
Immaculate Conception Church -  October 23 & 24,  2021 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

MASS SCHEDULE: 

CELEBRATED IN IMMACULATE  

CONCEPTION CHURCH  HALL  

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 10 AM  

Reconciliation available  

3:00-3:45 PM Saturdays 

Monday,  9 AM   

Eucharistic Adoration immediately after Mass on 

the first Monday of the month 

 

Bishop of Albany Diocese:  

Edward B. Scharfenberger  

 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Very Rev. Joseph Busch 

 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Peter Tkocz  

 

Parish Life Director: Jeffrey Peck  

JeffreyPeck@battenkillcatholic.org  

(cell) 518-683-6461  

 

Office Manager: Sue Hyde 

 

TRUSTEES: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott  

 

FINANCE COUNCIL: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, & Linda Billert 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster  

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini, Karen Kauf-

man,  

and the two Trustees  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Richard Cherry  

 
 

+OUR PARISH OFFICE & MAILING ADDRESS  

67 Main Street  

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090  

Phone: 518-686-5064  

E-MAIL: immconcept@roadrunner.com  

*New OFFICE Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday - 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Facebook page: Immaculate Conception Hoosick Falls 

 

 

Contacting Fr. Peter 

Please call the office at Immaculate Conception. 
518-686-5064. If it is outside of office hours, 
please leave a message including your name and 
telephone number. If the need is urgent, please 
call or text Jeff Peck, at 518-683-6461 or email,  
jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org. Jeff's tele-
phone and email are also monitored outside of 
business hours. 

mailto:jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org


Liturgy Schedule:  

Saturday,  October 23 

4:00 pm Mass  

Lois Jean O’Keefe 

(Requested by Jim & Patty 

Shaw) 

Peter J. Williams 

(Requested by Mary  

Kowalski & Bob Medvetz) 

Mary Medvetz 

(Requested by Joyce Lukas) 

 

Sunday, October 24 

10:00 am Mass  

Geraldine Foster 

(Requested by Arlene Wysocki) 

 

Monday,  October 25 

9:00 am Mass 

Immaculate Conception 

 

Tuesday,  October 26 

9:00 am Mass 

Holy Cross 

 

Wednesday,  October 27 

9:00 am Mass 

St. Patrick’s 

 

Saturday,  October 30 

4:00 pm Mass  

Lois Benkoski Langlois 

(Requested by Mike &  

Mary Ellen Sanders & 

Bobby Benkoski) 

 

Sunday, October 31 

10:00 am Mass  

Bill Arm 

(Requested by Ellen McMartin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crafted from the foundation 

beams of our Church, we continue 

to build up the reign of God with 

living stones.  Jesus Christ is our 

true cornerstone. 

- Masks - 

Based on government and church regu-

lations, mask wearing is now required 

during Mass.  Masks are available. 

 

Please note the change in Rectory office hours,  

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday - 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

Dear Friends, 

Three priests, a Franciscan, a Dominican, and a Jesuit were having a hard time on the golf 

course.  The golfers in front of the priests were the slowest and worst they had ever seen.  Golf 

balls were going everywhere.  Against golfing etiquette, the group never asked the priests to 

“play through.”  By the 18th hole, the priests were furious.  At the clubhouse, just as they were 

going over to blast the group, they were told that the men were blind.   

The Franciscan moved with remorse at how they had spoken about the group, said to the Do-

minican and the Jesuit, “I am going to say Mass every day that God may grant them a miracle 

and restore their sight.”  The Dominican, equally filled with regret, told the Jesuit and the 

Franciscan that he was going to get the blind men an appointment with the best eye surgeon in 

town.  The Jesuit, however, looked at the Franciscan and the Dominican and declared, “I can’t 

see why they don’t play at night!” 

To have any type of disability in first-century Palestine not only meant financial hardship but 

social segregation.  Because Jesus’ contemporaries did not understand the causes of illness 

they assumed it was, to some degree, a curse sent by God in punishment for sins.  They also 

thought the curse could be caught.  So the blind, the lame, the crippled, the leper, and the 

bleeder were desperately poor and socially outcast.  Even today some Christians have made 

similar statements about God cursing gay people with AIDS.  Given the way Jesus acts toward 

those he encounters with illness, we know that God never sends disease as a curse for sin. 

Bartimaeus is a desperate man, and he acts desperately, calling out until he is heard.  And in 

one of the strangest questions in the Gospel, Jesus asks a blind man what it is he wants.  May-

be Jesus wants Bartimaeus to name his deepest desire.  Maybe Jesus knows that it is the un-

seen hurt that is the most diseased and needs healing first.  Whatever of his motives, Jesus’ 

question gives the man dignity. 

In a play written about this encounter with Jesus, Bartimaeus considers his options.  He hears 

the voices of those he might have to look at if he regains his sight.  The poor man reminded 

him that, “once before you could see and what you saw disgusted you.”  The hungry ask, “do 

you have the courage to experience and share my hunger?”  The elderly inquiries whether he 

wants to see those “put away because we remind you of the frailty of life.”  The captives chal-

lenge him to see those “unjustly bound and oppressed.”  And finally, the Self wants to know, 

“Are you willing to look inside yourself to see your beauty and ugliness, darkness and light?”  

It’s a gripping scene.  

It reminds us all that sight, and the insight that can come from what we see bestows on us the 

dignity of having options and the responsibility to do something about what we behold.  We 

are in the position of making choices about what we look at .  Not everything in the world 

needs to be seen.  There is enough violence and abuse of human dignity in real life to discour-

age us from seeking it out.  We cannot, however, let ourselves off the hook in seeing the world 

as it is and doing something about creating a better vision of humanity for everyone, every-

where. 

The play finishes, like the Gospel story, with Bartimaeus requesting from Jesus the gift of 

sight.  But in the play, in a powerful twist, as Bartimaeus follows Jesus on the path, he stops, 

turns, and sees the human faces behind the challenging voices.  He goes back, embraces them, 

and together they walk the Christian path.  Let us pray for the strength to do the same. 

In Christ,  

 

Jeff Peck 



Effective July 1, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany has changed the 

suggested donation for Mass intentions to $15.00. 

Peace to All! 

“Peace...Shalom...Salaam” 

Our Peace Pole was placed next to our Easter Fire Pit during the Triduum.  

May the holy love of Christ ignite our hearts on fire to seek justice and peace 

among all nations.  Benches are placed there for your rest.   

We will be celebrating Mass during the week.   

The schedule is: 

  Monday, 9 AM  - Immaculate Conception                      

  Tuesday, 9 AM  - Holy Cross  

  Wednesday, 9 AM  - St. Patrick’s  

 

Eucharistic Adoration -  Immaculate Conception 

Eucharistic Adoration will take place immediately following the ICC 9 AM 

Mass on the  first Monday of the Month. 

 

Please Note:  The Monday morning 9:00 am Mass will be canceled if there 

is a funeral or other celebration that day.    

“When I was in prison you visited me” 

Parish Prison Ministry 

Simply write a letter of encouragement and compassion to a person incarcer-

ated on plain loose leaf or typing paper and drop it off at church or our of-

fice.  Do no include specific family information but a letter of wisdom and 

hope.  Use regular pens; no crayons.  Letters will be mailed in official 

Church envelopes  Thank you for remembering.  There will be a brief 

meeting immediately following  Mass on Sunday, October 24.   

Due to expected demands, it is likely that reservations will be required for 
Christmas Eve Mass.  The  complete Christmas Mass schedule is forthcom-
ing.   

Diocesan Marriage Jubilee 

The 49th Annual Diocesan Marriage Jubilee Celebration will be held Satur-
day, October 30th, 2021 at 2:00 PM at The Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Albany. Couples celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th or other 
special wedding anniversaries are invited to attend this celebration.  To reg-
ister, email Marriage.Jubilee@rcda.org. 

Going Off to College 

Whether away, virtual, at home, or any other clever mode of education... 

we’d like to keep in touch... please send our office your Post Office address 

and e-mail address. Study well, be very safe, and have fun.  
Weekly Grief Support Group 

Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

September 29 - December 29 

Hoosick Falls Community Alliance Church 

484 Hill Road, Hoosick Falls, NY 

 

Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family 

member or friend.  Call Gail Smith at 518-686-9888 for more infor-

mation or to register.  You can also register at https://

www.griefshare.org/groups/search. 

The Invitations of Autumn: Reflections and Spiritual Practices 
for the Season. Fall is a season for balancing light and dark, let-
ting go, and accepting the impermanence of things. Find recom-
mended resources for this time of year on the Battenkill Catholic 

Lifelong Faith website. (https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/) 

“Birthright is grateful to all parishioners who participated in our Respect 
Life Baby Bottle Boomerang Fundraiser. Thank you for taking a baby bot-
tle.  We now ask you to return your bottle to the designated Birthright boxes; 
we reuse these bottles each year.  Your generous gift enables us to continue 
assisting pregnant women and families who desperately need help.  If you 
know someone who is pregnant and needs assistance, please have her call 
Birthright at 518-885-4117.  All services are free and confidential.” 

Immaculate Conception Mass - December 8 

9 AM - St. Patrick’s, Cambridge 

12 PM - Holy Cross, Salem 

6 PM - Immaculate Conception, Hoosick Falls 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

To support married couples during this time of social distancing, 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage expe-
riences. Some are on weekends and are seven sessions on weekdays 
from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual per-
sonality styles, improve listening and communication skills, under-
stand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their rela-
tionship a priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application fee 
is required. For more information or to apply, call Frank & Margie 
Pearson at 860-337-2447 or visit them at https://wwmectw.org/. 

"Go your way; your faith has saved you." Deepen your communica-
tion, strengthen your relationship, rekindle your romance and renew 
your sacrament by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Expe-
rience. 

Work on the church roof is expected to begin 

during the week of  October 25.   

The Diocesan Appeal year has begun & a mailing will arrive 
in-home in October. As you contemplate your investment, 
please consider the role of the Catholic Church in your life 
and that of your family.  Your support of both your parish 
offertory and the Diocesan Appeal are the most fundamental 
ways to ensure the health and vitality of our entire Catholic 
community of 126 parishes in 14 counties, serving you in the 
day-to-day and milestone moments of your life. If you are 
eager to get started, you can make a gift or pledge online at 
www.thediocesanappeal.org or set-up bill pay through your 
bank for recurring gifts (easier on your budget), asking the 
bank to make checks payable to Diocesan Appeal, 40 N. Main 
Ave., Albany, NY 12203.  Be sure to include your name and 
the name & location of our parish.  Thank you! 

The Ignatian Spiritual Exercises  

& the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous 

with Diane Cameron - Presented by Cathedral Arts 

 

Sunday, Oct. 24, 2:30 - 4 PM 

At the Cathedral of All Saints 

Pre-Register $20 

CATHEDRALOFALLSAINTS.ORG/EVENTS 

62 South Swan St., Albany, NY 12210 

Questions?  arts@cathedralofallsaints.org 

The Cathedral of All Saints 

Presents - Annual Bible Symposium 2021 

with Dr. Garwood Anderson 

 
Saturday, November 6 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

Join us for Dr. Anderson’s three talks on 1 Peter 

ALIENS, STRANGERS & CITIZENS 

A First Century Vision for Twenty-first Century Christians 

Order tickets online by Oct. 29 to receive lunch, $35 

CATHEDRALOFALLSAINTS.ORG/EVENTS 

62 Swan St., Albany, NY 12210, (518) 465-1342 

https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/
https://wwmectw.org/
http://www.thediocesanappeal.org


Faith Formation News 

As part of our Family based focus these are this week’s and next week’s readings so you and your family can think about those les-

sons. 

                             Readings for October 24                                                               Readings for October 31                                                                                                                   

                             1st Reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-9                                                      1st Reading:  Deuteronomy 6:2-6 

                             2nd Reading:  Hebrews 5:1-6                                                       2nd Reading:  Hebrews 7:23-28 

                             Gospel:  Mark 10:46-52                                                                Gospel:  Mark 12:28b-34 

 

Here is this week’s YouTube video that you can share and discuss with your family. 

Go to YouTube and search for the following: What’s Your Burden? 



Counters: 

This Week:  Bob Medvetz & Jerry McAuliffe 

Next Week:  Ellen McMartin & Carol Ryan 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

 

For October 16 & 17 

 

Regular Offertory…………...…. $1,750.00 

                      Total…..………..…………….….$1,750.00 

 

                        Saturday, October   16…...…..….……. 55 

                        Sunday,   October   17.........…..…….…60 

                        Total…...………...…..….…...…….…115 

 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Art Hyde, Barbara Bouplon, Beth Keegan, Billy Benkoski, 

Carolyn C. Bachorz, Dave Hanselman, Donny Hayden,  

Dr. Marcus Martinez,  Edna & Frank Aulisio, Jeff Babson, 

Jesse Stevens, John McAuliffe, Judy Brownell, Marie Slattery, Mary 

Brier, Mary Waytkus,  Megan Casey, Melissa Cleary,  Neil Waytkus, 

Paulette Sukuskas,  Phyllis Sargood, William J. Ellis, and all those who 

are ill or hurting. Those who have been on the prayer list for quite some 

time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are 

in need of prayer for yourself or someone else, please call 

 Margaret O’Malley at 518-686-7835.  

HACA Food Pantry is open regular hours, Mondays and 

Fridays 10 AM to noon, and Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 

PM.  Families may select the items they need or they can 

take a prepackaged order.  Frozen meat, dairy products, 

produce, and bread will be added at the time of pickup. 

Anyone who is unable to get to the pantry or needs assistance can email 

at hacainc12090@gmail.com or call 518-686-5163 and leave a message. 

Additional Items Needed:  Ramen noodles, oatmeal, canned dinners 

(spaghetti, chili, stew), pancake mix, pancake syrup, bread,  rice/pasta 

boxed mixes (Rice-A-Roni), shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, feminine 

hygiene items, and paper towels. 

Food Pantry Volunteers… We are looking for volunteers to help.  For 

information and training, contact Dianne Hosterman at 518-686-5310. 

 

 

- Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders. 

  Call the office. 

- Sunday morning: Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

- Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Gloria Shufon, or call the office  at 

518-686-5064 

VOLUNTEER! 

“Better to light one candle  

than to curse the darkness” 

 

Three day votive candles are in our 

lower church.  The donation is 25 

cents.  Please be considerate of oth-

ers when lighting a candle. 

If you would like to receive ICC 

emails, please call the parish 

office at 518-686-5064 or email 

to: 

Immconcept@roadrunner.com 


