
Immaculate Conception Church - September 10 & 11, 2022 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

MASS SCHEDULE: 

 

CELEBRATED IN IMMACULATE  

CONCEPTION CHURCH  HALL  

Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 10 AM  

Monday,  9 AM   

 

 Thursdays, 10AM - pray the Rosary for  

“World Peace and Unity” 

Fridays, 3 PM - The Divine Mercy Prayers will be 
celebrated in the St. Joseph Room. 

 

Reconciliation available 3:00-3:45 PM Saturdays 

Eucharistic Adoration immediately after Mass  

on the first Monday of the month 

 

Bishop of Albany Diocese:  

Edward B. Scharfenberger  

 

Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard  

 

Pastor: Very Rev. Joseph Busch 

 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Peter Tkocz  

 

Parish Life Director: Jeffrey Peck  

JeffreyPeck@battenkillcatholic.org  

(cell) 518-683-6461  

 

Interim Faith Formation Director: Mary Rosmus 

maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org  

 

Office Manager: Sue Hyde 

 

TRUSTEES: Christina Angell & Ellen Scott  

 

FINANCE COUNCIL: 

Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti, & Linda Billert 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster  

Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,  

Karen Kaufman, and the two Trustees  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY: Richard Cherry  

+OUR PARISH OFFICE & MAILING ADDRESS  

67 Main Street  

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090  

Phone: 518-686-5064  

E-MAIL: immconcept@roadrunner.com  

*New OFFICE Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday - 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com  

Facebook page: Immaculate Conception Hoosick Falls 

Contacting Fr. Peter 

Please call the office at Immaculate Conception, 518-686-5064. 
If it is outside of office hours, please leave a message including 
your name and telephone number. If the need is urgent, please 
call or text Jeff Peck, at 518-683-6461 or email,  
jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org.  
 
Jeff's telephone and email are also monitored outside of  
business hours. 

Though no longer required, mask use is requested 
indoors in the spirit of love and care for the vulnerable 
in our community. 

mailto:jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org


Liturgy Schedule:  

 

Saturday,  September 10 

4:00 pm Mass 

Walton Eddy 

(Requested by Linda Hutchins) 

Baby Harrington & John Trimble 

(Requested by Dianne Harrington) 

 

Sunday, September 11 

10:00 am Mass  

Veronica Hoag & Hoag, Bradley 

& Brandalik families 

(Requested by Jim Hoag) 

 

Monday, September 12 

9:00 am Mass  

Immaculate Conception 

 

Tuesday, September 13 

9:00 am Mass 

Holy Cross, Salem 

 

Wednesday, September 14 

9:00 am Mass  

St. Patrick’s, Cambridge 

 

Saturday,  September 17 

4:00 pm Mass  

Rita Hoffman 

(Requested by Linda Hutchins) 

 

Sunday,  September 18 

10:00 am Mass  

Manuel Custodio 

(Requested by Custodio family) 

Olinda & Agusto Soares 

(Requested by Soares family) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crafted from the foundation beams 

of our Church, we continue to build 

up the reign of God with living stones.  

Jesus Christ is our true cornerstone. 

Dear Friends, 

An Australian bishop was explaining to the confirmation class how he was 

the shepherd of the flock. Given that many of the children came from large 

sheep farms he decided to draw on today’s Gospel as an analogy for his 

pastoral leadership. “I care for all of you like the Good Shepherd,” he said. 

The students seemed consoled. Warming up, the bishop continued, “For 

instance, what would your fathers do if he lost one of his sheep?” The class 

was silent. The bishop asked again. The students were confused. The bish-

op got personal, “Michael what would your Dad do?” “Seeing we’ve 

42,000 of them, bishop, he’d let the stupid animal go!” 

Sometimes the power of the Gospel needs a little help to be brought up to 

date! If the bishop had done his homework and asked Michael about 420 

missing sheep he would’ve got the answer he was after! 

The Exodus reading and the Gospel from Luke could not provide a greater 

contrast in the images of God they present. Thank goodness we are chil-

dren of the New Testament, friends of the Good Shepherd. 

The Lord in Exodus, by contrast, is vengeful; his destructive anger only 

changes because of Moses’ intercession. The idea that God “gets us” 

through disasters, illness, misfortune, and hardship is, tragically, still active 

in Christian faith. No matter how often the Church teaches us, for example, 

that HIV/AIDS has not been sent as a curse by God on gay men, or that 

non-Christians are not punished for their beliefs through war and famine or 

that God does not send small accidents and sicknesses because God 

knows we need a rest, we can find this erroneous thinking is alive and well. 

At its worst it drives people away from the Good Shepherd who knows 

each of us by name, who will go to ridiculous lengths and risk everything to 

go after us and welcome us home. 

There is a huge difference between God permitting evil in the world and 

God perpetrating such acts. We do not believe that God, the summit and 

source of love, rains down evil upon the world. Whatever of the many and 

wonderfully varied images of God in the Old Testament, the Israelites had a 

developed belief in God’s vengeance. Jesus, however, spoke more of 

God’s justice and compassion. 

And even as intimate and loving as the Good Shepherd metaphor is, Jesus 

is clear about our freedom to choose between life in Him and the path 

which draws us away. None of us is coerced into the flock. We are not 

God’s victims. We know and hear the voice of God most and are drawn to 

him and can make a return every time we stray. 

I pray that we may let go of any residual belief that God is out to get us. 

May we hear his call and delight in his embrace. I pray that we may be em-

boldened to be good shepherds to those we love so that we might risk eve-

rything, in his name, to be foolishly loving and compassionate to all we 

claim as our own. 

In Christ, 

Jeff Peck 



Faith Formation News 

As part of our Family based focus these are this week’s and next week’s readings so you and your family can think about those lessons.                                       

                       Readings for Sunday, September 11                                               Readings for Sunday, September 18 

                       1st Reading:  Exodus  32:7-11, 13-14                                            1st Reading:  Amos 8:4-7 
                       2nd Reading:  1 Timothy  1:12-17                                                 2nd Reading:  1 Timothy 2:1-8 
                       Gospel:  Luke 15:1-32                                                                    Gospel:  Luke 16:1-13 
  

                          Here is this week’s YouTube video that you can share and discuss with your family. 

Go to YouTube and search for the following:  Saying Goodbye, Starting Over and Transitioning 

 

For additional resources, go to https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/faith-at-home-resources.html  

 

This year, the Church will celebrate Cat-
echetical Sunday on September 18, 
2022 under the theme of “This is my 
body given for you.” On this day, cate-
chists are formally commissioned for 
ministry to the community. Catechetical 
Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on the role that each baptized 
person plays in handing on the faith and 
being a witness to the Gospel. Catecheti-
cal Sunday is an opportunity for all to 
rededicate themselves to this mission as a 
community of faith. 

Basket Bingo 

 

 

 

Basket Bingo will be Oct. 6th at 6:30 in the church hall. 

We still need about 3 more baskets.  Please consider making one with 
friends or family members.   

Tickets are on sale at the rectory, Thorpe’s and at church after the Mass-
es. Tickets are $10 in advance and $13 at the door.   

There is a sign up sheet on the table for volunteers to bring goodies for 
the dessert table to sell.   

If you have any questions, please contact Karen 518-686-4737 or Ellen 
518-686-5075.  Thank you.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist Preparation 
 

We invite you and your child to prepare with us during the coming 
months for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 
First Reconciliation Prep begins in September and First Reconciliation 
will be celebrated at the parish Advent Reconciliation Service. First Eu-
charist Prep will follow with First Eucharist tentatively scheduled for 
Sunday, April 30, 2023. 
 

For more information and to register, pick up information in the church, 
check the parish website, contact  
maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org, or call the parish office.   

Call for Singers - Battenkill Chorale 

  *  A Winter’s Night  * 

Featuring Ole Gjielo’s  

Dark Night of the Soul and  Luminous Night of the Soul 

 

Regular Thursday rehearsals begin September 8 at 7 p.m. 

Hubbard Hall, 25 East Main Street, Cambridge, NY 

For concerts to be performed January 14 & 15, 2023 

 

For more information and a registration form, contact 

BattenkillChoraleADGC@gmail.com 

Dear friends, 

How can I grow my spirituality? For some, it is a daunting task calling 

to mind a variety of arcane practices which must be learned. The busy-

ness of our lives makes being a spiritual person hard. Over the coming 

weeks, I am going to provide a few ideas that might grow our relation-

ship with God. How many bells, alarms, alerts, and even sirens do we 

experience in a day? My day starts with a tone and a weather report. The 

microwave beeps, texts chime, and on and on. These sounds in a sense 

stop us mid-life. In monastic life bells signal time for prayer. What 

about choosing one or two of the bells in your life and adding a reflec-

tion on the blessing of the day or a short prayer? We are conditioned to 

respond to the bells in our life. Consider turning these modern claims on 

our attention into reminders of our relationship to the God who loves us. 

We need a personal call at specific moments to remind us that although 

God created the world, God did not finish it. 

 In Christ, 

Jeff Peck 

Read and Recommended: 

Community is built through common experiences. It is not about momen-
tary events, crises, or efforts to restore and maintain our buildings. It is an 
outpouring of empathy and care which develops by coming together at its 
base through everyday life. We have been provided such an opportunity 
through the “One Book One Parish” effort of Mary Rosmus. She has 
chosen a book that is easily read, has something for everyone, and maybe 
best of all it's free. Please take one home, sign up for the discussion 
groups, the Facebook page, talk about it one on one with our fellow pa-
rishioners, or read quietly and reflect on it on your own. This is 
a  common experience that will build on the bonds we share in our com-
munity. 

A Well-Built Faith, Joe Paprocki, Loyola Press. A distillation of the 
900 pages of the new Catechism, this is not anything like the 100-
question Baltimore Catechism many of us remember. It is a deep dive 
into what makes us Catholic and we are all guaranteed to learn something 
about our faith. Did you know that there is an easily learned formula for 
spontaneous prayer and that in general Catholics aren’t comfortable with 
such prayer? Is God a Supreme Being or the Source of Being? What’s the 
difference? Pick up a free copy at the Church entrances to find out! 

https://stpatrickslifelongfaith.weebly.com/faith-at-home-resources.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Building Block of Faith Program for Families 

-  Adults, children, and young teens are invited to participate in a 

story-based program that focuses on the core of our Catholic faith 

with their children.  Growing Up Catholic Faith Stories (Crecer en 

la Fe Catolica: Historias de Fe) is organized into three years - God 

Calls, Jesus Lives, and Spirit with Us.  Each year is focused on a 

different set of stories.  In 2022-23, we will focus on the gospel 

story -  the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  We will host six 

parish-based whole family introductory sessions.  Nine story-based 

sessions will be sent home for families to complete in between the 

introductory sessions. 

-  In our gathered sessions, we will explore faith stories in a hands-on 

way, using Lego® building blocks. Inspired by the author 

of Building Faith Brick by Brick, we will dig deep into the well of 

creativity and an enormous bin of little plastic building bricks to 

meld together a new way of teaching the stories of God. 

-  A home study program is also available. Fifteen story-based 

sessions will be sent home for families to complete together in Eng-

lish or in Spanish.  The Faith Formation Office will provide support 

for you to successfully complete the lessons. This is a wonderful 

way for the family to learn together and grow in faith. 

-  Adult Bible Study: The Gospel According to Matthew, Part 

One 

-   Bible study is an opportunity to encounter God as well as learn 
about who we are as a Church. When people study God’s Word to-
gether in groups, they have an opportunity to know each other on a 
deeper level than is usually possible. It becomes an opportunity to 
build community and to extend that community in care for others.  

-   For more information and to register for any of our programs, pick 
up information in the church, check the parish website, con-
tact maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org, or call the parish office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GIFT: Growing in Faith Together 

 
We are excited to begin a new year of Faith Formation! 

 
We are calling our Faith Formation Initiative: 

Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.) 
 which reminds us that faith is a gift in which we must always 

continue to grow, and that we do this together 
 as a household and as a community. 

 
Throughout the year, we will provide opportunities for  

parishioners of all ages to grow in the  
knowledge of and love for God 

 
We have structured our year around seasonal themes: 

 
                            Fall:  Building our Faith Together 
                            Advent:  The Gift of Jesus 
                            Lent:  Water, Light, and Life 
                            Easter:  From Mass to Mission 

 
Watch the bulletin and website for more information 

Looking for Legos. In our family faith 
formation sessions, we will explore faith 
stories in a hands-on way, using Lego® 
building blocks.  If your children or grand-
children have outgrown their Legos, please 
consider donating them to us!  We appreci-
ate your help in building our supply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Book, Spiritual Renewal, and Fellowship. This year Im-
maculate Conception is giving you an inspirational book to en-
liven your faith and energize our parish as part of the One Book, 
One Parish program from Loyola Press. After Mass this weekend 
and next, we will be handing out FREE copies of  A Well-Built 
Faith by Joe Paprocki. Cleverly developed around a construction 
theme, A Well-Built Faith makes it easy and flat-out fun for any 
Catholic to know what they believe and to feel confident in shar-
ing those beliefs with others. For those who want to explore the 
meaning of this book in a deeper way, we will be hosting a 
weekly book discussion group starting on September 14 at 6:30 
pm and an online discussion.  Please see the parish website or 
the sign-up sheet in the church if you would like to receive more 
information and participate.  

 

On Saturday, September 10, our Confirma-
tion Candidates will participate in a one 
day retreat. Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
open their hearts and minds as they prepare 
for Confirmation and increase their desire 
to know and follow Jesus as his disciple. 

https://icchoosickfalls.com/faith-formation
mailto:maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org


September 10 & 11,  2022 

Lectors:  

This Week: Team #2 - Sat. Mary Suite/Pat Kjelgaard 

                    Team #2 - Sun. Gloria Shufon/Bob Shay   

Next Week: Team #3 - Sat. Maggie Kinney/Karen Kaufman 

                    Team #3 - Sun. Don Bradley/Christian Bradley/ 

                                      Keelyn Bradley                                                                   

                                               
Eucharist Ministers: 

This Week: Sat - Chris Merrell, Sun - Joy Wright 

Next Week: Sat - Margaret Merwin, Sun - Bob Melesky  

 

Counters: 

This Week: Carol Ryan & Eileen Bakaitis 

Next Week: Linda Bennett & Anita Perry 

 

SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE  
                                           September 3 & 4 

             Regular Offertory …..….…...….……...$2,981.00 

             Faith Formation………………………… $125.00 

             Candles …………………..……………….$13.00 

             Total ………..….…...………..…..…….$3,029.00 
  

 Attendance: 

            Saturday, September 3  (4:00 pm)…...…..…......68 

            Sunday, September 4  (10:00 am)…....................46 

            Total  ……….…....…...……...………........…..114 

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Beverly James, Billy Benkoski, Billy Desmarais,   

Carolyn C. Bachorz,  Crystal Waytkus, Dave Hanselman,  

Donny Hayden, Dr. Marcus Martinez, Ed & Margaret LaFortune, 

Edna & Frank Aulisio, Hope Kjelgaard, Jeff Babson, Judy Brownell,  

Margaret Eddy, Mary Brier, Megan Casey, Neil Waytkus,  

Nicole Herrador, Paulette Sukuskas, Robert Downing, Sara Senecal, Sarah Bienkowski, 

Stan Urbon, Sue Ouellette, William J. Ellis, and all those who are ill or hurting. Those 

who have been on the prayer list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not 

appear in the bulletin.  If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone else, please 

call Margaret O'Malley at 518-686-7835.  

HACA Food Pantry is open regular hours, Mondays and Fridays 10 

AM to noon, and Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM.  Families may 

select the items they need or they can take a prepackaged order.  

Frozen meat, dairy products, produce and bread will be added at the 

time of pickup. 

Anyone who is unable to get to the pantry or needs assistance can email at  

hacainc12090@gmail.com or call 518-686-5163 and leave a message. 

Additional Items Needed:  Ramen noodles, oatmeal, canned dinners (spaghetti, chili, 

stew), pancake mix, pancake syrup, bread,  rice/pasta, boxed mixes (Rice-A-Roni), 

shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, feminine hygiene items and paper  

towels. 

Food Pantry Volunteers… We are looking for volunteers to help.  For information and 

training, contact Dianne Hosterman at 518-686-5310. 

Volunteer! 

 - Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders.  Call the office. 

 - Sunday morning: Collection Counters.  Call the office. 

 

For questions regarding scheduling Lectors, see  Gloria Shufon, or call the office   

For questions regarding scheduling  Eucharist Ministers, call Teresa Driscoll at  

(518) 686-5251 or call the office. 

“Better to light one candle than to curse the darkness” ...Three day votive candles are 

in our lower church.  The donation is 25 cents.  Please be considerate of others when 

lighting a candle. 


