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PASTOR’S COLUMN La Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

This Sunday brings a bit of a surprise in the Church’s
calendar. Instead of continuing the normal sequence of
readings for the Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time, we pause to celebrate a special feast: the
Dedication of the Basilica of St. John Lateran in
Rome. Because this feast belongs to the whole Church
and not to one particular country or saint, it takes
precedence over an ordinary Sunday. It’s worth taking
a moment to understand what exactly we are
celebrating, and why it matters even to us, so many
miles away from Rome.

St. John Lateran is the cathedral church of the Diocese
of Rome — the Pope’s own cathedral. Many people
think of St. Peter’s Basilica as the Pope’s main church,
but that’s not the case. St. John Lateran is actually older
than St. Peter’'s. The Lateran Basilica is the oldest in
all of Christendom, thus it holds a unique place in
Christian history. It was built in the early fourth century,
soon after Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity,
and was consecrated around the year 324. For nearly
a thousand years, the Popes lived and governed the
Church from the Lateran complex, long before the
Vatican became their residence.

The basilica’s full title is quite a mouthful: the
Archbasilica of the Most Holy Savior and of Saints John
the Baptist and John the Evangelist at the Lateran. The
name “Lateran” comes from the Roman family who
once owned the land. Inscribed on its facade are the
words: “Mother and head of all the churches of the city
and the world.” This inscription reminds us that the
Lateran Basilica is more than just a historic building —
it symbolizes the unity of the entire Catholic Church
throughout the world.

Ordinarily, Sundays are the high point of the week and
take precedence over most feast days. But there are a
few exceptions, and this is one of them. Because the
Lateran Basilica is the Pope’s cathedral, its dedication
is celebrated as a feast of the entire universal Church.
By honoring that sacred building, we express our unity
with the Holy Father and with Catholics everywhere.
The Church building is a visible sign of what we are
meant to be spiritually — a dwelling place for God’s
Spirit, built not of stone but of living members joined
together in faith and charity.

It's quite rare that two major feasts interrupt the cycle of
Ordinary Time two weekends in a row. Last Sunday we
observed All Souls Day, remembering all who have
died and now await the fullness of resurrection life. This
weekend we turn our attention to the Mother Church of
Christendom, a visible reminder of the unity and
continuity of our faith across the centuries. These two
feasts complement each other beautifully: one draws
our gaze toward heaven, the other grounds us in the
enduring life of the Church here on earth.

As we return next week to the rhythm of Ordinary Time,
I hope this feast renews our love for the Church — not
only for her historic buildings, but for the living temple
that God is building in us.

| write this letter to you from Rome — here in this eternal
city, celebrating the Jubilee Year of Hope. Twenty one
parishioners, along with Deacon Nelson and myself,
have been remembering each of you and your
intentions in our daily Mass intentions. Please pray for
us!

Peace, Father Kearney

Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Este domingo nos trae una sorpresa en el calendario
litargico. En lugar de continuar con la secuencia
habitual de lecturas del Trigésimo Segundo Domingo
del Tiempo Ordinario, hacemos una pausa para
celebrar una fiesta especial: la Dedicacion de la
Basilica de San Juan de Letran en Roma. Dado que
esta fiesta pertenece a toda la Iglesia y no a un pais o
santo en particular, tiene precedencia sobre un
domingo ordinario. Vale la pena detenerse un momento
a comprender qué celebramos exactamente y por qué
es importante incluso para nosotros, tan lejos de Roma.
San Juan de Letran es la catedral de la Diécesis de
Roma, la catedral del Papa. Muchos creen que la
Basilica de San Pedro es la iglesia principal del Papa,
pero no es asi. San Juan de Letran es, de hecho, mas
antigua que San Pedro. La Basilica de Letran es la mas
antigua de toda la cristiandad, por lo que ocupa un
lugar unico en la historia cristiana. Fue construida a
principios del siglo 1V, poco después de que el
emperador Constantino legalizara el cristianismo, y
consagrada alrededor del afio 324. Durante casi mil
anos, los papas vivieron y gobernaron la Iglesia desde
el complejo de Letran, mucho antes de que el Vaticano
se convirtiera en su residencia. EI nombre completo de
la basilica es bastante extenso: Archibasilica del
Santisimo Salvador y de los Santos Juan Bautista y
Juan Evangelista de Letran. El nombre «Letran»
proviene de la familia romana que una vez fue
propietaria del terreno. En su fachada estan inscritas
las palabras: «Madre y cabeza de todas las iglesias de
la ciudad y del mundo». Esta inscripcion nos recuerda
que la Basilica de Letran es mas que un simple edificio
histérico: simboliza la unidad de toda la Iglesia catolica
en el mundo.

Normalmente, los domingos son el dia mas importante
de la semana y tienen prioridad sobre la mayoria de las
festividades. Pero hay algunas excepciones, y esta es
una de ellas. Dado que la Basilica de Letran es la
catedral del Papa, su consagraciéon se celebra como
fiesta de toda la Iglesia universal. Al honrar este edificio
sagrado, expresamos nuestra unidad con el Santo
Padre y con los catdlicos de todo el mundo. El templo
es un signo visible de nuestra identidad espiritual:
morada del Espiritu de Dios, construida no de piedra,



sino de fieles unidos en la fe y la caridad. Es muy raro
que dos fiestas importantes interrumpan el ciclo del
Tiempo Ordinario durante dos fines de semana
consecutivos. El domingo pasado conmemoramos el
Dia de los Fieles Difuntos, recordando a todos los que
han fallecido y ahora esperan la plenitud de la vida de
resurreccion. Este fin de semana dirigimos nuestra
atencion a la Iglesia Madre de la Cristiandad, un
recordatorio visible de la unidad y la continuidad de
nuestra fe a lo largo de los siglos. Estas dos fiestas se
complementan maravillosamente: una nos invita a
mirar al cielo, la otra nos arraiga en la vida perdurable
de la Iglesia aqui en la tierra. Al refomar la préxima
semana el ritmo del Tiempo Ordinario, espero que esta
fiesta renueve nuestro amor por la Iglesia, no solo por
sus edificios histéricos, sino también por el templo vivo
que Dios esta construyendo en nosotros. Les escribo
esta carta desde Roma, aqui en esta ciudad eterna,
celebrando el Ano Jubilar de la Esperanza. Veintiun
feligreses, junto con el diacono Nelson y yo, los hemos
tenido presentes a cada uno de ustedes y sus
intenciones en las intenciones de la Misa diaria. jLes
pido que oren por nosotros!

Paz, Padre Kearney

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario
Saturday, sabado

11.08
4-5pm Confessions
5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ

Sunday, domingo (All Souls)
11.09
9:30-10:45am Choir rehearsal (Choir room)

9:30am Misa en Espariol

9:30-10:30am Religious Ed classes (Church library and
School cafeteria)

11am English mass with choir and organ

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

2pm Baptism

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education (School Cafeteria)

6pm English mass with jazz

Monday, lunes

11.10

12noon English communion service

7pm Misa en Espanol

Tuesday, martes

11.11

Veteran’s Day — Office closed

9am Mass (Bilingual)

Wednesday, miércoles

11.12

12noon English communion service

6pm Men’s Group (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

Thursday, jueves

11.13

12noon English mass

7pm Misa en Espanol

7:45pm Spanish Curcillistas group (Dining room)

Friday, viernes

11.14

Rome Pilgrimage Return

12noon English communion service
Adoration/Adoracién in Church - all day

7pm Misa en Espanol

Saturday, sabado

11.15

9am-2pm Saint Vincent de Paul (Center)

11am Baptism

4-5pm Confessions

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ

7pm Cabrini Movie (Church)

Sunday, domingo

11.16

9:30am Misa en Espanol

9:30-10:30am Religious Ed classes (Church library and

School cafeteria)

11am English mass with choir and organ

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

2pm Baptism

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education (School Cafeteria)

6pm English mass with jazz — Fr. Hotop

MASS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

11.08

5:30pm Tinin Olive, Felipe Feliciano Villa, Fritz
Carner Smith, Jr.

11.09

9:30am Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Elpidio

Guzman, Melania Tavera, Maria Teresa
Viteri, Francisco Pérez Santiago, Braulio
Pazmilio Pazmilio, Florencio Rodriguez,
Felipe Feliciano Vila, Kathry Caceres, Accion
de gracias Justo Juez

11am Adela Kryzgowska, Fritz Carner Smith, Jr.

12:30pm Rafael Humberto Reynoso, Flora Heres,
Sebastian Heres

6pm Gladis Nagi Colon Pabon, Isabelle Colon
Pabon, Sarah Lee Pinder

11.10

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Rodney
Santos, Libre Santos, Norma Rivera, Felipe
Feliciano Vila

11.11

9am Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Marcelino
Erasmo Cruz, Eugenia Alonzo

11.12

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Accion de
gracias a la Virgen de Guadalupe y Paz en
el mundo

11.13

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Altagracia

Ramirez, Carlos Reyes



11.14

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Maria
Patricia Angarita Pulido

11.15

5:30pm Rafael Mejia

THIS WEEK’S READINGS Las lecturas de esta semana

THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA Feast Ez
47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 3:9¢-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22

Monday [Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church
Memorial] Wis 1:1-7/Lk 17:1-6

Tuesday [Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop Memorial] Wis 2:23—
3:9/Lk 17:7-10

Wednesday [Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr Memorial]
Wis 6:1-11/Lk 17:11-19

Thursday [USA: Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin
Memorial] Wis 7:22b—8:1/Lk 17:20-25

Friday Wis 13:1-9/Lk 17:26-37 (495)

Saturday [Saint Albert the Great, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church; BVM] Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Lk 18:1-8

Thank you for your weekly support of Ascension. Last
week’s collections: $4,911 (General); $627 (All Saints’ Day).
Please consider a gift of any amount through:

Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension. Colectas de la
semana pasada: 4911 $ (general); 627 $ (Dia de Todos los
Santos). Por favor, considere hacer una donacion de
cualquier importe a través de:

Flocknotes

Faith Direct
[ o]

o

FALL 2025 MusIC SERIES
CONTINUES...

“THREE SUNDAYS AT 3 O'CLOCK”

All are welcome. Newcomers and visitors, following mass
you are encouraged to introduce yourself to the ushers and
complete a visitor's card. Interested in receiving
Flocknotes/Parish news?

Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los recién llegados y
visitantes a que, tras la misa, se presenten a los ujieres y
rellenen una tarjeta de visitante. ;Le interesa recibir
Flocknotes/noticias de la parroquia?

EFAE

4
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7 DECEMBER — ADVENT I

MEDIEVAL, RENAISSANCE AND
CONTEMPORARY SACRED Music
SUNG BY ANGELICA WOMEN’S CHAMBER CHOIR

(WWW.ANGELICAWOMENSCHAMBERCHOIR.ORG)
DR. MARIE CARUSO, CONDUCTOR

Iglesia de la Ascension
Presentacion de la Pelicula

Cabrini
(en espanol)

Sabado, Noviembre 15
@ 7:00 pm

en laiglesia

Esta pelicula relata la vida de la
Madre Cabrini, santa de los inmigrantes.

Esta presentacion es gratis y abierta a todos.

Church of the Ascension, 221 W. 107" Street, NY, NY 10025
212.222.0666

14 DECEMBER — ADVENT lII

DANIEL PINKHAM’S
CHRISTMAS CANTATA
(PLUS ANTHEMS AND CAROLS)

SUNG BY ASCENSION CHOIR
WITH
JASON ROBERTS, GUEST ORGANIST
(DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH)

(FREE ADMISSION TO ALL PERFORMANCES)

THANK YOU FROM PRESTON SMITH AND CHOIR
TO ALL WHO ATTENDED THE NOVEMBER 2"° CONCERT




