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PASTOR’S COLUMN La Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Ascension:

This weekend, our nation pauses to honor the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This annual
observance calls us not only to remember a great civil
rights leader, but to listen again to his prophetic call for
justice, peace, and the dignity of every human being.
Dr. King reminded us that “injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.” His voice rang out against
systemic racism, economic inequality, and violence;
and he called Christians to a faith that acts — a faith
that confronts evil not with indifference but with
courageous love.

This year, as we celebrate his legacy, we find ourselves
in a moment that challenges us to hear Dr. King’s words
anew.

By now, | suspect nearly all of you have seen the news
from Minneapolis, where the fatal shooting of a 37-year-
old woman by a federal Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officer during a law-enforcement
operation has shaken communities and sparked
protests across the nation. Local leaders and citizens
are demanding accountability, transparency, and a
renewed commitment to safeguarding human life and
dignity. Others are calling for peaceful demonstrations
and unity in seeking reform.

For many, this incident echoes broader concerns over
the use of force, the treatment of vulnerable
populations, and the deep fractures in our social life that
still cry out for justice — the very wounds Dr. King
sought to heal. Whether we watch the news with
sorrow, confusion, or compassion, we are called as
baptized disciples of Christ to enter into the suffering of
others with prayerful and active solidarity.

Dr. King taught that true peace is not merely the
absence of tension, but the presence of justice. He
reminded us that love must be “active, persistent, and
powerful.” In the face of tragedy and conflict —
especially when innocent lives are lost and
communities feel wounded — we are invited to lift our
eyes beyond anger or despair, and to root our response
in the Gospel’s vision of reconciliation. We pray not for
victory of one side over another, but for the victory of
justice, truth, mercy, and healing.

As a parish community this weekend, we continue to
pray for the family and loved ones of the woman whose
life was cut short. We pray for peace in Minneapolis and
in cities across our country where people are calling out
for justice and demanding to be heard. And we pray for
the conversion of hearts — for those who enforce the
law and those who advocate for reform — that all may
somehow be instruments of God’s peace.

On Dr. King’s birthday, | hope all and each will recommit
themselves to the work of justice rooted in love. | hope
each of us will be able to follow his example by walking

courageously toward our neighbors in need, listening
deeply, and acting boldly where injustice persists.
Today in our parish we will have a special celebration
at the 12:30 Mass honoring Mary, under the title of Our
Lady of Altagracia, followed by a meal in the church
center. Under this title, Mary is the protectress of the
Dominican Republic. This is an opportunity for us to
gather as a community of faith, honor Mary, and
embrace the rich cultural heritage that she represents.
We invite all to join us in this special event, and to share
in the joy and blessings of the day.

May our prayer this week, through the intercession of
Our Lady of Altagracia, be accompanied by works of
compassion, and may the Lord guide us toward unity,
healing, and the flourishing of every person’s God-
given dignity.

Peace, Father Kearney

Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Este fin de semana, nuestra nacion se detiene para
honrar la vida y el legado del Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Esta conmemoraciéon anual nos invita no solo a
recordar a un gran lider de los derechos civiles, sino
también a escuchar nuevamente su llamado profético
a la justicia, la paz y la dignidad de todo ser humano.
El Dr. King nos record6é que "la injusticia en cualquier
lugar es una amenaza para la justicia en todas partes".
Su voz resond contra el racismo sistémico, la
desigualdad econdmica y la violencia; y llamé a los
cristianos a una fe que actia, una fe que enfrenta el
mal no con indiferencia, sino con amor valiente.

Este afo, al celebrar su legado, nos encontramos en
un momento que nos desafia a escuchar las palabras
del Dr. King de nuevo.

A estas alturas, supongo que casi todos ustedes han
visto las noticias de Minneapolis, donde el fatal tiroteo
de una mujer de 37 afos por un agente federal del
Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas durante
una operacion policial ha conmocionado a las
comunidades y ha provocado protestas en todo el pais.
Los lideres locales y los ciudadanos exigen rendicion
de cuentas, transparencia y un compromiso renovado
para salvaguardar la vida y la dignidad humanas. Otros
piden manifestaciones pacificas y unidad en la
busqueda de reformas.

Para muchos, este incidente refleja preocupaciones
mas amplias sobre el uso de la fuerza, el trato a las
poblaciones vulnerables y las profundas fracturas en
nuestra vida social que aun claman por justicia, las
mismas heridas que el Dr. King busc6 sanar. Ya sea
que veamos las noticias con tristeza, confusién o
compasion, estamos Illamados, como discipulos
bautizados de Cristo, a participar en el sufrimiento de
los demés con solidaridad orante y activa.

El Dr. King ensefi6 que la verdadera paz no es
simplemente la ausencia de tension, sino la presencia



de justicia. Nos recordd que el amor debe ser "activo,
persistente y poderoso". Ante la tragedia y el conflicto,
especialmente cuando se pierden vidas inocentes y las
comunidades se sienten heridas, estamos invitados a
elevar la mirada mas alla de la ira o la desesperacion,
y a fundamentar nuestra respuesta en la visiébn de
reconciliacion del Evangelio. Oramos no por la victoria
de un bando sobre otro, sino por la victoria de la
justicia, la verdad, la misericordia y la sanacién.

Como comunidad parroquial este fin de semana,
continuamos orando por la familia y los seres queridos
de la mujer cuya vida fue truncada. Oramos por la paz
en Minneapolis y en las ciudades de todo nuestro pais
donde la gente clama por justicia y exige ser
escuchada. Y oramos por la conversion de los
corazones —por quienes hacen cumplir la ley y por
quienes abogan por la reforma— para que todos
seamos, de alguna manera, instrumentos de la paz de
Dios.

En el cumpleafios del Dr. King, espero que todos y
cada uno se comprometan nuevamente con la labor de
la justicia arraigada en el amor. Espero que cada uno
de nosotros pueda seguir su ejemplo, acercandonos
con valentia a nuestros vecinos necesitados,
escuchando con atencibn y actuando con
determinacion donde persiste la injusticia.

Hoy, en nuestra parroquia, tendremos una celebracién
especial en la Misa de las 12:30 en honor a Maria, bajo
la advocacion de Nuestra Sefora de la Altagracia,
seguida de una comida en el centro parroquial. Bajo
esta advocacion, Maria es la protectora de la Republica
Dominicana. Esta es una oportunidad para reunirnos
como comunidad de fe, honrar a Maria y abrazar la rica
herencia cultural que ella representa. Invitamos a todos
a unirse a nosotros en este evento especial y a
compartir la alegria y las bendiciones del dia.

Que nuestra oracién esta semana, por intercesion de
Nuestra Sefora de la Altagracia, esté acompanada de
obras de compasion, y que el Senor nos guie hacia la
unidad, la sanacién y el florecimiento de la dignidad
que Dios ha otorgado a cada persona.

Paz, Padre Kearney

9am Bilingual mass
Tuesday, martes

01.20

12noon English mass

6-10pm Culinary school (Center)
7pm Misa en Espanol

7-8:30pm OCIA (Dining room)
Wednesday, miércoles

01.21

12noon English communion service
6:30-8:45pm  Men’s group (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol
Thursday, jueves

01.22

11am English mass

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

7pm Misa en Espanol

7:45pm Emaus groups (Library and Church)

Crucillistas group (Dining room)
Friday, viernes

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario
Sunday, domingo (2nd Sun in Ord Time)

01.18

9:15am Misa en Espariol

9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)

11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

1:30-6pm Altagracia Celebration and Meal (Center)

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)
English mass with jazz

Monday, lunes

01.19 National Holiday (Office closed)

01.23

10am Funeral
Adoration/Adoracién — all day (Church)

12noon English communion service

7pm Misa en Espanol

Saturday, sabado

01.24

4-5pm Confessions

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ

Sunday, domingo (3rd Sun in Ord Time)

01.25

9:15am Misa en Espariol

9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)

9:30-10:30am Religious Education

11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz

MAssS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

Sat, 01.17

5:30pm Herminia Reyes, Cecilia Reyes, Cacilio
Reyes, Lazaro Reyes, Oilia Ferrera

Sun, 01.18

9:15am Animas del purgatorio, Carmen Pagan,

Accibn de gracias a la Virgen de la
Altagracia, Accion de gracia al Nifio Jesus,
Ménica Navares, Ana Margarita Garcia

11am Patricia Charles, Louis Charles

12:30pm Victoria Rodriguez, Roque Rodriguez, Luis
Rodriguez, Maria Luisa Paulino, Elida
Mercedes Paulino, Elizabeth del Carmen
Paulino, Julia Antonia Paulino, Lorrenzo
Antonio Paulino, Rosa Estela Caba, Esta
Antonia Caba, Ana Silvia Caba, Rafael
Cenice, Juan Elma Almonte, Rafael
Humberto Reynoso, Accion de gracias a San
Antonio

Mon, 01.19 (National holiday/Parish offices closed)

9am Bilingual mass



Tues, 01.20

12pm Su Yuan

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Mario Moreno Arias,
Marina Alvarez, Rosa Emilia Alvarez,
Inocencia Alvares

Wed, 01.21

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Jose Americo Javier

Thurs, 01.22

12pm Exu Literato, Elizabeth Literato, Teresa
Kuwae

7pm Animas del Purgatorio

Fri, 01.23

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Francisco Guzman,
Theofilo Guzman, Maria Guzmén

Sat, 01.24

5:30pm Pierre Cauvin, Daniel Ledn, Otilio Negro

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Lecturas de la semana

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Is 62:1-
5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11

Monday 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday (Saint Fabian, Pope and Martyr; Saint
Sebastian, Martyr Optional Memorials) 1 Sm
16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday (Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
Memorial) 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday (Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children) 1 Sm 18:6-9;
19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12

Friday (Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; Saint
Marianne Cope, Virgin Optional Memorials) 1
Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19

Saturday (Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and
Doctor Memorial) 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk
3:20-21

LAST SUNDAY’S COLLECTIONS:
Baptism of the Lord $5,774
Catholic Universities $1,238

Thank you for your weekly support of
Ascension. Please consider a gift of any
amount:

Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension.
Por favor, considere hacer una donacion de
cualquier importe a través de:

Faith Direct
ErsE

All are welcome, especially newcomers
and visitors.
Following mass you are encouraged to
introduce yourself to the ushers and
complete a visitor’s card. Interested in
receiving Flocknotes/Parish news?
Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los
recién llegados y visitantes a que, tras la
misa, se presenten a los ujieres y rellenen
una tarjeta de visitante. ;Le interesa recibir
Flocknotes/noticias de la parroquia?

OEAI0

=7

Thomas Merton Society:

On Saturday, January 31, the Corpus
Christi chapter of the International Thomas
Merton Society will present O Peace, Bless
This Mad Place: Discovering the Beatitudes
of Thomas Merton. Leading the afternoon is
Sister Kathleen Deignan, CND, Director of
the lona Spirituality Institute. At Corpus
Christi Church, 529 West 121 Street,
Manhattan. 2-4pm. Admission is free but
please pre-register: (212)666-9350
or info@thomasmertonnyc.org.

PARISH OFFICES ARE CLOSED THIS
MONDAY:

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, is a U.S. federal
holiday observed on the third Monday in
January, honoring the life and legacy of the
slain civil rights leader, a champion for racial
equality and nonviolent protest; it's also
designated as a national day of service,
encouraging community volunteering and acts
of kindness to build his “Beloved Community”.
Celebrated with marches, speeches, and
service projects, it commemorates Dr. King's
pivotal role in the Civil Rights Movement, with
the first observance in 1986 after President
Reagan signed the bill into law in 1983,
following years of campaigning.



