
WE PRAY  
ADVENT 

Purples and blues grace our worship space.  They invite us into a conversion process as the Day of the Lord dawns upon us.  We begin 
our liturgy in quiet.  We light our wreath, remembering God’s forever faithful love, singing the ancient “Maranatha”...“Come Lord, 
come Lord Jesus.  Give your people hope!  Come Lord, come Lord Jesus, and lead your people home.”  Our response to the Hebrew 
Scriptures is Psalm 27: “The Lord, is my light and my salvation, of whom should I be afraid?”  The Gospel acclamation is the bold “soon 
and very soon.”  we cannot wait the fulfillment of God among us...we live in wondrous anticipation.  The ancient Creed comes to us 
from the earliest  Church and we walk by faith today.  We gather around the Lord’s Table for our Eucharist.  We give thanks for God’s 
life giving presence among us this day, even as we look for Christ’s coming again.  As we pray and are sent out as new disciples we sing 
“Come, let’s build the Holy City, a family of love, a new tomorrow where all are free and welcomed, where truth and justice flourish.  
May the Light of God reform us as God’s Holy People. 

    Immaculate Conception Parish  
   IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH  

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY  

Bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  
tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Secretary:  Tina Becker 
 

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule 
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

Reconciliation, Saturday at 3 PM 
 

Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman 
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler 

Pastoral Council Members 
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster, 
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,  

Karen Kaufman,  JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees 
 Music Ministry: Richard Cherry                                                      

Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery Gathered at the Lord’s Table,  

we live in joyful expectation...a People of Hope 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, December 16 
4:00 PM Mass 

Victor & Jane Williams 
Catherine Monahan 

Patti Turi 
 

Sunday, December 17 
9:00 AM Mass 

Deceased Members of the 
Ciuk & Levandowski Families 

Fred Bouplon 
 

Monday, December 18 
12 Noon Mass 

John & Jennie Zelker 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
8:30 AM Mass 

St. Patrick’s Church 
 

Friday, December 22 
12 Noon Mass 

“For Harmony Among All Religions” 
 

Saturday, December 23 
4:00 PM Mass 

Michael & Jennifer Bakaitis 
 

Sunday, December 24 
9:00 AM Mass 
Patrick Flynn 

 
4:00 PM  

Christmas Eve Mass 
at Immaculate Conception Church 

“For Peace Everywhere” 
 

6:00 PM  
Christmas Mass 

at St. Patrick’s Church 
 

6:30 PM  
Christmas Mass 

at Immaculate Conception Church 
“Respecting all Life” 

 
 

3rd Sunday of advent                         december 17, 2017 

Please bring any type of the following items: 
 tuna fish, canned fruit, canned goods,  cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our 

donation box in church.  There is always a need for old bags to be reused.   
 

         Food Pantry Volunteers … We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry 
to help.  If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
12/17/17 - 12/23/17 

In honor of the Risen Christ 
we remember: 

Michael & Jennifer Bakaitis 

 
 
 
 
 

STONE SOUP GROUP 
 

The Stone Soup story teaches us that if we each give a little, if we share what we have, we can achieve a 
lot.  With colder days and longer nights let us share and give a little by making an extra pot of soup.  We 
can share with the Food Pantry, residents at Wood Bridge and Wood Park apartments.  You decide on the 
amount of soup, as few as 10 bowls or as many as 30 or more.  How can you take part? 
 

• Sign up at church - there will be a signup sheet on a table at the entrance of the church and Beth 

Ferrannini will be scheduling people before and after 9:00AM mass on Sundays. Or  

• Call Beth Ferrannini at 518-686-4728 or call/text at 518-207-7727 and arrange for the day most con-

venient for you.  

• Soup containers will be provided.   

• For your convenience, you may leave your soup at the Rectory and delivery will be arranged, or you 

can deliver yourself.  
 
Call Beth Ferrannini if you have any questions.  Please no spicy or cream based soup.  If you have not read 
the Stone Soup folktale it is worth reading.  
 
— Philippians 2:4 “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 

others.” 

 

PARISH MEETING  

Sunday, January 21, 2017  

10:00 AM, at the church 

We have had a few weeks to process the information we heard during the meetings held on November 
11, and 12th regarding our parish.  Now it is time to meet again and share what we heard and how we felt 
after those meetings.   
 
This conversation will continue to help crystalize our parish vision.  Continue to consider the following 
questions: 
 

• What is the justice in spending large amounts of money when there are other humanitarian needs in 

our community and the world? 

• What is our greatest debt to our tradition and to future generations?  

• Are the People of God the Church? Is a building? Both? How? 

• Should our worship space be renewed to encourage more active participation at Mass?   

• How do we become more engaged disciples of Christ? 

• How do we honestly, realistically face population changes, fewer Catholics, fewer priests, dwindling 

resources, and the busyness of parishioners? 

• How can we become a self-supporting parish?  “Financial information is available at our office.” 

 – Proverbs 15:22 “Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.” 



ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY 

PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957  
Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer 

Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary  
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community.  Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy  

provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.  

 

 
 

Our next class is  
Sunday, January 7th 

All classes are at St. Mary’s Academy.   
 
 

Class assistants are needed.  Yes, you can help make a difference in a 
child’s life….contact Deb Kapron, Deb Mahar, or our parish office today. 

NEW ALTAR SERVERS 

Anyone in 3rd grade or older is invited to help out at Mass  
as an altar server.  Please let Fr. Tom Zelker know at church. 

CAUGHT UP IN THE SPIRIT! 

What would you like to do to witness to Christ? ...to make a difference 

in our world, our community? 

 Write birthday cards to homebound parishioners 

 Send thank you cards to the military 

 Visit nursing home parishioners 

 Bake cookies for kids 

 Email Congress lobbying for the poor 

 Send a card to seminarians 

 Help with hospitality at Mass 

 Send a Mass card to a bereaved family 

 Greet people at Church 

 Or something new and wonderful you would like to begin or help 

with. 

 

 

 

Dear Friends of SMA, 

We hope that you have had a blessed 2nd week of Advent this past 

week.  We celebrated this week by hosting a dress down and bake sale 

to collect stuffing, Jello, and money to purchase pajamas for the HACA 

Christmas baskets.   

Thank you for coming out last Saturday night to our annual holiday 

cabaret!  It was a great time had by all.  Thank you to the West Side 

Drive band for providing our entertainment.  

We want to thank you for coming to our Advent concert on Wednesday 

night.  The students did a fantastic job.  Thank you to Ms. Caron for her 

teaching and direction.   

SMA will be closed from Friday, December 22nd at 11:00am until Tues-

day, January 2nd.  School resumes on Wednesday, January 3rd.   

As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school. 

With many blessings, 

-Mrs. Amanda Goyer-  

UNDERSTANDING THE WORD 

On this Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday, these readings invite us to rejoice in 
the various advents of Christ, first in the flesh, now present in the Spirit, 
and soon to return at the parousia.  While the reading from Isaiah is 
quoted by the Lucan Jesus at the inauguration of his mission, here the 
prophet announces a word of joy to the recently returned exiles.  The 
vision depicted is that of a Jubilee Year (Leviticus 25:10), when those 
who have lost their land and freedom will receive all back.  The joy of 
this news is likened to a glorious military triumph (Isaiah 61:10a)  or a 
wedding celebration (Isaiah 61:10b).  Thus Israel, once forsaken in exile, 
will be exalted by God in the presence of the nations (Isaiah 61:11). 
 
The reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians describes how 
the faithful are to live in anticipation of the final advent of Christ, his 
second coming.  They are to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and 
not hinder the gifts of the Spirit.  Paul’s directions were meant to keep 
the community of believers “perfectly holy” and “blameless for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:23).  At this point 
in early Christianity, the parousia was thought to be imminent; hence 
the need to remain pure in spirit, soul, and body, for “the Lord will 
come like a thief at night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:1). 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjplYC2jNzKAhWhloMKHTUBDPQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pineforgeacademy.org%2Ffrom-the-principals-desk%2Ffrom-the-principals-desk-nov-2013%2F&psig=AFQjCNFgBE-KVEYJi


ADVENT PRAYER, PRAISE AND SERVICE 

• Sunday, December 17th after the 9:00 AM Mass - Church Deco-
rating   We need your help with balsam fir trees, lights, and 
wreaths. 

 

• Monday, December 18th - FLOWER REMEMBRANCES ARE DUE!! 
 

• The Prophetic Imagination - Inspiring and challenging words from 
Biblical prophets, their excuses and their search for truth.  Availa-
ble in church. 

 

• The Little Blue Book - Reflections for the season from the Gospel of 
Matthew. 

 

• 2018 Calendars, donated by Mahar Funeral Home, are available in 

church. 

• Open for Prayer and Peace - Our church is open and lighted 24 
hours a day.  The Immaculate Conception stained glass window 
and steeple are lighted every evening until 9PM. 

Christmas Mass: 
                         Sunday, December 24, 2017      Monday, December 25, 2017 
                     4:00 PM - Immaculate Conception Church         9:00 AM - Immaculate Conception Church 
                   6:00 PM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge                     11:00 AM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge 
                   6:30 PM - Immaculate Conception Church  

CHRISTMAS MASS MINISTRY SIGN-UP 

In the back of Church and in our office.  We need you:  servers, readers, singers, greeters, ushers, ministers of Communion, and bell ringers. 

‘ TIS THE SEASON 

Caroling - Saturday, December 30th  at 5:15 PM 

Gathering on our Church steps 

We sing Christmas in our neighborhoods. 

Hot chocolate, too!  

FIRST DAY HIKE 

Monday, January 1st at 12:30 PM 

Leaving the rectory for Matteson Hollow Trail, Cherry Plain 

A family level walk along a crystal clear trout brook,  

through forests of pine and hemlock.  A great way to begin 2018! 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 

Christmas begins with the 4 PM Mass on Sunday, December 24th.   
Advent concludes on Saturday, December 23rd with the 4 PM Mass and 
on Sunday, December 24th with the 9 AM and 11 AM (St. Patrick’s) 
Masses.  It can be confusing, but that’s just part of being Catholic. 

 

HELP FOR THE HOMELESS AND FELLOW TRAVELLERS 

As people pass through and need help we are putting together 

“containers of compassion”.  Items needed:  granola bars, fruit roll ups, 

individual juice boxes, trail mix, and personal hygiene items.  They can 

be brought to church.  Thank you. 

 

“SOON IT WILL BE CHRISTMAS DAY” 

 

The ancient monastic Rule of St. Benedict includes many memorable 
lines, but perhaps no instruction points more powerfully to the mean-
ing of the  Christian life than, “Let all guests who arrive be received as 
Christ.”  On Christmas we receive the Christ-child anew, God’s gift of 
love and transformation taking flesh and dwelling in our midst.  On that 
day, we often welcome dozens of people who are not normally in our 
church each Sunday.  What a wonderful moment to welcome the guest 
as Christ. 
 
For many people, coming to a Christmas service or Mass is important, 
even if the rest of the year they are away from the Church.  Our intent 
should be to create a wonderful experience for our parish community, 
but also for the many visitors who will come with friends, family, or by 
themselves to our sanctuaries. 
 
First and foremost, our Mass should emanate the joy, hope, and love of 
this beautiful season.  People do not need to be reminded, directly or 
indirectly, that they are visitors.  Even good humored ribbing about the 
pews being fuller than normal can be off-putting and make people feel 
that rather than cherished guests, they are interlopers.  It’s a good idea, 
in advance of Christmas Day, to remind people that their “spot” in the 
pews may need to be graciously shared. 
 
The greatest welcome and evangelization we can offer, though, may 
simply be a loving smile and a warm greeting when we encounter new 
people.  Scooting over and enthusiastically making room for someone 
can be as strong a message as anything we say. 
 
Christmas Time can be a remarkable moment to reawaken and reani-
mate our discipleship, and to discover new ways to welcome the guest 
as Christ. 

BATTENKILL CHORALE 
Presents 

VERDI REQUIEM 
Come hear the 110-voice Battenkill Chorale, world class soloists and 48 
piece orchestra in this magnificent piece - the drama of grand opera, 
magnificent symphonic writing, stunning choruses, and virtuosic solo-
ists all in one spectacular masterpiece! 
 

Saturday, January 20 & Sunday, January 21, both at 3pm 
Zankel Music Center’s Helen Filene Ladd Concert Hall 

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY 
 

$20 general admission 
To purchase tickets, call (518) 692-7458  
or email: battenkilltickets@gmail.com 



Immaculate Conception Parish  

December 16 & December 17, 2017 

Advertiser of the Week …  

Dewey’s auto repair 
182 Main St. 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 
(518) 686-9830 

Please Call for Appointment 
Kevin Dewey, Owner 

 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  & ATTENDANCE   

 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  December 9 & 10: 

Offertory……………………………..……..$2,831.00 

Faith Formation…………………...…….$165.00 

Immaculate Conception………………$75.00 

Candles...…………………….………………$36.52 

 Total:  $3,107.52 

ATTENDANCE  December 9 &  10: 

4 PM……...122 9 AM……. 168 Total: 290 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well.  This may be an easy 
way for you to support our parish.  Please contact our office for more 
information. 

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
Bob Smith, Alexandra Lettre, Ken Burns, Marcus Martinez, Helen Resti-
no, Baby Rousseau, Frank Novak, Bill Green, Nicholas Waytkus, Pat 
Finzer, Mary McCaffery, Chick Thurber, Luka Vincent Raziano, Armand 
Rousseau, Robert Sargood, Scott Williams, Marie Godfrey, Mary Carter, 
Sandy Freeman, Kari Bornt, Diane Grogan, Corinne Philpott, Helen Ho-
gan, David Martin, Rosemary O’Malley, Mary Slingerland, Cheryl Kresky 
and William Plisko. Those who have  been on the list for quite some 
time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you 
are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call: 
Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

Bulletin Submission Guidelines …  
The Bulletin deadline for new submissions is noon on Tuesday.  Send 
submissions to: immconcept@roadrunner.com along with your name 
and phone number. 

This Week:  December 16 & December 17, 2017 
Lay Ministers:  Team #3 
Counters:  Linda Bennett & Mike Bailey 
Next Week:  December 23 & December 24, 2017 
Lay Ministers:  See Sign Up Sheets 
Counters:  Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis, & Jerry McAuliffe 
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to 
serve.) 

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if you 
are unable to approach the altar.  The usher will then make arrange-
ments for Communion to be brought to your pew. 


