
    Immaculate Conception Parish  

WE PRAY CHRISTMAS 

Our worship space is decorated with flowers, candles, trees, colorful banners, and a beautiful Nativity scene.  The Lord’s 

Table becomes today’s manger where God’s people are fed with Bread and Wine of Heaven.  As we gather for Mass, we 

sing “Glory to God’s peace to all people,” echoing the song of Bethlehem’s angels.  Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures 

is Psalm 96 and the canticle “Today our Savior is born, this is the Day, Christ our Savior is born.”  We live in the eternal to-

day of God!  The Gospel acclamation shouts, “Good Christian friends rejoice, Alleluia!”  When we gather around the Table 

of the Lord, we proclaim with new born faith “you have set us free by Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection.”  We are sent forth, 

caught up in the love of God, unseen and beyond us, yet now born as one in us.  May Christmas’ song resound in us every 

day. 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 
Saturday, December 31 

4:00 PM Mass 
“Happy New Year” 

 

Sunday, January 1 
9:00 AM Mass 

Immaculate Conception Church 
“For Peace Everywhere” 

11:00 AM Mass 
St. Patrick’s Church 

 
Monday, January 2 

NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, January 3 
10:00 AM 

Christmas Mass 
At the Danforth 

 
Wednesday, January 4 

8:30 AM Mass 
St. Patrick’s Church 

10:30 AM  
Christmas Mass 

At the Hoosick Falls Health Center 
 

Friday, January 6 
12 Noon Mass 

“For Our Families & Children” 
 

Saturday, January 7 
4:00 PM Mass 

Thomas Hyland 
 

Sunday, January 8 
9:00 AM Mass 
Ski Bromirski 
Joan Rogers 

Solemnity of mary                                                                                               January 1, 2016 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
1/2/17 - 1/7/17 

In honor of the Risen Christ 
we remember: 
Danny Williams 

Please bring any type of the following items: 
canned fruit, peanut butter, jelly or oatmeal 

 to our donation box in church.   
There is  always a need for old bags to be reused.   

Food Pantry Volunteers …  
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.   

If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

OPEN DOORS 
Our church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration, and walking.  For countless genera-
tions here in Hoosick Falls, our doors are holy because you come through the portals to worship:  farmers 
and factory workers; school children and teachers; newlyweds and nuns; moms and dads; soldiers and 
travelers.   We go forth renewed as disciples of Jesus, with hearts open in love for the world.   

STONE SOUP 
With cold winter weather, we have begun our ministry of Stone Soup.  Anyone can make a pot of soup 
(we supply the containers), and deliver them (we can help, too) to the Food Pantry and Wood Bridges/
Wood Park Apts.  Call our office for information and to help.  686-5064 

WE PRAY TO THE LORD 
A new prayer intention book is now in Our Lady’s Chapel (on the north side of our church entrance).  As 
St. Paul reminds us, “never stop praying for each other,” uplifting all in God’s Spirit of Love. 

NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
Anyone in 3rd grade or older is invited to help out at Mass as an altar server.   

Please let Fr. Tom Zelker know at church. 

Next Class January 8, 2017 
 

All Classes Grades K - 9th meet at St. Mary’s Academy on Sunday mornings from  
10:15 - 11:30 AM.  Grades 10 and up meet in the St. Joseph’s Room downstairs in  
the church from 10:15 - 11:25 AM.  If you have any questions, please contact  
Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or Deb Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.   

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION 
Our Diocesan Offices of finance, pastoral planning, and building/construction have asked for a meeting on 
January 25, 2017 with our trustees and steering committee representatives regarding our church difficul-
ties and plans for our future.  Our diocesan offices want to better understand the scope of our building 
projects and how we can all work together.  Please remember the power of prayer in all that we do. 

Pastor:  Fr. Tom Zelker (tomzelker@gmail.com) 
Office Secretary:  Tina Becker 

Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  
67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 
Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 
Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone that is making this Christmas so beautiful, wonderful and faith -filled: 
Our musicians and singers, readers, servers, ministers of communion, ushers, cleaners, decorators, 

food pantry workers, and bell ringers. 
We served 143 families with Christmas Baskets of that there were 223 children. 

Dear Friends of SMA, 
 

 We wish you a wonderful and blessed Christmas season with family and friends.  

 School resumes Tuesday, January 3rd. 

 Mark your calendars for our annual spaghetti dinner and talent show on Saturday, January 28th at 
SMA.  Dinner will begin after our 4pm Catholic Schools Liturgy. 



WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2017  

NON-VIOLENCE: A STYLE OF POLITICS FOR PEACE 

Perhaps the best known Catholic contribution to responding to violent conflict is the just war tradition, which was developed in order to reduce recourse to 

war and to limit its humanitarian consequences. But there is a second tradition as well.  

Lesser known is our Catholic commitment to active non-violence and building a just peace. Gospel non-violence is not passive. Rather, it entails active strate-

gies such as peacebuilding, conflict transformation, restorative justice, and unarmed civilian protection. Seeking a just peace means preventing conflict by ad-

dressing its causes, building relationships, and facilitating healing and restoration.  

In his Message for the 50th World Day of Peace, celebrated on Jan. 1, 2017, Pope Francis urges families, faith communities, government leaders, and the inter-

national community to practice non-violence and work to build a just peace.  

As we seek to respond to this call, we can be inspired by numerous contemporary examples, including Catholic Relief Services’ peace and conflict resolution 

training in Central African Republic (bit.ly/car-crs) and the work of Catholics in the U.S. to build peace in their local communities (bit.ly/peaceCCHD).  

Working together, we can be vehicles of Gospel non-violence and a just peace.  

Pope Francis’ message, “Non-Violence: A Style of Politics for Peace,” is the most recent in a long history of messages for the World Day of Peace beginning with 

Pope Paul VI in 1968.   

Visit the USCCB website for a link to the 2017 World Day of Peace message and supplemental resources: bit.ly/jan-1-peace-day 

YOU CAN BE A PEACEMAKER.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO  

1. Pray. Use the Prayer for Peace in Our Communities (below) with your family, school, faith community, or in other set       tings.  

2. Learn. Read the U.S. Catholic bishops’ The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace (bit.ly/harvestofjustice) especially the section on “Nonviolence: New Im-

portance.” How can Gospel nonviolence challenge each of us personally, and as a nation?  

Learn about how faith communities are working for peace around the United States (bit.ly/peaceCCHD) and world (bit.ly/CRSpeace). How might the Holy Spirit 

be calling your community to respond?  

Look for reflections on Pope Francis’ World Day of Peace message on ToGoForth.org.  

3. Act. Join tens of thousands of others to advocate for policies that build peace at home and around the world. For current action a lerts, visit Con-

frontGlobalPoverty.org and USCCB Action Center (Votervoice.net/USCCB/home).  

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN OUR COMMUNITIES  

Let us pray . . . O Lord our God, in your mercy and kindness, no thought of ours is left unnoticed, no desire or concern ignored.  

You have proven that blessings abound when we fall on our knees in prayer, and so we turn to you in our hour of need.  

Surrounded by violence and cries for justice, we hear your voice telling us what is required . . . “Only to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly 

with your God” (Mi 6:8).  

Fill us with your mercy so that we, in turn, may be merciful to others. Strip away pride, suspicion, and racism so that we may seek peace and justice in our com-

munities.  

Strengthen our hearts so that they beat only to the rhythm of your holy will. Flood our path with your light as we walk humbly toward a future filled with en-

counter and unity.  

Be with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for only by the prompting of your grace can we progress toward virtue.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Santa visits the good girls and boys at ICC St. Mary’s  Academy Sings 



We ask for your prayers for the following:  
 

Bea Peterson, Leonard Austin, Ray & Adelia St. Hilaire, Ruby Carver, Patsy Sheffer, Edward Maleady, Neill Waytkus, Cathy Diehl, Jackie 
Eastwood, Briann Dimaggio, George Kaukus, Frannie Davendonis, Gayle Magisano, Terry Lettre, Jean Waytkus, Jay Accashian, Cheryl 
Kresky, June Baker, John (J.D.) Ellis.  Those who have  been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in 
the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call:   Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

 

 Practical Approach to  
Parish Pastoral Councils  

 

Saturday, January 21, 2017  
9:00 am to 2:30 pm  

 
 Presented by Dr. Mark F. Fischer  

Did you ever wonder what Pastoral Councils do?  

Catholic pastors consult pastoral councils in order to be better leaders. Bishops and priests ask their councilors to investigate some aspect of the 

church, reflect on it, and recommend their conclusions. In brief, the work of the pastoral council is pastoral planning – not managing committees.  

Pastoral councils were first recommended in Vatican II’s “Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops.” They exist in three-fourths of the 18,000 Catholic 

parishes in the USA. Yet even today, almost fifty years after Vatican II, the debate about the nature of the pastoral council still continues. People dis-

cuss what councils do, how they do it, and the motive for putting their gifts at the service of the Church.  

 

WHERE? At St. Edward’s in Clifton Park, 569 Clifton Park Center Road  

WHO?  Pastoral Council and anyone else in our parish interested in serving on the council.  

 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany  
For more information call 518-453-6661 or  
e-mail PastoralCouncil.Training@rcda.org  

There is no fee, but registration is required as lunch will be served  
Please register by Friday, January 6, 2017 Click Here to Register  

Online registration is available at www.rcda.org 

DECK THE HALLS 



Immaculate Conception Parish  

December 31 & January 1, 2017 

This Week:  December 31 & 1, 2017 
Lay Ministers:  See Sign Up Sheet 
Counters:  Mike Baily, Mike Shea & Andrea White 
Next Week:  January 7 & 8,  2017 
Lay Ministers:  Team #1 
Counters:  Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett 
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to 
serve.) 

 

Advertiser of the Week …  
We would like to thank 

Lester Goodermote 
Accounting & Income Tax Service 

3864 State Route 7 
Hoosick Falls, NY  

518-686-7710 
518-663-8896 

Fax: 518-686-3299 

50 Years of Tax Experience 
                          

              THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET  
 EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM  

 IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM  
 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

 CHURCH HALL. 
 ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN! 

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if 
you are unable to approach the altar.  The usher will then make ar-
rangements for Communion to be brought to your pew. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  & ATTENDANCE   

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  December 17 & 18: 

Offertory………………………..……$2,617.00 

Fuel…………………………………….$300.00 

Faith Formation…………………..$50.00 

Candles………………………………$56.00 

 Total:  $3,023.00 

ATTENDANCE  December 17 & 18: 

4 PM……...133  9 AM…….163 

  Total:  296 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  December 24 & 25: 

 

BULLETIN PRINTED IN ADVANCE 

 

ATTENDANCE  December 24 & 25: 

4 PM……...  9 AM……. 

  Total:   

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 
We have low gluten hosts for anyone affected by Celiac disease.  Call 
our office for your hosts.  686-5064. 


