
Immaculate Conception Church -  Christmas 2021 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

MASS SCHEDULE: 

CELEBRATED IN IMMACULATE  

CONCEPTION CHURCH  HALL  

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 10 AM  

Reconciliation available  

3:00-3:45 PM Saturdays 

Monday,  9 AM   

Eucharistic Adoration immediately after Mass on 

the first Monday of the month 

 

Bishop of Albany Diocese:  

Edward B. Scharfenberger  

 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

Pastor: Very Rev. Joseph Busch 

 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Peter Tkocz  

 

Parish Life Director: Jeffrey Peck  

JeffreyPeck@battenkillcatholic.org  

(cell) 518-683-6461  

 

Office Manager: Sue Hyde 

 

TRUSTEES: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott  

 

FINANCE COUNCIL: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, & Linda Billert 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster  

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,  

Karen Kaufman, and the two Trustees  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Richard Cherry  

 
 

+OUR PARISH OFFICE & MAILING ADDRESS  

67 Main Street  

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090  

Phone: 518-686-5064  

E-MAIL: immconcept@roadrunner.com  

*New OFFICE Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday - 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Facebook page: Immaculate Conception Hoosick Falls 

- Masks - 

Based on government and church regu-

lations, mask wearing is now required 

during Mass.  Masks are available. 

Contacting Fr. Peter 

Please call the office at Immaculate Conception. 
518-686-5064. If it is outside of office hours, 
please leave a message including your name and 
telephone number. If the need is urgent, please 
call or text Jeff Peck, at 518-683-6461 or email,  
jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org. Jeff's tele-
phone and email are also monitored outside of 
business hours. 

mailto:jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org


Liturgy Schedule:  

Christmas Eve 

Friday,  December 24 

2:00 pm Mass  

4:00 pm Mass  

 

Christmas Day 

Saturday,  December 25 

9:00 am Mass  

 

Sunday, December 26 

10:00 am Mass  

 

Monday, December 27 

9:00 am Mass 

Immaculate Conception 

 

Tuesday, December 28 

9:00 am Mass 

Holy Cross 

 

Wednesday, December 29 

9:00 am Mass 

St. Patrick’s 

 

Friday, December 31 

No Mass 

 

Saturday,  January 1 

4:00 pm Mass of the Epiphany 

 

Sunday,  January 2 

10:00 am Mass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crafted from the foundation beams 

of our Church, we continue to build 

up the reign of God with living 

stones.  Jesus Christ is our true 

cornerstone. 

Dear Friends,  

Welcome to all of the members of our parish community and a special thanks-
giving for all of those who are visiting or returning to us today!  

Each year at Christmas, my grandmother would remind us that she had been 
an acquaintance of Betty Smith. Betty Smith was the author of the book, A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn. It tells the story of a family on hard times living in a 
tenement. One of my favorite incidents in the book describes Christmas Eve 
when the two children of the family went out on looking for a free Christmas 
tree. It was the custom of the tree sellers to allow a child to have an unsold 
tree if they could catch it without falling down. The children were only nine and 
ten. They chose a tree that was ten feet tall. The salesman heaved the great 
tree at them and miraculously they kept their feet and won the tree. After a 
great deal of labor, they managed to drag the tree to the tenement apartment 
they lived in. Their father came downstairs to help them carry the tree up the 
stairwell to their top floor flat. Singing O Holy Night at the top of his lungs, he 
pulled the tree from above while the children pushed from below through the 
narrow staircase. As they labored up the stairs to their top floor flat, doors 
opened and families gathered at the landings, amazed at this unexpected 
site. The spinster Tynmore sisters began singing from their doorway, on the 
next floor Flossie Gaddis, her mother and her brother joined in as did others. 
Finally, the tree was set up in their small front room. They couldn’t afford to 
decorate the tree but it was an aromatic intrusion of the mystery of Christmas 
into their lives. It filled the room with its scent. I think of it as a reminder of the 
world’s Creator come to make our whole world aromatic with divine grace. 

This small part of the novel described how the ascent of that Christmas tree 
assembled all of the people of that tenement along the staircase, joining them 
together for a brief moment of song and cheerful dialogue. The grace of God 
has appeared, it has become a reality in the person of Jesus and in our cele-
brations of this great moment of Christmas. It was evidenced in the power of a 
free Christmas tree to unite such a motely group. May it flow over us and 
unite us. 

The Nativity has a great lesson within it. Who were open to the light of Christ 
at His birth? It wasn’t the great and mighty. It wasn’t the pious religious lead-
ers of the time, the rich, the successful or even the ordinary “normal” every-
day people. It was instead, the shepherds. These people were poor in wealth 
and possessions, the lowest among the low, but rich in humbleness, honesty, 
and trust. Those best able to receive the Light were those who were poor in 
spirit. 

I pray that we all may be poor in spirit. I hope that we may be humble enough 
to accept God who we find in a manger and be open to the Light that is Jesus.  

In the coming year while we wait and watch for the reopening of our world, the 
return of relative safety, the renewing of the bonds of community, I pray that 
each of you may experience firsthand the zeal of the Lord evidenced in the 
birth we all celebrate these days. I wish you a season of great joy despite our 
hardships, a year of reconciliation despite our differences, and a sense of be-
ing cared for and belonging.  

I wish all of you a blessed Christmas and a year of peace.   

In Christ, 

Jeff Peck 



We will be celebrating Mass during the week.   

The schedule is: 

  Monday, 9 AM  - Immaculate Conception                      

  Tuesday, 9 AM  - Holy Cross  

  Wednesday, 9 AM  - St. Patrick’s  

 

Eucharistic Adoration -  Immaculate Conception 

Eucharistic Adoration will take place immediately following the ICC 9 AM 

Mass on the  first Monday of the Month. 

Please Note:  The Monday morning 9:00 am Mass will be canceled if there 

is a funeral or other celebration that day.    

 

Christmas, Season of Joy and Hope. The liturgical season of 
Christmas begins with the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and con-
cludes on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, 
on our Lifelong Faith Website, you will find find links to crafts, 
book and movie recommendations for children, blessings and pray-
ers, scripture reflections, poems, videos, and more to help you cele-
brate this season of joy and hope. 

The Diocesan Appeal year has begun and a mailing  arrived in-home in 
October. As you contemplate your investment, please consider the role of 
the Catholic Church in your life and that of your family.  Your support of 
both your parish offertory and the Diocesan Appeal are the most fundamen-
tal ways to ensure the health and vitality of our entire Catholic community 
of 126 parishes in 14 counties, serving you in the day-to-day and milestone 
moments of your life. If you are eager to get started, you can make a gift or 
pledge online at www.thediocesanappeal.org or set-up bill pay through your 
bank for recurring gifts (easier on your budget), asking the bank to make 
checks payable to Diocesan Appeal, 40 N. Main Ave., Albany, NY 
12203.  Be sure to include your name and the name & location of our par-
ish.  Thank you! 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all who have contributed to the celebration of 
Christmas this year. So much that happens in the parish is not visi-
ble. Someone decorated, someone opened the building, turned on 
the lights, and heat, someone cleaned our worship space, someone 
donated toys, someone contributed money to feed the hungry, 
someone sang, someone made sure the bulletins were proofed and 
printed, and on and on… Our community is grateful for the labor of 
all visible and invisible who made our celebration so joyful. 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Thank you for your generous support for the collection for the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development!  If  you missed the collection, it’s not 

too late to give!  Visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click “How to 

Give” under “Resources.” 

Faith Formation News 

As part of our Family based focus these are this week’s and next week’s readings so you and your family can think about those lessons. 

                          Readings for Sunday December 26                                                          Readings for Sunday January 2                                  

                          1st Reading:  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14                                                            1st Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 

                          2nd Reading:  Colossians 3:12-21                                                           2nd Reading:  Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

                          Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52                                                                             Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Here is this week’s YouTube video that you can share and discuss with your family. 

Go to YouTube and search for the following:  Generosity: The Greatest Spiritual Gift 

HACA Christmas Food Basket Program 

HACA is preparing for the Annual Christmas Food Basket Pro-
gram. This program is only made possible by your generous mone-
tary donations. HACA Food Pantry provides necessary non-
perishable food items for each basket. Last year we helped over 200 
families in need. The money collected during this fund drive is used 
directly for any extra non perishables that may be needed for the 
baskets and for TOPS Family Market Gift Cards for families to 
purchase their Meat and Fresh Vegetables.  This Program fills a 
need not provided otherwise and exemplifies the concept of a com-
munity helping one another, providing a powerful Christmas mes-
sage of caring and goodwill to others.  

Donations are being accepted now and can be mailed or dropped off 
to our Parish Office 67 Main Street. If you have any questions 
please text Pat Hayes @ 518-203-8888 or e-mail Patrice Zedalis 
mpzedalis@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support! 

Catholic Charities Collection Weekend 

Thank you for your generous donations to Catholic Charities of the 

Diocese of Albany.   If you missed the collection, it’s not too late, 

you may still make a donation.  With your help we can feed families 

in need, prevent eviction, support homebound seniors, council those 

in crisis, aid people with disabilities and provide safety to abuse 

survivors.  All donations will stay within the Diocese to help neigh-

bors close to home.  For more information, (or to make an online 

donation) visit: www.ccrcda.org/collection 

Adult Bible Study 

 

Adult Bible Study: Exodus, Part One. The exodus is the 
central event of the Old Testament, giving meaning to every-
thing else we find in its pages. Part One of this study takes us 
from slavery to the call of Moses, from plagues to crossing 
the sea, from captivity to freedom in the Sinai. Discover that 
God hears those who are beaten down and liberates those 
who are in need of his justice. This study begins the week of 
January 16. There will be an Introduction and five lessons. 
Sign up online (https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/
programs.html) or in church by January 9. 

http://www.thediocesanappeal.org
mailto:mpzedalis@gmail.com
https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/programs.html
https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/programs.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children's Liturgy of the Word, 
a special celebration of worship and prayer for children, 

will be offered year-round at the 10 am Mass beginning January 9. 
 
The Children's Liturgy of the Word is primarily worship and prayer for children. After the Introductory Rites, the priest 
will invite the children to gather for a blessing and will dismiss them with their leaders to experience an age-
appropriate Liturgy of the Word in the St. Joseph Room. They will sing a seasonal Psalm and Gospel Acclamation, listen 
to the Gospel reading from the Children's Lectionary, participate in a children's reflection on the reading, and offer 
prayers of the faithful. Then, they will rejoin the larger faith community for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Through Chil-
dren’s Liturgy of the Word, we seek to involve the children in the liturgy – the joy of song, the holiness of silence and 
the richness of ritual. Children will grow in their appreciation of the Liturgical Year, the Sunday Gospel stories, and the 
rituals and responses associated with the Liturgy of the Word. This formation will help them to participate more fully in 
the Church’s liturgy.  
 

No pre-registration is necessary. 
All children in grades K-4 are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

We ask that a parent accompany any child younger than five. 
 

Volunteers are needed to assist with supervision of the children. 
This is a great opportunity for adults and middle school/high school youth 

 to help these eager youngsters learn the Word of the Lord. 
 

For more information, speak to Linda Allendorph at Mass 
Or contact Mary Rosmus, Director of Faith Formation.  

Email: maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org 
Office phone: 518-686-5064 

 
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist Preparation: We invite you and your child (age 7 or older) to prepare with us during the 
coming months for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. We will use a process for preparing your child called 
Growing Up Catholic. The gathered sessions will be held before or after the 10 am mass beginning on January 23. There are a total 
of six preparation sessions for each sacrament which both you and your child will attend, plus the celebration of the Sacraments 
themselves. These will be wonderful times! More information and an online registration form may be found on our Faith For-
mation website, https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/programs.html. Please call the parish office or contact Mary Rosmus 
(maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org) if you would like a registration form mailed to you. In person registration will be held before 
and after the 10 am mass on January 16. 

mailto:maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org
https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/programs.html
mailto:maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org


Counters: 

This Week:  Ellen McMartin, Jerry McAuliffe, Mike Shea &                                 

                      Carol Ryan 

Next Week:  Mike Shea & Andrea White 

 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL 

 OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

 

For December 18 & 19 

 

-  Not available at time of publication  - 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Keegan, Billy Benkoski, Carolyn C. Bachorz, Dave Hanselman, Donny 

Hayden, Dr. Marcus Martinez,  Edna & Frank Aulisio, Jeff Babson, John 

McAuliffe, Judy Brownell,  Mary Brier,  Megan Casey,  Neil Waytkus, Pat Kjel-

gaard, Paulette Sukuskas, Rich Turi, William J. Ellis, Winnie Restino and all 

those who are ill or hurting. Those who have been on the prayer list for quite some 

time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need 

of prayer for yourself or someone else, please call Margaret O’Malley at 518-686-

7835.  

HACA Food Pantry is open regular hours, Mondays and Fridays 

10 AM to noon, and Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM.  Families 

may select the items they need or they can take a prepackaged 

order.  Frozen meat, dairy products, produce and bread will be 

added at the time of pickup. 

Anyone who is unable to get to the pantry or needs assistance can email at ha-

cainc12090@gmail.com or call 518-686-5163 and leave a message. 

Additional Items Needed:  Ramen noodles, oatmeal, canned dinners (spaghetti, 

chili, stew), pancake mix, pancake syrup, bread,  rice/pasta, boxed mixes (Rice-A-

Roni), shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, feminine hygiene items and paper tow-

els. 

Food Pantry Volunteers… We are looking for volunteers to help.  For information 

and training, contact Dianne Hosterman at 518-686-5310. 

Volunteer! 

- Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders. 

  Call the office. 

- Sunday morning: Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

- Lectors (readers) at Mass:  See Gloria Shufon, or call the office   

“Better to light one candle  

than to curse the darkness” 

 

Three day votive candles are in our 

lower church.  The donation is 25 cents.  

Please be considerate of others when 

If you would like to receive ICC 

emails, please call the parish office 

at 518-686-5064 or email to: 

Immconcept@roadrunner.com 


