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WELCOME
Our Cathedral is the Mother Church 
of the entire Diocese of Paterson 
and represents the unity of the 
whole diocese as the Church of 
Paterson. A beautiful structure 
with artistic treasures, from its 
majestic steeple to the priceless 
stained glass windows, St. John the 
Baptist Cathedral is the home of a vibrant bilingual 

community. Located in the heart of the 
city of Paterson and surrounded by many 
Catholic agencies assisting the poor and the needy, the 
Cathedral gives visible witness to the faith that leads to 
compassion and the service of many. 

CATHEDRAL ARCHITECTURE
The Cathedral architect, Patrick C. Keely 
(1816-1896), was a Brooklyn Irish immigrant 
who had designed the Cathedrals of Boston 
and Chicago, along with some 800 churches 
in the United States. The Neo-Gothic design 
was inspired by the Gothic Revival during 
the Victorian Era. The rugged exterior 
consists of brownstone quarried in Little 
Falls and brought to Paterson on the 
Morris Canal. The main body is 88 feet 
across the front by 180 feet deep. The 
front spires rise to a height of 120 feet 
and the bell tower is 225 feet tall. Stone 
interior columns are 60 feet high.

CATHEDRAL HISTORY
Originally built as a parish church, 
Saint John the Baptist Cathedral was 
the vision of Dean William McNulty 
to provide a glorious space for the 

growing Catholic population in Paterson. He purchased 16 lots on the corner 
of Main and Grand Streets for $10,000. The Church was sufficiently finished 

to allow its opening on July 31, 1870. Over the next 20 years, finishing 
touches were added including the Lady Chapel, the front spires and the 
bell tower. After paying off the $232,000 cost of construction and free 

of debt, St. John’s was consecrated on June 29, 1890. On December 9, 
1937, the Diocese of Paterson was created and Pope Pius XI designated 
St. John’s as the Cathedral. The Cathedral has undergone numerous 
renovations over its long life. The generosity of the faithful of the 
Paterson Diocese made possible the most recent rehabilitation 
project which was completed in 2017 and rededicated on June 24, 
2017, the Feast of Saint John the Baptist.

Tour of the 
Cathedral  of 
St. John 
the Baptist

CATHEDRA and OTHER MARBLE FURNISHINGS

The marble was quarried, custom cut, and fabricated in 
Italy and installed during the 2017 renovations. The 
marble consists of Bianco Venitino Carrara (white), 
Verde Alpi (green), and Repel Classico (tan).

THE BAPTISMAL FONT

1The eight-sided custom marble baptismal font 
is located at the entrance to the Church’s nave 

reminding us of our own initiation into our faith 
through the sacrament of Baptism.

FLOOR

2The marble floor design 
creates a path that unites 

the baptismal font, cathedra, 
ambo and altar. The field 
flooring consists of porcelain 
tile.

THE SANCTUARY

3The raised platform area 
around the altar is known as 

the sanctuary. It is here that the 
Eucharist is celebrated.

CATHEDRA (BISHOP’S CHAIR)

4The Cathedra is the feature 
that makes this Church a 

Cathedral. The Cathedra, also 
known as the Bishop’s Chair, 
is the seat of the Bishop as 
teacher of the diocese and is 

adorned with the Bishop’s Episcopal coat-of-arms. 
The two chairs on either side are the deacon 
chairs.

AMBO & TESTER

5The marble ambo or pulpit is an elevated and 
enclosed platform from which the Word of God 

is proclaimed and sermons are delivered during 
a Mass. The ambo base is a replica of the original 

ambo base from the late 1800’s. The wood tester, or 
canopy, above the ambo, serves as a decorative sounding 
board. 

ALTAR AND BALDACCHINO

6The custom marble altar and oak wood baldacchino 
were installed in the 2017 renovation. The baldacchino, 

a ceremonial canopy over the altar, has hand painted 
gilded accents.

BISHOP CRESTS ON THE AMBULATORY SCREENS

7The oak ambulatory screens frame the sanctuary 
at the right and left and screen the handicap ramps. 

The screens are decorated with the crests of all the past 

bishops, starting with the first bishop on the left side 
and alternating left/right in date sequence.

SAINTS PETER & PAUL STATUES

8The two pilaster niches located to the right and 
left of the baldacchino contain statues of Saints 

Peter and Paul, the “two pillars of the Church.” They 
are carved wood from the mid 1800’s by Ferdinand 
Stuflesser in Ortise, Italy. They serve as a reminder of 
this Church’s consecration on their feast day in 1890, 
and also of the special link through the Bishop and the 
Cathedral with the Holy Father and the Roman Church.

CLOISTER & HOLY ROOD

9 During the 2017 renovation, a custom wood oak 
cloister screen was installed to house the tabernacle 

and to create quiet space for prayer. The holy rood 
statues consisting of Jesus, Mary, and John, origin 
unknown, probably date back to the 1930’s. The holy 
rood has been located in many different places in 
the Church, last being hung from the ceiling over the 
sanctuary. It was painted in polychrome style and 
placed over the cloister entrance arch in the 2017 
renovation.

SANCTUARY LAMP

10 A wax candle, in a red glass container, kept burning 
day and night where the Blessed Sacrament is 
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Some of the 53 ranks of pipes on the cathedral’s pipe organ.

The altar and baldacchino.
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22reserved in the tabernacle, is an emblem of Christ’s 
abiding love and a reminder to the faithful to respond 
with loving adoration in return. The sanctuary lamp 
was originally installed in the 1987 renovation and was 
restored and relocated to hang from the cloister screen 
arch in the 2017 renovation.

TABERNACLE

11 The tabernacle is made of brass and is where the 
Eucharist is reserved. The tabernacle sits on a 

marble base and is covered in a custom ceremonial 
canopy, a wood gilded baldacchino.

SHRINE OF THE BLESSED MOTHER and ST. JOSEPH 
SHRINE

12 Returned to its original location, cleaned and 
restored, the statue is made of marble and the 

backdrop was salvaged from the original high altar.

allow viewing of the stained glass 
windows that were installed in the 
1987 renovation. The organ includes 
some 53 ranks of pipes with over 3,000 
speaking pipes ranging in size from 
32 feet to a mere half inch in speaking 
length. Some 20 ranks of pipes date 
back to the original 1880 Henry 
Erben instrument. The organ 
also contains a set of 25 Mayland 
chimes. In the French Cathedral 
tradition, an Orgue-de-Choeur, 
(choir organ) has been provided 
in the twin cases in the sanctuary. 
The 11 carillon bells in the tower are also 
playable in the gallery. 

CEILING SYSTEM

A new gypsum wall board ceiling 
and trim were installed in the 2017 
renovation replacing the original plaster 
ceiling and secondary ceiling panels, 
a section of which was found to have 
collapsed in 2010. The historic exposed 
wood trusses serve to support the 
ceiling/roof structure and also as a 
decorative element.

CHANDELIERS

The 12 brass chandeliers are original 
to the Cathedral and were cleaned, 
refinished, and converted to LED lamps.

AMBRY (HOLY OILS) AND NEW STATUE OF 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

17 There are two recessed niches in the wall separating 
the nave and the narthex that were installed in the 

2017 renovation. One niche holds the ambry used to store 
the oils used in sacraments, Oil of Catechumens (indicated 
by the Latin letters O.C.), Oil of the Sick (O.I.) and Sacred 
Chrism (S.C.). The other niche holds an Italian hand-
carved and painted linden wood statue of St. John the 
Baptist by Pema Art Studio, added in 2017.

CONFESSIONALS

18 The restored Gothic 
style confessionals 

date back to the late 1800’s 
and were purchased from 
St. Bridget’s Church in 
Jersey City (Archdiocese of 
Newark) after it closed in 
2014.

NARTHEX

19 This vestibule leads to 
the nave, the central 

and principal part of the 

Church. Stairs and a lift 
to the choir loft and 2 
accessible restrooms are 
located in the narthex, 
along with photos of the 
current Pope and Bishop.

EXTERIOR FACADE

The Cathedral’s Neo-
Gothic style consists of 
pointed arches, spires, 

pinnacles, finials, lancets, stone pointed arches, window 
tracery, trefoils, quatrefoils, buttresses, and columns 
topped with decorative crocket, which is a carved curled 
leaf ornament.

RED ENTRANCE DOORS

20 The tradition of red doors dates back centuries. Red 
symbolizes the sacrificial blood of Christ that saves 

those who come to him. Red is also a reminder of the 
Passover and a sign of the Holy Spirit. Church doors began 
to be painted red as a way of remembering the ultimate 
sacrifice that others had made for their faith.

BRONZE STATUES

21 In front of the Cathedral are two bronze statues. 
The one to the right is of Dean McNulty seated 

with a small child. To the left is a statue of Bishop 
Thomas H. McLaughlin, Paterson’s first bishop (1937-
1947). Both Bishop McLaughlin and Dean McNulty are 
buried in front of their respective statues. Both statues 
are the work of the noted Paterson sculptor Gaetano 
Federici, whose work graces many sites in northern New 
Jersey and beyond. The two works bookend Federici’s 
entire career; the McNulty statue was his first major 
commission in 1924, and the McLaughlin statue was his 
last in 1957.

BELL/CLOCK TOWER

22 The Grand Street tower has 4 clocks and 11 
bells which are electronically in sync to ring on 

the hour and before each Mass. The earliest of the 11 
historic bells was moved from the Oliver Street location. 
The bells are cast iron from Meneely Bell Foundry in 
West Troy, New York.

THE GATES

23 The restored gates between the chapel hallway 
and the St. Joseph Shrine were purchased from 

Sacred Heart Church in Jersey City (Archdiocese of 
Newark), which was built in 1924 and has been closed 
since 2005.

SACRISTIES

24 The 2017 project reconfigured this area to now 
comprise the Bishop’s sacristy, the main sacristy 

and two accessible restrooms while allowing passage 
between the chapel and nave without going through the 
sacristy.

OUR LADY’S CHAPEL

25 The chapel was built in 1889, and now is home to 
the original sanctuary wooden reredos.

PEWS

13 The red oak Gothic style pews are original to the 
Cathedral and received new seats with the backs and 

ends being restored in the 2017 renovation by Keck Group, 
Inc.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

14 The 14 Stations of the Cross are original to the 
Cathedral, dating back to the late 1800’s and 

sculpted by DaPrato Studios, New York. The Stations 
depict Jesus Christ on the day of his crucifixion. The 
Stations were painted in polychrome style in the 2017 
renovation by Evergreen Architectural Arts, Inc.

CONSECRATION CANDLES

15 The 12 brass consecration crosses and candles 
signify the sanctity of the Church and mark where 

the Church walls were solemnly anointed with sacred 
chrism. The candles were lit for the first time during the 
June 24, 2017 rededication of the Cathedral and will be lit 
on each subsequent anniversary of the rededication.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

16 The original windows were inexpensive colored 
glass, as still exists in the chapel. Gradually donors 

commissioned the statuary windows made by Tyrol 
Art Glass Studios, Innsbruck, Austria, usually selecting 
a patron saint or personal devotion as the subject. The 
large sanctuary window depicting the life of St. John the 
Baptist was installed by Payne Studios in 1940. In 1987, six 
windows with the images of American saints were installed 
above the choir loft by Civetello Studios and a small 
window now located in the corridor leading to the chapel 
depicts St. Francis of Assisi and St. Susanna in honor of 
Bishop Frank Rodimer’s parents. In 2007, Bishop Arthur J. 
Serratelli provided the St. Frances Xavier Cabrini window 
over the Grand Street entrance. In 2017, Botti Studios 
replaced all the exterior protective glazing, added interior 
ventilation, repaired 40% of the stained glass, and cleaned 
all the windows.

CHOIR LOFT

The choir loft structure and wood railing tracery are 
original and went through extensive repairs during the 
2017 renovations. In addition to repair work, a new spiral 
stair case and limited use/limited access lift were installed 
to allow choir members safe access.

ORGAN

The pipe organ was originally installed by the famous Henry 
Erben Co. of New York in the late 1800’s. Over the years 
(1922, 1958, 1987, 2017), it has been refurbished, modified 
and enlarged by the Peragallo Pipe Organ Co. of Paterson. 
During the 2017 renovation, the organ returned to the choir 
loft, and new casework was designed and constructed to 
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