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PASTOR’S COLUMN La Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Ascension:

This weekend, the Archdiocese of New York officially
launches the 2026 Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship
Appeal, and we do so mindful of the realities many
people continue to face—rising costs, food insecurity,
and uncertainty for families here in our own community
and beyond. | am keenly aware that not everyone is in
the same position to give. Some can respond
generously; others may not be able to do so at this time.
Both realities are completely understood and
respected.
At the same time, we recognize that we are part of
something larger than ourselves. We belong to a
Church that reaches far beyond our parish boundaries,
and the need for support across the Archdiocese is as
urgent as ever.
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus reminds us that love
of God and love of neighbor are inseparable. Over
these past years especially, we as a parish have tried
to live that teaching in concrete ways—most visibly
through our food pantry, our outreach to migrants, and
other efforts to accompany those who are struggling.
This same spirit of generosity and sacrifice animates
much of the pastoral, charitable, and educational work
carried out throughout the Archdiocese of New York,
and that work is made possible through the Cardinal’s
Annual Stewardship Appeal.
Earlier this month, many of you received a letter from
Cardinal Dolan inviting your participation in this year’s
Appeal. | am grateful to those who have already
responded. This letter is especially significant, as it is
Cardinal Dolan’s final Appeal letter before Archbishop-
Designate Hicks officially becomes our new Archbishop
on February 6th.
The $21 million raised through this year’s Appeal will
support essential ministries and services, including:
e Financial assistance for struggling parishes
e Pastoral administration, grants, and services
e Care for retired priests and the formation of
future priests
Catholic education
e Charitable  outreach, including
Charities and prison ministry
Here at Ascension, we are asked to raise $41,000
toward this year’s Appeal. Last year, thanks to your
generosity, we exceeded our goal in pledges, and | am
confident that, working together, we can do so again.
Every family in our parish will have the opportunity to
participate. Some may be able to give generously;
others may offer a more modest gift; some may simply
pray for the success of the Appeal. All of these
responses matter. Please also know that 100% of your
gift goes directly to the ministries supported by the
Appeal and is completely separate from any expenses
related to abuse settlements or compensation.

Catholic

If you did not receive an Appeal envelope in the mail,
they are available at the back of the church. You may
also make a pledge and fulfill it over several months, if
that is helpful for your household budget. In the coming
weeks, we will speak more about the Appeal and invite
everyone to reflect prayerfully on how the Lord may be
calling you to respond.

Thank you for the many sacrifices you make each day
for our parish and for the wider Church. As always, we
continue to pray for peace —especially for those regions
of the world enduring war and violence—and for the
grace to be faithful stewards of all that God has
entrusted to us.

Peace, Father Kearney

Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Este fin de semana, la Arquididcesis de Nueva York
lanza oficialmente la Campana Anual de Mayordomia
del Cardenal 2026, y lo hacemos conscientes de las
realidades que muchas personas siguen enfrentando:
el aumento de los costos, la inseguridad alimentaria y
la incertidumbre para las familias aqui en nuestra
propia comunidad y mas alld&. Soy plenamente
consciente de que no todos estan en la misma
situacibn para dar. Algunos pueden responder
generosamente; otros quizds no puedan hacerlo en
este momento. Ambas realidades son completamente
comprendidas y respetadas.

Al mismo tiempo, reconocemos que formamos parte de
algo méas grande que nosotros mismos. Pertenecemos
a una lglesia que se extiende mucho mas alla de los
limites de nuestra parroquia, y la necesidad de apoyo
en toda la Arquidiocesis es tan urgente como siempre.
En el Evangelio de Mateo, Jesus nos recuerda que el
amor a Dios y el amor al préjimo son inseparables.
Especialmente durante estos ultimos afos, como
parroquia hemos intentado vivir esta ensefianza de
manera concreta, de forma mas visible a través de
nuestro banco de alimentos, nuestra ayuda a los
migrantes y otros esfuerzos para acompanar a quienes
estan pasando por dificultades. Este mismo espiritu de
generosidad y sacrificio anima gran parte del trabajo
pastoral, caritativo y educativo que se lleva a cabo en
toda la Arquidiécesis de Nueva York, y ese trabajo es
posible gracias a la Campana Anual de Mayordomia
del Cardenal.

A principios de este mes, muchos de ustedes
recibieron una carta del Cardenal Dolan invitandolos a
participar en la Campana de este ano. Agradezco a
quienes ya han respondido. Esta carta es
especialmente significativa, ya que es la Ultima carta de
la Campana del Cardenal Dolan antes de que el
Arzobispo electo Hicks se convierta oficialmente en
nuestro nuevo Arzobispo el 6 de febrero. Los 21
millones de doblares recaudados a través de la



Campana de este ano apoyaran ministerios y servicios
esenciales, que incluyen:

e Asistencia financiera para parroquias con dificultades
e Administracidén pastoral, subvenciones y servicios

e Cuidado de sacerdotes jubilados y formacién de
futuros sacerdotes

e Educacion catélica

e Labor caritativa, incluyendo Caridades Catodlicas y el
ministerio penitenciario

Aqui en la Parroquia de la Ascensidén, se nos pide
recaudar $41,000 para la Campana de este afio. El afio
pasado, gracias a su generosidad, superamos nuestra
meta en promesas de donacién, y confio en que,
trabajando juntos, podremos lograrlo de nuevo.

Cada familia de nuestra parroquia tendrd Ila
oportunidad de participar. Algunos podran dar
generosamente; otros podran ofrecer una donacion
mas modesta; algunos simplemente podran orar por el
éxito de la Campana. Todas estas respuestas son
importantes. Tengan en cuenta también que el 100%
de su donacion se destina directamente a los
ministerios apoyados por la Campafia y es
completamente independiente de cualquier gasto
relacionado con acuerdos 0 compensaciones por
casos de abuso.

Si no recibieron un sobre de la Campana por correo,
pueden encontrarlo en la parte trasera de la iglesia.
También pueden hacer una promesa de donacion y
cumplirla a lo largo de varios meses, si esto les resulta
mas conveniente para su economia familiar. En las
proximas semanas, hablaremos mas sobre la
Campana y los invitaremos a reflexionar en oracion
sobre como el Sefor los esta llamando a responder.
Gracias por los muchos sacrificios que hacen cada dia
por nuestra parroquia y por la Iglesia en general. Como
siempre, seguimos orando por la paz, especialmente
por aquellas regiones del mundo que sufren la guerra
y la violencia, y por la gracia de ser fieles
administradores de todo lo que Dios nos ha confiado.

Paz, Padre Kearney

7pm Misa en Espanol

8-10pm Spanish Charismatics (Center)
Tuesday, martes

01.27

12noon English mass

6-10pm Culinary school (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

7-8:30pm OCIA (Dining room)

Wednesday, miércoles

01.28

12noon English communion service
6:30-8:45pm  Men’s group (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

Thursday, jueves

01.29

11am English mass

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

7pm Misa en Espanol

7:30pm Curcillistas group (Dining room)
Friday, viernes

01.30

10am Adoration/Adoracién — all day (Church)
12noon English communion service

7pm Misa en Espanol

7:30pm Sacred Heart of Jesus group (Center)
Saturday, sabado

01.31

4-5pm Confessions

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ
Sunday, domingo (4th Sun in Ord Time)

02.01

9:15am Misa en Espanol

9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)
9:30-10:30am Religious Education (Cafeteria & Library)
11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)
11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in

Spanish (Library)

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario
Sunday, domingo (3rd Sun in Ord Time)

01.25

9:15am Misa en Espariol

9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)

9:30-10:30am NO Religious Education (Cafeteria & Library)

11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30am  NO Religious Education (Cafeteria)

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz

Monday, lunes

01.26

12noon English communion service

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education (Cafeteria & Library)

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz

7pm “Martini Night” (Center)

MASS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

Sat, 01.24

5:30pm Gloria Carrasco, Pierre Cauvin, Daniel Ledn,
Otilio Negron, Por la conversioén y liberacion
de Andrew Marmol

Sun, 01.25

9:15am Animas del purgatorio, Accién de gracias a
la Virgen de la Altagracia, Félix Santana,
José Pichardo, Lidia Pichardo, Evelyn
Pichardo, Angelina Rodriguez, Manuel
Pichardo, Gloria Carrasco

11am Victor Manuel Valentin, Shirley Ann
Kotheimer, Patti Wyss

12:30pm Aniel Garcia, Antonio Loépez, Por la
conversion y liberacién de Andrew Marmol

6pm Mary Ella Nugent

Mon, 01.26

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Helen Abreu, Rafael

Vivas, Miguel Senices, Gloria Carrasco, Por
la conversion y liberacién de Andrew Marmol



Tues, 01.27

12pm Ann Hansen and Hansen Family

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Gloria Carrasco,
Dominic Ferreira, Carmen Lopez, Lucinda
Tuya de Méndez, Francisco Méndez, Por la
conversion y liberacién de Andrew Marmol

Wed, 01.28

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Gloria Carrasco, Por
la conversion y liberacién de Andrew Marmol

Thurs, 01.29

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Gloria Carrasco,
Virgilio Gregorio Reyes

Fri, 01.30

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Virgilio Gregorio
Reyes recordando su vida, Gloria Carrasco

Sat, 01.31

5:30pm Gloria Carrasco

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Lecturas de la semana

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Jon 3:1-5,
10/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20

Monday (Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle
Feast) Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18
Tuesday (Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
Memorial) 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday (Saint Angela Merici, Virgin - Optional
Memorial) Heb 10:11-18/Mk 4:1-20

Thursday (Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and
Doctor Memorial) Heb 10:19-25/Mk 4:21-25

Friday Heb 10:32-39/Mk 4:26-34

Saturday Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Mk 4:35-41

Last week’s collections:
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time — $4,973

Thank you for your weekly support of
Ascension. Please consider a gift of any
amount:
Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension.
Por favor, considere hacer una donacion de
cualquier importe a través de:
Faith Direct

IR E

All are welcome, especially newcomers
and visitors.

Following mass you are encouraged to
introduce yourself to the ushers and
complete a visitor’s card. Interested in
receiving Flocknotes/Parish news?

Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los
recién llegados y visitantes a que, tras la
misa, se presenten a los ujieres y rellenen
una tarjeta de visitante. ;Le interesa recibir
Flocknotes/noticias de la parroquia?
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Thomas Merton Society

On Saturday, January 31, the Corpus Christi
chapter of the International Thomas Merton
Society will present O Peace, Bless This Mad
Place: Discovering the Beatitudes of Thomas
Merton. Leading the afternoon is Sister Kathleen
Deignan, CND, Director of the lona Spirituality
Institute. At Corpus Christi Church, 529 West
121 Street, Manhattan. 2-4pm. Admission is free
but please pre-register: (212)666-9350
or info@thomasmertonnyc.org.

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

in the Temple (known as “Candlemas”)
On Candlemas, celebrated annually on February
2nd, many Christians believe that Jesus’ mother
Mary presented him to God at the Temple in
Jerusalem after observing the traditional 40-day
period of purification following his birth. According
to a New Testament gospel, a devout and elderly
Jewish man named Simeon held the baby in his
arms and said that Jesus would be a light “to lighten
the Gentiles” (Luke 2: 32). Simeon’s words became
known as the Nunc dimittis. It is for this metaphor
of light and hence the blessing of candles that we
call it “Candlemas.” (Some Christians even observe
the practice of leaving Christmas decorations up
until Candlemas.)

Next Sunday, February 1st, at 11am we will
celebrate (a day early) the Candlemas liturgy and
procession of light as the entrance rite. Then the
mass proceeds with the appointed readings for the
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (since Candlemas is
officially on Tuesday, February 2.) The Choir will
sing “When to the Temple Mary went” (Johann
Eckard) and a setting of the Nunc dimittis (British
composer Herbert Howells). All are encouraged to
attend at 11am for this beautiful liturgical offering of
light and music.



