
                   Immaculate Conception Parish  

We Pray Christmas 

Our worship space is decorated with flowers, candles, trees, colorful banners, and a beautiful Nativity scene.  The Lord’s Table becomes 

today’s manger where God’s people are fed with Bread and Wine of Heaven.  As we gather for Mass, we sing “Glory to God; peace to 

all people,” echoing the song of Bethlehem’s angels.  Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 96 and the canticle “Today our 

Savior is born, this is the Day, Christ our Savior is born.”  We live in the eternal today of God!  We join together with all Creation rejoic-

ing for beauty, wonder, and life surrounding us.  The Gospel acclamation, shouts, “Alleluia!”  When we gather around the Table of the 

Lord, we proclaim with new born faith “you have set us free by Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection.”  We are sent forth, caught up in the love 

of God, unseen and beyond us, yet now born as one in us.  May Christmas’ song resound in us every day.   

 

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule: 

Held at First United Church 

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

 

Trustees: Ed Gorman & Ellen Scott 

Finance Council: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, Mike Sanders & Linda 
Billert 

Pastoral Council Members: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster 

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini 

Karen Kaufman, and the two Trustees 

Music Ministry: Richard Cherry 

Worship and Environment: Lynne Mango 

 

bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward B. Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  

tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Manager:  Sue Hyde 

 

Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

 Facebook page:  Immaculate Conception Hoosick 

Falls 



the epiphany of the lord             January 6, 2019 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Masses are celebrated at First 

United Church due to ceiling 

problems at ICC 

 

 

 

Saturday,  January 5 

4:00 PM  Mass   

Michael Rodak 

(Req. Linda Hutchins) 

Rosemary O’dell 

(Req. Richard O’dell) 

 

 

Sunday,  January 6 

9:00 AM Mass 

Sharon Davendonis 

(Req. Family) 

 

 

Monday, January 7 

12:00PM Mass 

Rosemary O’dell 

(Req. Richard O’dell) 

For Orthodox Christians  

on their Christmas Day 

 

 

Wednesday, January 9 

8:30 AM Mass  

 St. Patrick’s, Cambridge 

10:30 AM - Christmas Mass at 

the Danforth 

 

 

Friday,  January 11 

12:00 PM  Mass 

Remembering our  

homeless neighbors 

 

 

Saturday,  January 12 

4:00 PM  Mass   

Marie Godfrey 

(Req. Nina & Ed Leffler) 

Wesley Brownell 

(Req. Nina & Ed Leffler) 

 

 

Sunday,  January 13 

9:00 AM Mass 

For all our people 

 

 

Yesterday’s Christmas 

I look around the glow of street lights, the trees softly dusted with snow 

My heart fills with sadness and I wonder, where did Christmas go? 

When did we all lose sight of the meaning of the babe sent to save all mankind? 

       Destroying one another and everything He made, cannot be what God had in mind  

 

Look around, take a good look around at what is happening every day 

Do you think He looks down upon us all, and do you think He’s really okay? 

It seems to me, when I look back on Christmas from yesterday 

Though not perfect at all, we all tried together, to find a better way 

 

There were just carolers gathering, neighbors sharing, kids sleigh riding on every hill in sight 

We didn’t just shoot each other in anger, our kids dying in the street, the news so tragic each night 

There wasn’t endless destruction and madness, or awful news every single day 

Does anyone stop to wonder - maybe back then, it was because we were doing things His way? 

 

We have moved so far from the Light and the Way and closer to the dark and the wrong 

We judge each other by skin color and wealth and then can’t figure out how to get along 

Children are being raised without boundaries, manners or regard for human life 

Taken further away from what is important and real, sadly lacking in this world full of strife 

 

Try setting down the cell phones, the tablets, strop loading up your families with more 

Grab a pizza, sit down at the table, have real conversations instead of hurrying out the door 

Take a memory from yesterday’s Christmas and bring it to life some how 

Share it with your neighbor, your family, your friends - start it today, start it right now 

 

If we all try a little harder to be kind, to be helpful and lift one another in His name 

It takes so little, to do so much, and we are all really to blame 

 

We need to draw each other in, not divide each other more and more 

The babe was sent for all of us, every color, every nation, sea to sea and door to door 

No one believes that He exists, He is removed from everywhere, every day 

And yet we cry out and don’t understand - how did we get this way? 

 

Maybe if we all go back in time, to a Christmas from yesterday 

We could bring forward allthat was right and good, because we need to find a way 

We need to work together, not just Christmas but every day 

 

Each one of us, not divided by color or hate, and never let His light dim 

The babe in the manger was His gift to us 

For all lives, always matter to Him 

 

        Tanya Elizabeth Hicks 

        December 12, 2018 

 

New Horizons of Faith - Beatitudes of Christian Living 

No Hate Spoken or Lived Here 

 

Remember our parish pledge to strive to live love more fully and banish hate from our midst.  May Christ, born among us, 

energize us in our witness to inclusivity.   

 Stand up for the rights of all  

 Counter hateful, derogatory talk by saying this is unacceptable 

 Remember your family’s roots - remember the Klan?  The “Know Nothings”?  Fr. Conklin on the radio? 

 Visit a homebound neighbor 

 Write a letter to someone imprisoned. 

 Listen to another person’s ideas 

 Be attentive at Mass - sing, smile, stay for hospitality. 

 Plant a beautiful tree in the Spring 

 Be a little more positive about life in 2019! 

  



 

      The Season Unfolds Among Us in Many Beautiful Ways... 

 

 



Dear Friends of SMA, 

We hope you had a blessed Christmas season!  

Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Rockin’ the 

Holidays cabaret fundraiser. We made $6,800 that will go towards ex-

penses here at SMA.  We also collected $812.00 to benefit our Angel 

Fund.  That $812.00 will help families send their children to SMA who 

may not be able to afford it otherwise.  Thank you, thank you, thank you 

for your continued support of your parish school. 

Mark your calendars for our spaghetti dinner and talent show to 

kick off Catholic Schools Week on Saturday, January 26th.  More infor-

mation about Catholic Schools Week will appear in next week’s bulletin.   

As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school. 

With many blessings, 

-Mrs. Amanda Goyer- 

Reflecting on the Word:  O Star of Wonder 

 In much the same way that a movie director shouts “Lights! 

Camera! Action!” our Epiphany acclamation is “Light! Inclusivity! 

Epiphany!”  Epihanies are manifestations of a divine or supernatural 

being.  The Epiphany of the Lord Jesus manifests the light that God 

shines on our world, a loving light that is utterly inclusive.  Ephesians 

proclaims: “the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and 

copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Ephesians 

3:6).  A faithful Jew in Jesus’ day would find these words unthinkable, 

but they are not unthinkable to the God whom Jesus revealed.  They can 

change our world, which often wants to exclude some of God’s children.  

The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World states: 

“Respect and love ought to be extended also to those who think or act 

differently than we do in social, political and even religious matters.  In 

fact, the more deeply we come to understand their ways of thinking 

through such courtesy and love, the more easily be able to enter into 

dialogue with them”.  These words renew the meaning of Epiphany for 

our day and time.  God is utterly inclusive. 

 Isaiah addresses people who experienced darkness covering 

the earth.  Many would say our day is similar: fires, hurricanes, racial 

and ethnic division, increasing talk about nuclear arms, terrorist acts, 

exploding cases of sexual misconduct, and more.  Yet, we celebrate that 

the light has come to lessen the darkness we experience by turning to the 

light of Christ.  Herod fed fear and slaughtered the innocents.  Christ 

feeds hope.  His birth in Bethlehem, the least among the rulers of Judah, 

signals that hope.  Nothing is small in the service of God.  Turn to 

Christ.  Follow his star, do him homage by letting his light dispel your 

darkness.  Shine with and find his light in all life’s situations.   

Light! Inclusivity! Epiphany! 

Stone Soup Group 

Make a pot of soup and share with our neighbors.  

Any kind of soup (except creamy soups) is wonder-

ful.  Containers are available at our parish office.  

Soup can be delivered to the Food Pantry (Mondays 

and Fridays at 10:00 AM; Wednesday at 6:30 PM), 

Woodbridge/Wood Park or left at our office.  Have 

a soup party, stir the pot, and share the warmth. 

Faith Formation 

We gather at Eucharist and then continue with class at SMA.   We have 

class today, January 6th, 2019.   Our next class is Sunday, January 13, 

2019; we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord.  Living out our own com-

mitment, we are making stone soup this Sunday to serve our neighbors 

at the Food Pantry, Wood Bridge, and Wood Park.  Bring carrots, cel-

ery, tomatoes, parsley, onions, chicken broth, noodles, etc. to class.  

This is what stone soup is all about! 

THERE IS AN URGENT NEED 

FOR: soap, toothpaste and brushes, and 

feminine hygiene items. 

Please bring any type of the following 

items: tuna fish, macaroni and cheese, canned 

fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our donation 

box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be reused.   

Food Pantry Volunteers...We are looking for volunteers to help.  

(Dianne Hosterman, 686-5310). 

Two Bedroom Apartments Available - 97 Church St., Hoosick Falls 

Catholic Charities Housing has two-bedroom affordable units immediately available.  Rents are $775, not including utilities.  Household income must 

fall below 60% Area Median Income (between $36 & $51k depending on 1-4 person household size).  Preference is given to Veteran Households.  Vet-

eran status is not a requirement, however; all are welcome to apply.  For more information and an application, please contact Nicole at (518) 459-0183, 

extension 21. 

Additional Christmas Flower Donations: 

 

In Memory of:    Given by: 

Thomas Morin    Gail Morin 

JoAnn Maloney    Kelly Brown 

Juanita Passineau,     Nash Family 

Albert & Agatha Penk, Sr. 

Mabel & Leland Smith 

     Joy Wright 

     Ed & Liesl Gorman 

     Mrs. Louise Rist 

 

Thank you to ALL who donated for Christmas Flowers! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjplYC2jNzKAhWhloMKHTUBDPQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pineforgeacademy.org%2Ffrom-the-principals-desk%2Ffrom-the-principals-desk-nov-2013%2F&psig=AFQjCNFgBE-KVEYJi


Immaculate Conception Parish  

January 5 & January 6 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS  &  ATTENDANCE   

December  22 & December 23: 

Offertory...................................................................................................$3,174.00 

Weekly E-Collection...................................................................................$60.00 

Total...........................................................................................................$3,234.00 

ATTENDANCE : Saturday, December 22,  4:00PM..........171  

                                Sunday, December 23,    9:00AM..........160 

                                                                                    Total..........331 

 

December  24 & December 25: 

Christmas Offering.................................................................................$12,009.00 

Christmas Flowers....................................................................................$2,142.00 

ATTENDANCE :  Monday, December 24, 2:00  PM..........231 

                                 Monday, December 24, 4:00 PM..........225 

                                 Monday, December 24, 6:30 PM.............86 

                                 Tuesday, December 25, 9:00 AM............68 

                                                                                     Total..........610 

 

December  29 & December  30: 

Offertory........................................................................................................$3,053.00 

Weekly E-Collection........................................................................................$60.00 

Total................................................................................................................$3,113.00 

ATTENDANCE : Saturday, December 29,  4:00PM..........140  

                                Sunday, December 30,    9:00AM..........115 

                                                                                    Total..........255 

 

Next weeks’ second offertory envelope is for : Parish Faith Formation 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE FOLLOWING:  
 

Bob Culver, Mary Dailey, Andy Beaty, Bud Barber, Kathy Shender, Nick Way-

tkus, Anezia Said Clemons, Joe Spiak, Joseph Morrissey, Peter Kane, Mary 

McCaffrey, Mary Carter, David Martin, Rosemary O'Malley, Judy Quackenbush,  

Kay Monroe, Ken Button, Anne Eberle, Jane Davis, Sally Williams, Jesse Ste-

vens, Deanna Aldrich, Noreen Stevens,  Mary Wrubleski and all those who are ill 

or hurting.  Those who have been on the prayer list for quite some time will still 

be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer for 

yourself or someone else, please call Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

This Week:  January 5 & January 6, 2019 
Lay Ministers:  Team 1 
Counters:   Mike Shea, Gina Harrison, Mary Merriam & Andrea White 
Next Week:  Heather Hassett & Eileen Bakaitis 
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to serve.) 

Our Sponsor of the Week is... 

LAW OFFICES OF  

EDWARD J. GORMAN, ESQ., PLLC 

 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

5 Main Street, PO Box 68, Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

46 23rd Street, Troy, NY 12180 

Edward J. Gorman, Esq. 

Phone (518) 686-4331  egorman@ejglaw.com 
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