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PASTOR’S COLUMN La Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Ascension:

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord, yet another important day on the liturgical
calendar. This feast commemorates the event in the life
of Jesus when He was baptized by John the Baptist in
the Jordan River. It marks the beginning of Jesus’
public ministry and reveals His identity as the beloved
Son of God. The heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him like a dove, while the voice of the
Father declared, “This is my beloved Son, with whom |
am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). This powerful
moment invites us to reflect on our own baptism, when
we were claimed for Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit
to live as His disciples.

This feast also signifies the end of the Christmas
Season. While the birth of Christ at Christmas fills our
hearts with joy, the Baptism of the Lord reminds us of
the mission which continues. Jesus’ baptism is the
bridge between the mystery of His birth and His active
ministry in the world. As we transition into Ordinary
Time, we are called to carry the light of Christ into our
daily lives, proclaiming His love and truth through our
words and actions.

Looking ahead, we invite you to join us in a special
celebration next Sunday, January 18th, as we honor
Our Lady of Altagracia, the protectress of the
Dominican Republic. This devotion began in the 16th
century, when the image of Our Lady of Altagracia was
brought to the island of Hispaniola by Spanish settlers.
Her image, depicting the Virgin Mary tenderly gazing at
the Christ Child, has become a symbol of faith,
protection, and maternal love for the Dominican people
and beyond.

The origins of this devotion are steeped in a rich history
of miracles and heartfelt prayer. Tradition tells of a
young girl who requested an image of the Virgin of
Altagracia from her father. After a fruitless search, the
image miraculously appeared, fulfilling her desire and
becoming a source of inspiration for countless faithful.
Since then, Our Lady of Altagracia has been a beacon
of hope, interceding for her children in times of need
and drawing them closer to her Son.

Our parish celebration of Our Lady of Altagracia will
take place at the 12:30 PM Mass, next Sunday, January
19th, followed by a meal in the church center. This is an
opportunity to gather as a community, honor Mary and
embrace the rich cultural heritage that she represents.
We invite all to join us in this special event, and to share
in the joy and blessings of the day.

As we journey forward from the Christmas Season into
the ordinary moments of life, let us carry with us the
extraordinary grace of our baptism and the abiding
presence of Christ. May Our Lady of Altagracia
continue to guide and protect us, leading us ever closer
to her Son.

In the meantime, we continue to pray for all those living
in areas of war and conflict!

Peace, Father Kearney

Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Hoy celebramos la Fiesta del Bautismo del Sefior, otro
dia importante en el calendario litargico. Esta fiesta
conmemora el acontecimiento en la vida de Jesus
cuando fue bautizado por Juan el Bautista en el rio
Jordan. Marca el comienzo del ministerio publico de
Jesus y revela su identidad como el Hijo amado de
Dios. Los cielos se abrieron y el Espiritu Santo
descendi6 sobre El como una paloma, mientras la voz
del Padre declaraba: «Este es mi Hijo amado, en quien
tengo mis complacencias» (Mateo 3:17). Este
momento trascendental nos invita a reflexionar sobre
nuestro propio bautismo, cuando fuimos consagrados
a Cristo y llenos del Espiritu Santo para vivir como sus
discipulos.

Esta fiesta también marca el final del Tiempo de
Navidad. Si bien el nacimiento de Cristo en Navidad
llena nuestros corazones de alegria, el Bautismo del
Sefior nos recuerda la misibn que continta. El
bautismo de JesUs es el puente entre el misterio de su
nacimiento y su ministerio activo en el mundo. Al
comenzar el Tiempo Ordinario, estamos llamados a
llevar la luz de Cristo a nuestra vida diaria,
proclamando su amor y verdad a través de nuestras
palabras y acciones.

De cara al futuro, los invitamos a unirse a nosotros en
una celebracidén especial el préximo domingo, 18 de
enero, para honrar a Nuestra Senora de la Altagracia,
patrona de la Republica Dominicana. Esta devocion
comenzo en el siglo XVI, cuando la imagen de Nuestra
Sefiora de la Altagracia fue traida a la isla de La
Espafola por colonos espafioles. Su imagen, que
representa a la Virgen Maria mirando con ternura al
Nifo Jesus, se ha convertido en un simbolo de fe,
proteccién y amor maternal para el pueblo dominicano
y mas alla.

Los origenes de esta devocidn estan impregnados de
una rica historia de milagros y oraciones sinceras. La
tradicion cuenta que una joven pidié a su padre una
imagen de la Virgen de la Altagracia. Después de una
busqueda infructuosa, la imagen  aparecio
milagrosamente, cumpliendo su deseo y
convirtiéndose en fuente de inspiracibn para
innumerables fieles. Desde entonces, Nuestra Sefiora
de la Altagracia ha sido un faro de esperanza,
intercediendo por sus hijos en tiempos de necesidad y
acercandolos a su Hijo.

Nuestra celebracién parroquial de Nuestra Senora de
la Altagracia tendréa lugar en la Misa de las 12:30 p. m.,
el proximo domingo, 18 de enero, seguida de una
comida en el centro parroquial. Esta es una
oportunidad para reunirnos como comunidad, honrar a



Maria y abrazar la rica herencia cultural que ella
representa. Invitamos a todos a unirse a nosotros en
este evento especial y a compartir la alegria y las
bendiciones de este dia.

Mientras avanzamos desde la temporada navidefia
hacia los momentos cotidianos de la vida, llevemos con
nosotros la gracia extraordinaria de nuestro bautismo y
la presencia constante de Cristo. Que Nuestra Sefora
de la Altagracia continte guiandonos y protegiéndonos,
acercandonos cada vez mas a su Hijo.

Mientras tanto, seguimos orando por todos aquellos
que viven en zonas de guerra y conflicto.

Paz, Padre Kearney

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario
Sunday, domingo (Baptism of the Lord)

01.11
9:15am Misa en Espanol
9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)

9:30-10:30am Religious Education
11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)

Saturday, sabado

01.17

10am-4pm Food Pantry distribution

3pm Quinceanera mass (Church)

4-5pm Confessions

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ
7:30-9pm Vern ensemble concert-$12 (Church)
Sunday, domingo

01.18

9:15am Misa en Espariol

9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)

9:30-10:30am Religious Education
11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm A cappella Vern ensemble rehearsal (Choir
room)
English mass with jazz, followed my “Martini
Night”

7-10pm Vern ensemble rehearsal (Church)

Monday, lunes

01.12

12noon English communion service

7pm Misa en Espanol

Tuesday, martes

01.13

12noon English mass

6-10pm Culinary school (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

7-8:30pm OCIA (Dining room)
Wednesday, miércoles

01.14

12noon English communion service
6:30-8:45pm  Men’s group (Center)

7pm Misa en Esparol
Thursday, jueves

01.15

11am English mass

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

6-7:30pm Block Association (Center)
Friday, viernes

01.16

10am Adoration/Adoracién — all day (Church)
12noon English communion service
3-6pm Food Pantry setup (Center)
7pm Vern ensemble (Choir room)

Misa en Espariol

8-10pm Dress rehearsal for Vern ensemble (Church)

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz

MAssS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

Sat, 01.10

5:30pm Agripina Ramona Paulino, Rafael Mejias,
Herminia Castro

Sun, 01.11

9:15am Animas del purgatorio, Mercedes de la

Rosa, Elpidio Guzman, Jesus Chavez
11am Jan Bacus (Birthday), Rafael Humberto
Reynoso, Eve Wilson, Carmen Pagan

12:30pm Therecita Sarah Navarro, Iris L6pez, Ana de
Leodn

Mon, 01.12

7pm Animas del purgatorio, Accién de gracias
por la paz en el mundo

Tues, 01.13

12pm Deo Literaro (Birthday)

7pm Animas del Purgatorio

Wed, 01.14

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Hilaria Mauricio

Thurs, 01.15

12pm Elizabeth Chi Urias

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Agripina Ramona
Paulino Garcia

Fri, 01.16

7pm Animas del Purgatorio

READINGS FOR THE WEEK Lecturas de la semana
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts
10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11

Monday (First Week in Ordinary Time begins) 1 Sm
1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39
Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12

Saturday 1Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17




Last Sunday’s collection (Feast of the Epiphany): $5,730.
New Year’s Eve and Day (Solemnity of Mary): $1,935.

Thank you for your weekly support of Ascension. Please consider a gift of any amount
through:
Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension. Por favor, considere hacer una donacion de
cualquier importe a través de:

Flocknotes Faith Direct

All are welcome, especially newcomers and visitors. Following mass you are
encouraged to introduce yourself to the ushers and complete a visitor’s card. Interested in
receiving Flocknotes/Parish news?
Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los recién llegados y visitantes a que, tras la misa, se
presenten a los ujieres y rellenen una tarjeta de visitante. ;Le interesa recibir
Flocknotes/noticias de la parroquia?

EFHE

-

Of

UPCOMING MUSICAL OFFERING AT ASCENSION

THE VERN VOCAL ENSEMBLE

Inaugural Concert

Saturday evening, 17 January, 7:30pm in the Church.

Vern Ensemble is a brand new choral group in New York led by Max Parsons,
member of Fifth Ave Presbyterian Choir and occasional cantor at Ascension.
Dedicated to making connections between the music of the past and the
present, the first concert “Tavener & Taverner” pairs the florid music of Tudor
composer John Taverner with the 20th century Eastern Orthodox-inspired John

Tavener, along with music of their contemporaries. We hope you can join us.
($12 at the door)




