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Dear Friends, 

This week, we will turn our attention from waiting for Christmas to celebrating Christmas. Our Advent season of prepar-
ing and waiting in joyful hope will be replace by a season of great joy. This week, like many of us, I have been busy with 
details like wrapping and mailing packages to out-of-town family, putting out decorations and writing cards to old friends. 
There are traditions large and small including sharing the story behind the ornaments on the tree and eating special 
rolled sandwiches like my grams used to make. Every year we watch some classic Christmas movies including a favorite, 
“It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

A few years ago, the Seattle Times published an article in the editorial section stating that the movie was completely out-
dated and analyzing the reasons why. The conclusion for the person writing in was that the relationships between the 
main character in the movie, George Bailey, were unrealistic. George knew everyone in town, and was known by them, 
so their interactions were marked by kindness and compassion. Their shared history created a desire for the common 
good and a willingness to forgive and be forgiven.  

If you know the movies, you will recognize the words that George emphatically shares the people of the town, “We’ve got 
to stick together… We’ve got to have faith in each other.” These words are true – especially to us as Catholics and as 
members of St. Benedict Parish. I would amend the statement to say “We need to have faith in God and in each other.” 
In a similar way, Pope Francis in his encyclical, The Joy of the Gospel, suggests we should be disturbed that people are 
“living without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ, [and] without a community of faith 
to support them.” (paragraph 49). As we reflect on the Christ-child, Emmanuel, God with us, we can celebrate the gift of 
this community of faith that is anchored in Him. At the same time, perhaps, we can invite others into a rela-
tionship with us and with the God who we are waiting in joyful hope. 

Come Lord Jesus, Marti Lundberg 
From our Pastoral Coordinator 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December , 8 

mailto:parish@stbens.net


PARISH STAFF 

Marti Lundberg 
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m.lundberg@stbens.net 
 

Becky Ortiz 

Administrative Assistant 
b.ortiz@stbens.net 
 

Stephanie Amsberry 

Evang. & Stewardship 

s.amsberry@stbens.net 
 

Kate Brown 

Youth Ministry 

kate@nscy.org 

After-Hour Emergency  425-954-3434 

SCRIPTURE THIS WEEK 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

COFFEE HOUR TODAY IN CAFETERIA 

8AM  BECKY ORTIZ 

10AM MERCADO & CUMMER FAMILIES 

Coffee hour hosts are always needed. Contact 
Becky in the Office if you can help! 

Fr. Bryan Dolejsi 
Parish Priest 
bryan.dolejsi@seattlearch.org 

 

Charlie Hiestand 

Music 

c.hiestand@stbens.net 
 

Anita Hardwick 

Facilities 
a.hardwick@stbens.net 
 

Brian Anderson 

School Principal 
b.anderson@stbens.net 

STEWARDSHIP 

 Offerings Budget 
November $ 33,595 $ 33,578 

YTD $170,174 $180,481 

2019 Fiscal Year Budget: $444,906 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

ONLINE GIVING — SIGN-UP NOW! 
Click the “Give Online” tab on our 
website or download the free Online 
Giving app (iOS/Android) directly to 
your smartphone. Register with our 

church (ID:1881) and get started! 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL MATCHING GIFTS 
Thank you to those who have already fulfilled 
your Annual Catholic Appeal pledge! Help max-
imize our Annual Catholic Appeal Rebate this 
year by checking if your employer has a Match-
ing Gift program. Once your gift has been paid 
in full, you can apply for the match per your em-
ployer’s instructions. The Annual Catholic Ap-
peal, Archdiocese of Seattle, is a tax-exempt or-
ganization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Tax ID # 91-0778147. Call 800-
809-4921 if you have any questions. Mailing ad-
dress:  Annual Catholic Appeal, PO Box 14964, 
Seattle 98114 

12.24 ay  
Parish Office Closed   

8:30AM Rosary   

4PM Christmas Eve Mass   

11:30PM Midnight Mass 
Carols starting 
at 11:30PM 

 

12.25 ay 

Parish Office Closed   

10AM Christmas Mass   

12.26 w ay 

Parish Office Closed   

6:30PM Mass   

12.27 ay  
9AM Mass   

12.28 ay 

No Events Scheduled   

12.29 a ay 

10AM Prayer Group Parish Center  

12.30 ay 

8AM Mass Hazel Emery ╬ 

10AM Mass Gloria Sallis  

4:15PM Reconciliation   

5PM Mass For the People  

Monday 

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

Lk 1:67-79 

Tuesday 

Christmas 
Is 52:7-10 

Heb 1:1-6 

Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 

Wednesday 

St. Stephen 

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59 

Mt 10:17-22 

 

Thursday 

St. John 

1 Jn 1:1-4 

Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Friday 

The Holy Innocents 
1 Jn 1:5-2:2 

Mt 2:13-18 

Saturday 

5th Day in Octave of 
Christmas 
1 Jn 2:3-11 

Lk 2:22-35 

Sunday The Holy Family 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 | Col 3:12-21 | Lk 2:41-52 

Charlie Hiestand’s last Mass that he will be con-

ducting music at is next Sunday, December 

30th. Please join us in a celebration after all 

Masses to thank Charlie for his years of dedica-

tion and service, as well as to bid him a farewell! 



Today marks 
the end of our 
journey read-
ing Searching 
for and Main-
taining Peace 
as a congre-
gation. If 
you’d like to 
take a look 
back at homi-
lies for all the 

topics, visit: 

parish.stbens.net/advent 

The Blue-Bag Program is live! 
Stop by our new Information 
Center in the vestibule where 
we have started our Blue-Bag 
Program! Take a blue-bag 
home with you, shop for the 
items on the list and return to 
the church. All items will go to 
support our local food bank, 
Family Works! 

To-date, we’ve donated over 
5,898lbs of food to our local 
food bank—help us continue in 
our efforts! 

2018 YEAR-END WRAP UP 
ST. BENEDICT TAX REMINDER 
Our annual reminder about your taxes. 
For those who might be itemizing their deductions, we 
will process all donations (sacrificial giving, St. Vincent 
de Paul, Building fund, etc. ) on December 31st. Dona-
tions received by that date will be recorded on your 
2018 parish giving report. Online Giving transactions 
after December 27, 2018 may not be recorded in 2018 
due to varying processing procedures of banks. Please 
consider an end of year donation to your parish or one 
of the many Catholic charities. 
 
 

ST. BENEDICT 2018 MISSION 
UPDATE 
We often hear from parishioners who want to know 
how their donations of time, talent and treasure are 
making a difference in the lives of others: 
• Food donations to Family Works 
• Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
• N. Seattle Catholic Youth group 
• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
• Sandwich making for St. Martin de Porres shelter 
• Volunteer labor to improve our facilities and grounds 
• Seismic upgrades completed on south side of 

school 
• Adoration on First Fridays 
• Rosary prayed weekly 
• Prayer for all those listed in our parish book of inten-

tions 
• Giving Tree during Christmas 
• Thanksgiving Dinner drive 
• Boxes of Joy delivered to Noel House and Jubilee 

House 
• and many more! 
 
 

AND FINALLY… 
A grateful thanks to you, our faithful parishioners,  
for blessing the parish this past year as together  

we continue to do the work of Christ.  
Please keep our parish in your prayers.  



SACRAMENTS     
www.parish.stbens.net/liturgy-sacraments 

BAPTISM CLASS 
If you desire to have your children baptized or 
have been asked to be a godparent, please plan 
on attending the January 5th baptism class im-
mediately following the 9AM Mass. Register for 
the class at: parish.stbens.net/baptism 

CONFIRMATION 
Registration for high school Confirmation has 
closed. For more info, visit nscy.org or contact 
the Parish Office. 
If you are an adult who has not yet been con-
firmed, check out the RCIA schedule online or 
contact Marti Lundberg for more information. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Our next session is Sunday, January 13 at 
8:45AM in the School Library. This will begin 
the preparation for First Holy Communion. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 
Are you or someone you know interested in join-
ing the Church or wanting to know more about 
the Catholic faith? Join us for our RCIA program! 
We have a session January 6th after the 10AM 
Mass in the Parish Center. Full meeting sched-
ule posted online. 

Don’t forget: 
 
Mass honoring 
the Solemnity of 
Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God is 
January 1st 
(New Years Day) 
at 9AM in the 

Church. 
 
This is a Holy 
Day of Obliga-
tion. 



Merry Christmas and Happy New Years from 
NSCY! We hope that you have a very joyful and 
blessed Christmas and New Years!  Our Youth 
Ministry programs will start up again on Sunday, 
January 13, 2019. 

Middle School students are invited to join our 
Sunday Gatherings at 5PM at St. Catherine 
Parish for a time of fellowship, fun, and faith.  We 
conclude with a free meal.  Our next topic is Dig-
ital Discipleship: How To Be Like Christ Online! 

High School students can join our Discipleship 
Group on Sundays at 7PM at St. Catherine. 
We meet weekly to talk about important topics in 
our faith and share our stories. 

Confirmation Prep Sessions start the week of 
January 8.  Choose from 3 locations/times: 
St. Mark —Tues., Jan. 8, 7:00 pm 
Christ the King — Thurs., Jan 10, 7:00 pm 
Our Lady of the Lake — Sat. Jan 12, 11:00 am 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! If you are an adult that 
is interested in serving the youth of our Church 
by walking with them as they prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, please contact Kate 
Brown at kate@nscy.org.  We have over 100 
y o u t h  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  
Confirmation prep, so much help is needed! 
Please pray for those who are preparing to re-
ceive Confirmation!

Catholic Youth Convention: World Youth Day 
in Seattle! You are invited to join hundreds of 
youth and young adults in a local celebration of 
World Youth Day Panama at the Lynnwood Con-
vention Center on January 26-27.  
For registration and questions, visit: 
w w w . t i n y u r l . c o m / W Y D S e a t t l e 2 0 1 9 .  
Please register under “N Seattle Catholic Youth” 
so that Kate gets the notifications and can be in 
communication with you.  

Visit www.NSCY.org for more info about our ministries! 
@NSeattleCatholicYouth  @NSeattleCatholicYouth @NSCatholicYouth         

YOUTH MINISTRY Kate Brown, Youth Ministry Director, kate@nscy.org | 206-488-5970 

SCHOOL NEWS 
WE DID IT! - CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

Thank you to every-

one who contributed 

to our Matching Gift 

Challenge.  In just 

over 9 weeks were 

able to meet and 

even exceed our 

$25,000 goal.  As of 

now we have raised 

$40,000.  Our anony-

mous donor will be matching $25,000 of that 

bringing our total to $65,000.  

Thank you! 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK Bruno Berselli, Carmen Gonzalez, Nora Taylor, Dale Steen, Willie Kleffner, 
Easton Brown, Eli Mahnken, Esther Hunsaker, Janice  Mosey, Eugene Haydu, Roseanne Borden, Xavier 
Schmitt, Alexander Hargis, Kathleen Huck *Contact the Parish Office to have a name added to this list. For 
privacy reasons, the individual  must expressly give consent. 

Items for Jan 6 bulletin are due Dec. 28 @ 4PM, please send to: parish@stbens.net 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

January 27, 2019 
Come join us from 11AM-
7PM in the St. Benedict 
Cafeteria as the 6th grade 
students and their parents 
host this gathering to raise 
funds for Environmental 
Education at Camp Hamil-
ton. Consider inviting 
friends and family as you 
share your holiday cele-
brations with them. Ad-
vance tickets will be avail-
able after Mass in January. 
$12/adult, $8/seniors & 
children (12 and under).  

Further details, ticket sales 
and reservation to come.   

http://www.tinyurl.com/WYDSeattle2019


Thomas  Harvey
(206) 632-0100 

harveyfuneral.com

Serving Catholic Families Kemly Electric
206-782-1670•kemlyelectric.com

Call for Senior & Parishioner Discount! (206) 782-1496 • www.seagym.com

Classes•Camps•Indoor Playground
Enroll Today!

ARCHIE’S
PLUMBING
SERVICE

782-8787
COMPLETE PLUMBING
WATER HEATER - REMODELS

Catholic owned 
& family operated

Senior Citizen Discount

1928 N. 45th • 206-634-2110

Brunch Sat and Sun 9-3

LUNCH & DINNER 
7-Days a Week

Fabulous Food

Family Friendly

Kid Friendly til 9 pm

Live Music 

& Trivia-Evenings
Owner is a local Parishioner

Seattle’s 
Best Breakfast!

4401 Wallingford Ave. N.

206 633 1175
Breakfast • Lunch

All Day Neighborhood Family Restaurant
www.JuliasRestaurantSeattle.com

Luxury amenities, unexpected 

activities, and local excursions, 

in beautiful Maple Leaf.

Take a tour today!

Assisted Living | Memory Care
RAVENNA

8511 15th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115

206-696-7940

RECYCLE 
Electronics & Computers

SHOP for 
Refurbished Laptops & Tech

Tech Reuse

9801 Aurora Ave N

Seattle, 98103

info@techreuse.com  

(206)432-8300

www.techreuse.com

)̂:

Service and New Efficient Systems

www.fischerheating.com             40 Years of Integrity & Skill   

206-783-1190

425-974-1003

Guaranteed work!  
“Ask your neighbor!” 

Washington

CatholicMatch.com/meetWA

John Hitt

(206) 859-6878
johnh@catholicprintery.com

Want to advertise on this bulletin?  Call:

Entrée’s created by 
‘Nepalese’ Sherpa Chef

Parishioner Special:
$10 OFF Purchase of 2 Entrees
Himalayansherpahouse.com

206-633-3583,   2227 N 56th St.

H i m a l ay a n  D e l i c a c i e s

206-783-4129

425-455-1310

“The Plumber 
People Recommend”

40 Years of Integrity and Skill

*100,000 Satisfied Customers

www.fischerplumbing.com 

breakfast • lunch • dinner
Delicious Desserts!

“Enjoy a beverage on us”!
Just bring this ad in on your next visit.

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm  •  22 beers on tap

Group Meetings  •  BlueStarCafeandPub.com

4512 Stone Way N.     206.548.0345

YOUR EVERYDAY EATERY
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Please tell these advertisers you saw them on your Sunday Bulletin

 For Advertising Call John Hitt 206-859-6878 or email johnh@catholicprintery.com 


