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SUNDAY, 15 FEBRUARY 2026

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
VI DOMINGO ORDINARIO

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
5:30 p.m. Vigil - Bilingual (Cantor and organ)
9:15 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. - Spanis h (Coro; Mariachi band)
11:00 a.m. - English (Choir and organ)
6:00 p.m. - English (Cantor and Jazz trio)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
M W F (12:00 p.m.) - Communion Service in English
THIS MONDAY (16 Feb): FEDERAL HOLIDAY
One mass offered only at 9am (Bilingual)
No evening mass on Monday
M-F (7:00 p.m.) - Mass in Spanish
Tu Th (12:00 p.m.) - Mass in English

ASSISTING CLERGY AND STAFF
The Reverend Daniel LeBlanc, OMI

The Reverend Louie Hotop, SJ
Deacon Nelson Falcon
Preston Smith, Director of Music

The Reverend Philip Florio, S]
Deacon Daniel Corniel
Mary Santorello, Director of Faith Formation

Cipriano Lantigua, Home Ministry
Lucas Gonzalez and Mireya Vilma, Facilities

Sareda Rodriguez (M-F), Jeffery Salazar (M-F), Jose Velazquez (Weekend), Reception
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PASTOR’S COLUMN La Columna del Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Ascension:

As many of you know, the Church’s liturgical year is marked
by seasons that guide us through the life of Christ. We
journey through Advent, Christmas, Lent, the Easter
Triduum, and Easter, with the remaining weeks known as
Ordinary Time — which, despite its name, makes up the
largest portion of the year and is filled with grace in the
holiness of everyday life.

Before the Second Vatican Council, there was also another
brief season called Septuagesima. Lasting about three
weeks, it served as a gentle transition between the joy of
Christmas and the penitential spirit of Lent. Though it was not
a time of strict fasting, it invited the faithful to begin preparing
their hearts through prayer, reflection, and moderation. It
was, in many ways, a spiritual “countdown,” reminding the
Church that Lent — and ultimately Easter — was drawing
near.

While that season is no longer observed, the call to prepare
remains. Once again, the holy season of Lent is nearly upon
us.

Lent begins this week and is given to us each year as a
sacred time to prepare ourselves to celebrate the Paschal
Mystery more worthily. Through prayer, repentance, and
renewal of our baptismal promises, both catechumens and
the entire Church are invited to deeper conversion. Our
catechumens continue their journey toward the Sacraments
of Initiation through the Rite of Election, the Scrutinies, and
catechesis. The season extends from Ash Wednesday until
the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
This Wednesday, February 18th, we observe Ash
Wednesday, the beginning of our forty-day Lenten journey,
modeled on Christ’s time of fasting and prayer in the desert.
It remains a day of universal fast and abstinence, inviting us
to examine our lives, repent of sin, and draw closer to the
Lord.

Fasting means that only one full meal may be taken during
the day, with two smaller meals allowed if needed to maintain
strength, though together they should not equal another full
meal. Snacking between meals is not permitted. Catholics
between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. Abstinence means refraining
from meat and poultry. All Catholics age 14 and older are
obliged to abstain on Ash Wednesday and on all the Fridays
of Lent. Those not strictly bound by these obligations are still
warmly encouraged to participate in these practices as they
are able, in a spirit of prayer and sacrifice.

To accommodate everyone who wishes to receive ashes, we
will offer the following schedule:

7am English mass

12pm English mass with Chamber Choir

3pm Bilingual prayer service

5:30pm Bilingual mass with music

7pm Spanish mass with music

(Please note: Imposition of ashes is only at scheduled mass
times.)

| also encourage you to participate in the Stations of the
Cross each Friday during Lent. The Stations will be prayed in
English at 11:30 AM and in Spanish at 6:30 PM, before the
evening Mass. In addition, we will once again offer a 12:00
Noon English Mass on Fridays throughout Lent.

May this holy season be a time of grace and renewal for each
of us, drawing us closer to Christ and to one another. And in
these days especially, | ask that we continue to pray for
peace in our world — for all victims of violence and war, and
for those who live in places marked by fear, conflict, and
uncertainty. May the Lord’s healing and reconciling love bring
comfort, protection, and hope to all who suffer.
Congratulations once again to Archbishop Hicks!

Peace, Father Kearney

Queridos feligreses y amigos de Ascension:

Como muchos saben, el afio litirgico de la Iglesia esta
marcado por tiempos que nos guian en la vida de Cristo.
Recorremos el Adviento, la Navidad, la Cuaresma, el Triduo
Pascual y la Pascua, con las semanas restantes conocidas
como Tiempo Ordinario, que, a pesar de su nombre,
constituye la mayor parte del afio y esta llena de gracia en la
santidad de la vida cotidiana.

Antes del Concilio Vaticano Il, también existia otro breve
tiempo llamado Septuagésima. Con una duracién de unas
tres semanas, servia de suave transicion entre la alegria
navidefia y el espiritu penitencial de la Cuaresma. Aunque
no era un tiempo de ayuno estricto, invitaba a los fieles a
comenzar a preparar sus corazones mediante la oracion, la
reflexion y la moderacién. Era, en muchos sentidos, una
"cuenta regresiva" espiritual que recordaba a la Iglesia que
la Cuaresma, y en ultima instancia la Pascua, se acercaba.

Aunque ese tiempo ya no se celebra, el llamado a la
preparacion permanece. Una vez més, el tiempo sagrado de
la Cuaresma esta a la vuelta de la esquina. La Cuaresma
comienza esta semana y se nos ofrece cada afo como un
tiempo sagrado para prepararnos para celebrar el Misterio
Pascual con mayor dignidad. Mediante la oracion, el
arrepentimiento y la renovacion de nuestras promesas
bautismales, tanto los catecumenos como toda la Iglesia
estan invitados a una conversion mas profunda. Nuestros
catecimenos continlan su camino hacia los Sacramentos
de Iniciacion mediante el Rito de Eleccion, los Escrutinios y
la catequesis. El tiempo se extiende desde el Miércoles de
Ceniza hasta la Misa vespertina de la Cena del Sefior el
Jueves Santo.

Este miércoles, 18 de febrero, celebramos el Miércoles de
Ceniza, el comienzo de nuestro camino cuaresmal de
cuarenta dias, inspirado en el tiempo de ayuno y oracioén de
Cristo en el desierto. Sigue siendo un dia de ayuno y
abstinencia universal, que nos invita a examinar nuestras
vidas, arrepentirnos del pecado y acercarnos al Sefor.

El ayuno significa que solo se puede tomar una comida
completa durante el dia, permitiéndose dos comidas més
pequenas si es necesario para mantener las fuerzas, aunque
juntas no deben equivaler a otra comida completa. No se
permite picar entre comidas. Los catélicos de entre 18 y 59
anos estan obligados a ayunar el Miércoles de Ceniza y el
Viernes Santo. La abstinencia significa abstenerse de comer
carne y aves. Todos los catdlicos mayores de 14 anos estan
obligados a abstenerse el Miércoles de Ceniza y todos los
viernes de Cuaresma. Se anima a quienes no estén
estrictamente sujetos a estas obligaciones a participar en
estas practicas segun sus posibilidades, con espiritu de
oracion y sacrificio.

Para dar cabida a todos los que deseen recibir la ceniza,
ofreceremos el siguiente horario:



7:00 a. m. — Misa (inglés)

12:00 p. m. — Misa (inglés, con musica)

3:00 p. m. — Servicio de oracion (bilingle)

5:30 p. m. — Misa (bilingle, con musica)

7:00 p. m. — Misa (espafiol, con musica)

La distribucion de ceniza se realizara Unicamente durante
estos servicios.

También los animo a participar en el Via Crucis todos los
viernes de Cuaresma. El Via Crucis se rezara en inglés a las
11:30 a. m. y en espafiol a las 6:30 p. m., antes de la Misa
vespertina. Ademés, volveremos a ofrecer una Misa en
inglés a las 12:00 p. m. todos los viernes de Cuaresma.
Que este tiempo santo sea un tiempo de gracia y renovacion
para cada uno de nosotros, acercandonos a Cristo y a los
demas. Y especialmente en estos dias, pido que sigamos
orando por la paz en nuestro mundo: por todas las victimas
de la violencia y la guerra, y por quienes viven en lugares
marcados por el miedo, el conflicto y la incertidumbre. Que
el amor sanador y reconciliador del Sefior traiga consuelo,
proteccion y esperanza a todos los que sufren.
jFelicitaciones una vez mas al Arzobispo Hicks!

Paz, Padre Kearney

THIS WEEK Esta semana

CALENDAR Calendario

Sunday, domingo (6th Sun in Ord Time)
02.15 — NO CHOIR or RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES TODAY

9:15am Misa en Esparol

10:30am Cantor rehearsal (Choir room)

11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)
11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in

Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

1:30-3pm Summer mission trip meeting (Dining room)
5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz (Church) followed by
7-8pm Martini Night Potluck (Center)

Monday, lunes
02.16 — Presidents’ Day / Federal Holiday
Parish Offices and Church are closed for the day.

9am Mass (Bilingual)
Tuesday, martes

02.17

9:30am Funeral

12noon English mass

6-10pm Culinary school (Center)
7pm Misa en Esparol

7-8:30pm OCIA (Dining room)
Wednesday, miércoles
02.18 — Ash Wednesday

7am English mass

12noon English mass with Choir
3pm Bilingual prayer service
5:30pm Bilingual mass with Cantor
6:30-8:45pm  Men’s group (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol
Thursday, jueves

02.19

11am English mass

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

6:30pm Social media meeting (Dining room)

6:30-7:45pm  Neighborhood Association meeting (Center)

7pm Misa en Espanol

7:45pm Emaus groups (Center and Library)

Friday, viernes

02.20

10am Adoration/Adoracién — all day (Church)

11:30am Stations of the Cross

12noon English mass

3-6pm Food pantry setup (Center)

3:30pm Voice instruction (Choir room)

6:30pm Stations of the Cross (Spanish)

7pm Misa en Espanol

Saturday, sabado

02.21

10am-1pm Food pantry distribution (Center)

11am-1pm Choir rehearsal (Church)

2pm Quinceanera (Church)

4-5pm Confessions

5:30pm Bilingual mass with cantor & organ

Sunday, domingo (Lent I)

02.22

9:15am Misa en Espariol

9:20am Choir rehearsal (Choir room & Center)

9:30-10:30am Religious Education (Cafeteria & Library)

11am English mass with organ & choir (Church)

11am-12pm Order of Christian Initiation of Adults/OCIA in
Spanish (Library)

12:30pm Misa en Espanol

4:30-5:30pm  Religious Education (Cafeteria & Library)

5pm Jazz mass rehearsal (Church)

6pm English mass with jazz (Church)

MAssS INTENTIONS Intenciones de Misas

Sat, 02.14

5:30pm Maria Patricia Angarita Pulido, Valentin
Valverde, Irma Claritza Gonzalez, Mildre
Vargas

Sun, 02.15

9:15am Animas del purgatorio, Accién de gracias a

la Virgen de la Altagracia, Accion de gracias
al Sagrado Corazén de Jesus, Accion de
gracias al Sagrado Corazén de Jesus por la
salud de Pedro llario

11am Richard Kauke

12:30pm Irma Claritza Gonzélez, Sergio Maria Garcia,
Por la salud de Luis Santana, José Medina,
Daniel Marin, Accion de gracias al Divino
Nifo y Virgen de la Altagracia por la salud y
cumpleafios de Marelis Vivas, Mildre Vargas

Mon, 02.16

9am Paulino Villagra, Mildre Vargas

Tues, 02.17

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Accién de gracias a
la Virgen de la Altagracia por la salud de
Pedro llario, Mildre Vargas, Antonio
Alejandro Estevez

Wed, 02.18

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Antonio Alejandro
Estevez, Maria de Jesus Salazar, Elida
Mercedes Caba, Mildre Vargas

Thurs, 02.19

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Animas del

purgatorio, Luis Rafael Pefa Valdez,
Humberto Anderson Valdez, Irma Claritza



Gonzalez, Antonio Alejandro Estévez, Mildre

Vargas

Fri, 02.20

7pm Animas del Purgatorio, Antonio Alejandro
Estévez, Mildre Vargas

Sat, 02.21

5:30pm José Américo Javier, Joaquin Vasquez,

Joselyn Vasquez, Juan Antonio Garcia, Juan
Emilio Garcia, Antonio Alejandro Estévez,
Mildre Vargas

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Lecturas de la semana

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Sir 15:15-
20/1 Cor 2:6-10/Mt 5:17-37

Monday Jas 1:1-11/Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday [The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite
Order] Jas 1:12-18/Mk 8:14-21

Ash Wednesday JI 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6,
16-18

Thursday Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25

Friday Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15

Saturday [Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church] Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32

Last week’s collections 5th Sunday in Ord Time
General: $3,905; Peter’s Pence: $954

Thank you for your weekly support of
Ascension. Please consider a gift of any amount:
Gracias por su apoyo semanal a Ascension. Por
favor, considere hacer una donacion de cualquier
importe a través de:

All are welcome, especially newcomers and
visitors.

Following mass you are encouraged to introduce
yourself to the ushers and complete a visitor’s card.
Interested in receiving Flocknotes/Parish news?
Todos son bienvenidos. Se anima a los recién
llegados y visitantes a que, tras la misa, se
presenten a los ujieres y rellenen una tarjeta de
visitante. ¢Le interesa recibir Flocknotes/noticias

de la parroquia?

The New York Young Center for Immigrant
Childrens’ Rights offers in-person training on
March 21%' and 22" Please sign up at
www.mobilize.us/theyoungcenter. You must be 21
or over and speak another language to apply. Make

a difference in the life of an unaccompanied
immigrant child by volunteering with the Young
Center.

El Centro para los Derechos de los Ninhos
Inmigrantes de Nueva York (New York Young
Center for Immigrant Children's Rights) ofrece
formacién presencial los dias 21 y 22 de marzo.
Inscribase en www.mobilize.us/theyoungcenter.
Para poder solicitarlo, debe tener 21 afios 0 masy
hablar otro idioma. Marca la diferencia en la vida
de un nifo inmigrante no acompahado
colaborando como voluntario con el Young Center.

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 18th

7am English mass

12pm  English mass with Choir
3pm Bilingual prayer service
5:30pm Bilingual mass with music
Tpm Spanish mass with music

Please note:
Imposition of ashes is
only at scheduled mass times

2026 Concert Series
Three Sundays at 3

presents

Readings and Music for Lent

Lenten Scripture and Poetry
with Anthems and Motets
Sung by Ascension Choir
Sunday, March 8th, 3pm

Free Admission

Donations to benefit our music program
will be greatly appreciated.




