
Immaculate Conception Church              December 28 & 29, 2019 

 We celebrate Christ of all Creation  -  Born among us in Jesus  -  Leading us to our fulfillment in Christ’s Love 

We Pray Christmas 

Our worship space is decorated with flowers, candles, trees, colorful banners, and a beautiful Nativity scene.  The Lord’s Table becomes 

today’s manger where God’s people are fed with Bread and Wine of Heaven.  As we gather for Mass, we sing “Glory to God; peace to 

all people,” echoing the song of Bethlehem’s angels.  Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 96 and the canticle “Today our 

Savior is born, this is the Day, Christ our Savior is born.”  We live in the eternal today of God!  We join together with all Creation rejoic-

ing for beauty, wonder, and life surrounding us.  The Gospel acclamation, shouts, “Alleluia!”  When we gather around the Table of the 

Lord, we proclaim with new born faith “you have set us free by Jesus’s Cross and Resurrection.”  We are sent forth, caught up in the 

love of God, unseen and beyond us, yet now born as one in us.  May Christmas’ song resound in us every day.   

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule: 

Held at First United Church 

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

Trustees: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott 

Finance Council: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, Mike Sanders & Linda 
Billert 

Pastoral Council Members: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster 

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini, Karen Kaufman, 
and the two Trustees 

Music Ministry: Richard Cherry 

+Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 9:00 AM - 3:30PM 

bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward B. Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  

tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Manager:  Sue Hyde 



LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Masses are celebrated at  
First United Church  

 
 

Saturday, December 28 
4:00 PM  Mass    

John & Jennie Zelker 
(Req. Frank Rotundo) 

Gene Vogt 
(Req. James & Velma Brown) 

 
 

Sunday,  December 29 
9:00 AM Mass 

Mary Jones Merriam 
(Req. Barbara Zelker) 
Sharon Davendonis 

(Req. Family) 
 

11:00 AM Mass - St. Patrick’s 
 
 

Monday, December 30 
12:00 Noon Mass 

For College Students 
 

Tuesday, December 31 
6:00 PM Mass at  

St. Patrick’s, Cambridge 
 

Wednesday, January 1 
10:00 AM Mass at ICC 

 (First United) 
For Peace Everyday  

 
Friday,  January 3 
 12:00 Noon Mass 
Manuel Custodio 

(Req. Isabel Custodio) 
Stan Lourie 

(Req. Comfort & Hope Group) 
For homeless people and  

anyone out of work 
 
 

Saturday, January 4 
4:00 PM Mass 
Michael Rodak 

(Req. Linda Hutchins) 
 
 

Sunday, January 5 
9:00 AM Mass 

Richard Cuddihy 
(Req. Family) 

Mary Jones Merriam 
(Req. Peter & Karen Hewson) 

 
11:00 AM Mass - St. Patrick’s 

         We need you to serve at Mass!  

 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph   December 29, 2019 

Faith Formation News 
Mass is Class 

 
As part of our new Family based focus, we will list today’s readings here for your reference.   
 

1st Reading:  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3:12-21 

                                                                    Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

We will also list a short YouTube video that you can share and discuss with your family.  Go to YouTube and search 
for the following:                                      Bishop Hying’s  Christmas Message 
 
Each week there will be activity pages at the back of the church for students. 
 
Our next Family workshop, January 12, 2020 following Sunday Mass from 10:15 am to 11:30 am.  The whole family 
is invited. 

New Years’ Mass 

(Solemnity, Mary the Mother of God) 
 

Tuesday, December 31 - 6:00 PM at  

          St. Patrick’s, Cambridge 

 

Wednesday, January 1 - 10:00 AM at  

Immaculate Conception (First United Church) 

Words for the New Year 

Dialogue is born from an attitude of respect for the other person, from a conviction that the other person has something good 

to say.  It assumes that there is room in the heart for the person’s point of view, opinions, and proposal.  To dialogue entails a 

cordial reception, not a prior condemnation.  In order to dialogue, it is necessary to know how to lower defenses, open the 

doors of the house and offer human warmth. 

- Pope Francis 

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, all the times you can, to 

all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”  -  John Wesley 

“Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief.  Do justly now, love mercy now, walk humbly now. You are not 

obliged to complete the work, but neither are you permitted to abandon it.”  -  The Talmud 

“We can truly say we offer our prayers; our thoughts are with the sorrowing.  But we must know that is not enough.  You and 

I alone and together must speak out to right the wrongs, to pursue justice, to give hope and courage to one another.” - Fr. Leo 

O’Brien 

“Even when differences tear us apart, we recognize that we belong to the people of the redeemed, to the same family of 

brothers and sisters loved by only one Father.”  -  Pope Francis 

“My religion is simple, my religion is kindness.”  -  Dalai Lama 

We will continue to be a force for good, replacing hatred with love, evil with goodness, and curses with blessings.  Our faith 

in a loving God who created us all reminds us that we belong to each other as members of one human family.  Summoned by 

a God who loves each of us personally and unconditionally, we will not let hate win.  -  Bishop Edward Scharfenberger 

Merry Christmas and Thank You 

We all work and minister together to celebrate Christmas 

and strive to be inspiring in our own prayer.  Thanks 

especially to: 

The people and staff of Hoosick Falls Central School for 

their hospitality and good will; our singers and musicians; 

altar servers; greeters; ushers; readers; ministers of Com-

munion; cleaners; decorators; money counters; Rev. Don-

na Elia and the community of First United Church; and 

all the active participants of our worship assembly.   

Everyone is most appreciated! 

 
Re-Igniting Our Faith 

 

As of 12/19/19, we’ve raised $406,905 from 121 families 
and friends.  Your support is important. Thank all of you 
for your gifts.  Contribution forms are available or use the 
one in the bulletin. 

Immaculate Conception Church Hall 

Our hall and St. Joseph’s Room are now open and availa-

ble for parishioners, charitable, and community groups.  

Please call our parish for reservations and information. 

 

            We are pilgrims on a journey 

                 with the Holy Family... 



Electronic Giving 

If you notice some of your fellow parishioners are not putting their envelopes in 

the collection basket, it could be that they are using our automatic withdraw 

system (ACH).  This system is working well and it may be an easy way for you to 

support our parish.  If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office for 

information or for an authorized form.  This is a very simple and easy way to 

keep track of your donation. 

THERE IS AN URGENT NEED FOR:  

Peanut butter, cold cereal, shampoo, toothpaste  

and brushes, and feminine hygiene items. 

 

Please bring these items to our donation box in church. There is always a need 

for old bags to be reused.   

Food Pantry Volunteers...We are looking for volunteers to help.  For infor-

mation and training, contact Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310. 

Confirmation 
Sunday, May 3, 2020  at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, we will 

gather with people from around our Diocese to celebrate the gift of God’s Spirit. 

Comfort and Hope Group 

Monday, January 6, in the Good Shepherd Room 

Open Support Group at 7:00PM,  

Regular Monthly Business Meeting at 6:30 PM 

Prison Ministry Meeting 

Sunday, January 12 - 10:30AM in the Good Shepherd Room 

Envelopes 

If you use the non-printed offering envelope (the envelope where you write 

your name on it), your are designating your gift to support Immaculate 

Conception’s building fund.  If you use the pre-printed envelope, your offering 

supports the general parish fund.  No matter what, every gift, from every person 

is most  valuable. 

A Christian Prayer in Union With Creation 

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.  

They came forth from your all-powerful hand;  

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. 

 Praise be to you! 

 

 Son of God, Jesus,  

through you all things were made.  

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,  

you became part of this earth,  

and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.  

 

Today you are alive in every creature  

In your risen glory.  

Praise be to you!  

 

Holy Spirit, by your light 

you guide this world towards the Father’s love  

and accompany creation as it groans in travail.  

 

You also dwell in our hearts  

and you inspire us to do what is good.  

Praise be to you!  

 

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,  

teach us to contemplate you 

in the beauty of the universe, 

 for all things speak of you.  

 

Awaken our praise and thankfulness  

for every being that you have made.  

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined  

to everything that is. 

 

 God of love, show us our place in this world  

as channels of your love  

for all the creatures of this earth,  

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  

 

Enlighten those who possess power and money  

that they may avoid the sin of indifference,  

that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 

and care for this world in which we live.  

 

The poor and the earth are crying out.  

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,  

help us to protect all life,  

to prepare for a better future, 

for the coming of your Kingdom  

of justice, peace, love and beauty.  

Praise be to you!   Amen. 

 

Join us for a great hike...just watch out 

for falling rocks! 

First Day Hike 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 - 12:00 Noon 

Meet at the rectory. 

We’ll greet the New Year with a  

beautiful Taconic hike.   

Bring snowshoes or crampons if needed. 

 

A Home for All 

Our Church Hall is now open and ready to be a safe place for those who need a 

warm room, bed, and food.  Our Church, before the flood, was and now is again a 

shelter for anyone in need.  In cooperation with the Hoosick Falls Police Depart-

ment and our local Churches, we are glad we can provide this ministry in the 

name of Jesus.  As Joseph and Mary searched for shelter, may we be that shelter-

ing home in our community. 

                                                    Stone Soup Group 

During the cold winter months, we make soup for our neighbors 

at Woodbridge, Wood Park, and the people served at our Food 

Pantry.  You can make any soup (except cream soups) at home 

and bring it to the rectory or the 3 places served.  Containers are 

available at our office.  Your home cooking makes a great differ-

ence for our whole community .  Call our office for further infor-

mation. 

 

Faith Formation...We 

are people of the family 

tree of Jesus...rooted in 

God  our Creator 

Our Lady of Guadalupe feast 





Immaculate Conception Parish  -  December 28 &  December 29 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

Our automatic withdrawal system is working well.  This may be an easy way for 
you to support our parish.  Please contact our office for more information. 

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
 

Bill McAuliffe, Joseph Maloney, Felicia Martelle, Norman Scott, Pat Carknard, 
Cheryl McLaughlin, Hanna Stevens, Jean Shaw, Lenny Darosa, Neil Watykus, 
Corrine Philpott, Jeff Babson, Shirley Bissonette, Cassandra Percy, Chris Haynes, 
Janet Smith, Sandy McCart, Jack Ellis, Dawn Myers, Hope Kjelgaard, Dr. Marcus 
Martinez, Lorraine Kalinowski, Nancy Hathaway Mahoney, Sally Blinstrub, Judy 
Quackenbush, Jane Davis, Sally Williams,  Deanna Aldrich, and all those who are 
ill or hurting.  Those who have been on the prayer list for quite some time will 
still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer 
for yourself or someone else, please call Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

This Week:   December  28 &  December 29 
 

Lectors: Saturday -Team 4,  Sunday - Team 3 
Counters:  Jerry McAuliffe & Linda Bennett 
Next Week:  Mike Shea, Ellen McMartin & Andrea White 
 
(You are responsible to find a substitute if you are unable to serve.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday mornings at 10 AM:  Bulletin proofreaders.  Call the office. 

 Sunday morning:  Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

 Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Gloria Shufon, or call the office, 686-5064. 

THANKS...from a parishioner. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

December 21 &  December 22 

 

 

 

* Unavailable at time of print.* 

 

 

 

 

There is no second collection this week (Dec.  28 & 29).  The next second 

collection is for Faith Formation (Jan. 4 & 5). 

   

* In order for your contribution to be counted, please be sure to include 

your full name and/or envelope # if using a plain envelope. 

Our Sponsor of the Week is… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit Gerty’s at their new location...59 High Street, Hoosick Falls. 


