
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule: 

Held at First United Church 

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

Trustees: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott 

Finance Council: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, Mike Sanders & Linda 
Billert 

Pastoral Council Members: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster 

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini, Karen Kaufman, 
and the two Trustees 

Music Ministry: Richard Cherry 

Worship and Environment: Lynne Mango 

bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward B. Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  

tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Manager:  Sue Hyde 

+Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 9:00 AM - 3:30PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Facebook page:  Immaculate Conception Hoosick 

Falls 

Immaculate Conception Church - September 28 & 29, 2019 

We Pray Autumn 

Our response to the Hebrew Scripture is Psalm 118:  “Whose love is forever, whose love is forever more.”  With 

all creation, with winds, waters, farms, skies, music and song we join together in thanks and praise. The Gospel is 

introduced with the joyful Celtic Alleluia.  We gather at the Table of the Lord and proclaim our mystery “Save us 

Savior of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.”   Our faith inspires us, frees us, and 

empowers us to delve into the Cross, the Tomb, the Death in our world as compassionate life  giving witnesses to 

be at Peace with God, ourselves, and each other.   

Join in the dance with Love beyond our dreams, for all that yet will be. 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Masses are celebrated at  
First United Church  

 
 

Saturday, September 28 
4:00 PM Mass 
Nick Morgan 

(Req. Ed & Nina Leffler) 
 
 

Sunday, September 29 
9:00 AM Mass 

Mary Jane Eddy 
(Req. Joan James) 

 
11:00 AM Mass - St. Patrick’s 

 
 

Monday, September 30 
12:00 Noon Mass  

Remembering our Sacred Roots 
Memorial of St. Jerome 

First Day of Rosh Hashana 
 
 

Friday, October 4 
12:00 PM Mass 

Manuel Custodio 
(Req. Isabel Custodio) 

4:00 PM Blessing of Animals 
Feast of St. Francis 

 
 

Saturday, October 5 
4:00 PM  Mass    
William Flynn 
(Req. Family) 

 Don & Phyllis Dickinson 
(Req. Family) 
Tyler Marcoux 

(Req. Ed & Nina Leffler) 
 

Sunday, October 6 
9:00 AM Mass 

Michael Restino & 
Richard & Martha Eccles 

(Req. Winnie Restino) 
Michael Hackett & Bob Scanlon 

(Req. Mary & Steve Bradley) 
 
 

11:00 AM Mass - St. Patrick’s 
 

Basket Bingo in the Armory! 

 

Thursday, October 3 in the Hoosick Falls Armory.  Doors open at 5:15 

and games start at 6:30.  Tickets may be  purchased at Thorpe’s Phar-

macy, the Rectory, and after Mass on weekends.  Tickets are $10 in ad-

vance and $13 at the door.  We need bakers to make cookies, etc. to sell 

the night of the event.  All baskets need to be turned in by September 

29th at the latest.  We have a great assortment of baskets, such as Potter 

Hill Barn and Movie Night basket with 10 movie passes and a lot of 

door prizes!  For more information or if you would like to help, please 

call Karen at (518) 686-4737 or Ellen at (518) 686-5075  or see us after 

Mass!   THANKS! 

 

 

 

 

 

The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time   September 29, 2019 

Faith Formation News 
Mass is Class! 

 
Please join us at Mass as the foundation of our Faith Formation. With our current lack of facilities, 
we are trying something new and visionary this year. Beginning next weekend with our Re-ignite the 
Faith Block Party after the 4pm liturgy on Saturday Oct.5, 2019, we hope to kick off a new year of 
faith and community. Please join us each week as we celebrate our new beginning and for 6 family 
workshops that will be held at the Hoosick Falls Central School HS cafeteria on the Sundays listed 
below. We would like to thank the staff and board of HFCS for so generously offering the use of the 
building.  The silver lining in not currently having a facility is a call back to our faith as our class-
room is now Saturday and Sunday Mass.  Our Eucharist is the heart of who we are as a faith com-
munity.  The love of Christ—really present among us—inspires us, uplifts us, and converts us to be 
givers of life for our whole world.  What a difference we make...together...in Christ. 

   November 10  March 15  
   December 15  May 17 
   January 12  June 14 
 

Aside from these dates, we will have family fun events such as snow tubing, game and movie nights, 
stargazing, and a host of other community/family events! 



R E S TO R E…R E I G N I T E…R E M A I N  
A campaign to benefit our parish and wider Hoosick Falls community 

 

I hope you have all heard about the October 5th Community Block Party our parish is hosting.   

 
You should have recently received an invite in the mail about it (if you didn’t it may be because your address is not listed correctly in our parish files, so some-

thing to let us know about)! 
 
Following our 4:00pm Saturday Mass, the block party will begin at 5:00pm right in front of our church.   

The street will be blocked off, there will be free food and beverages to enjoy, and you can get out and dance to music by West Side Drive (featuring 
our parish’s own Krissy Fauler and Dave Stagnitti)! 

And don’t worry – the party is happening rain or shine!  If it rains, the party will be moved to HAYC3.   
 
If you are interested in helping with set-up, cooking during or pick-up after the block party, we could certainly use your help.   

Kevin O’Malley is leading the planning of the event so you can talk to him and/or you can sign up on the forms in the back of the church and they will 
reach out to you! 

 
This event is for our full community and everyone is invited (and it is free) so please spread the word and I hope to see you there! 
 
What’s especially exciting is that the block party will serve as the official kick-off to our RESTORE… REIGNITE…REMAIN Campaign that is part of the Re-Igniting 

Our Faith diocesan-wide campaign effort.  We were ready to start our campaign back in 2017, but had to delay due to the flood and then due to not 
knowing where we would continue to worship in the future.  

 
So I’m really happy to finally be able to kick the campaign off.  It will give us the opportunity to raise the funds needed to: 

RESTORE our current church, while also 
REIGNITING the faith of our parish community; and,  
REMAINING a cornerstone of Hoosick Falls.  

 
Just to be clear, we are not looking for financial gifts at the Block Party, but rather, it is meant to celebrate that we will be moving forward with fixing the cur-

rent church worship space and provide information to you and the broader community about how that will take place.   
 
However, Immaculate Conception has been blessed with many wonderful parishioners, like you, and I do hope you will help us realize our vision and reach our 

financial campaign goals.   
 
The week after the October 5th campaign kick-off block party, you will be receiving a mailing about the campaign.   

It will contain additional literature about the campaign and projects necessary to have us back worshiping in the church (hopefully by Christmas 
2020).   

 

Within the packet of information that you will receive in the mail, there will be a request letter to support the campaign.  
 
Like all parishes currently implementing parish campaigns, you are being asked to consider a specific amount for the campaign in the form of a pledge that you 

can pay over three to five years.   
This request is based on a based on a formula of your generous contributions to our offertory over the years, so if you are wondering where that 

number came from, that is where.   
 
I ask you to please remember that the request within your letter is just a number that you are being asked to consider.   

Any contribution will help us achieve our goal and there is no correct answer or amount to give.   
Only you know what is right for you, but I do hope you will consider joining us in this effort.   

 
It’s also important to note that this request is above and beyond your annual support to our parish, so we don’t want you to give to one instead of the other.     

It is my hope that every parishioner will support this historic campaign with a sacrificial gift commitment in the form of a pledge that can be paid 
over three to five years.   

 
Our beautiful church building was passed down by our family, friends and those Catholics that came before us.   

It has been a true blessing but, with time and use, comes wear and tear that must be addressed.   
This is our time to rise up and work for something bigger than ourselves! 

 
The campaign will continue to be implemented over the coming months and, although we are first asking our parishioners to support this effort, the next step 

will be inviting everyone from the community to consider supporting the restoration of Immaculate Conception Church.   
 
If you have questions about the campaign, you can reach out to me, Margaret Merwin or Mike Brewster (who are helping to lead campaign committees).  

Thank you to both of them and the many volunteers who are helping to lead this effort! 
 
And a big thank you to everyone in our parish – for the feedback and support regarding the future of our parish that you have provided ever since the flood, 

and now for your consideration of this prayerful request to support the campaign.   
 
Please continue to pray for our parish and the success of our campaign.  



THERE IS AN URGENT NEED FOR: shampoo,  

toothpaste and brushes, and feminine hygiene items. 

 

Please bring any type of the following items: jello, tuna fish, macaroni and 

cheese, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our 

donation box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be reused.   

Food Pantry Volunteers...We are looking for volunteers to help.  For infor-

mation and training, contact Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

Vegetables may be brought to the Food Pantry any time (Please leave them in the 

“Veggie Bin,” especially right before Food Pantry Open Times (Mondays and 

Fridays at 10am; Wednesdays at 6:30pm). 

Comfort & Hope Group 

Monday, October 7  in the Good Shepherd Room 

  

      6:30 pm - committee meeting, new helpers always welcome 

      7:00 pm - support group and discussion 

Sing a Song of Joy  

Music practice Fridays at 5 pm at First United 

Church.  All singers and instrumentalists wel-

come. 

St. Francis of Assisi Feast 

Friday, October 4 - 12 Noon Mass 

4 PM Blessing of the Animals and Children 

at the Respect Life Gathering Area 

 

We celebrate St. Francis and St. Clare - lovers of all Creation; great reformers in 

our church.  All pets and farm animals and their human family are welcome.  

This is an Ecumenical Prayer; people from St. Mark’s Episcopal, First Baptist of 

Hoosick Falls, and First United Presbyterian Churches are joining with us in this 

joyful gathering.   

~  Communal Anointing of the Sick  ~ 

Saturday, September 28, after the 4 pm Mass 

We Gather at the Lord’s Table 

We are working on refurbishing our Altar Table from Immaculate Conception 

Church.  We are using an old base altar from the Church.  The new table top is 

being fashioned from our church’s original foundational beams.  Through it, an 

image of the rivers that run through our parish is being artistically created.  We 

need small stones, pebbles, and rocks from you...from the Hoosic, Walloomsac, 

Little Hoosic, and White Creek to place within our “River of Life” in the Lord’s 

Table.  The new Table will be from and of us...from and of our Creator.  Please 

bring your stones to our office.  Remember the old altar table top was damaged 

by the falling ceiling.   

Off to College? 

We’d like to keep in touch.  So ASAP, please get your college ad-

dress - away or at home - to our parish office.  Even if your address 

is the same as last year, please inform our office.  And remember to 

study hard! 

Any change donated this month will support people with AIDS 

 at the Damian Center in Troy 

Friendly Listeners  -  “Lend me your ear” 

 

Would you be willing and able to receive a short phone call from a homebound 

parishioner?  As the nights grow longer, loneliness can quickly settle in.  Some-

times a quick phone hello can lift spirits.  Please see Fr. Tom Zelker if interested.   

Re-Igniting our Faith 

If you would like to help support your parish, your capital campaign, your faith 

community’s discipleship, please call our parish office at 686-5064.  If you are  

not “officially” registered and receive mailings, please call to add/update your 

contact information.  We  need you!  - each other - right now.   

Prison Ministry Meeting 

Sunday, October 27 - 10:30AM in the Good Shepherd Room 

“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those 

who are mistreated, since you also are in the body” (Hebrews 13:3).  

Tractor and Agricultural Show 

Saturday October 5  - 8:30am to 3:00 pm 

Wood Park 

Also!!  Apple Pie Contest in the park. 

Flu Shots 

It’s that time of year again...Walgreens will be administering flu shots Saturday, 

September 28 (5:00-6:00 PM) and Sunday,  September 29 (10:00-11:30 AM) in 

the Good Shepherd Room of the Immaculate Conception Rectory at 67 Main 

Street in Hoosick Falls.  Flu shots are open to the public and are free with most 

insurances.  Please remember to bring your insurance information.   

An Autumn Morning Prayer 

Once again the earth has completed its 24-hour turnaround and again has come to 

face the brilliance of our sunstar.  As its light floods the darkness of space, may 

the Spirit that sings its ageless song continuously in the cave of my heart now 

flood my heart with the rays of light eternal.  Encircled in that light, I enter now 

into silence.  

As the sounds of life begin on this day, may my voice be one with the chorus of 

all creation which rejoices in the ripeness of autumn.  May this morning prayer 

echo through my every deed of this new day. 

O Giver of all gifts, who has so enriched my life, I have many needs this day.  

Grant me the gift of patience so that I may live in harmony with all.  Grant me the 

grace of compassion so that I may not bypass anyone in need.  And give me 

enthusiasm for the tasks of this autumn day so that I may invest it with your love 

and life.  I pray for the following intentions: __________. 

Although alone at the moment, I embrace the mystery that I do not pray privately 

but am one with all the earth and all your children.  I place within your heart 

these needs of the other members of the sacred family to which I belong: 

__________. 

I ask you, my hidden God, who has filled heaven and earth with your glory, to 

help me to make my hands into your hands, so that your will may be done by me 

this day.  Form my words into your words to affirm the faint-hearted, to support 

the faltering and to encourage the poor of spirit.  Fill up all that is lacking in me, 

so that I may be your humble servant, a co-creator in your endless drama of crea-

tion.   

I begin this day as I bow before you. 

Blessed are you, O Harvest of my heart, 

Sacred Source of all life, 

Delight of my days.    Amen. 

A toast to Autumn...we celebrate the new season with good friends, tasty 

food, and prayer 



Immaculate Conception Parish  -  September  28 & 29 , 2019 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

Our automatic withdrawal system is working well.  This may be an easy way for 
you to support our parish.  Please contact our office for more information. 

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
 

Neil Watykus, Corrine Philpott, Harry Parker, Eileen Holloman, Tommy James, 
William Benkoski, Jeff Babson, Shirley Bissonette, Cassandra Percy, Chris 
Haynes, Anne Marie Donovan, Janet Smith, Anne Marie, Sandy McCart, Jack 
Ellis, Dawn Myers, Andy Jones, Patricia Culver, Hope Kjelgaard, Dr. Marcus 
Martinez, Lorraine Kalinowski, Nancy Hathaway Mahoney, Sally Blinstrub,  
Sandy Harrington,  Anezia Said Clemons, Judy Quackenbush, Jane Davis, Sally 
Williams,  Deanna Aldrich, and all those who are ill or hurting.  Those who have 
been on the prayer list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not 
appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone else, 
please call Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

This Week:   September 28 & 29,  2019 
 

Lectors: Team 4 
Counters: Bob Medvetz & Mary Merriam 
Next Week:  Mike Shea, Bob Medvetz & Andrea White 
(You are responsible to find a substitute if you are unable to serve.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday mornings at 10 AM:  Bulletin proofreaders.  Call the office. 

 Sunday morning:  Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

 Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Mary Merriam, Gloria Shufon, or call the 

office, 686-5064. 

THANKS...from a parishioner. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

September 21 & September 22 

 

Offertory  ...................................................................................... $3,121.00 

Catholic University............................................................................$121.00 

Total .............................................................................................  $3,242.00 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Saturday -  September 21, 4:00 PM ........... 131 

Sunday   -  September 22, 9:00 AM .......... 126 

Total ...................................................................... 257 

 

There is no second collection this week (9/28 & 9/29).  The next second collec-

tion is for Faith Formation (10/5 & 10/6). 

 

 * In order for your contribution to be counted, please be sure to include your 

full name and/or envelope # if using a plain envelope. 

Sponsor of the Week is… 

    Pizza Bella 

      Pizza, Subs, Wings, Calzones 

  Home of the 0 Sugar Dough Recipe 

              Pure Honey Instead 

518-686-1900  -   Mon.-Sat. 11am-9pm 


