
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule: 

Held at First United Church 

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

Trustees: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott 

Finance Council: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, Mike Sanders & Linda 
Billert 

Pastoral Council Members: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster 

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini, Karen Kaufman, 
and the two Trustees 

Music Ministry: Richard Cherry 

Worship and Environment: Lynne Mango 

bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward B. Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  

tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Manager:  Sue Hyde 

+Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 9:00 AM - 3:30PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Facebook page:  Immaculate Conception Hoosick 

Falls 

Immaculate Conception Church - July 27 & 28, 2019 

We Pray Summer 

Our response to the Hebrew Scripture is Psalm 118:  “Whose love is forever, whose love is forever more.”  With all creation, with winds, waters, farms, 

skies, music and song we join together in thanks and praise. The Gospel is introduced with the joyful Celtic Alleluia.  We gather at the Table of the 

Lord and proclaim our mystery “when we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.”  Our faith inspires 

and empowers us to delve into the Cross, the Tomb, the Death in our world as compassionate life  giving witnesses to be at Peace with God, ourselves, 

and each other.   

And God looked at all and saw how Good it is 



 the 17th Sunday of ordinary time                                  July 28,  2019 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Masses are celebrated at  

First United Church  

 

 

Saturday, July 27 

4:00 PM  Mass    

Jim Downey 

(Req. Family) 

Kenneth Burns 

(Req. Family) 

 

 

Sunday, July 28 

9:00 AM Mass 

Deceased ICC Ushers &  

Collectors & Marlene Banks 

(Req. Joan James) 

 

11:00 AM Mass - St. Patrick’s 

 

 

Monday, July 29 

No Mass 

 

 

Friday, August 2 

No Mass 

 

 

Saturday, August 3 

4:00 PM  Mass   

Catherine Harrington & 

 Mary Trimble 

(Req. Dianne Harrington) 

 

 

Sunday, August 4 

9:00 AM Mass 

Rita Downey 

(Req. Family) 

Bob Burns 

(Req.  Joan James) 

Marie Bekoff 

(Req.  Mike & 

Mary Ellen Sanders) 

 

11:00 AM Mass - St. Patrick’s 

 July/August 
More SMA Celebration memories... 

 

The People of God:  Renewing our Church...a letter from our Diocese 

After many discussions and meetings over the past two years, Immaculate Conception parish and St. Mary’s 

Academy are prepared to move forward with a plan, one that both the parish and the Roman Catholic Diocese 

of Albany believe is good not only for the parish but for the wider community of Hoosick Falls. 

The parish, through its leadership and ongoing study, has determined that they wish to pursue clean-up and 

restoration of Immaculate Conception Church.  The parish is also pursing an agreement with an outside organi-

zation interested in purchasing St. Mary’s Academy, believing that the sale of the school property has the po-

tential to benefit all people of Hoosick Falls, which includes the parish.  The Diocese supports the parish’s deci-

sion and prays for the success of this plan.   



THERE IS AN URGENT NEED FOR: shampoo,  

toothpaste and brushes, and feminine hygiene items. 

 

Please bring any type of the following items: jello, tuna fish, macaroni and 

cheese, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to 

our donation box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be re-

used.   

Food Pantry Volunteers...We are looking for volunteers to help. For infor-

mation and training contact Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

Vegetables may be brought to the Food Pantry any time (Please leave them 

in the “Veggie Bin”, especially right before Food Pantry Open Times 

(Mondays and Fridays at 10am; Wednesdays at 6:30pm). 

 *** Volunteers Needed! *** 

The HACA Food Pantry is in need of 3-4 ongoing volunteers for 

the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings from 6:15 pm - 8:00 pm.   

Hoosic Race Winners: Kellan and Jake...They "plowed" through the raging waters 

Hoosic Race Winners:  Kellan and Jake...They “plowed” 

through the raging waters 
A Summer Evening Prayer 

As the darkness of space slowly enfolds the earth and the light of the sun 

disappears, I come before you, O God, to conclude this day of pilgrim-

age.  I marvel that since this time last summer, the earth, in company 

with her  sun and the other planets, has traveled outward over 300 mil-

lion miles into the unchartered darkness of space.  As your pilgrim, I 

also have traveled closer this day to my destination in you, my hidden 

God.  I pause now to be consciously one with you as I enter into silent 

prayer. 

 

The summer night is filled with sounds of life.  I add my voice to them 

with a song of devotion and love. 

 

The earth is traveling on a threefold mystical journey, as it whirls in the 

dance of the day and night, makes its annual pilgrimage around the 

source of its life, the sun, and moves outward into boundless space.  I 

too have traveled this day on my pilgrim’s path.  I pause to examine 

whether on my way I have failed to remember who I am and how I am to 

respond if I would be faithful to you, my God... 

 

In your pattern of absolution which is unconditional and without end, I 

grant pardon to all who have caused me pain or injury.  May tomorrow 

find me more awake to the Way and to your presence in all of life. 

 

Grant me a sleep of refreshment, a rest that heals and restores the body 

and freshens my soul.  I entrust into your holy hands and heart the fol-

lowing intentions:________.  And when the earth has completed its 

circle-journey and again faces the sun, I look forward to once again sit-

ting in your silence, one with you in the prayer of love. 

 

I bow before you, Divine Father, Holy Mother,  

Eternal Source of my existence. 

Your heart is my home, 

from you I have come  

and to you I journey this night.  

 

 

 

 

 

Practice of Faith 

To form and sustain the relationships that give life meaning, people 

spend time together.  This week’s readings challenge us to spend time 

with God to build our relationship.  

 Meditate on the mysteries of Christ while praying the Rosary.  

Pray each night with your children.  A free daily Gospel reflection and 

daily prayer that is great for teens is available at faith.nd.edu/s/1210/

faith/start.aspx?gid=609&pgid=61.  

 Practice lectio divina, or “divine reading,” a Scripture-based contem-

plative prayer.  James Martin, SJ, offers instructions at https://wau.org/

archives/article/read_think_pray_act/.  

Scripture Insights 

Today’s readings provide the insight that our image of God influ-

ences how we pray.  In the First Reading, Abraham bargains with 

God over the number of good people needed to save all the inhabit-

ants in the city.  God emerges as a kind and patient negotiator. 

In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, God is kind and compassionate.  

God has “forgiven us all our transgressions; obliterating the bond 

against us, ...nailing it to the cross.”  God’s forgiveness is total.  Both 

readings contain the foundational dimension of the Christian image 

of God as kind, generous, and completely forgiving. 

Luke’s Gospel account presents Jesus as a man of prayer.  Inspired 

by Jesus’ example, his disciples ask him to teach them how to pray.  

In the prayer he gives them (a shortened version of Matthew’s ac-

count of the Lord’s Prayer), Jesus deepens their image of  God as 

generous and forgiving.  Beginning with “Abba”/”Father”, a small 

child’s address to a Father (“Daddy”), Jesus issues an invitation to 

approach God with the trust and love a child has for parents.  Jesus 

shows them that prayer is about forming a relationship with God. 

In the rest of the Gospel passage, Jesus continues this intimate rela-

tionship between God and God’s children.  “Would a parent offer a 

child a snake when they ask for a fish?...How much more will the 

Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask?”  In prayer, 

God knows his children’s needs better than they know themselves.  

Prayer will establish the most intimate of relationships between the 

believer and God through “the Holy Spirit” of love.   



HACA Back to School 

Needed Supplies 

 

Our parish has been asked to help out with 

loose leaf paper (wide and college ruled) and 

pocket folders.  Other items needed: Kleenex; 

erasers; rulers; pencil cases; highlighters; 

binders and index cards.  Please return to  the 

church or our office by August 1st.  These 

supplies help our local kids... thank you! 

Share the Faith 

On July 27-28, Father Francis Breen, a Maryknoll Missioner with expe-

rience in Kenya, will speak at all the Masses and give our parishioners 

an opportunity to take part in the vital work of bringing Christ’s name 

and Christ’s message to all people.  The special second collection this 

weekend is for the ministry of Maryknoll.   

While at the parish, Fr. Breen will be happy to talk with any parishion-

ers who are interested in doing overseas mission work as a Maryknoll 

Priest, Sister, Brother, or Lay Missioner.   

~ 

Fr. Tom Zelker is on  vacation July 22-August 3 somewhere in the Adi-

rondacks - fishing, caving, canoeing, or just wandering through the 

woods.   

Parish Trustee 

We welcome Christina Angell as our new parish trustee.  She joins Ellen 

Scott in this ministry.  We thank Ed Gorman for serving our community 

in this capacity for many years.  The new State laws mandate one year 

terms, renewable up to six times. 

Yes, I Want to Contribute! 

To sign up for church offering envelopes, call our office at 686-5064. 

Our church donations may also be given online; offerings are automati-

cally shared each week or monthly.  For more information and to sign 

up for either envelopes or E-giving, call our parish office.   

We Gather at the Lord’s Table 

We are working on refurbishing our Altar Table from Immaculate Con-

ception Church.  We are using an old base altar from the Church.  The 

new table top is being fashioned from our church’s original foundational 

beams.  Through it, an image of the rivers that run through our parish is 

being artistically created.  We need small stones, pebbles, and rocks 

from you...from the Hoosic, Walloomsac, Little Hoosic, and White 

Creek to place within our “River of Life” in the Lord’s Table.  The new 

Table will be from and of us...from and of our Creator.  Please bring 

your stones to our office.  Remember the old altar table top was dam-

aged by the falling ceiling.   

We’re part of each other 

Keep in Touch Phone Group 

 

...and we miss you when you’re not praying with us, so we’ve begun  

a group to reach out and contact parishioners whom we miss at 

Mass...just to say hello and we care.  So if you notice someone - 

neighbor, friend, classmate, or fellow parishioner - not present in 

our assembly, please let one of our ushers/greeters and Fr. Tom 

Zelker know.  The love of Christ compels us to embrace each other 

with joy. 

Change our World 

Our change collecting box is back in church.  Any loose change may be 

put in the box.  We, with our sisters and brothers of First United Church 

who do “Pocket Change Sunday”, will use these donations for local and 

worldwide charities.  Your spare change helps Project Heifer to assist 

farmers throughout our world.  During June and July your donations will 

purchase goats.  Goats enhance food security through milk, cheese, but-

ter and yogurt.  These valuable foods offer nutrition to those who need it 

most.  The gift of a pair of goats is one that will keep providing.   

 

 

 

 

 

New Horizons of Faith 

Beatitudes of Christian Living 

 

Talking about “sexting” with children and young people.  Sexting is the 

sending of sexually explicit messages, images, or photos by cellphone.  

This is a very dangerous technology facilitated activity for children, 

teens, and adults.  There are numerous ways of taking selfies; unfortu-

nately, we do not always comprehend that once a digital image has 

made its way to the internet, it is often out there forever.  Young people 

can do this out of peer pressure, humor, bravado, or manipulation that 

can lead to coercion and exploitation.  Parents and adults need to be 

aware of children’s secretive behavior, e.g. being overly protective 

about cellphones, overreacting, deleting histories on a cell phone, or 

hiding private texts.  Producing and sharing explicit photos is wrong and 

may be highly illegal.  Families need to share their values, how to re-

spect ourselves and others, and how to grow into safe and healthy rela-

tionships.  It does take a village! 

2019 Bishop’s Appeal 

Our final report totals are 132 families generously shared $20,629.00 to 

continue Christs’ ministry in our Diocese.  Thank you all so much.  Our 

assessment this year is $22,009.00.  The deficit will be paid through 

parish operating funds.   

 

We need you to serve at Mass!   

You can do it.   

See Fr. Tom Zelker 



Immaculate Conception Parish  -  July 27 & July 28 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 

 

Our automatic withdrawal system is working well.  This may be an easy way for 

you to support our parish.  Please contact our office for more information. 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE FOLLOWING:  

 

Francis Lajeunesse, Jeff Babson, Shirley Bissonette, Cassandra Percy, Chris 

Haynes, Anne Marie Donovan, Janet Smith, Anne Marie, Sue Hickey, Jim Baker, 
Margaret Eddy, Sandy McCart, Jack Ellis, Dawn Myers, Andy Jones, Patricia 

Culver, Hope Kjelgaard, Dr. Marcus Martinez, Lorraine Kalinowski, Nancy Hath-

away Mahoney, Mike Painter, Sally Blinstrub,  Sandy Harrington,  Mary Dailey, 
Kathy Shender,  Anezia Said Clemons, Judy Quackenbush, Jane Davis, Sally 

Williams,  Deanna Aldrich, and all those who are ill or hurting.  Those who have 

been on the prayer list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not 
appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone else, 

please call Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

This Week:  July  27  &  July  28,  2019 
Lectors: Team 4 
Counters: Judy Flynn & Peg Bakaitis   
Next Week:  Mike Shea, Bob Medvetz & Andrea White 
  
(You are responsible to find a substitute if you are unable to serve.) 

 

 

 

 Wednesday mornings at 10 AM:  Bulletin proofreaders.  Call the office. 

 Sunday morning:  Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

 Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Mary Merriam, Gloria Shufon, or call the 

office, 686-5064 

Our Sponsor of the Week is... 

Mahar Funeral Home 

Family Owned Since 1926 

Pre-Planning  Cremation Services  Monuments 

686-5123 

Timothy J. Smith        George E. Smith 

THANKS...from a parishioner. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

July 20  & 21 

 

Offertory  ...................................................................................... $2,531.00 

Total .............................................................................................  $2,531.00 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Saturday -  July  20, 4:00 PM ........... 111 

Sunday   -  July  21, 9:00 AM .......... 124 

Total .................................................... 235 

 

This weeks’ second collection  is for Peter’s Pence (July 27 &  28).   The next 

second collection is for  Faith Formation (August 10 & 11).  

  

 In order for your contribution to be counted, please be sure to include your full name 

and/or envelope # if using a plain envelope. 


