
Our Church, our Faith Community is not a museum of ancient artifacts or something simply to gaze at from afar.   

We are the living garden of God to be tended to, cared for, and to bear fruit … a harvest rich in justice, peace, and compassion. 

 GARDEN SONG 

Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden 

grow.  All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of  

fertile ground.  Inch by inch, row by row, someone bless 

these seeds I sow.  Someone warm them from below 

till the rain comes tumblin’ down. 

Pullin’ weed, pickin’ stones, We are made of dreams and 

bones. Feel the need to grow my own cause the time is 

close at hand.  Grain for grain, sun and rain find my way 

in nature’s chain tune my body and my brain to the mu-

sic from the land. 

Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden 

grow.  All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of fer-

tile ground.  Inch by inch, row by row, someone bless 

these seeds I sow.  Someone warm them from below 

till the rain comes tumblin’ down. 

Plant your rows straight and long.  Temper them with 

prayer and song.  Mother Earth will make you strong if 

you give her love and care.  An old crow watching hun-

grily from his perch in yonder tree, in my garden I’m as 

free as that feathered thief up there. 

Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden 

grow.  All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of fer-

tile ground.  Inch by inch, row by row, someone bless 

these seeds I sow.  Someone warm them from below 

till the rain comes tumblin’ down. 

Abby with her pigs Jake plowing the Community 

Garden 

Kellan on the Farm Garrett & a young Dairy Cow 

Malcom plowing the old-

fashioned way 

Rosemarie and Aleah picking 

vegetables from our growing 

garden 

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule: 

Held at First United Church 

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM 

Trustees: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott 

Finance Council: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, Mike Sanders & Linda 
Billert 

Pastoral Council Members: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster 

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini, Karen Kaufman, 
and the two Trustees 

Music Ministry: Richard Cherry 

Worship and Environment: Lynne Mango 

+Our Parish Office & Mailing Address  

67 Main Street 

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090 

Phone: 518-686-5064 

E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Friday 9:00 AM - 3:30PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Facebook page:  Immaculate Conception Hoosick Falls 

bishop of Albany Diocese: 

Edward B. Scharfenberger 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker  

tomzelker@gmail.com 

Office Manager:  Sue Hyde 
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July 11 & 12, 2020  

Mass is Back 

Due to the Governor’s announcement this weekend and with the Bishop’s permission, we can celebrate a public 

Mass with a congregation of 25% of the seating capacity of the church, contingent on the completion of the steps 

required by the state and the diocese. This equals 55 people for Immaculate Conception Church Hall. We          

reopened on Saturday, June 20 for our 4pm Mass and Sunday, June 21 for our 9am Mass.  

Prior to celebrating public Mass again, we are required to submit a compliance and safety plan to the diocese. We 

are working on these plans and are starting to ensure everyone’s safety during this epidemic. Here is what you 

need to do if you wish to participate at Mass: 

Saturday Mass will be at 4pm; Sunday Mass will be 9am. We also celebrate Mass Sundays at 11am at St. Pat-

rick’s, Cambridge. Similar rules are in place there. Masses in Hoosick Falls will be held in our Immaculate Con-

ception Church Hall. This hall is easier to clean and remain socially distant. Please be patient. 

 

Those who wish to attend will be required to: 

1. Make reservations (name, number of people, phone number) with your parish for what Mass you plan to attend. 

Either call (518) 686-5064 or email immconcept@roadrunner.com or stop in our office. Please contact us 

Wednesday to Friday noon, prior to the weekend mass. Your reservation will be confirmed. Once capacity is met, 

no one else may enter.  

2. Enter only by the blue door, on the north side of the church hall.  

3. Remain socially distant - 6 feet apart - when entering, when in the hall, and when leaving. Please leave chairs in 

place.  

4. Masks must be worn for the entire Mass. 

5. Bring hand sanitizer and use it when entering and before receiving Communion. 

6. Fill in the seats as instructed. Please remain seated for the entire Mass. Collection baskets are at the doors. 

7. There is no congregational singing. Instrumental music will accompany the liturgy. 

8. Communion will be brought to you. We are not sharing the Cup at this time. 

9. Exit safely and respectfully from the doors of the hall. 

10. Leave church property immediately. 

11. Uplift each other in sacred prayer. 

12. Restrooms are closed. 

 

Once we reach our allowed capacity, we will not be able to let anyone else in. We are investigating ways for those 

who might not be able to enter the church to remain outside and receive communion. Those who are older, have 

medical conditions, or are frail are strongly urged to stay home. Bishop Scharfenberger has continued the          

dispensation of the Sunday obligation. There are ample opportunities online and on television to view Mass. 



-  Faith Formation News - 

 
As part of our Family based focus these are This weeks and Next weeks readings so you and your family can think about those lessons.  

Readings for Sunday July 12      Readings for Sunday July 19                   
1st Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11                                                       1st Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:18-23                                                    2nd Reading: Romans 8:26-27 
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23                                                            Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43 
 
Here is this weeks YouTube video that you can share and discuss with your family. Go to YouTube and search for the following:  

Are You Busy Doing the Right Things? 

FOOD DONATIONS MAY BE DROPPED OFF AT THE         

RECTORY, AT MASS, OR AT THE FOOD  PANTRY ANYTIME. 

YOUR HELP IS CRUCIAL! FRESH  VEGETABLES ARE ALSO 

NEEDED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It may well be that we will have to repent in this generation, not 

merely for the vitriolic words and violent actions of bad people, 

but for the appalling silence and indifference of the good people 

who sit around and say “wait”… Dr. Martin Luther King    

Let freedom and justice ring throughout the hills of Hoosick to 

our entire land. Let our faith, our love abound.  

Prayer for our People, our Nation, Ourselves 

God, many times we come to you in prayer. Over and over again we ask 

you to show us how to live, how to be just, how to love, how to be faith-

ful. Today we come again. 

God, we are a people who long to see your face. Sometimes, you seem 

very far away. We begin to doubt. We become discouraged. 

Often, our actions or the actions of the communities to which we belong, 

deny our  prayers. It is easy to say “Lord, Lord…’. It is much harder to 

take responsibility for what needs to be done. Sometimes in our prayers 

we wish to keep you in church and not in every part of our lives. Some-

times, we prefer pious practices rather than commitment to the works of 

justice. 

God, help us not to turn our face from human need. Open our eyes to 

what we can do personally, what we can do as a community, and to what 

changes need to be made so that justice is available to everyone. 

 

Congratulations to Quinn Kinney, recipient of HACA's 

Christian Service Award at HFCS Graduation. 

Also, best wishes to Dmitri Rose, 2020 graduate of HFCS. 

Home 

Jesus says, “In my Father’s house, there is room for you.”     

Seating has not been a problem for our 4pm and 9am Masses. So, 

even if you forget to call and make reservations... or just did not 

get around to it… still come and pray with us. You are needed 

and welcome. Be safe and be well. 





July 11 & 12, 2020  

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

Our automatic withdrawal system is working well.  This may be an easy 
way for you to support our parish.  Please contact our office for more 
information. 

We ask for your prayers for the following:  
 

Fr. Joe Manerowski, Karen Thomas, Caroline Bachorz, Beverly 
James, Gloria Parker, Ronda Sharpe, Matt Waytkus, Veronica 
Hoag, Keith Buck, Bill Ellis, Dave Hanselman, Felicia Martelle, 
Pat Carknard, Cheryl McLaughlin, Hanna Stevens, Jean Shaw, 
Lenny Darosa, Neil Watykus, Corrine Philpott, Jeff Babson, 
Shirley Bissonette, Cassandra Percy, Janet Smith, Sandy McCart, 
Dawn Myers, Dr. Marcus Martinez, Judy Quackenbush, Sally 
Williams, Annette Nealon, and all those who are ill or hurting.  
Those who have been on the prayer list for quite some time will 
still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are 
in need of prayer for yourself or someone else, please call Marga-
ret O’Malley at 686-7835. 

 

 

 

 Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders.   

        Call the office. 

 Sunday morning: Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

 Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Gloria Shufon, or call the office,  

        686-5064. 

HACA Food Pantry will be open normal hours, however, 

they will give out pre-packaged bags at the door to one family 

at a time.  All normal items will be included.  Additional 

Items Needed: Ramen noodles, oatmeal, canned dinners 

(spaghetti, chili, stew), pancake mix, rice/pasta boxed mixes 

(Rice a Roni), shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, and femi-

nine hygiene items. 

 

Food Pantry Volunteers...We are looking for volunteers to help.  

For information and training, contact Dianne Hosterman at      

686-5310. 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

 

Saturday  6/27 - $1879.00     Attendance - 55 

Sunday 6/28 -     $1005.00     Attendance - 39 

               Total - $2,884.00 

  

Saturday  7/4  -      $979.00     Attendance - 36 

Sunday 7/5 -         $1156.00      Attendance - 43 

Total Faith Formation - $70  

                  Total - $2,205.00 


