The Church of the Ascension
in the City of New York
The Reverend Daniel S. Kearney, Pastor

Serving the Upper West Side, Manhattan Valley,
and Morningside Heights communities since 1895.

Sirviendo las comunidades del Upper West Side,
Manhattan Valley, y Morningside Heights desde 1895.

23 MARCH /MARZO 2025

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
LIl DOMINGO DE CUARESMA

ALL ARE WELCOME. / TODOS SON BIENVENIDOS.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
5:30pm Vigil Bilingual / Bilingiie (Cantor and organ)
9:30am, 12:30pm Espariol (Coro)
11am English (Choir and organ)
6pm English (Cantor and Jazz trio)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
12pm English
7pm Espariol

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
10am — 7pm Weekdays / Entre semana
10am — 5:30pm Saturdays / sdbados
8:30am — 6pm Sundays / domingos

ASSISTING CLERGY AND STAFF

The Reverend Daniel LeBlanc, OMI The Reverend Deacon Daniel Corniel
The Reverend Deacon Nelson Falcon Mary Santorello, Director of Faith Formation
Preston Smith, Music Director & Interim Business Manager Cipriano Lantigua, Minister to Homebound

Lucas Gonzalez and Mireya Vilma, Facilities
Millie Marte, Hospitality
Sareda Rodriguez (M-F), Jeffrey Salazar (M-F), Jose Velazquez (Weekend), Reception

221 West One Hundred Seventh Street | New York, New York 10025 | 212.222.0666 | www.ascensionchurchnyc.org



PASTOR’S COLUMN Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Ascension,

Today, Sunday, March 23rd, we celebrate a significant moment in the journey of our OCIA catechumens as they participate in the
first of the three Scrutinies. These rites, which take place on the third, fourth, and fifth Sundays of Lent, are an essential part of
the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA), helping those preparing for Baptism to deepen their conversion and spiritual
preparation for the Easter sacraments.

The Scrutinies are not tests of knowledge or worthiness but rather solemn prayers of self-examination, healing, and strengthening.
Rooted in ancient tradition, these rites go back to the early Church when those seeking to enter the Christian faith underwent a
period of intense spiritual purification. Even today, the Scrutinies help our catechumens identify and overcome sin while affirming
God’s grace working within them. Through powerful Scripture readings, the Scrutinies reveal Christ’s desire to heal, transform,
and offer living water to all who thirst for eternal life.

As we witness and pray for our catechumens, let us also use this time for personal reflection. We are all called to scrutinize our
own hearts, turn away from sin, and grow in holiness. I hope these rites remind us of our baptismal promises and the grace we
received when we first entered into the life of Christ.

Additionally, on Tuesday, March 25th, we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord. This feast marks the angel
Gabriel’s visit to Mary, announcing that she would conceive and bear the Son of God. Mary’s fiat—her joyful and courageous
“yes” to God’s plan—changed the course of history, ushering in the mystery of the Incarnation. Through her obedience, God’s
eternal Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

The Annunciation is a reminder that God invites each of us to say “yes” to His will. Just as Mary cooperated with divine grace,
we too are called to trust in God’s plan, even when it challenges or surprises us. As we celebrate this feast, let us reflect on our
own openness to God’s calling in our lives.

I pray that this Lenten season continues to be a time of renewal for us all. Let us keep our catechumens in prayer as they journey
toward the Easter sacraments, and may we, like Mary, respond with faith and trust to God’s invitation to holiness.

In the meantime, we continue to pray for the people of Ukraine and the Mideast, Sudan and the Congo, and all of the troubled
areas of the world.

Peace, Fr. Kearney

Queridos amigos y feligreses de la Ascension,

Hoy, domingo 23 de marzo, celebramos un momento significativo en la trayectoria de nuestros catecaimenos de OCIA: participan
en el primero de los tres Escrutinios. Estos ritos, que se llevan a cabo el tercer, cuarto y quinto domingo de Cuaresma, son parte
esencial de la Orden de Iniciacion Cristiana de Adultos (OCIA), y ayudan a quienes se preparan para el Bautismo a profundizar
su conversion y preparacion espiritual para los sacramentos de Pascua.

Los Escrutinios no son pruebas de conocimiento ni de mérito, sino oraciones solemnes de autoexamen, sanacion y fortalecimiento.
Con raices en la antigua tradicion, estos ritos se remontan a la Iglesia primitiva, cuando quienes buscaban entrar en la fe cristiana
pasaban por un periodo de intensa purificacion espiritual. Incluso hoy, los Escrutinios ayudan a nuestros catecimenos a identificar
y superar el pecado, a la vez que afirman la gracia de Dios que obra en ellos. A través de impactantes lecturas de las Escrituras,
los Escrutinios revelan el deseo de Cristo de sanar, transformar y ofrecer agua viva a todos los que tienen sed de vida eterna.

Al dar testimonio y orar por nuestros catecumenos, aprovechemos también este tiempo para la reflexion personal. Todos estamos
llamados a examinar nuestro propio corazon, alejarnos del pecado y crecer en santidad. Espero que estos ritos nos recuerden
nuestras promesas bautismales y la gracia que recibimos al entrar en la vida de Cristo.

Ademas, el martes 25 de marzo celebraremos la Solemnidad de la Anunciacion del Sefior. Esta fiesta conmemora la visita del
angel Gabriel a Maria, anuncidndole que concebiria y daria a luz al Hijo de Dios. El fiat de Maria —su gozoso y valiente "si" al
plan de Dios— cambi6 el curso de la historia, inaugurando el misterio de la Encarnacion. Mediante su obediencia, el Verbo eterno
de Dios se hizo carne y habit6 entre nosotros. La Anunciacién nos recuerda que Dios nos invita a cada uno a decir "si" a su
voluntad. Asi como Maria cooperd con la gracia divina, también nosotros estamos llamados a confiar en el plan de Dios, incluso
cuando nos desafia o nos sorprende. Al celebrar esta fiesta, reflexionemos sobre nuestra propia apertura al llamado de Dios en
nuestras vidas.

Ruego para que esta Cuaresma siga siendo un tiempo de renovacién para todos. Mantengamos a nuestros catecimenos en oracion
mientras caminan hacia los sacramentos de Pascua, y que, como Maria, respondamos con fe y confianza a la invitacion de Dios a
la santidad.

Mientras tanto, seguimos orando por los pueblos de Ucrania y Oriente Medio, Sudan y el Congo, y por todas las zonas afectadas
del mundo.

Paz, Padre Kearney




READINGS FOR THE WEEK Lecturas de la semana

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9
Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday THE ANNUNCIATION Solemnity Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19

Thursday Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23

Friday Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34

Saturday Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14

CALENDAR Calendario
 MASS INTENTIONS [ntenciones de Misas

Third Sunday of Lent
(Sat., 5:30pm) Bilingual Vigil Mass (Fr. Kearney)
™ Bianca Ortiz Montero
9:20am Ascension Choir rehearsal (Choir room)
9:30am Misa en espaiiol (Fr. Jose Luis)
™ Benditas animas del purgatorio, Accion de gracias a la Virgen de la Altagracia, Antonio de Coo, Felix Santana, Lisa
Geroge, Maridol Tirado, Edwin Oscar por su salud
Religious Education classes (Parish center and Library)
1lam English mass with Choir (Fr. Kearney)
® Bernadette Lynch, Alexander Szentmiklosi, Andreas Schmidt
12-12:45pm Coffee hour (Dining room)

12:30pm Misa en espaiiol (Fr. Jose Luis)
3pm Special mass for Spanish Emaus group (Church)
6pm English Jazz mass (Fr. Kearney)
Monday 03.24
12pm English communion (Bernie Waters)
Tpm Misa en espaiiol (Fr. Kearney)
™ Benditas animas del purgatorio, Jael Ortiz
7:45pm Spanish Charistmaticos group (Parish center)

Tuesday 03.25
The Solemnity of the Annunciation

12pm English mass (Fr. Kearney)
6:30-10pm Ascension Culinary Institute (Parish center)
7pm OCIA (Dining room)

Misa en espaiiol (Fr. LeBlanc)
™ Benditas animas del purgatorio, Maria Ofelia Palacios
Wednesday 03.26

12pm English communion (Thom Sesma)
4:30pm Religious Education classes (Parish center and Library)
6:30pm Men’s Group (Parish center)
Tpm Misa en espaiiol (Fr. LeBlanc)
W Benditas animas del purgatorio
7:40pm Piano rehearsal (Church)
Thursday 03.27
12pm English mass (Fr. LeBlanc)
% Julia Rebeca Valverde
5:30pm Legion of Mary Rosary (Church)
Tpm Misa en espaiiol (Fr. Kearney)
™ Benditas animas del purgatorio
7:40pm Piano rehearsal (Church)
7:45pm Spanish Curcillistas and Emaus groups (Parish center)

Friday 03.28
9:30-11am Piano tuning (Church)

11:30am Stations of the Cross in English (Church)
12pm English mass (Fr. Kearney)

6:30pm Via crucis (Church)

Tpm Misa en espaiiol (Fr. LeBlanc)

™ Beneditas animas del purgatorio



Saturday 03.29

12-3pm Welcome Table Meal ministry (Parish center)
2pm Wedding-Celestin (Church)

4-5pm Confessions (Fr. LeBlanc)

4:30-6pm Religious Ed setup for Sunday (Parish center)
5:30pm Bilingual mass (Fr. Hotop)

¥ The Reverend Monsignor Michael C. Crimmins ¥
1942-2025
Pastor Emeritus, Church of St. Gregory the Great, Manhattan

A memorial mass has been scheduled for Tuesday, 6th May, 10am, at Blessed Sacrament Church on West 71st Street.

All are welcome. / Todos son bienvenidos. Thank you for your weekly support of Ascension Church.
Last week’s collections:

Newcomers and visitors: $6,784
Following mass you are encouraged to introduce
yourself to the ushers and complete a visitor’s card.
Welcome to Ascension and please come back soon.
Interested in receiving Flocknotes/Parish news? Please
use the QR code:

Please consider a gift of any amount through FlockNotes:
Ok 0]
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DAILY SCHEDULE 2025 Concert Series
FOR LENT Three Sundays at 3
presents
ENGLISH

(13 > »
11:30am Stations of the Cross (Fri) Twice for the Money

12pm  Holy Communion (Mon & Wed)
Mass (Tues, Thurs, Fri)

HORARIO DIARIO An hour program of works for
DE CUARESMA Piano Four-Hands
- Preston Smith & Drew Spradlin
ESPANOL
6:30pm Via crucis (viernes) NEXT Sunday, 30th March, 3pm
7pm Misa (lunes a viernes) Suggested donation: 320

DEDICATE A PEW! ;DEDICAR UN BANCO!

We invite you to dedicate a pew in the name of a loved one or friend as a thoughtful and meaningful way to support Ascension
Church, especially in honor of our 130th anniversary in 2025. Naming a pew expresses your commitment to Ascension today
and for generations to come. Pews may be named for a donation of $1,300. In recognition of your commitment Ascension
will install a personalized, brass plaque at one available pew. Your gift can be paid in several installments. Forms are
available in the parish office; the qr code can be used also. 100% of your donation will benefit Ascension Church.

Le invitamos a dedicar un banco en nombre de un ser querido o amigo como una manera reflexiva y significativa de apoyar
a la Iglesia de la Ascension, especialmente en honor de nuestro 130 aniversario en 2025. Nombrar un banco expresa su
compromiso con la Ascension hoy y para las generaciones venideras. Bancos pueden ser nombrados por una donacion de
8 1,300. En reconocimiento a su compromiso Ascension instalara una placa de laton personalizada en un banco disponible.
Su donacion se puede pagar en varios plazos. Los formularios estdn disponibles en la oficina parroquial; también se puede
utilizar el codigo qr. El 100% de su donacion beneficiard a la Iglesia de la Ascension.




