to volunteer your time to help bake and cook, we will be 
gathering in the Hoosick Kitchen on January 21 at 6:00pm to create 
chocolate treats and unique mac & cheese dishes. Please call 518-686-
9050 to reserve your spot. 

tel:518-686-9050
tel:518-686-9050


Immaculate Conception Parish  

 January 9 & 10, 2016 

This Week:  January 9 & 10, 2016 
Lay Ministers:  Team  2 
Counters:  Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett 
Next Week:  January 16 & 17, 2016 
Lay Ministers:  Team  3 
Counters:  Linda Bennett & Joanne Shea 
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to 
serve.) 

 

Advertiser of the Week …  

We would like to thank 

CAHILL’S GARAGE 
Your Hometown Auto Recycler 

PO Box 103, 5446 NY Rte 7 
Hoosick, NY 12089 

800·686·5644 or 518·686·4481 
www.cahillsgarage.com 

Owners, Tim & Carrie Cahill 

 
              THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET  

 EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM  
 IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM  
 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

 CHURCH HALL. 
 ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN! 

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters 
know if you are unable to approach the altar.  The usher will then 
make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew. 

OUR PARISH HALL 
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call 
our office to make reservations.  Your hall makes a fine place for family 
gatherings. 

SHARE THE FAITH—FIND YOUR HOME HERE 
Anyone wishing to join our faith community and live the Catholic way, 
please call our office 686-5064 or see Fr. Tom Zelker.  We welcome you 
with a loving embrace. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  & ATTENDANCE   

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  January 1, 2 & 3, 2016: 

Offertory…………………………$4,117.23 

Candles………………………………..$80.00 

  Total:  $4,197.23 

ATTENDANCE  January 1, 2 & 3, 2016: 

9 AM……….71 4 PM……...162 9 AM……….201 

              Total: 434  

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  December 26 & 27:   $4,144.00 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Our automatic withdrawal system is now working well.  This 
may be an easy way for you to support our parish.  Please con-
tact our office for more information.  686-5064 


