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PASTOR’S COLUMN La Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

This weekend we observe the annual World Day of the
Poor — a day of particular significance in the life of our
Church and our community. Allow me to offer a brief
history of this observance, why we celebrate it, this
year’s theme, and its relevance for each one of us.

This special day was first established by Pope Francis
in his Apostolic Letter Misericordia et Miseria, issued at
the close of the Jubilee of Mercy in November 2016.
The first World Day of the Poor was celebrated on
Sunday, November 19, 2017, with the theme “Let us
love, not with words but with deeds”. Since then it has
been celebrated each year on the 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar. The intention
of the day is to provoke reflection, solidarity, and action
in response to the reality of poverty in all its dimensions.

We commemorate this day because the Gospel of
Jesus places the poor at the heart of God’s care. As
Pope Francis wrote, the poor call us beyond our
comforts: “to draw near to the poor, to encounter them,
to meet their gaze, to embrace them, and to let them
feel the warmth of love that breaks through their
solitude.” Poverty is not simply the absence of material
goods, but often isolation, neglect, marginalization, and
the loss of hope. The Church asks us not merely to give
charity, but to become companions in hope, bearers of
dignity, and promoters of justice.

For 2025, the theme of the World Day of the Poor is
“You are my hope” (Psalm 71:5). In his message,
Pope Leo XIV writes that the poor “can be witnesses to
a strong and steadfast hope, precisely because they
embody it in the midst of uncertainty, poverty, instability
and marginalization.” = The theme invites us to
recognize that the one who is poor is not simply an
object of our assistance but a subject of hope: even in
hardship, they teach us something profound about trust
in God. The Pope reminds us that true hope rests in
God, not in wealth or security, and that the Church is
called to respond with charity grounded in justice and
rooted in accompaniment.

We might ask: “Why should this day matter to me?”
Because poverty affects more than the visibly poor
among us — it touches each one of us whenever we
forget our solidarity, whenever we let our conscience
become hardened, or whenever we ignore the cry of
our neighbour. Celebrating this Day calls us to
remember that we are part of one Body of Christ: when
one suffers, we all suffer; when one hopes, we all hope.

This year’s theme calls us beyond occasional
generosity into a sustained posture of discipleship. If
“‘you are my hope” addresses the poor, it also

challenges us: Am | a source of hope? Do | see the face
of Christ in the least of my brothers and sisters? Can
our parish community become a sign that hope is alive
here — a place where the marginalized find welcome,
friendship and dignity?

Finally, in a time of uncertainty in our world —
economic, social, environmental — the Gospel calls us
to anchor our lives not in fleeting things but in the living
God, who holds all things in love. The poor remind us
of what matters most.

As we celebrate this World Day of the Poor, we are
invited to pray for the poor and marginalized in our
parish, city and world, to seek opportunities to reach out
in concrete ways — with time, with kindness, with
solidarity, to reflect on how our parish might live this
theme beyond one day, embodying hope in our very
manner of being.

May the Lord bless our efforts, make us a visible sign
of hope to each other, and help us all to live more fully
as companions of the poor.

Let us continue to pray for peace.

Peace, Father Kearney

Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Este fin de semana conmemoramos la Jornada
Mundial de los Pobres, un dia de especial significado
para nuestra Iglesia y nuestra comunidad. Permitanme
ofrecerles una breve resefia historica de esta
celebracion, el motivo de su conmemoracion, el lema
de este afo y su relevancia para cada uno de nosotros.

Esta jornada especial fue instituida por el Papa
Francisco en su Carta Apostolica Misericordia et
Miseria, publicada al finalizar el Jubileo de la
Misericordia en noviembre de 2016. La primera
Jornada Mundial de los Pobres se celebré el domingo
19 de noviembre de 2017, con el lema «Amemos, no
de palabra, sino con obras». Desde entonces, se
celebra cada afio el XXXIlII Domingo del Tiempo
Ordinario en el calendario litargico. El propdsito de este
dia es suscitar la reflexion, la solidaridad y la accion
ante la realidad de la pobreza en todas sus
dimensiones.

Conmemoramos este dia porque el Evangelio de Jesus
sitta a los pobres en el centro del cuidado de Dios.
Como escribié el Papa Francisco, los pobres nos
llaman mas alla de nuestras comodidades: ‘“a
acercarnos a los pobres, a encontrarlos, a sostener su
mirada, a abrazarlos y a hacerles sentir el calor del
amor que rompe Ssu soledad”. La pobreza no es
simplemente la ausencia de bienes materiales, sino a
menudo aislamiento, abandono, marginacion y pérdida
de la esperanza. La Iglesia nos pide no solo que demos
caridad, sino que seamos comparneros de esperanza,
portadores de dignidad y promotores de la justicia.



Para 2025, el tema de la Jornada Mundial de los
Pobres es “Tu eres mi esperanza” (Salmo 71,5). En su
mensaje, el Papa Lebén XIV escribe que los pobres
‘pueden ser testigos de una esperanza firme y
constante, precisamente porque la encarnan en medio
de la incertidumbre, la pobreza, la inestabilidad y la
marginacion”. Este tema nos invita a reconocer que
quien es pobre no es simplemente un objeto de nuestra
ayuda, sino un sujeto de esperanza: incluso en la
adversidad, nos ensena algo profundo sobre la
confianza en Dios. El Papa nos recuerda que la
verdadera esperanza reside en Dios, no en la riqueza
ni en la seguridad, y que la Iglesia esta llamada a
responder con una caridad fundamentada en la justicia
y arraigada en el acomparnamiento.

Podriamos  preguntarnos: ";Por qué deberia
importarme este dia?". Porque la pobreza afecta a mas
personas que a quienes la padecen visiblemente; nos
toca a cada uno de nosotros cuando olvidamos nuestra
solidaridad, cuando dejamos que nuestra conciencia se
endurezca o cuando ignoramos el clamor de nuestro
préjimo. Celebrar este dia nos invita a recordar que
somos parte de un solo Cuerpo de Cristo: cuando uno
sufre, todos sufrimos; cuando uno tiene esperanza,
todos tenemos esperanza.

El tema de este afio nos llama a ir mas alla de la
generosidad ocasional y a adoptar una actitud
constante de discipulado. Si "ti eres mi esperanza" se
dirige a los pobres, también nos interpela: ;Soy yo una
fuente de esperanza? ;Veo el rostro de Cristo en los
mas necesitados? ;Puede nuestra comunidad
parroquial convertirse en un signo de que la esperanza
esta viva aqui, un lugar donde los marginados
encuentren acogida, amistad y dignidad?

Finalmente, en tiempos de incertidumbre en nuestro
mundo —econdmica, social y ambiental— el Evangelio
nos llama a arraigar nuestras vidas no en lo pasajero,
sino en el Dios vivo, que lo sostiene todo con amor. Los
pobres nos recuerdan lo que realmente importa.

Al celebrar esta Jornada Mundial de los Pobres, se nos
invita a orar por los pobres y marginados de nuestra
parroquia, ciudad y del mundo, a buscar oportunidades
para tenderles la mano de forma concreta —con
tiempo, con bondad, con solidaridad—, a reflexionar
sobre como nuestra parroquia puede vivir este tema
mas alla de un solo dia, encarnando la esperanza en
nuestra propia forma de ser.

Que el Seror bendiga nuestros esfuerzos, nos haga un
signo visible de esperanza los unos para los otros y nos
ayude a vivir mas plenamente como comparieros de los
pobres.

Sigamos orando por la paz.
Paz, Padre Kearney

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario
Saturday, sabado

11.15

4-5pm Confessions

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ
7pm Screening of Cabrini film in Spanish

Sunday, domingo (33rd Sun in Ord Time)
11.16
9:25-10:45am Choir rehearsal (Choir room and Parish

center)

9:30am Misa en Espariol

9:30-10:30am Religious Ed classes (Church library and
School cafeteria)

11am English mass with choir and organ

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

2pm Baptism

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education (School cafeteria)

6pm English mass with jazz

Monday, lunes

11.17

12noon English communion service

7pm Misa en Espanol

Tuesday, martes

11.18

12noon English mass

7pm Misa en Espanol

Wednesday, miércoles

11.19

12noon English communion service

6pm Men’s Group (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

Thursday, jueves

11.20

12noon English mass

7pm Misa en Espanol

7:45pm Spanish Curcillistas group (Dining room)

Friday, viernes

11.21

12noon English communion service
Adoration/Adoracién in Church - all day

1-6pm Food Pantry preparation (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

Saturday, sabado

11.22

10am-4pm Food Pantry distribution (Center)

4-5pm Confessions

5-10pm Emaus Group (Center)

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ

7pm Cabrini Movie (Church)

Sunday, domingo (Christ the King)

11.23

9:25-10:45am Choir rehearsal (Choir room and Parish
center)

9:30am Misa en Espariol

9:30-10:30am Religious Ed classes (Church library and
School cafeteria)

11am English mass with choir and organ (Church)

“Wonder and Worship” (Center)



11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education (School cafeteria)

6pm English mass with jazz

rellenen una tarjeta de visitante. ;Le interesa recibir
Flocknotes/noticias de la parroquia?
EFME
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MASS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

11.15

5:30pm Rafael Mejia, Antonio Gonzalez Barrado

11.16

9:30am Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Melania
Taveras, Tranquilo de JesUs Rojas

11.17

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Rafaela
Fracisca Castilla, José Pérez Jr., Fiordaliza
Alvarez, Ana Felicia Alvarez, Ramon
Alvarez, Irven Corlado, Estela Corlado,
Mario Corlado

11.18

12pm Thanksgiving for birthday and anniversary
Ella Bacus and Jason Reu

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Angelina
Rodriguez, Evelyn Pichardo

11.19

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, José Luis
Marie, Freddy Marte, Luis Rafael Pefa
Valdez, Humberto Anderson Valdez

11.20

12pm In Thanksgiving for birthday and anniversary
Ella Bacus and Jason Reu

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Accion de
gracias a Dios, Accién de gracias para
Joyce Monplaisir

11.21

7pm Benditas animas del Purgatorio, Fauty
Ramoén Rodriguez, José Américo Javier,
Sarah Meléndez Cruz por su salud

11.22

5:30pm Rafael Mejia

Thank you for your weekly support of Ascension. Please
consider a gift of any amount through:
Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension. Por favor,
considere hacer una donacién de cualquier importe a través
de:
Faith Direct

I

FALL 2025 MusIC SERIES
CONTINUES...

“THREE SUNDAYS AT 3 O'CLOCK”

7 DECEMBER — ADVENT I

MEDIEVAL, RENAISSANCE AND
CONTEMPORARY SACRED Music
SUNG BY ANGELICA WOMEN’S CHAMBER CHOIR

(WWW.ANGELICAWOMENSCHAMBERCHOIR.ORG)
DR. MARIE CARUSO, CONDUCTOR

THIS WEEK’S READINGS Las lecturas de esta semana
33" Sun in Ord Time Mal 3:19-20a/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 21:5-
19

Monday [Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious Memorial]
1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Lk 18:35-43

Tuesday [The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter
and Paul, Apostles; USA: Saint Rose Philippine
Duchesne, Virgin] 2 Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1-10 or, for the
Optional Memorial of the Dedication, Acts 28:11-16, 30-31/Mt
14:22-33

Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Lk 19:11-28

Thursday 1 Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44

Friday [The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Memorial] 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk 19:45-48

Saturday [Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr Memorial] 1 Mc
6:1-13/Lk 20:27-40

14 DECEMBER — ADVENT lII

DANIEL PINKHAM’S
CHRISTMAS CANTATA
(PLUS ANTHEMS AND CAROLS)

SUNG BY ASCENSION CHOIR
WITH
JASON ROBERTS, GUEST ORGANIST
(DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH)

All are welcome. Newcomers and visitors, following mass
you are encouraged to introduce yourself to the ushers and
complete a visitor's card. Interested in receiving
Flocknotes/Parish news?

Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los recién llegados y
visitantes a que, tras la misa, se presenten a los ujieres y

(FREE ADMISSION TO ALL PERFORMANCES)




