The Church of the Ascension
in the City of New York
The Reverend Daniel S. Kearney, Pastor

Serving the Upper West Side, Manhattan Valley,
and Morningside Heights communities since 1895.

Sirviendo las comunidades del Upper West Side,
Manhattan Valley, y Morningside Heights desde 1895.

27 APRIL /ABRIL 2025

EASTERII
PASCUA II

IN MEMORIAM
POPE FRANCIS, OUR PATRON AND SHEPHERD
(1936-2025)

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.




SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
5:30pm Vigil Bilingual / Bilingiie (Cantor and organ)
9:30am, 12:30pm Espariol (Coro)
11am English (Choir and organ)
6pm English (Cantor and Jazz trio)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
12pm English
7pm Espariol

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
10am — 7pm Weekdays / Entre semana
10am — 5:30pm Saturdays / sdbados
8:30am — 6pm Sundays / domingos

PASTOR’S COLUMN Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Ascension,

With heavy hearts, we join the universal Church and the
entire world in mourning the passing of our beloved Holy
Father, Pope Francis. His death marks the end of a
remarkable era of humble, prophetic, and deeply pastoral
leadership—one that has left an indelible mark not only on
the Church but on humanity as a whole.

From the very moment he stepped onto the balcony of St.
Peter’s Basilica on March 13, 2013, dressed simply and
introducing himself not as a ruler, but as a “bishop of Rome”
and a sinner, Pope Francis quietly but radically transformed
the face of the papacy. That humble greeting, followed by a
silent bow asking for the people’s prayers, set the tone for a
pontificate centered on compassion, mercy, and solidarity
with the most vulnerable.

Throughout his years as Pope, Francis never ceased to remind
us of the dignity of the forgotten. He became the voice of the
voiceless—migrants, refugees, immigrants, the poor, the
elderly, and those living on the peripheries of society. His
tireless advocacy for a more just and inclusive world
challenged political systems and stirred consciences. He
reminded us that to be Christian is to build bridges, not walls.
Francis was also a shepherd deeply committed to creation.
With Laudato Si’, he issued a prophetic call to care for our
common home, reminding us that ecological destruction is
not only an environmental issue but a moral one—an issue of
justice for the poor and future generations. His vision of
integral ecology bound together the dignity of the human
person with the care of the earth we share.

In Amoris Laetitia, he invited us to rediscover the beauty and
challenges of family life, with all its joys and imperfections,
urging the Church to accompany people with patience,
compassion, and understanding. With Fratelli Tutti, he
dreamt aloud of a world shaped by fraternity, dialogue, and
peace.

Above all, Pope Francis gave us not only words but witness.
He knelt to wash the feet of prisoners and immigrants. He
embraced the disabled and the disfigured. He walked among
the poor, dined with the homeless, and reminded us over and
over that God’s mercy is greater than our sins. His example
has called us to a deeper faith, a wider love, and a Church
that truly “goes forth” as a field hospital for the wounded.

It is fitting, then, that we remember him on this Divine Mercy
Sunday—a feast so close to his heart. Pope Francis constantly
pointed us to the God whose name is Mercy, and whose heart
breaks open for all. As we contemplate the image of the Risen
Christ with rays of mercy flowing from His side, we see the
very heart of Francis’ papacy—a Church that welcomes,
heals, forgives, and goes to the margins to bring the Good
News.

As we grieve, let us also give thanks—for his life, his
leadership, and his legacy. Let us carry forward his mission
of tenderness, justice, and gospel joy.

To provide all parishioners with the opportunity to unite in
prayer for Pope Francis, all Masses this weekend will be
offered for the repose of his soul. In addition, a special Mass
in Spanish will be celebrated on Monday, April 28, at 7:00
PM. On Tuesday, April 29, Solemn Vespers with a homily in
English will be held at 6:00 PM. All are respectfully invited
to attend these liturgies in prayerful remembrance.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.

Peace, Fr. Kearney

Peace, Fr. Kearney

Queridos amigos y feligreses de la Ascension,

Con gran pesar, nos unimos a la Iglesia universal y al
mundo entero en el duelo por el fallecimiento de nuestro
amado Santo Padre, el Papa Francisco. Su muerte marca
el final de una era extraordinaria de liderazgo humilde,



profético y profundamente pastoral, que ha dejado una
huella imborrable no solo en la Iglesia, sino en toda la
humanidad.

Desde el mismo momento en que piso el balcon de la
Basilica de San Pedro el 13 de marzo de 2013, vestido
con sencillez y presentandose no como un gobernante,
sino como un "obispo de Roma" y un pecador, el Papa
Francisco transformd, silenciosa pero radicalmente, el
rostro del papado. Ese humilde saludo, seguido de una
reverencia silenciosa pidiendo las oraciones del pueblo,
marco la pauta de un pontificado centrado en la
compasion, la misericordia y la solidaridad con los mas
vulnerables.

A lo largo de sus afios como Papa, Francisco nunca dejo
de recordarnos la dignidad de los olvidados. Se
convirtié en la voz de los que no tenian voz: migrantes,
refugiados, inmigrantes, pobres, ancianos y quienes
viven en las periferias de la sociedad. Su incansable
defensa de un mundo mas justo e inclusivo desafi6 los
sistemas politicos y conmovié las conciencias. Nos
recordo que ser cristiano es construir puentes, no muros.
Francisco también fue un pastor profundamente
comprometido con la creacion. Con Laudato Si’, lanzo
un llamado profético a cuidar nuestra casa comun,
recordandonos que la destruccion ecologica no es solo
un problema ambiental, sino moral: una cuestion de
justicia para los pobres y las generaciones futuras. Su
vision de la ecologia integral conect6 la dignidad de la
persona humana con el cuidado de la tierra que
compartimos.

En Amoris Laetitia, nos invité a redescubrir la belleza y
los desafios de la vida familiar, con todas sus alegrias e
imperfecciones, instando a la Iglesia a acompanar a las
personas con paciencia, compasion y comprension. Con
Fratelli Tutti, sofid en voz alta con un mundo forjado por
la fraternidad, el didlogo y la paz.

Sobre todo, el Papa Francisco nos dio no solo palabras,
sino también testimonio. Se arrodill6 para lavar los pies
de prisioneros e inmigrantes. Abrazd6 a los
discapacitados y desfigurados. Camind entre los pobres,
ceno con los sin techo y nos record6 una y otra vez que
la misericordia de Dios es mayor que nuestros pecados.
Su ejemplo nos ha llamado a una fe mas profunda, a un
amor mas amplio y a una Iglesia que verdaderamente
"sale" como hospital de campaiia para los heridos.

Es oportuno, pues, que lo recordemos en este Domingo
de la Divina Misericordia, una fiesta tan cercana a su
corazon. El Papa Francisco nos sefiald constantemente
al Dios cuyo nombre es Misericordia, y cuyo corazon se
abre a todos. Al contemplar la imagen de Cristo
Resucitado con rayos de misericordia que fluyen de su
costado, vemos el corazén mismo del papado de
Francisco: una Iglesia que acoge, sana, perdona y llega
a los margenes para llevar la Buena Nueva.

Mientras lloramos, demos también gracias por su vida,
su liderazgo y su legado. Llevemos adelante su mision
de ternura, justicia y alegria evangélica. Para brindar a
todos los feligreses la oportunidad de unirse en oracién
por el Papa Francisco, todas las misas de este fin de
semana se ofreceran por el eterno descanso de su alma.
Ademas, se celebrard una misa especial en espafiol el
lunes 28 de abril a las 7:00 pm. El martes 29 de abril, se
celebraran las Visperas Solemnes con una homilia en
inglés a las 6:00 pm. Todos estdn respetuosamente
invitados a asistir a estas liturgias en oracion y recuerdo.
Concédele, Sefior, el descanso eterno y brille para ¢l la
luz perpetua. Descanse en paz. Amén.

Paz, Padre Kearney

READINGS FOR THE WEEK Lecturas de la semana

2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy) Acts 5:12-16/Rv
1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31

Monday /Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr; Saint
Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest]: Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday [Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the
Church Memorial] Acts 4:32-37/In 3:7b-15

Wednesday /Saint Pius V, Pope] Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21
Thursday /Saint Joseph the Worker] Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-
36

Friday [Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Memorial] Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15

Saturday /[Saints Philip and James, Apostles Feast] 1 Cor
15:1-8/In 14:6-14

All are welcome. / Todos son bienvenidos.

Newcomers and visitors:
Following mass you are encouraged to introduce
yourself to the ushers and complete a visitor’s card.
Interested in receiving Flocknotes/Parish news? Please
use the QR code:
CFelo)

-

[=]x

Thank you for your weekly support
of Ascension Church.

Collections for Easter Triduum & Sunday:
$28,814

Please consider a gift of any amount
through FlockNotes:

For giving through Faith Direct, another
online platform:




Pilgrimage to St. Frances Cabrini (Mother Cabrini)
Shrine

Join the Ascension community as we walk together to the
St. Frances Cabrini Shrine on May 3rd. The Shrine of St.
Frances Cabrini houses the remains of Mother Cabrini, the
patron saint of immigrants. The Shrine is located in
Northern Manhattan and was designated as a sacred
pilgrimage site for the 2025 Jubilee of Hope. This means
that when you make a pilgrimage to the Shrine during the
Jubilee year, attend Mass, make your confession, pray for
the intentions of the Holy Father, and practice detachment
from sin, you will receive a plenary indulgence. We hope
you can join us on May 3rd!

Peregrinacion al Santuario de Santa Francisca Cabrini
(Madre Cabrini)

Unase a la comunidad de la Ascension mientras
caminamos juntos al Santuario de Santa Francisca Cabrini
el 3 de mayo. El Santuario de Santa Francisca Cabrini
alberga los restos de la Madre Cabrini, patrona de los
inmigrantes. El Santuario estd situado en el norte de
Manhattan y fue designado lugar sagrado de peregrinacion
para el Jubileo de la Esperanza de 2025. Esto significa que
cuando peregrinen al santuario durante el ario del jubileo,
asistan a misa, se confiesen, recen por las intenciones del
Santo Padre y practiquen el desapego al pecado, recibirdan
una indulgencia plenaria. [Acomparienos el 3 de mayo!

THREE (@ THREE (0’CLOCK)
A SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT SERIES

NEXT SUNDAY!
May 4th: “Song!”
Vocal solos from Opera, Jazz and Musicals
featuring soloists of the choir
with Preston Smith and Drew Spradlin, piano
and

May 18th
“Through the Church Year”
with
The Choir of Ascension Church
Anthems from Advent to Corpus Christi

WANTED: HISTORICAL
PICTURES/STORIES/MEMORIES
SE BUSCAN: Foros
HISTORICAS/HISTORIAS/MEMORIAS

We are putting together a 130th Anniversary
booklet and want you to share your memories of
Ascension Parish! Please submit stories and
materials to Parish Council member Robin
Klueber at rklueber@ascensionchurchnyc.org.
Let her know if you’d like to work on this memoir.
We are looking for any historical documents,
bulletins, leaflets and photographs of former
clergy, Religious Education classes, choir,
weddings, celebrations, etc.

Estamos preparando un folleto del 130
aniversario 'y queremos que compartas tus
recuerdos. Por favor envie historias y materiales
a Robin en rklueber@ascensionchurchnyc.org.
jHazme saber si te gustaria trabajar en esta
memoria con nosotros! Estamos buscando
cualquier documento historico y fotografias de
antiguos clérigos, clases de Educacion Religiosa,
coro, bodas, etc.

DEDICATE A PEW! [ DEDICAR UN BANCO!

We invite you to dedicate a pew in the name of a loved one
or friend as a thoughtful and meaningful way to support
Ascension Church, especially in honor of our 130th
anniversary in 2025. Naming a pew expresses your
commitment to Ascension today and for generations to
come. Pews may be named for a donation of $1,300. In
recognition of your commitment Ascension will install a
personalized, brass plaque at one available pew. Your gift
can be paid in several installments. Forms are available in
the parish office; the qr code can be used also. 100% of
your donation will benefit Ascension Church.

Le invitamos a dedicar un banco en nombre de un ser
querido o amigo como una manera reflexiva y significativa
de apoyar a la Iglesia de la Ascension, especialmente en
honor de nuestro 130 aniversario en 2025. Nombrar un
banco expresa su compromiso con la Ascension hoy y para
las generaciones venideras. Bancos pueden ser
nombrados por una donacion de $1,300. En
reconocimiento a su compromiso Ascension instalard una
placa de laton personalizada en un banco disponible. Su
donacion se puede pagar en varios plazos. Los
formularios estan disponibles en la oficina parroquial;
también se puede utilizar el codigo qr. EI 100% de su
donacion beneficiara a la Iglesia de la Ascension.

ASSISTING CLERGY AND STAFF
The Reverend Daniel LeBlanc, OMI
The Reverend Deacon Daniel Corniel
The Reverend Deacon Nelson Falcon
Mary Santorello, Director of Faith Formation
Preston Smith, Director of Music
Cipriano Lantigua, Minister to Homebound

221 West One Hundred Seventh Street | New York 10025

212.222.0666 | www.ascensionchurchnyc.org




