
    Immaculate Conception Parish  
God of all nations, times, and peoples: You have gathered us together this day as disciples of Jesus Christ, to be your Sac-

rament of Love in our history today.  Fill us all with your Spirit in a new bond of Peace.  Enthuse us in our Communion 
with, You, O God, and with each other to strive to live in mutual respect, humility, and unity.  May we live in a manner 

worthy of our calling.  Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.      

Bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  

tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Managers:  Jake Kinney & Linda Billert 

Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

 Facebook page:  Immaculate Conception Hoosick Falls 

WE PRAY   

 

During the season of Summer, we celebrate the profound mystery of Christ among us.  Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 

118: “Whose love is forever, whose love is forever, whose love is forever more!”  All of creation…with the Summer rains…with hills and 

mountains…with the sky and planets…with songs in our hearts…gives thanks.  Our Gospel acclamation is the joyful Celtic Alleluia.  Com-

ing to the Lord’s table we remember, “When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your Death until you come again.”  

God’s love for us is so deep that Jesus could give his life for all people.  Our lives are transformed to be that same Christ for each other! 

We gather around the Lord's Table and are sent out as Christ's beloved disciples. 

 
 
 
 

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule: 

Held at First United Church 

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

 

Trustees: Ed Gorman & Ellen Scott 

Finance Council: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, Mike Sanders & Linda Billert 

Pastoral Council Members: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster 

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini 

Karen Kaufman, and the two Trustees 

Music Ministry: Richard Cherry 

Worship and Environment: Lynne Mango 

 

 



 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Masses are celebrated at First United 
Church due to ceiling problems at ICC 

 
Saturday, August 4 

4:00 PM Mass 
SMA Alumni 

Manuel Custodio 
(Req. Isabel Custodio) 

Catherine Harrington 
(Req. Dianne Harrington) 

Mary Trimble 
(Req. Dianne Harrington) 

 

Sunday, August 5 
9:00 AM Mass 

Richard and Virginia Murphy 
(Req. Virginia Cuddihy) 

 

Monday, August 6 
No Mass 

 
Friday, August 10 

No Mass 
 

Saturday, August 11 
4:00 PM Mass 
Johanna Hyde 

(Req. Art Hyde) 

Benjamin Karol 
(Req. Agnes Mary Karol) 

 

Sunday, August 12 
9:00 AM Mass 
Judy Mather 
(Req. Joan James) 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time                August 5, 2018

Please bring any type of the following items: 
tuna fish, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, canned goods,  cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items 

to our donation box in church.  There is always a need for old bags to be reused.   
Food Pantry Volunteers … We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.   

 If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

Practice of Faith 
 

Whether through manna in the desert, or Jesus, the bread of life, God feeds his people what 
they need.  But there is also an expectation that the People of God will live right.  It’s good for 
us to know what sustains us comes from God.  One good response is to develop habits toward 
food sustainability.  You could eat food produced locally so that transportation does not create 
greenhouse gases that harm God’s earth.  Join a community-supported agriculture farm, which 
will sell you produce.  It’s prime gardening season, with harvest at hand.  Stand in your garden 
or yard, or over your vegetable  drawer, and give thanks to God for the fruits of the earth, one 
of the oldest kinds of prayer known to humans.  Thank God for farmers!  Buy fresh and local.   

 
 

Scripture Insights 

The people of Israel show in the First Reading how difficult it was for them to allow God to lead 

them on their journey from slavery to the Promised Land.  They complain and long for the old 

days “as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our fill of bread” in Egypt.  How easily they forgot what 

the Lord had done for them!  Despite their ingratitude, God never abandoned them.  Instead, 

God gave them manna, “bread from heaven,” as the Responsorial Psalm says. 

The Gospel continues John’s narrative, setting the stage for a discourse in which Jesus explains 

the symbolism and significance of the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand.  He challeng-

es his hearers about their motivations.  They followed him because they focused on the materi-

al gift he had given them - namely, bread to eat.  Instead, Jesus focuses on the deeper spiritual 

meaning they should seek, “the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you.”  When they point to the gift of manna their ancestors ate in the desert, Jesus re-

minds them that it was not Moses who gave them manna, but the Father who “gives you the 

true bread from heaven.”  When Jesus says “I am the bread of life,” he shows how the manna 

in the desert foreshadowed his own coming.  “I am” is a way Jesus identifies himself with God, 

claiming his divinity.  He speaks in the manner of God in the Old Testament where “I am” is 

God’s name (Exodus 3:14).  As “the bread of life,” Jesus is one who gives bread that is eternal 

life.  Real hunger can only be satisfied through a personal relationship with Jesus. 

 
 
 

As part of our parish and school wide effort to become ever more a people and place of peace, 
we are asking all parishioners - adults and students, to sign “The No Place for Hate Promise.”  
This is a resolution to live respectfully; treating all people fairly, with kindness and tolerance.  In 
the midst of a world embroiled in violence and fear, we need to be a church of welcome, 
peace, and joy.  Our sign-up sheet is on the hospitality table.  So far 200 parishioners have 
signed this “Declaration of Independence” from hate.  Let this freedom ring throughout our 
land. 



ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY 

PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957  
Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer 

Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary  
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community.  Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy  

provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 6.  

Dear Friends of SMA, 

SMA will once again partner with Colonie Center in their school bucks 

program.  Last year we finished 14th out of 27 schools.  This program is 

as easy as 1, 2, 3!  One: shop, dine, or go to the movies at Colonie Cen-

ter. Two: fill out a form and drop the form (along with your receipts) 

into the drop box at the security desk.  Be sure to write St. Mary’s Acad-

emy at the top of the form.  There will be a box in the back of church 

where you can drop off your receipts.  I will take receipts down once a 

month.  Three: watch for double and triple point opportunities.  For 

every dollar spent, SMA receives 1 point.  The top 10 schools receive a 

check at the school bucks ceremony in June 2019.  Anyone who shops 

at Colonie Center can submit receipts for SMA!  Thank you for your 

support of this program!  

We are still enrolling students in grades PreK-6 for the 2018-2019 

school year.  We currently have just eight spots left in our PreK 3 pro-

gram and only two spots left in our PreK 4 program.  Don’t wait to ap-

ply for our PreK program.  Call SMA at 518-686-4314 to talk about 

your child’s educational future today!   

As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school. 

With many blessings, 

-Mrs. Amanda Goyer- 

 

 

A Prayer for Beginning 

Beloved Jesus, anoint us to do your will.  May the joy of Your presence in us draw us closer to one another. 

Expand our sight, that we may see Your plan for us; warm our hearts by the flame of Your love; open your lips that we may speak 
Your Word; extend our hands, that we may embrace one another as friends; speak to us, that we may discover the role You have 

for us…that we may be Your body, Your Church.   

Share with us the gift of Your faithfulness, that we may follow the shepherds You place in our midst.   

Guide us, good and gentle Jesus, as we discover again the gift of Your Kingdom in our midst…and strengthen us to follow Your 
will.   

Amen. 

Share the Abundance 

Fresh vegetables from your garden can be donated to our Food 

Pantry on John St. at any time.  We have a “veggie bin” on the 

premises, constructed by our Girl Scouts.  Vegetables may also 

be dropped off at Mass or on the Rectory porch. 

Summertime and the livin’ is easy 

I’m on vacation this week in the Adirondacks… fishing and ca-

noeing; crawling and caving; rocking and eating.  We welcome 

Fr. Tom Hayes to our parish for Mass this weekend.  Tom was 

my pastor for St. John’s-St. Ann’s when I was ordained.  He is a 

good friend and a compassionate minister of the Gospel.  Let’s 

welcome Tom with Hoosick hospitality 

Fr. Tom Zelker 

Back 2 School Boost 
 

For the 13th year the Hoosick Area Church Association will be 
collecting school supplies for Back 2 School Boost.  Sign-up 
sheets are available at the HACA Food Pantry at 26 John Street, 
as well as all HACA Churches, Hoosick Falls Central School, and 
St. Mary’s Academy.  Requests will be filled after August 1 as 
they are received in order that families can plan for any special 
back to school needs.   
 
Supplies can be left at any HACA Church, the Food Pantry Cart in 
Tops Market, or Hoosick Falls Federal Credit Union.  Suggested 
items include: backpacks, erasers, glue sticks and bottles, index 
cards, highlighters, markers, spiral notebooks, loose leaf pa-
per, tab dividers, 3-ring binders, pens, pencils, rulers, pencil 
boxes, hand sanitizer, and facial tissues.   
 
Monetary contributions are appreciated as they enable us to 
purchase backpacks and other specifically needed items.  A do-
nation of $25.00 provides a fully-stocked, age-appropriate back-
pack.  Contributions may be sent to HACA, P.O. Box 1, Hoosick 
Falls, NY 12090. 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjplYC2jNzKAhWhloMKHTUBDPQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pineforgeacademy.org%2Ffrom-the-principals-desk%2Ffrom-the-principals-desk-nov-2013%2F&psig=AFQjCNFgBE-KVEYJi


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disembarkment on Hoosic...by the light of the silvery moon 
 
 

 

 

On Saturday, September 22, 2018, the Hearts Aflame Eucharistic Congress will 

meet at the Shrine of the North American Martyrs in Auriesville, NY, starting at 

9:00 AM until 3:00 PM.  Registration begins at 8:00 AM.  The Eucharistic Con-

gress is a diocesan-wide gathering with our Bishop, centered around the Lord 

Jesus in the Eucharist.  It will include special speakers, devotions, and activities 

for children and youth.  All Catholics in our diocese and guests from all faith 

traditions are welcome.  For more information and registration, please visit 

www.rcda.org/heartsaflame.   

“Come, Holy Spirit!  Enkindle in us the fire of your love!” 

We are looking into renting a van for this day.  Please make reservations at our 

office as soon as possible 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Assumption Harvest Festival, Wednesday, August 15.  Mass at 
6:00 PM, followed by our Summer Harvest Picnic of submarine 
sandwiches.  This feast of Resurrection yields a harvest rich in 
peace, justice, goodwill, and life.  Please bring a salad or dessert 
to share.   
 
 
 
 

Please be mindful, our Immaculate Conception Parish is NOT 

soliciting any donations for repair, restoration, or buying our 

church building.  Other groups are asking for money.  These 

groups are not authorized by our parish, diocese, or church.  

Please be careful and smart whenever you’re asked for contribu-

tions.  Our official parish capital campaign is in the works.  We’ll 

all know when that begins.  Thank you. 

Going off to College? 

We’d like to keep in touch… letters, food, and fun stuff.  Please 

get your address and contact information to our office ASAP!  At 

home, commuting, or living on/off campus… let us know.  Study 

hard, have fun, and enjoy these days of college. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After hiking along the Poultney River, Ryan, Jeremy, and Kellan 
find the waterfall entrance to Indian Cave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encountering a rare Neanderthal cave man, a spelunker faints, 
while the others fend off the annoyed, depth dwelling primi-
tive human. No one was injured but some feelings were hurt. 

Becoming Christian 
 

Live with humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another through love, striving to preserve the unity through 

the bond of peace. 
 

 



Immaculate Conception Parish  

August 4 & August 5, 2018 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  &  ATTENDANCE   

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  July 28 &  July 29: 

Offertory………………………………………………$3,871.38 

Peter’s Pence Collection…………………………$157.00 

Grand Total……………………………………………….……$4,028.38 

 

ATTENDANCE  July 28 & July 29: 

 

4 PM……...130 9 AM…….125  Total: 255 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well.  This may be an easy 
way for you to support our parish.  Please contact our office for more 
information. 

 

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
Mary McCaffery, Chick Thurber, Marie Godfrey, Mary Carter, Corinne 
Philpott, David Martin, Rosemary O’Malley, Ann Foster, Jim Baker, Judy 
Quackenbush, Winnie Restino, Frank Marmillo, Anne Eberle, Jane Davis, 
Sally Williams, Deanna Aldrich, Mary Wrubleski, Julianna Suarez, and 
Dave Lukas.  Those who have been on the list for quite some time will 
still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need 
of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call: Margaret 
O’Malley at 686-7835. 

This Week:  August 4 & August 5, 2018 
Lay Ministers: Team 1 
Counters:  Bob Medvetz, Mike Shea & Andrea White 
Next Week: Heather Hassett & Mike Bailey 
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are 
unable to serve.) 

Advertiser of the Week …  
We would like to thank 

Sweet Sara’s 
Custom Desserts 

Eat dessert first...life is uncertain! 

Kelly O’Connor 
Retail Shop located at the Hoosick Falls Armory 

80 Church St., Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

(518) 269-7375 
sweetsarascd@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

 Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders.   
         Call the office. 
 Sunday morning:  Collection counters.  Call the office. 
 Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Mary Merriam, Gloria Shufon, 

or call the office.  686-5064 

Holy Communion… Please be sure to let one of the greeters 
know if you are unable to approach the altar.  The usher will 
then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your 
pew. 


