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PAsSTOR’S COLUMN
Dear Parishioners and Friends:

Today, Sunday, September 21, the Church in the
United States celebrates Catechetical Sunday. This
special observance has been part of our Catholic
tradition for nearly a century. In 1935 the Holy See
encouraged every parish to set aside one Sunday each
year to acknowledge the vital work of catechists —those
who hand on the faith to others. Since then, the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops has promoted
Catechetical Sunday as an occasion both to recognize
those who serve in this ministry and to reflect as a
parish on the central importance of catechesis.

This year’s theme is “Always be ready to give an
explanation...for a reason for your hope” (1 Peter
3:15). Taken from St. Peter’s exhortation, this theme
calls us to a readiness that is both intellectual and
pastoral: to know the foundations of our faith well
enough to explain them, and to live them so that our
words spring from authentic hope. Catechesis equips
people not merely with facts but with the scriptures,
doctrine, sacramental practice, and lived experience
that together give a reasoned, compassionate answer
when someone asks why we hope. It also reminds us
to offer that explanation with gentleness and
reverence—witnessing to a faith that is intelligible,
attractive, and anchored in prayer and charity.

Here at Ascension, like in most parishes, our
catechetical program is a vital part of parish life.
Through religious education classes, sacramental
preparation, youth ministry, adult formation, and OCIA,
we seek to form disciples who both understand the faith
and live it. This work cannot be done by priests alone;
it depends on the dedication of lay catechists who give
their time, energy, and heart to teach and accompany
others. Their role is a real vocation—a blend of teacher,
mentor, and witness—and our parish is deeply blessed
by their service.

Today at the 11:00 AM Mass, we will recognize and
bless all those who serve as catechists in our parish.
That blessing honors their ministry, and it also reminds
every one of us that catechesis is the responsibility of
the whole community. Parents are the first teachers of
the faith to their children; every baptized Christian is
called to give witness by word and example. In this way,
the parish itself becomes a school of faith where
children and adults alike learn to recognize and share
the hope we have in Christ.

Today in a special way, | invite you to pray for our
catechists and for all who are being formed in the faith.
Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for each of us to
renew our commitment to know Christ more deeply and
to give a clear, loving reason for the hope that lives
within us.

Finally, | also urge you to remember in prayer the
people of Palestine and Gaza, and the people of
Ukraine, who continue to suffer amid violence and

unrest. In these troubled times, let us pray fervently for
unity and peace—not only abroad but also within our
own nation, where these precious gifts often seem in
short supply. May our witness as Christians be one of
hope, reconciliation, and the deep desire for God’s
peace to reign everywhere.

Peace, Father Kearney

LA COLUMNA DEL PASTOR
Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Hoy, domingo 21 de septiembre, la Iglesia en Estados
Unidos celebra el Domingo Catequético. Esta celebracion
especial ha formado parte de nuestra tradicién catolica
durante casi un siglo. En 1935, la Santa Sede animé a
todas las parroquias a dedicar un domingo al afio a
reconocer la vital labor de los catequistas, quienes
transmiten la fe a otros. Desde entonces, la Conferencia
de Obispos Catolicos de los Estados Unidos ha
promovido el Domingo Catequético como una ocasion
tanto para reconocer a quienes sirven en este ministerio
como para reflexionar como parroquia sobre la
importancia central de la catequesis.

El tema de este afio es «Estad siempre preparados para
dar razon de vuestra esperanza» (1 Pedro 3,15). Tomado
de la exhortacion de San Pedro, este tema nos llama a
una disposicion tanto intelectual como pastoral: a conocer
los fundamentos de nuestra fe lo suficientemente bien
como para explicarlos y vivirlos de modo que nuestras
palabras broten de una auténtica esperanza. La
catequesis equipa a las personas no solo con hechos,
sino también con las Escrituras, la doctrina, la practica
sacramental y la experiencia vivida, que juntas ofrecen
una respuesta razonada y compasiva cuando alguien
pregunta por qué tenemos esperanza.

También nos recuerda que debemos ofrecer esa
explicacion con amabilidad y reverencia, dando
testimonio de una fe inteligible, atractiva y arraigada en la
oracion y la caridad.

Aqui en Ascension, como en la mayoria de las parroquias,
nuestro programa catequético es una parte vital de la vida
parroquial. A través de clases de educacion religiosa,
preparacion sacramental, ministerio juvenil, formacion de
adultos y OCIA, buscamos formar discipulos que
comprendan la fe y la vivan. Esta labor no puede ser
realizada solo por sacerdotes; depende de la dedicacion
de catequistas laicos que dedican su tiempo, energia y
corazon a ensefar y acompafar a otros. Su rol es una
verdadera vocacion —una combinacion de maestro,
mentor y testigo— y nuestra parroquia se siente
profundamente bendecida por su servicio.

Hoy, en la misa de las 11:00 a. m., reconoceremos y
bendeciremos a todos los -catequistas de nuestra
parroquia. Esa bendicion honra su ministerio y también
nos recuerda a cada uno de nosotros que la catequesis
es responsabilidad de toda la comunidad. Los padres son
los primeros maestros de la fe para sus hijos; todo
cristiano bautizado esta llamado a dar testimonio con la
palabra y el ejemplo. De esta manera, la parroquia misma
se convierte en una escuela de fe donde nifios y adultos



aprenden a reconocer y compartir la esperanza que
tenemos en Cristo.

Hoy, de manera especial, los invito a orar por nuestros
catequistas y por todos los que se estan formando en la
fe. EI Domingo de la Catequesis es una oportunidad para
que cada uno de nosotros renueve su compromiso de
conocer a Cristo mas profundamente y de dar razon clara
y amorosa de la esperanza que nos habita.

Finalmente, también los insto a recordar en la oracién a
los pueblos de Palestina y Gaza, y a los de Ucrania, que
siguen sufriendo en medio de la violencia y los disturbios.
En estos tiempos dificiles, oremos fervientemente por la
unidad y la paz, no solo en el extranjero, sino también en
nuestra propia nacion, donde estos preciosos dones a
menudo parecen escasear. Que nuestro testimonio como
cristianos sea de esperanza, reconciliacion y el profundo
deseo de que la paz de Dios reine en todas partes.

Paz, Padre Kearney

SIGN-UP FOR PARISH GROUPS AND MINISTRIES
Inscripcién en grupos y ministerios parroquiales

It is that time of year again! Please consider getting
involved in the life of the parish. For the next couple of
weeks in September there will be sign-up sheets and
more information available on the tables as you enter
and exit the Church. Get involved!

jEs esa época del afio otra vez! Por favor, consideren
participar en la vida de la parroquia. Durante las
proximas dos semanas de septiembre habra hojas de
inscripcion y mas informacion disponible en las mesas
a la entrada y salida de la iglesia. jParticipen!

ASCENSION CULINARY INSTITUTE (ACI)
L'Institut culinaire de I'Ascension (ACI)

Calling all youth, ages 10 — 21, interested in being part
of the team at the Ascension Culinary Institute (ACI).
meeting weekly on Tuesdays from 6:30—10:30pm. To
be considered for acceptance, students please contact:
Chef Paul (212.203.8759 or aci@ascensionchurchnyc.org).
Convocatoria para todos los jovenes de entre 10y 21 afios
interesados en formar parte del equipo del Ascension
Culinary Institute (ACIl). Las reuniones se celebran
semanalmente los martes de 18:30 a 22:30. Para que se
tenga en cuenta su solicitud, los estudiantes deben
ponerse en contacto con el chef Paul (212.203.8759 o
aci@aascensionchurchnyc.org).

11am English mass with cantor & organ, with
Blessing of Catechists — Fr. Kearney

12:30pm Misa en Espafiol — Padre Ricardo

2pm English baptism

4:30-5:30pm  Lector training with Andrea Gilbert (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz — Fr. Kearney

Monday, lunes

09/22

Noon English communion service

7pm Misa en Espanol — Fr. Kearney

Tuesday, martes

09/23

10am Funeral — Fr. Kearney

Noon English mass — Fr. Kearney

6pm Rosary (Church)

6:30pm Ascension Culinary Institute (Center)
Memorabilia Committee (Library)

7pm Misa en Esparol — Fr. LeBlanc
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA
(Dining Room)

Wednesday, miércoles

09/24

12noon English communion service

6pm Men’s Group (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol — Fr. LeBlanc

Thursday, jueves

09/25

12noon English mass — Fr. LeBlanc

7pm Misa en Espariol — Fr. Kearney

7:45pm Spanish Curcillistas and Emaus groups
(Church and Center)

Friday, viernes

09/26

12noon English communion service
Adoration/Adoracién in Church - all day

3-6pm Pantry setup (Center)

6pm Orientation Meeting for all Spanish group
leaders (Dining Room)

7pm Misa en Esparol — Fr. LeBlanc

7:45pm Spanish Sacred Heart of Jesus group
(Church)

Saturday, sabado

09/27

10am-5pm St. Vincent de Paul Walk for the Poor

12-3pm Welcome Table meal ministry (Center)

2pm Wedding — Fr. Kearney, officiant

4-5pm Confessions — Fr. LeBlanc

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ — Fr.

Kearney

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario
Saturday, sabado

09/20

4-5pm Confessions — Fr. LeBlanc

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ — Fr.
Hotop

Sunday, domingo

09/21

9:30am Misa en Espafiol — Padre Ricardo

10:15am Cantor rehearsal (Choir room)

MASS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

09/20

5:30pm Mayaya Peralta, Julio Alfredo Peralta vy
demas familiars, Ana Luisa Garcia, Lidia
Moss, Elia Gonzaga Oyorzaba (7 meses de
fallecido), Rafael Reynoso

09/21

9:30am Benditas &nimas del Purgatorio, Félix
Santana

12:30pm José Américo Javier, Rafael Reynoso

6pm Marina Rodriguez

09/22

7pm Benditas Animas del Purgatorio



09/23

7pm Benditas Animas del Purgatorio, Rafael
Reynoso

09/24

7pm Benditas Animas del Purgatorio, Elida
Mercedes Caba, Rafael Reynoso

09/25

7pm Benditas Animas del Purgatorio, Rafael
Reynoso

09/26

7pm Benditas Animas del Purgatorio, Maria Luisa
Paulino, Rafael Reynoso

09/27

5:30pm Rafael Reynoso

Catechetical Sunday is this Sunday, 21 September. At the
11am mass Fr. Kearney will give a blessing to all the teachers
for the coming year.

Ascension Choir resumes 5 October. This is for English-
speaking singers, high schoolers through adults. Contact:
psmith@ascensionchurchnyc.orqg / 646.369.3479

READINGS Lecturas

25" Sunday in Ordinary Time Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-
13 or 16:10-13

Monday Ezr 1:1-6/Lk 8:16-18

Tuesday [Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest] Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-
20/Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9/Lk 9:1-6

Thursday Hg 1:1-8/Lk 9:7-9

Friday [Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs] Hg 2:1-9/Lk
9:18-22

Saturday [Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest] Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Lk
9:43b-45

All are welcome. Newcomers and visitors, following mass
you are encouraged to introduce yourself to the ushers and
complete a visitor's card. Interested in receiving
Flocknotes/Parish news?

Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los recién llegados y
visitantes a que, tras la misa, se presenten a los ujieres y
rellenen una tarjeta de visitante. ;Le interesa recibir
Flocknotes/noticias de la parroquia?
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Thank you for your weekly support of Ascension. Last
week’s collections: $6,822 (General); $3,237 (Gaza). Please
consider a gift of any amount through:

Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension. Colectas de la
semana pasada: $6,822; $3,237 (Gaza). Por favor, considere
hacer una donacién de cualquier cantidad a través de:

Flocknotes Faith Direct
EamE ERRHE

LOOKING AHEAD. . .

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN TO ATTEND
FALL CONCERT SERIES
“THREE SUNDAYS AT 3 O'CLOCK”

2 NOVEMBER — ALL SOULS DAY

GABRIEL FAURE’S
REQUIEM MASS IN D MINOR

SUNG BY ASCENSION CHOIR AND SOLOISTS

PRESTON SMITH, CONDUCTOR
WITH

MICHAEL HEY, GUEST ORGANIST

7 DECEMBER — ADVENT Il

MEDIEVAL, RENAISSANCE AND
CONTEMPORARY SACRED Music
SUNG BY ANGELICA WOMEN’S CHAMBER CHOIR

(WWW.ANGELICAWOMENSCHAMBERCHOIR.ORG)
DR. MARIE CARUSO, CONDUCTOR

The Thomas Merton Society chapter on Sunday, 27"
September, will host its 25th Anniversary
presentation, Peacemakers, Prophets, Friends:
Thomas Merton & Robert Lax. Corpus Christi Church, 529
West 121 St., 2—4pm. Admission is free. Please Pre-register.
More info: (212) 666-9350 or info @thomasmertonnyc.org.

La seccion de la Sociedad Thomas Merton celebrara el
domingo 27 de septiembre su presentacion del 25.°
aniversario, titulada «Pacificadores, profetas, amigos:
Thomas Merton y Robert Lax». Iglesia Corpus Christi, 529
West 121 Street, Manhattan. De 14:00 a 16:00. La entrada es
gratuita. Se ruega inscribirse previamente. Para méas
informacion: (212) 666-9350 o info@thomasmertonnyc.org.

14 DECEMBER — ADVENT I

DANIEL PINKHAM’S
CHRISTMAS CANTATA
WITH
ANTHEMS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
(PLUS CONGREGATIONAL CAROLS)

SUNG BY ASCENSION CHOIR
WITH

JASON ROBERTS, GUEST ORGANIST
AND
BRASS QUARTET

FREE ADMISSION TO THE CONCERT SERIES
(DONATIONS APPRECIATED AT THE DOOR)




